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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Velum LX— No. 8. 

(Offloiel Rupert of the Eleventh tension.) 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 8th September, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.l.B., 
* Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 201 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghrep) 

Terrorist prisoners. 

♦117. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURSl With reference 
to the statement appended to the answer given on the 21st August, 1940, 
to starred question No. 197, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

( a ) the names of the prisoners mentioned in the said list that have 

been released up to date; 

( b ) the names of the prisoners so released who have been arrested 

and detained under Defence of India Rules; 

(c) what new facts led the Government to decide that they should 

be arrested and imprisoned again on tbeir release; and 

(d) whether the usual remission of sentence allowed to prisoners 

sentenced to 'imprisonment for 14 years and more is being 
allowed to the terrorist prisoners; if not, why hot ? 
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a 

minister to charge cf the Hons department (the Hm’iti 

Kfcwtja Sir NaztoMNtoto)! (a) Shibapriya Bote, Sambhunath Sutra* 
dto, JmNk Banjan Bm% Tejewbu l*h Se^jJfjgeewn* 

Banjan Sen and Nani Gopal Dae Gupta. 

(b) No prisoner released vat arrested, but five were detained in 
jail on expiry of their sentence. 

(c) In the publie interest I am not prepared to state why their 
detention has been thus continued. 

(i) Terrorist prisoners are in this respect governed by the eante 
provisions as other convicts. 

Balm NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : aft 

Wtff* TO WWWR fw CN TO* ffo* *!f TO?* TOR TOT 

fWf ran*, w m <TO touts tope to toi tocr $*; cto cror *K» 

RTHCR T 

The Hoat’bie Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. I am 
sorry, I ought to have had this information. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : TOft* it ) TO?* 
vpjtjy to ertTOR ft to* t[f% r* c fe vfes TOrtTO* to* 
DetenusCYl TO TO*!* TORN ? 

The HefeHMe Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I belief, Sir, they are 
Security prisoners and they are at Hijli. Unless it is something very 
unusual the honourable member can take it from me that they are 
Security prisoners at Hijli. 

Baba NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : lit TCtt* 

*1 TORT WtCTO? 

The Hon'We Khwnja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
unless it is something unusual I am practically certain that this is the 
position. 

Mr. BURENDRA NATH BISWAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the prisoners who had been released and after 
release have been detained in jail, are being so detained under the 
Defence of India Buies? 

The Mdftto Kh*«|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe so. 



* ,Hr. WMHBUA IWTH •WWAfcWill **■«)# bte’*tku»# be 
pleased to stats what were tba carnmataMM by which the (jU*Mlttait 
was satisfiod that their releaee would be detiuaeatal to puWte iatatastf 

The Hm'bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINl It I may tell that, I 
^nay give everything away,. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS I Under the defence df India 

Rules the Government has got to be satisfied 

•Mr. SPEAKERS The Hon’ble Minister has said that if ha ha# to 
disclose it he may disclose everything. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN 3 In answer (c) the Hon’ble Minister 
has said, — “In the public interest I am not prepared to state why their 
detention has thus been continued.” The question was— “What new 
facts led the Government to decide, etc.” Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there have been any new facts at all to 
justify their detention P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINl I am afraid, I cannot 
add anything more to what I have said in (c). 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether with regard to these Security prisoners it is 
the practice of the Government to review the question of the publio 
interest from time to time with regard to the question of detention 
with a view to seeing whether further detention is necessary or notP 

The Hon'bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINl If any information is 
brought to the notice of Government which entitles the review, Gov- 
ernment does of course naturally review it. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Having regard to the fact that 
there is no period fixed for which this detention is to continue, is it 
the practice of the Government to periodically review these cases with 
a view to seeing whether any revision of the decision is called forP 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINl Sir, the question has not 
su far arisen, because as far as the question of detention of the present 
Security prisoners is concerned it has crapped up not very long Ago. 
But in the past, I believe, there was such practice when the people 
'were detained under the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act. 



Qimmm. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOMH. view of thevery ume public 
interest, will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state how long those 
five gentlemen were in jail and what new circumstances compelled the 
Government to detain them further ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the first part 
of the question, viz., how long they were in jail, is concerned, I ask 
for notice. As regards the latter part of the question, I would refer 
the honourable member to answer (c). 


Mr# SANTOSH KUMAR BASUi Having regard to the fact that 
these prisoners were sentenced to definite terms of imprisonment and 
that they will come out after a certain period and having regard to the 
fact that there is no time-limit fixed with regard to these prisoners, 
do the Government consider it incumbent upon them and in the interest 
of fairness and justice that periodical examination should be made in 
these cases ? 

The Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 
member suggests that in the case of those prisoners who had been con- 
victed and after release were detained there should be a review, I am 
prepared to consider that. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these 
prisoners did anything while inside the jail which caused an apprehen- 
sion in the mind of the Government that they might do prejudicial 
act if released ? 


Tha Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I regret very much, I 
cannot add to what I have already stated. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any charge or allegation against any 
of these prisoners having committed any overt acts during the time 
they bad been in imprisonment? 


Tha Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already tinted, 
I regret very much that I cannot add anything more to what I have 
stated in (c). 



] • QUESTIONS. t 

- Baku RARENORA RARAYAH CHAKRASARfY I W'&tt' '%*'¥■« 

ar.YW^hr Rft Jnrm ^gT ycy *ftwcYt >wcf Yin 58D« Yf» 

CWY YtfcCY 'Slew YYCY fYtW ftdY interest fs|tY, (StCYY YW CYYl ¥Ct '»MY 
YYCB ^YltY YYtYY ft f 

Th. Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIRi I will consider this 

suggestion, but I cannot give a definite reply straight off. 


Health of political prisoner Baton Oabeadra Nath Dae. 

Mia Or. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIKl (a) Will ike 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 10 
state— 

(t) whether fiabu Debendra Nath Das, a political prisoner, has been 
transferred from Hooghly Jail to Alipore Central Jail; and 
(it) whether he has been suffering from eye trouble? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do ths Government propose to 
take # for his treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMilDDINs (a) Yes. 

(b) He is under treatment at the Eye Infirmary, Medical College 
Hospital. 


Grant of maintenance allowanoe to families of oertain detenus. 

•lift. Ml) SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) U the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that detenus Babus 
Profulla Chandra Chatterji and Jiban Ranjan Sarkar were carrying 
on business at the time of their arrest, as the only source of provision 
for the maintenance of their respective families and that upon their 
arrest the said provisions have been lost to those families? 

( 6 ) If so, what action the Government have taken in that respect? 

» The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINf (a) Both were carrying 

• on business and this source of income has been lost to his dependents 
jn the case of Babu Jiban Ranjan Sarkar but not in the case of Babu 
jPrafulla Chandra Chatterji. 

’ (b) An allowance has been sanctioned for the dependente of Baba 

Jiban Ranjan Sarkar. 
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Mr. SURENDRA MATH lit WAS I Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the information contained in 
answer (a) was received by him from the police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is very difficult 
for me to say from what source I got the information. I asked the 
local authorities to submit a report, but I have not got papers at my 
disposal to show who were the actual people who supplied the 
information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to reconsider the case of Mr. Prafulla Chandra Chatterji, in 
view of the fact that his wife with her two children saw the Hon’ble 
Minister and myself as the representative of the constituency 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. You are simply 
giving out information here instead of asking for information. PJease 
put it in the form of a question for eliciting certain information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will reconsider the case of Mr. Prafulla 
Chandra Chatterji in view of further information that has been received 
by him in the meantime? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member 
brought this case to my notice, and I am prepared to discuss it again 
with him if he so desires. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the amount of allowance sanctioned for 
Babu Jiban Ranjan Sarkar? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Rs. 15. 


Order of the District Magistrate of Dacca to exhibit lists of inmates 

of houses. 

•110. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to* 
state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Dacca issued 
an order on the 7th July under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, 
to the effect that at the entrance doors of all houses lists of inmates 
should be hung up? 
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(b) If so, what are the reasons for the issue of such an order? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether such an 
order was made after consulting the local peace committee? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling amongst 
the residents of Dacca and the leading citizens and important publio 
bodies of Dacca against the promulgation of such an order? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
District Magistrate for the withdrawal of the aforesaid order forthwith? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes; the names of 

male‘*members over 14 only were required. 

(b) The lists indicate persons who prima facie have good reasons to 
be in the house: if a search for escaping offenders is necessary they 
make it possible at an early stage to eliminate bona fide residents and 
furnish them with a ready means of establishing their credentials. 
They therefore both facilitate police work and minimise the incon- 
venience which genuine residents must unfortunately undergo during 
investigations. 

(c) and (e) No. 

(d) Only the Bar Library addressed a protest to the District 
Magistrate. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer (<l ) the Hon' hie Minister 
says that the Bar Library addressed a protest to the District Magistrate. 
Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Bar Library in its* protect made it abundantly cleur that the promul- 
gation of the order was bad in law? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have no such 
information. 


Family allowance for certain security prisoners. 

•121. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state 
whether he has received petitions from security prisoners Babu Madhu- 
sudan Ouha and Bubu Jatindra Mohan ltukshit for granting them 
Jamily allowances? 

(6) If so, what action has been taken on those petitions? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that Madhu Babu was the sole earning member of bis family 
consisting of his old father, mother, wife and a minor 
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(it) that Jatin Babu was an earning member of hit family consist- 
ing of his wife, daughter and others ; and 

(in) that Jatin Babu has been served with notices threatening 
legal actions by his creditors P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of — 

(i) granting family allowances to them ; and 

(if) taking steps to save the property of Jatin Babu during the 
period of his detention? • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The petition of Babu Madhusudan Guha has been rejected and 
that of the other prisoner is still under consideration. 

(c) (i) His father is an Advocate who I believe at one time hod a 
good practice. 

(ii) I am awaiting report from local officers in the matter. 

(in) Yes. 

(d) (i) and (ii) The honourable member is referred to the answer to 
(c) above. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: W ill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what sort of enquiry bus been made about the richness 
of the prisoner’s father who is an advocate and had a good income at 
one time? 

Thu Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is the report I have 
received from the local authorities. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : zfcrfft ^ TCW7 
W-W fV C? C? it? f*F$l “an advo- 
cate, who had at one time good practice*’ r practice ofa 

f|*r r 

Thu Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no detailed in- 
formation, but ii is assumed that he is in a position to be able t<* 
maintain his son’s family. 

tabu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : jft 

c? f^*r M 1 c?Wi ?t? 1 fwBPn 

*ttft f% C? ?ft |?ff? 4 $ TOl ftn? fiCTERI T?OT f* T 



VHh] 


QUESTIONS. 


*8 

Mr* SPEAKER* He wants to know whether an enquiry has Been 
made as to his father’s present actual income. Tour answer is “at 
one time he had a good practice”. 

. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He is rather an old 
gentleman and I do not know if he either practises now or practises 
very much. But I assume that one who has had a good practice for a 
long time in the bar is in a position to maintain his family. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Will the Hon’ble Minister deprive 
this Security prisoner of a family allowance on the assumption that hie 
father who had once a good practice must be in a position to maintain 
or would he not like to look into the matter himself in view of the 
fact that his father has not any practice now, good, bad or indifferent ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
so^desires, I will enquire into the matter. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Madhu Basil’s father had any income yielding 
any profit at the present moment ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : He has already said that he will make an inquiry. 


Recrudescence of communal riots in Daoca. 

*122. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state what 
arrangements were made by the (fovernment und the local authorities 
to prevent the recrudescence of communal riots in Dacca while the 
Enquiry Committee were sitting? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(/) that disturbances took place in the same areas that were affected 
by the previous riot ; and 

( ii ) that the disturbances occurred repeatedly within a few hundred 
yards of the District Magistrate’s office and Police office? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what precautions, 
if any, were taken to put a stop to the recrudescence of disturbances 
promptly in the previously affected area? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Constant patrols were 
maintained in all parts of the citv with all the available police forces 
including the normal strength of the Dacca city police, the Dacca 
special armed force and verv considerable policy reinforcements. 
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(b) (•) Some of the disturbances on and after 26th June, 1041, took 
place in gome of the area* where incidents had occurred during March 
to May. 

(it) Some of the incidents occurred at the Nawabpur Bridge (100 
yards from the Collectorate and Police offices) and on the roadway 
(about 80 yards away). 

(c) A state of emergency was declared and the Defence Scheme put 
into operation on 26th June, 1941, and troops were called out in aid of 
the civil power. Orders were promulgated on 27th June, 1941, prohibit- 
ing the assembly of more than 4 persons, the carrying of any thing 
capable of being used as a weapon of offence and movement out of doors 
between 7 p.m. and 5-30 a.m. Strong additional police reinforcements 
were also sent to the city. 


Damage and loss of life in riots in Daoca district. 

*123. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing from April to July, 1941 — 

(a) the number of persons killed and wounded ; 

(b) the number of — 

(1) residential houses, 

(2) shops, and 

(3) business houses 
looted and burnt; 

(c) the number of persons who left their homes; and 

(d) the amount of losses suffered by the people in the communal 

riots that occurred in the Dacca city and in the Narayan- 
ganj subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) To 2Sth July, 1941 — 
killed 62 and injured 150. 

(b) to (d) Information is not available. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ) Sir, in reply tmst&md question 
No. 84 the Hon’ble Minister says that up to 26th July, 1941, the number 
of persona killed was 94 and that of wounded was 313, but in starred 
question $p. 123 the numbers are 62 and 150 respectively. 



QUESTIONS. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I might explain the 
position. In starred question No. 123 the information asked for was 
between April and July. That is the reason why there is this discre- 
pancy. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (b) (i) 
of question No. 122, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether the disturbance broke out for the second time on the Return 
Rath day (Ultn Rath)?' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. The 
date has been given in the answer and the honourable member can find 
it out. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think he has forgotten. Let un forget it also. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer to (b ) to (d ) , question 
No. 123, the Hon’ble Minister says “Information is not available". 
The answer relates to the question as to whether the amount of losses 
incurred by the people has yet been ascertained. Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (ioverniuent have taken any 
steps to ascertain the losses sustained by the people? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
consider the desirability of taking early steps to ascertain what losses 
have been incurred ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. I do not 
think, firstly, any useful purpose will he served; secondly, it is very 
difficult to ascertain what losses have been sustained. 


Dacca Riot Enquiry Committee. 

•124. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to atate what 
arrangements, if uny, have been made for the safety of the Enquiry 
Committee, its members and of the lawyers and witnesses that appear 
before them? 


o 
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(b) Do the Government contemplate the inclusion of the causes of 
the recent recrudescence of communal riots in Dacca in terms of refer- 
ence of the enquiry that is already proceeding? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) The President and 
Mr. Sharpe have been provided with personal guards. 

(ii) A guard is provided on the house occupied by the Standing 
Counsel ; no other lawyer has asked for one. 

(iii) The representatives of the Hindu Mahasabha asked — 

(J) that an armed guard be provided on the bus which brings 
their witnesses to Court. This was provided. 

(2) that a constable be posted outside the house of any witness 
deposing for them while he was doing so. This has also 
been done. 

In fact, however, these facilities have not been availed of since the 
first day after the resumption of the proceedings. 

(iv) There is a guard on the building in which the Committee sits, 
while it is in Session. 

(b) Government do not propose at present to change the terms of 
reference of the Committee. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the Standing 
Counsel to whom a guard has been provided, did he ask for a guard 
himself unlike the other lawyers appearing in this case? 

The Hon’blt Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government did not propose 
to include the causes of the recrudescence of the riot and also the 
causes of riots in the Narayanganj subdivision within the terms of 
reference because the causes are the same everywhere? 


The HoiPbli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think the 
honourable member has followed this question. It refers to the second 
riot which took place, not the first riot either in the town or in the 
Narayanganj subdivision. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Family allowance for oertain security prisoners. 

SI. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MA4UMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that security prisoners Bahus Provat Chandra Chakravarty, 
Girindra Kumar Basu Neogi and Chandra Kumar Ghosh 
applied to the Government for family allowances; 

(fi) that their petitions have been rejected ; 

(m) that Babu Provat Chandra Chakravarty, one of the sub-editors 
of the Ananda Bazar Patnka , was getting a pay of Rs.50 
per mouth before his arrest; 

(iv) that he has got to maintain his old mother and the family of his 
elder brother; 

(v) that Babu Girindra Kumar Basu Neogi had to maintain bin 
family consisting of his wife and children before his arrest 
from his income derived from grain business (paddy and 
kalai) besides his income from his jote lands; 

(ri) that Babu Chandra Kumar Ghosh used to earn about Rh. 70 to 
Hs.80 per month from his abadhoutie (indigenous) medicine 
and treatment for the maintenance of his family members 

\ consisting of his old grandmother, old maternel aunt and 
others ; 

(vii) that Babus Provat Chandra Chakravarty and Chandra Kumar 
Ghosh were detenus last time during 1930-38 and each of 
them was granted a family allowance of lts.25 per month; 

and 

(t mi) that owing to their arrest and detention as security prisoners 
they were unable to maintain their families? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
ionsidering the desirability of re-examining their cases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) to (Hi) and (vii) 
Tes. 

• (to) and ( b ) No. 
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(v) He maintained his wife and children with the income from 
landed property held jointly with his brother. He had no business in 
grain or pulses at the time of his arrest. 

( vi ) Before arrest I am informed that he was earning Rs.20 — 30 
by the practice of indigenous medicine. He is joint with his adult 
brother and his family includes his uncle’s mother-in-law, his mother’s 
sister and her adult son. 

(v Hi) The financial position of the families of Messrs. Chakravarty 
and Neogi has not substantially deteriorated as a result of their arrest. 
■In the family of Babu Chandra Kumar Ghosh there are adult members 
capable of earning. 


Use of handcuffs on certain security prisoners* 

82. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn 
to the fact that the following security prisoners, namely: — 

(i) Sreejut Jatindra Mohan Iiakshit ; 

(it) Sreejut Binode Chowdhury; 

(i it) Sreejut Sukhendu Dutt; 

(iv) Sreejut Mudhusudan Guha ; 

( v ) Sreejut Moti Chakravarty ; and 

(vi) Sreejut Dinesh Das Gupta; 

were transferred on the 19th May, 1941, from Chittagong 
Jail to Hijli Special Jail with handcuffs; and 

(vii) Sreejut Preoda Mittra was transferred on the 19th June, 1941, 

from Chittagong Jail to Hijli Special Jail with handcuffs and 
ropes round his waist ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is it a fact that similar incident occurred at Barisal in the first 
week of December, 1940, when the security prisoners were made to walk 
through the crowded streets with handcuffs and ropes tied round their 
waists ? 

(d) Is it the instruction of the Government to handcuff and tie with 
ropes the security prisoners who are detained without trial while on 
transfer from one jail to another jail? 
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( e ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling- amongst 
the security prisoners for being handcuffed and tied with ^opes round 
their waists while on transfer? 

(/) II the answer to tc) is in the affirmative, what steps do the 
-Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (e) Yes. 

(b) The officer responsible for escorting the prisoners was of the 
opinion from their attitude and behaviour that they might attempt to 
escape. 

(c) Eight security prisoners were handcuffed but not roj>ed during 
their transit from the jail to the steumer ghat, (iharis for this part of 
the journey were provided in which the prisoners refused to travel. 

(d) The treatment of security prisoners on transfer is regulated by 
Police Regulations, Bengal 700 of which a copy is in the Library and 
to # whieh the honourable member is referred. 

(f) The attention of the officials concerned has been drawn to the 
instructions on the subject. 


Revision of 8eourity Prisoners Rules. 

83. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: (a) With reference 
to the answer given to the starred question No. 174 on the 19th March, 
1941, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state whether the revision of the rules regarding the treat- 
ment of the security prisoners, i.e., persons detained without trial under 
the Defence of India Rules has been completed ? 

(b) If so, will he be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the rules? 

(r) If the revision has not been completed as yet, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

( d ) Will the Hon ’hie Minuter he pleased to state — 

(/) when detention, i.e., imprisonment without trial under the 
Defence of India Rules began; 

(it) the number of persons now detained without trial under the 
Defence of India Rules; and 

(iii) how many of them have been granted family allowance? 

The Hoff’bU Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) A copy is laid on the Library Table. 
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( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) The first orders under Defence of India Rule 26 (1) ( b ), issued 
on 8th June, 1940. 

(it) 216 on 31st July, 1941. 

(tit) 11. 


Persons killed and wounded in Daoca riot. 

64. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the number of persons — 

(1) killed, and 

(2) wounded; and 

( b ) the number of houses looted, in the recent Dacca riot? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: («) Up to 26th July, 1941— 

(1) 94 killed. 

(2) 313 wounded. 

(b) No figures are available. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which ora] answers were given) 

Warders of the Presidency and Alipore Central Jails. 

•55. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state- 

fa) the qualifications, nature of duties and salaries allowed to 
European warders in the jails as compared with the Indian 
warders ; 

(6) what are the respective hours of duties of Indian and European 
warders in the Presidency and Alipore Central Jails; and 
fa) what are the respective rules for the grant of leave to these 
two classes of warders? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: fa) and (b) A statement 

is laid on the Table. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to Chapter XV of the Bengal 

Service Rules of whiofi a copy is in the Library. 
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Statement referred to m the reply to clauses (a) and (b) of starred 
question No. 55. 

(a) As regards qualifications and duties the honourable member if 
referred to the following provisions of the Bengal Jail Code of whioh 
a copy is in the Library — 



European 

warders. 

Indian 

warders. 

Qualifications 

267 

297*, 298 

Duties 

270, 271 

346,346 


odified in No. 162-H J.D., dated the 12th October, 1C40 (copy of which Jt laid on 
the Library Table). 

Scales of pay are given below — 

• European warder — Its. 175 — 4/2 — 195 — 5/2 — 220. 

Chief European Warder — Rs.220 — 10/2 — 230 — 5/2~— 250. 

Indian warder — Its. 22 — 20 with increments of Re.l after 3, 7, JO 
and 17 years’ approved service. 

Indian Head Warder— Rs. 30— 1 / 2-37. 

Indian Chief Head Warder — Rs.45 — 1 — 50. 

(b) Duty hours of European warder— Day duty from unlock to 
12 noon or 12 noon to lock-up and Night duty from 8 p.m, to 4 a.m. 
by rotation. 

Duty hours of Indian warder— Day duty from unlock to 12 noon or 
12 noon to lock-up. Night duty from 2 or 3 hours according to watches. 
Extra duty, i.e., double duty is very rare. 


Slit trenches in Maiden. 

•58. Mr. HALIHI RANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the particular expert authority which recommended the 
construction of the slit trenches in the Maidan in their 
present form; and 

(it) whether the Military authorities were consulted before 
constructing the slit trenches? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the opinion that was 
tendered by them ? 
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The Hon’We KhWtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The trenches were 
constructed under orders of Government after considering the views ol> 
* number of persons. 

( b ) I am unable to indicate the part, if any, played by the Military 
authorities. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

TOT «TtTOR fa 4$ 3 TTO ^ ^*^5 TO fefaH TOTCSj ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : lit 

fa ^ jm cnc^ fifa r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the honour- 
able member to have a look at them in the maidan. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : jrfa% rft =T 7 m 
Npjq* TOT WtTOR fa fan 4 $ c*ft^l* *T?TOFl frorfk^R 

fa & to* *tfanr ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not understood the 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would personally suggest to the Government as 
well as the Opposition to consider this that in matters like this* which 
are likely to come up now or in future, it may not be desirable to 
disclose many things. I feel that if there is some conflict between 
the House and the Government in discussing some of these matters, 
it will be for Government to satisfy everybody concerned. Supposing 
a scheme has gone wrong from the security point of view the question 
should be answered because it is desirable that the public should know. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this question 
is concerned, I am prepared to give all the information that is possible. 
Of course anything that may be very useful and good can be a subject 
of humorous comment if the honourable member takes it in a 
frivolous mood. I may inform the House that as far as these slit 
trenches are concerned 

Mr. SPEAKER! My point of view is this. In matters like this 
the House is entitled to know something; though some of these things 
should not be published. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There as also another aspect of 
the matter to which I want to draw your attention. ' The public mind 
is very much exercised over this question and they naturally expect that 
something should be done in order to give protection to the public and 
from that point of view Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker has, I think, put 
this question for the purpose of satisfying the public whether expert 
opinion was obtained before this scheme was launched upon. 

As regards supplementary questions, answers given by Hon’ble 
Minister are printed and .supplementary questions will arise and if it 
is the intention that supplementary questions might be addressed to 
the Hon’ble Minister privately who will satisfy the members asking 
supplementary questions, I do not think that there will be any diffi- 
culty' . In any event these questions have got enormous public 
interest and as such public answers are demanded. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is what I feel also. Answers should be 
given to any question that may be asked whether Government can or 
cannot answer. After that the supplementary questions will be a 
matter of arrangement between the Government and the Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am prepared to accept 

any practical suggestion in this respect. I should be very glad to 
inform the House because 1 think the House, especially the honourable 
members sitting on that side of the House, should know’ w’hat is being 
done and realise the seriousness of the whole situation. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 7«t1 4* C? 

to 4 * eft® srti 4* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He wants to know what was the opinion of the 
experts as regards their suitability. 

The Hn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They must have consi- 
dered them suitable; otherwise they would not have asked the Govern- 
ment to incur the expenditure. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 4 * m fa 

YtY f YYMY fT ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the absence of proper 
*air raid shelters these places are the best means available for protection 
against air raid. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS s Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the experts whom the Government consulted 
advised them that in these trenches water might stagnate and that 
these trenches might turn out to be mosquito-breeding grounds as they 
have actually turned out to be? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I consider that some 
quantity of mosquitoes is better than being bombed out of existence. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that all these slit trenches are filled up with water and have become 
quite unfit for any kind of shelter against air raid? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is where I differ 
from the honourable member. Actually there has not been much 
stagnation of water and even if there is a certain amount of water I 
suggest that standing in it or sitting in it with a little bit of water 
against the possibility of being bombed or killed is better even if it 
entails inconvenience for a short while, for half an hour or an hour. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the slit trenches are brimful of water? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know if that is 
a fact but it is possible that after u very heavy rain they may be 
brimful of water. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make arrangements for pumping the water out of these slit 
trenches in order to make them available for use by the public? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: For the present I do not 
think that it is necessary. But if you are driven to that perhaps that 
may be one of the solutions. 


Interview with Lokenath Bal, a prisoner. 

•81. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails> Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether Lokenath Bal is a prisoner in the Alipore Central 

Jail; 

(b) when ho got, his last interview; 
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(c) how many applications for interview with the said prisoner hav 
been received b.v Government since his last interview; and 

{d) how applioatious to in (c) above, have been deal 


Th* Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: («) Yes. 

(b) On the 31st December, 1939. 

(c) Two. 


an In .°, ne c ?®? the application for interview was from his mother 
and was allowed but she did not avail herself of the permission. I* 

Wtrm^ apl i cant wa8 Li8 ^«ther-i u -law but he had alread, 
left Calcutta before orders were passed on it and the rase was kept in 
abeyance pending a fresh application. 


Babn NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : ^ ^ 

TO TOtTO fv CT CTORM aqv m W Brothor-m-Iawc* nmts 
TOf? 'A'pfc* 5^,^, fa ^ f 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 believe they were 
informed at the place where they were staying in Calcutta. 1 do not 
know whether they were informed at Chittagong or not. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : alt 

f¥ C«rtTO<t g; U)ij; SsfVffwi ujaftr^T CTO TOTO <?& T 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: That is quite true. If 

the old lady wants, interview can he arranged on any particular day on 
which she will he in Calcutta. As I have stated here, unfortunately 
she must have left ( alcutta or for some reason she did not take 
advantage of it. Probably she left Calcutta before permission was 
given. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : ^ 

fV CTOTO TOJ ftrottr u? wtfror cyto r 

Tho Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I am sorry I cannot do 
• that. I think that the honourable member who is go much interested 
will be able to do that better and this thing will also be published in 
the papers. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are right. 
(After starred question No. 65 wa a called.) 
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Mr. tAIANKA IEKHAR 8ANYAL: I suggest that starred 
question No. 65 and unstarred questions Nos. 56 and 58 may be taken 
together. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Yes, I think we may take these questions up op 
another day. There is no time now because there are other questions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: All that I beg of you is to 

see after finishing the other questions we are not in a hurry over these 
questions. If there is not ample time, then they may be held over 
because we want sufficient time for these questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that within 10 minutes’ time we shall 
be able to finish. 


Crievanots of Jail clerks. 

•67. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased 
to state whether certain grievances of the jail clerks were submitted to 
him by a memorial, dated the 11th May, 1938? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
iaken in respect of the aforesaid grievances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(6) A note of the demands submitted and the order of Government 
on them is laid on the Library Table. 


Working houre of Jail clorka, 

•73. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state what are the working hours of the jail clerks in Bengal? 

(b) Whether it is a fact that they are required to work on Sundays 
and gazetted holidays? 

(c) Whether it is a fact that jail clerks are made to perform 
executive duties in addition to clerical works? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Hours of duty of 
jail clerks are from 7 a.m. to 12 noon and from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in ♦ 
district jails and from 6-30 a m. to noon and from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m*. 
in Central Jails butvlhese hours may vary in individual cases. 
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(b) In Central Jails and District Jails with more than one clerk, 
the clerks are usually allowed to avail themselves of the Pujah and 
Christmas holidays in two batches. They are also allowed to take 
Sundays off in special cases. Government have also recently directed 
that in each fortnight one full or two half days off to be enjoyed on 
Saturdays and Sundays only shall be allowed to them. 


(c) Some of the duties of jail clerks are of an executive nature. 


Jail olerks of Bengal. 

•79. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of jail clerks in Bengal; and 

(b) the number of them that have been temporary for five years 

and over (showing their temporary period of service in each 
case) P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 79. 

{a) 88 (7G permanent and 12 temporary). 

(b) Amongst the permanent clerks the following were temporary for 
the period specified against them : — 

8 for over 5 years. 

9 for over 6 years. 

6 for over 7 years. 

2 for over 8 years. 

Of the temporary clerks one has put in over 6 years’ service, one 
over 7 years and one over 9 years. 


Protest mooting against the Juts Regulation Act, 1940. 

•69. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact that on the 28th 
February last a meeting was held at Chuknagar, police-station 
Dumuria, in the district of Khulna, to criticise the Jute Regulation 
Act of 1940 P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister beV ea8e d to state whether it is a 
fact that Babu Anil Chakravarti was arrested for delivering a speech 
'in that meeting P 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state bow many people 
have been arrested in connection with the function of Jute day, the 
28th February, in the district of Khulna ? 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No such meeting was 
held at Chuknagar on or about the 28th February, 1941, 

( h ) and (c) Do not arise. 

i< 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Minister in giving his reply to ( b ) and (c) says that they “do 1 not 
arise”. I should, in this connection, like to draw your particular 
attention to question (c), and if you will kindly go through it, you 
will realise that this question does arise, but Government have avoided 
replying to it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it ought to be an independent question. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Since the question is there, I 
think Government cannot say that it does not arise. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry, Sir: 

I realise the mistake. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: In that case, I should like to 
have a proper reply from the Hon’ble Minister. 

Tht Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. I am sorry again because 
I am not in a position to make a reply off-hand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I would suggest, Mr. Ghose, is to allow this 
part of the question as a specific question, have it numbered and sent 
out to the department of Government concerned for a reply. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Thank you, Sir. 


Rcfittal of pormiasion to hold moating at Doulatpur. 

•71. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
petitions were received by the District Magistrate of Khulna from 
Babu Nirmal Chandra Das and others to hold meeting on the 28th 
February last to criticise the Jute Regulation Act, 1940 f 
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(b) Were permissions to hold such meetings at Daulatpur with* 

held? 

( c ) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, whaHs the reason for 
that? 

. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and ( b ) No petition 

was received from Babu Nirmal Chandra Das but a petition was 
received from Babu Sac hi# Bose for permission to hold a meeting on 
the 28th February, 1941, in celebration of All-Bengal Jute Day: 
permission was refused. 

(c) The object of the meeting was reported to be to incite mass 
contravention of the provisions of the Jute Regulation Act. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire whether it is a fact that in response to the petition 
the District Magistrate at the first instance hud allowed the people to 
hold the meeting but subsequently the Superintendent of Police dis- 
allowed that meeting? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8 jr NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite possible in 
case the Superintendent of Police hud had some information which was 
not in the possession of the District Magistrate when he gave the per- 
mission, but when that piece of information was placed liefore him, he 
withheld his previous permission. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: How was it that the Superin- 
tendent of Police could have been in a position to overrule the order of 
the District Magistrate on the very same day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The Superintendent of 
Police did not overrule the order of the District Magistrate, but he 
placed certain facts before the latter which mude the District Magistrate 
to change his mind. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In that case, in what way will the 
people proceed, since they had already got the sanction of the District 
Magistrate to hold the meeting there? 

The Hon’bJa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I hope the District 
Magistrate took steps to inform the people that that order had subse- 
quently been cancelled. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that no such intimation was given? 


* Tbi Hoft’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 



QUESTIONS. 




[8th Sept., 


Appointment of Sohadtfed Caste members in the Managing Committeea 
• vra Of SOhoolS. 

•74. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAUI: Will the Hcm’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate the appointment of members of the Scheduled 
Caste community in the Managing Committee of the Government and 
District Board aided middle English and high English schools of the 
Province P 

5 1 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The question will receive sympathe- 
tic consideration. 


In schools which are classed as Scheduled Caste schools for the 
purpose of receiving special treatment and help from the funds allotted 
for Scheduled Caste education, there is no dearth of Scheduled Caste 
members on the Managing Committees. In other schools, it does not 
appear to l>e immediately necessary to make any reservation for 
members of the Scheduled Caste community; the District Magistrate 
may in the case of aided schools and if he thinks that the interests 
of the community are l>eing neglected, insist upon the appointment of 
an additional member to represent those interests. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why “in other schools, it does not appear 
to be immediately necessary to make any reservation for members of 
the Scheduled Caste community” P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is obvious, because 
either there is no Scheduled Caste student or there is no member 
belonging to that community there. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to issvie instructions to the District Magistrates to insist upon the 
appointment of a Scheduled Caste member on the Committees of all 
schools to which grant is given by Government or by the District 
Boards f 

Tha Hon'Wa Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No special directions are 
necessary. As a matter of fact, the present position is that where the 
District Magistrate thinks that the interests of the community are 
being neglected, he insists upon the appointment of an additional 
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member belonging to that community, and that where their interests 
are being looked after, he may not think it necessary to do anything. 
Therefore, there is no point in issuing separate instructions ' to Distriot 
Magistrates. As far as | know, the matter is always settled by the 
District Magistrate in consultation with the school authorities 
concerned. 


Crant of allowance to the family of soourity prisoner Balm Birentfra 
Chandra Chatterjet. 

•75. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received any petition from security prisoner Baba 
Birendra Chandra Chatterjce for granting him a family allowance? 

(b) If so, what action has been taken on it? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that he was granted a family allowance of Rs./>6 only per 
month while he was detained last time under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act during the period 1930-38 ; 
and 

(it) that Biren Babu was the sole earning member of bis family 
consisting of his aged mother, wife and two minor sons and 
was earning not le^s than Rs.100 a month? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting him a family allowance? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (c) (i) Yes. 

( b ) It has been rejected. 

( c ) (it) Yes, except that his mother was not maintained by him. 

(d) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, in answer (c) (it) Govern- 
ment admits that Biren Babu was the sole earning member of bis 
family and still we find that Government is not ready to grant any 
allowance to Biren Babu’s wife and children. Now, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the admission made by it is wrong 
or the statement made by it is wrong? 

ThO Hoft’M# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, 

none of my statements are incorrect. 
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Mr. SPEAKER. But Sir Nazimuddin, his point is that the Security 
prisoner in question having been the sole earning member of his 
family, leaving out the case of his mother, what has Government done 
for the maintenance of his family, namely, his wife and two 
children P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The uncle of the prisoner 
is ready to maintain the eldest son as well as the prisoner’s wife and 
the other son if they live separately. The wife of the prisoner, how- 
ever, is unwilling to receive any help from the uncle although the 
latter is prepared to maintain the family. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that Biren Babu was supporting 
his wife and the two children as well as his mother who was living at 
Benares, and that while he had been a detenu under the Bengal Crimi- 
nal Law (Amendment) Act in the former days, Government had given 
a separate allowance for his wife and children and another allowance 
for his mother? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have stated the facta 
which are already there, and I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state w r hat is the source of maintenance of his wife aud 
the two minor sons now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already 
stated, the uncle had offered to maintain the prisoner's wife and the’ 
children. He is prepared to take the eldest son and also to provide 
for the maintenance of the wife and the other son of the prisoner if 
they live separately from him. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister in 
communication wHli that uncle and has the offer been made by the 
uncle to the Government P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: This is our information. 
Unless the honourable member can satisfy me that this is not correct, 
I have got nothing further to say. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am not making any insi- 
nuation. I am simply asking for information whether this offer has 
belli made to Government and whether the matter is under communi- 
cation between the uncle and the Government. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No, Sir. This informa- 
tion I have received from those who are making the enquiry and these 
officers were assured that this was the position. If the honourable 
member can satisfy me that this position is not correct and that the 
uncle is not prepared to maintain, in that case I am prepared to look 
into it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Pending the acceptance of 
this offer or the materialising of this offer, how is the family including 
the wife and tine minor sons being maintained and what is the informa- 
tion of Government with regard to that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Th ere was some saving 
at the time when the prisoner was arrested and I think they are main- 
taining themselves from that saving. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that the wife of Birendra 
Bahu with her children are living with a poor relation of hers who can 
hardly maintain his own family? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is because the wife 
is not prepared to accept assistance from the uncle. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 

please consider the desirability of furnishing maintenance from 
Government pending the filial solution of the matter between the Gov- 
ernment and the uncle? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The difficulty i*. not with 
regard to any question between the uncle and the Government. The 
uncle is prepared to maintain but the difficulty is that the lady is not 
prepared to accept assistance from the uncle. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: In view of the reply just now 
given that the w*ife considers it humiliating to accept any help from 
the uncle, will the Hon'hle Minister he pelased to state what justifica- 
tion has Government got to throw that lady on the mercy of that 
uncle ? 

Tho Hon'blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN 3 That is a big question. 
We feel that if there are family members who are prepared to assist 
them, there is no reason why Government should assist. Govern^nt 
will assist only in those cases where there is no means of such people 
being maintained. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability ok making an enquiry from the lady herself 
as to what are the reasons for her refusing to accept any assistance 
from the uncle P 

The HOfl'blO Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got that already. 
The ground is the long existant ill-feeling between him and her 
husband . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has government applied its 
wisdom into the report of that enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it is 
necessary. It is not disputed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it the policy of Govern- 
ment that when the wife of a detenu refuses to be helped by an Un- 
desirable relation 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The lady considers Government to be a better 
friend than the uncle. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is the policy of Government to refuse 
allowance to the dependants of a detenu when those dependants refuse 
to be obliged by undesirable relations P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, that is the position. 
I do not think that Government can accept the position that the 
dependants who refuse to accept assistance from their families must 
have assistance from Government. That is a proposition which we are 
at present not prepared to accept. 

♦ 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it the information of Gov- 
ernment that all uncles are friends. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Next. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, this is an important 
question. 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Cirole Offtoer, Nat ore North Circle. 

53. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: pz) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of t ho Home Department been drawn to the 
judgment delivered by the Subordinate Judge of llujsh ah i against the 
present Circle Officer, Natore North Circle? 

(b) Is it a fact that the learned Judge made a remark against hia 
conduct towards one Union Hoard President within his circle? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, hus been taken against 
tlfc officer concerned ? 

(d) If no action has been taken as yet, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to- take any 
action ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The case was not 
heard by the Subordinate Judge of ltajshahi; it was tried by the Munsif 
of Natore; an appeal has been filed against the order of the Munsif which 
is pending before the District Judge of Rajshahi. 

(b) to id) Do not arise. 

Mr. SATYA PR1YA BANERJEE: W it h reference to answer (a) } 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if his attention lias been 
drawn to the judgment of the Munsif of Natore against the Circle 
Officer of Natore? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The question is tub judice 
as far as I can see from the answer. 


Assault on an under-trial prisoner in Berhampore Jail. 

IS. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that one under-trial prisoner ^was struck on the head 
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by a warder in the Derhampore Jail od or about the 31st January, 1941, 
causing 1 bleeding injury and necessitating his removal to the jail hospi- 
tal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the reason or justification for’ 
such an assault? 

(c) If there was no justification for this assault, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to Jtake 
against the warder concerned? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Yes. 

(b) Disobedience of orders for not sitting in file for the Superin- 
tendent’s daily parade. 

(c) Disciplinary action was taken, but I am not satisfied with it, 
and am having the case reviewed. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to tell us the approximate time lie may take to 
review the case finally? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I looked into this case 
about 10 or 15 days ago and it has not come back to me yet. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the nature of the disciplinary action taken? 


The Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : I do not think any useful purpose 
will be served now in asking this. 1 am not satisfied with the dis- 
ciplinary action taken and I am looking further into this question. 


Cumti river embankment. 

78. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the recent 
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breaches in the Gumti river embankment has caused irreparable loss 
to the poor cultivators of Kotowali police-station and Burichong police- 
station of the Tippera district? 

. (6) If so, what measures, if any, do the Government contemplate 
taking in the matter? 


MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
COSSimbazar) ■ ( a ) and {b\ The honourable member is referred to the 

reply given to starred question No. 89 in this session. 


Keleghai Embankment in Contai subdivision. 

78. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MONDAL: {a) Will the Hon 'ble 

Minister in charge of the Coimnunicutioiih and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state — 

(>) the amount estimated to he received as Public. Works cess or 
Embankment eess for Keleghai Embankment ; and 

(?i) the scheme on which it i* likely to he spent? 


{hi Is the Rou ble Minister aware that the flood in Contai subdivi- 
sion of Midnaporc in 1940, was mainly due to the breach in Keleghai 
Embankment? 

(V) lias the said breach been repaired? 

id) If so, will the Hon’ble Mini-ter be plea^d to state the amount 
spent for repairing the breach? 

let What steps the Government huve taken or intend to take to 
stop recurrence of such breach? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (i) The embankment receipts in respect of three embankments, viz., 
Kaliaghye left, Salimabad and Amarshi Embankn^nts on the banks of 
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the Kaliaghye river are estimated at Bs. 14,517 per annum for a period 
of 15 years commencing from the 1st April, 1934. 

(ii) The Takavi cess is spent on the repairs and maintenance and 
works connected therewith of the Takavi embankments. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The total estimated cost is Rs.9,000; but the figure for actual 
expenditure incurred is not yet available. 

(e) A scheme for widening the bed of the river Kaliaghye on both 
sides from Langolkota to Sewlipur has been sanctioned and funds pro- 
vided for it in the budget. The execution of this work is expected to 
lower the flood level of the river and thus ensure the safety of the 
embankments. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointments in the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
ment from 1937 to 1941. 

MOO. Mr. MUHAMMAD ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing grade 
by grade the number of clerical and other superior appointments made 
in his Department from the 1st April, 1937, to 30th June, 1941, from 

th e 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) Others? 

Tho Hon'Ma Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cottimbaar: 

A statement is laid pn the Table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 100. 



Number of appointments. 


Name of service, post or 
* office. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Sche- 

duled 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Others. 

Remarks. 

(1) Bengal Senior Service 
<3f Engineers (Irri- 
gation). 

4 


3 


No qualified Sche* 
duled Caste 

candidate was 
available. There 
is still one 

vacancy which 
is reserved for a 
Muslim. 

(2) (a) Bengal Engineering 
Service (Irrigation) 

3 

1 

3 



(b) Bengal Engineering 
Service ( Irrigation ) 
(temporary). 

6 


0 


No qualified 

Scheduled Caste 
candidate waa 
available. 

(3) (a) Subordinate Engi- 
neering Sen ice 

(Irrigation) Over- 

seers. 

2 -’ 

2 

16 



(6) Subordinate Engi- 
neering Service 

(Irrigation) Over- 

seers (temporary). 

21 

2 

15 



(4) Zilladar 



1 



(5) Department of Communi- 
cations and Works 

(Irrigation) including 
Chief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion’s office — 






(a) Assistant (Lower 

Division ). 

1 


1 



(6) Assistant (tempor- 
ary). 

1 





(c) Typist 

1 


1 



(d) Typist (temporary) 

1 





(s) Mohurrir 

1 



.. 


(/) Mohurrir (temporary) 



1 



it) Beoord Supplier (tala' 
porary). 



1 

! 

" ! 

^ I 
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Number of appointments. 

Name of service, poet or 
office. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Sche- 

duled 

Oste 

Hindus. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Others. 

(6) South-Western, Southern 
and De . elopment Cir- 
clee — 

(a) Head Assistant 

1 




(b) Correspondence Clerks 
{Upper Division). 

2 


1 


(c) Correspondence Clerks 
(Lower Division). 

14 

3 

18 


(d) Correspondence Clerks 
(Lower Division) 

(temporary). 

10 


13 


(«) Head Estimator 

1 




(J) Estimator 

3 


fi 


(g) Estimator (temporary) 



1 


(h) Draftsman 

5 

3 

8 


(i) Draftsman (tem- 

porary). 

1 



1 

(j) Tracer 

2 


3 


(k) Tracer (temporary) .. 

1 


3 


(0 Typist 



5 


(m) Subdivisional Clerks, 
etc. 

« 

- 

11 


(n) Subdivisional Clerks, 
etc. (temporary). 

J 


1 


(o) Mohurrirs, Tahsildar. 
etc. 

3 

- 

7 


( p ) Mohurrirs, Tahsildar, 
etc. (temporary). 

4 1 

| 

3 

14 


(q) Miscellaneous posts . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 



Construction of Chorpur-Halitabari road in Mymensingh. 

•101. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that Nalitabari, Buuagram and other places of the same locality 
in the Jamalpur subdivision in the district of Mymensingh^ 
are important paddy centres; 
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(ii) that they supply paddy and wood throughout the district and 
other places of Bengal; and 

(in) that there is no road connecting the said places? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government contemplate the con- 
struction of a road connecting Sherjmr and Nalitabari via Ghagra 
Laskar ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

(a) (?) and (it) I have no information. 

(tit) There are unmetalled roads connecting the said places. 

(b) Not at present. 

Lighting restriction to motor cars in Chittagong town. 

*115. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(?) that the condition of the roads in (’hittagong town is not good ; 
and 

(/?) that the local authorities have already moved Government for 
the modification of lighting restrictions to motor cars in the 
town to prevent accidents? 

ib) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, what action the 
Government projio.se to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Question Postponed. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would rather 
request you to have this question (Starred Question No. 05) post- 
poned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

My idea is that I will get these four questions (Starred Questions 
Nos. 05 and 112 and Unstarred Questions Nos. 50 and 58 > printed 
together on the ne\t available day so that the members mat get them 
• together, otherwise they will have to hunt out for them. 

.Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, these questions are 
pending some of them from the last session. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: I shall try and see that they cQme up in a day or 
two. 

May I remind the Hon’ble Home Minister that there was an 
adjournment motion tabled and on that adjournment motion I have ' 
postponed my decision pending the reply from Government to t.he 
short-notice question tabled by Mr. Satya Priya Banerji and Dr. Sanyal? 

I shall have to decide the question only after the receipt of informa- 
tion whether it is accepted or not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: When was that short- 
notice question put? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I think last Saturday. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I shall look into it 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I remind the Hon’ble Home 
Minister of another short-notice question which 1 gave notice of in 
connection with the suppression of the statement b\ the Censor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A reply will be given 
shortly. 


Messages. 

The Secretary then read the following messages received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council, namely: — 

(I) “That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be 
asked to the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1941, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeing held on the 
2nd September, 1941”. 

(II) “That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on 
the drd September, 1941, agreed to the St. Thomas’ School (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941, without any amendments”. 


“8tar of India’s” apology. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Members will remember that I issued a notice to 
the “Star of India” and asked an explanation from the paper. I have 
received the following explanation from the editor of the paper: — 

“Premature publication was due to inadvertence and I submit 
my apology to the Hon’ble Speaker and through him my regrets to the 
honourable members for irregularity”. 

It ia an unqualified apology which may be accepted by the House. ‘ 

(It was accepted.) 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The House will now resume further discussion 
on the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Before we proceed with the 
discussions on the clauses of the Bill, may we know. Sir, what proce- 
dure you desire to follow? If we know that, it will be convenient for 
us because we shall then know how to arrange our speakers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is also this thing to be considered. We 
have got only 7 or 8 days. I understand that Government propose to 
introduce the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill in this session and 
then refer it to the Select ('ommittee. We must also know when the 
Hoifse is going to be prorogued by His Excellency the Governor. If 
it is likely to be prorogued before the holidays, when is the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill likely to he taken up? I understand 
that there is also another very important matter, viz., the Bengal 
(ltural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941, which the Govern- 
ment want to be taken into consideration and passed. I would like to 
know the sort of programme which Government propose to follow? 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir, in this connection I w'ould 
like to see you in your Chamber and after we have had some discussion, 
I shall see the leaders of other parties. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the meantime, shall we proceed clause by 
clause? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: So far as we are concerned, we 
have given notice of our amendments which show the various alter- 
native schemes we have in view. We submit that we may take up the 
most exclusive amendments first and we shall follow' clause by clause. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you want to begin with clause 2? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir, we shall 
begin with clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL! We see no reason to deviate from 
the usual practice. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: As regards clause 2, there is still some chance 
of an agreement being reached. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, in that case, you may 
adjourn the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That I cannot do. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is also another difficulty 
in our way. We have to arrange our speakers. We have to give them 
some time to study the different amendments as they stand. We have 
also not received as yet the Government amendments completely. We 
got a bundle sent to us yesterday and we are also not sure if they are 
going to be taken up. If we knew from the Government side a complete 
picture of all that they propose to move in connection with this Bill, 
it would be very helpful for us to prepare our speakers accordingly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot say anything about Government. ‘All 
I say is so far us leaving out particular sections of the Bill is concerned, 
that is not from your point of view satisfactory and you will prefer to 
proceed clause by clause. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We only want to have the 
Qovernment’s mind completely placed before us. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* One does not know one’s own mind. How can 
I speak of the mind of Government? 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is the parliamentary practice 
to let the Opposition know the Government's mind before the debate 
is initiated. 


Clause 1. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: In any case, there is no amendment to clause 1. 
So, 1 shall put it first. 


The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
igreed to. 


Clause 2. 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move 
intendment No. 658. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just a minute, Mr. Roy. Are you moving your 
imendment No. 34, ^Mr. Biswas? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: No, Sir. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, the amendment I move is 
to this effect that for sub-clause (/) of clause 2 the following be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“(1) ‘Recognised* means recognised by the Board or prior to the 
constitution of the Board by the Syndicate of the University of Calcutta 
or by the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education, Dacca”. 

Th is amendment contemplates three alterations. In the first place, 
the frord “approved” in the Bill is to be substituted by the word 
“recognised”. 

The second alteration that is proposed is that whereas under this 
Bill it is the Executive Council which is to recoguise schools and for 
the recognition of schools, the Executive Council is proposed in the 
Bill to be the authority, according to my amendment, it is the Board 
that should recognise and should be the authority to recognise schools. 

•The third alteration that I propose is that whereas under the Bill, 
until the constitution of the Executive Council, the Provincial Govern- 
ment will have the power to recognise a school, according to my 
amendment, the proposal is that until, the constitution of the authori- 
ties under the Act, it is the Syndicate of the University of Calcutta or 
the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education in Dacca which 
should recognise the schools. Before I proceed further, Sir, J shall 
refer to the relevant provisions in the Bill relating to the question of 
recognition. I shall first refer to clause 20 where the power of the 
Executive Council is defined, and 1 propose to quote those portions of 
this clause which have a bearing on the amendment now before us, 
“Subject to the provisions of section IS, the Executive Council shall 
have power to” — I am leaving out the fir»t two paragraphs and come 
to (i)— -“in accordance with such regulations as may be made by tbe 
Board in this behalf, grant or refuse approval to secondary' schools, 
maintain a register of approved secondary schools, and withdraw such 
approval if it thinks fit". Then conics sub-clause (ui), namely, “in 
accordance with such regulations as may he made by the Board in this 
behalf, recognise secondary schools for the purpose of presenting 
candidates for examinations, including the Matriculation Examination 
of the University of Calcutta, and withdraw such recognition if it 
thinks fit”. Then, Sir, 1 move on to sub-section (2) which says that 
with effect from such date as the Provincial Government may, by 
notification, appoint (c) a secondary school w'bicli is not so approved 
and registered shall not be eligible for recognition by the Executive 
Council for presenting candidates for examinations, including the 
Matriculation Examination of the University of Calcutta; provided 
(hat every secondary school which, on the date of the first meeting of 
the Board held under this Act, is recognized b^ the University of 
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Calcutta for the purpose of presenting candidates for the Matriculation 
Examination of the said University, shall be approved and registered 
by the Executive Council for a period of two years from that date and 
shall, during the said period of two years, be recognized by the Execu- 
tive Council for the purpose of presenting candidates for the said 
Matriculation Examination. These are the relevant provisions relating 
to the recognition of schools and the authority of the Executive Council 
to recognize the schools. 

Now, Sir, the amendment that is proposed is that it is not the 
Executive Council which should recognize schools, but it is the Board 
which should exercise that power. And in this connection I propose 
to place before the House some of the provisions relating to the consti- 
tution of the Board as well as of the Executive Council as provided 
in this Bill, because I strongly feel that having regard to the consti- 
tution of the Executive Council and that of the Board, it is the Board 
which should have that authority. All the different academic interests 
are represented on the Board, but the Executive Council is a packed 
body consisting largely of Government officials. In clause 19 of the 
Bill you will find that the Executive Council shall be composed of the 
President, ex-officio, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, 
ex-officio, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dacca, ex-officio, 
the Director of Public Instruction, ex-officio, the Assistant Director of 
Public Instruction, ex-officio, the Deputy Directress of Public Instruc- 
tion for Female Education, ex-officio , two Inspectors of Schools, to be 
appointed by the Provincial Government. So, you have in the Council 
four officials who are under the thumb of the Director of Public 
Instruction, and the Director of Public Instruction will be able to 
control the votes of these officials in the Executive Council. Then, 
there is no non-official lady educationist— there is no lady except the 
Deputy Directress of Public Instruction who is an official. Then, 
there is no representation of teachers here: teachers may come in, but 
they cannot come in as teachers. But if we look at the constitution of 
the Board in clause 4, we find that the academic interests are largely 
represented therein. You have got five head masters of approved high 
schools, one head mistress of an approved high school, two principals 
of approved high madrassahs, etc. Then you have got also the Head 
of the Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic of the University 
of Dacca, the Head of the Sanskrit Department of the University of 
Calcutta, the Head of the Arabic and Persian Department of the 
University of Calcutta. Then there is a provision for the appointment 
of experts in special subjects having technical and educational experi- 
ence. It is provided in aub-clauae (21) of clause 4, that amongst the 
ten persons to be appointed by the Provincial Government, persons 
having special or technical knowledge from the educational standpoint 
in agriculture, industry, commerce and medicine, persons associated 
with physical education and persons of the teaching staff of the training 
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colleges in Bengal shall have to be included. You hare got these 
interests represented on the Board but they are not represented on the 
Executive Council. 


Then, there is a provision for three women to he appointed by the 
Provincial Government to the Board, whereas there is to be only on© 
official lady on the Executive Council. Besides, on the Board, you 
have got representatives of the Senate of the University of Calcutta 
and of the Executive Council of the University of Dacca as well as the 
representatives of this Assembly and of the Council. Looking at the 
constitution of these two bodies, 1 have no hesitation in saying that 
the Board is the proper authority to give recognition to schools, for the 
Board is the proper authority competent to deal with all educational 
and academic matters including special and technical education. But 
if the power of recognition l*-* to be given to the Executive Council, the 
Executive Council will not be able to give full consideration to the 
various interests and stand points that would come up before it. The 
points of view relating to technical and special subjects cannot be 
adequately considered b\ the Executive Council. 

Then, Sir, there is the question as to whether, pending the forma- 
tion of the new authorities, it is the Government or the Syndicate of 
tlie Cniversih of Calcutta or the Dacca Board who will grant recogni- 
tion or approval. 1 feel no doubt, Sir, that 1 shall have the support of 
this House to my amendment. I do not feel that the Government is 
t lie proper authority to grant recognition. We have been fighting 
against this policy ever since the new proposals were placed before the 
couutry. It seems to me that this provision making the Provincial 
Government the authority for recognition of schools is a pernicious and 
insidious proposal. I have no doubt, as was referred to by several 
speakers during th* debate on the recommittal motion, that a depart- 
ment of Government should not control recognition of schools. The 
new authority must not be under the heels of the Writers' Buildings 
and politics or politics of a communal type should have nothing to do 
with the question of recognition of schools. I have no doubt, Sir, 
th^re ought not to be any change in policy before the new authorities 
come into existence. The Calcutta University has always granted 
recognition on the report of the Government Inspectors and, 
Mr. Speaker, you are aware, as you preside over the destinies of the 
School Committee, with what great care and at what great length we 
go into all questions of recognition, and it cannot be suggested that 
the Calcutta University has up till now not done its duty in the matter 
of recognition of schools. So long at least as the new authorities do 
.not come into existence, the present state of things should go on, 
# namely, in regard to the question of recognition the University of 
Calcutta or the Dacca Board, as the case may be. should continue to 
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have this authority a§ before. I do not feel there is any justification 
for washing away what has been done by the Calcutta University all 
these years up till now. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you are also aware that the School Committee 
meets almost every week. In the School Committee we have got Lady 
Educationists, we have got Inspectors of Schools and we have got 
official and non-official elements and there is hardly any reason what- 
soever for taking away the authority of the Syndicate or the Dacca 
Board till the new authorities come into existence. This is a very^ small 
matter and I have no doubt that Government will accept my motion. 
What harm will ensue to secondary education if for a year or so or for 
two years or so the University of Calcutta continues to exercise the 
powers which it has exercised, practically for about a century. 

Sir, this is a very small concession which 1 ask of the Government. 
All that I have said contemplates the establishment of a Board. This 
is not inconsistent with the creation of a new Board, but all tha+ we 
seek in this amendment is that till the new authorities come into 
existence, the Syndicate of the University of Calcutta, or the Dacca 
Board as the case may be, will continue to have this power to give 
recognition to schools. This is nothing more than a small concession. 
The proposal which comes from the Government is to make the 
Provincial Government the authority till the new authorities come into 
existence. I submit, Sir, that that is an insidious and mischievous 
proposal. You cannot, you ought not to give all these academic 
functions to a political body and a body inspired by communal politics. 
The temple of learning should not be desecrated by such communal or 
political considerations. Besides, it is a matter which will create 
consternation in the country. The Government is not aware of the 
merits of the different institutions. How can it straight off go into the 
question as to whether the different schools will continue to have the 
recognition or they should be deprived of it? How it is possible for 

the Government to consider the cases of these 1,400 schools and to come 

* 

to a decision as to which schools should continue to have recognition 
and which should not. I repeat that it will create a serious conster- 
nation all over the country. I hope that the Government will not 
oppose this amendment. 


Mf. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I rise to 
support the amendment which has been moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. He has already pointed out the 
pernicious effect of the definition of the word “approved” as is found, 
in the Bill. If this amendment is not accepted, what will be the 
position? Under clause 4, 5 Head Masters of approved high schools 
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for boys will be elected to the Secondary Education Board by the 
Head Masters of such schools only as will meet with approval in the 
hands of Government. 

Similarly, one Head Mistress of an approved high school for girls 
will be eligible for election to the Board and the Head Mistresses of 
those schools only will be eligible to cast their votes for such election 
which will be approved by the Provincial Government. Now, the 
question is whether the Government should be given this power of 
selecting the schools which may take part in these elections. 

Sir, it was contended by honourable members of the Opposition 
when the motion for recommittal of this Bill was being discussed in 
this House that the primary object of Government in introducing this 
Bill was to snatch away the power of supervision and control of 
secondary education of this province from the hands of the University. 
Thereafter, only a few days bac k when the Special Uommittee was 
considering the provisions of thi* Bill, that contention was upheld by 
th^ members of that Committee and I understand it was generally 
agreed that amendments should he made so that the powers which the 
Government wanted to have for themselves might be minimised as far 
as possible. Therefore, I do not find mt\ reason win such power should 
be given to the Government that the\ may he able to manipulate even 
the elections of members to the Board when it will he constituted. 
Sir, now let us see who virtually form the Government of Bengal . 
Rightly or wrongh, the people of this province understand this Govern- 
ment to he nothing but a Government of the members of the Coalition 
Party. 1 have heard many Ministers say in this House that the 
members of the Coalition Party are the masters of Ministers. One day 
the Hon 'hie Minister of Education was showing his hack towards us 
and was addressing the Coalition Party saying that he had no business 
to talk to the members of the Opposition but that his only duty was to 
address the members of the Coalition Party because they were his 
masters. That statement, rather, confession of the Hon ’bio Minister 
of Education has created an impression in the mind of the people of 
this province that its Government means nothing but the Coulition 
Party which is supporting it, no matter whether a measure that is 
brought forward is good, bad or indifferent. Now, Sir, it is a fact, 
and it has been pointed out by honourable members of the Opposition 
and some other speakers who spoke on the motion for the recommittal 
of this Bill to the Select Committee, that the Coalition Party has 
approached this Bill with a communal outlook. Even the Hon’blv 
Minister of Education admitted that fact. Firstly, he said that the 
Hindus had so long controlled entire education and now the Muslims 
were trying to predominate in the Board in order to control secondary 
education in this province, of course, he also said that the Hindu 
community should wait and see how the Muslims fared, and that if 
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they were found incompetent, in any respect, then and then alone the 
Bill might be amended to that extent. Now, Sir, it will not do for 
the members of the Coalition Party or the Hon’ble Minister to deny 
that the Muslims want to predominate in the Board. Evidently their 
intention is to see that the elections take place in such a way that the 
Muslims ran easily predominate in the Board. It is, therefore, that 
the Government is taking the power of approving only those schools 
which they would consider safe for the purpose of elections. That is 
the apprehension which has led me to support this amendment. If it 
is the intention of Government to disabuse the mind of the Hindu 
community of this province of the apprehension that the Government 
will not allow all the schools which are now approved by the University 
of Calcutta and the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education 
at Dacca to take part in the elections, there should be no objection on 
the part of Government to accept this amendment because this amend- 
ment wants to remove that apprehension. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take to finish? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: About 10 minules, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou may continue your speech after adjournment. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
have already pointed out that if this definition is not amended, then 
ample power will be retained by the Government to manipulate the 
election to the Board in the interest of one community against the 
interest of another. 

Now, Sir, it is known to even body in this House that the feelings 
of the Hindu community have been very much strained upon this 
Bill and if Government continue to have every measure of this Bill 
passed without any amendment, then. Sir, I apprehend that those 
feelings would be far more strained and disorder may set in in this 
province. I ask the Hon’ble the Minister for Education who is also 
the Thief Minister: Does he feel that at this time when internal peace 
and order is the sole object of the Government and also of the public 
in this province he should take any such step or allow any measure to 
be passed which may aggravate the communal tension in this province? 
I believe that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, if he replies to this 
question of mine, will have to reply in the negative. From that point 
of view also, Sir, l.ask the Hou’ble Minister for Education to accept 



1941.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


4t 


this amendment so that the Hindu community may be disabused of the 
apprehension that Government will manipulate the election to the 
Board. 

Then, Sir, if such power is retained by the Government, there is 
every likelihood of the power being abused. For, had that not been 
the intention of Government, why should Government be so anxious to 
retain the power by which they may interfere in the election to the 
Board? AVhen it was agreed that the power of the Government should 
be nynimised so far as this Bill is concerned, what is the reason for the 
Government to retain this power of selecting schools according to its 
own discretion and not allow all schools which are at the present time 
approved and recognised by the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca to 
take part in this election. 1 ask the Hon’ble the Minister for Educa- 
tion: Is it his intention to allow the schools which stand to-day 
approved and recognised by the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca to 
take part in tbe election to the Board? If so, he should accept ibis 
anfendment ; if not, be may, and he will certainly go his own way. 

There is another object of this amendment. JU this amendment we 
want to give the Board the power to upptove schools which muy con- 
tinue their existence after two years under clause 20 and have the 

benefit of grants-in-aid and other benefits. We want the power to 

approve those schools to be vested in the Secondary Education Board 
and not in t lit* Executive Council, as proponed in the Bill. The Execu- 
tive Council is composed, as is provided in this Bill, of only six mem- 
bers who are almost all officials: They are - 

(1) the President, cx-officio; 

( 2 ) the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, cx-officio ; 

(3) the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dacca, rx-offiew; 

(4) the Director of Public Instruction, c. r-officio , 

(o) the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muslim 

Education, ex-officio; 

(b) the Deputy Directress of Public Instruction for Female 

education, ex-officio. 

I ask Sir, why does Government want such a body composed of 
officials and demi-ofticials to have the sole right of approving or dis- 
approving schools which shall be entitled to continue their existence 
or to receive grants and other benefits. Will that help or stampede the 
expansion of secondary education in this province? At present the 
luthorities to approve and recognise the schools which may send in 
candidates for the Matriculation Examination are the University of 
£alcuta and the Secondary Education Board of Dacca. So far as the 
University of Calcutta is concerned, the Syndicate of that University 
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«ita in a meeting to decide the question of approval or disapproval of a 
school for the purposes I have already mentioned, and there is also a 
provision in the University Act under which there is a right of appeal 
against the decision of the Syndicate to the Senate. Now, if this Bill 
is passed into law the sole power to approve or disapprove a school will 
vest only in the proposed Executive Council — the power that is now r 
being enjoyed by the University of Calcutta and the Secondary Educa- 
tion Board of Dacca. In that case, I am afraid the rights and privi- 
leges that are enjoyed by many secondary schools to-day will be taken 
away by Government. I do not know’ what is the object of talking 
such a drastic step: I want the Hon’ble Chief Minister to explain. 

Then, Sir, it is only fair that the Secondary Education Board should 
have the right to approve the schools which shall be affiliated and shall 
have the right to get grants-in-aid. What is the reason for Govern- 
ment taking away that right from the Secondary Education Board that 
is proposed to be constituted under the Bill and to vest these rights in 
the Executive Council which, as I have, said, will be practically an 
official body? Sir. I should repeat that when it was the intention of 
the members of all parties in this House that the Government should 
be given as little power as possible vis-a-vis the powers to be given to 
the Secondary Education Board, I do not see any reason why the Board 
should not be given the power to approve or disapprove the schools. 
The Board will be a mere representative body and the public may have 
confidence in the decision of the Board. Sir, when we read the pro- 
visions of this Bill one by one w’e find that the intention of the Govern- 
ment is to control secondary education in such a wav that the schools 
managed by persons who according to the present Government are 
undesirable will not get registration or approval from the Executive 
Council. What will be the effect of this law wdien it wull be passed 
with this intention? The result will be that many schools which are 
now’ imparting secondary education to boys and girls in the towns and 
villages of this province will cease to have recognition, because the 
department of law and order will unduly interfere in the matter of their 
selection and approval as it is doing at present. Besides, 
communal 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 


Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by 
Mr. Hoy. Mr. Roy who has got much experience in this line put his 
case very ably. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Roy in the course of his speech, made an appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister for Education and said what was the harm if the 
small concession described was given to the University for some time. 
There is no denying the fact that the University of Calcutta and the 
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Board of Secondary Education of Dacca have been the properly ^con* 
stituted authorities for conducting secondary education in this oountry 
so long. It has been spoken from all platforms not inside the House 
only but outside it also that nobody is for officialising the education of 
this country. Then why after all these negotiations this has been 
done? We ask the Hon’ble Minister for Education why the cumbrous 
system will be continued if the same old policy is going to be changed. 

Sir, it has been pointed out by one of the speakers who preceded me 
that the power should not be given to t he Executive Council and that 
it slnfuld remain with the Board. It has been suggested in the amend- 
ment that the Board is there and it is expected that the Board is the 
competent authority to do justice to the needs of education. Why 
then do you bring a small committee on whose report the Board will 
work and why do you give the committee all the power and deprive the 
Board of the legitimate power? This is absurd, this is unthinkable, 
and I should consider that this is very ridiculous, 

•Now. Sir, in clause 19, provision has been made for the constitution 
of the Executive Council. The Hon’ hie Minister cannot say that the 
present system is not working well. If it is contended that it is not 
working well, then he should take steps to make these schools and 
college^ null and void. He cannot at the sume breath blow hot and 
cold. So there is no point in bringing this cumbrous system for the 
advancement of education. 

Sir, under the present system, for the recognition of schools one has 
to apply through the Cniversity. In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons the Hon ’hie Minister has said that for better control of 
secondary education he has brought forward this Bill. If that is the 
intention, why has not this been done before? 

Sir, one point must not be ignored. To-day in this country Gov* 
eminent is incapable of giving adequate financial aid to the cause of 
secondary education. The Hon’ble Minister knows very well that in 
the form of aid many institutions receive very small pittance from the 
Government. There are other institutions which are going on with- 
out Government aid. Now, Sir, nobody in this House or outside it 
can deny that the present system of education is a very expensive one. 
During the debate on the recommittal motion we suggested that if the 
intention of the Government is really to impart education, then they 
ought not to insist on such details as the sort of building or furniture 
or the like. 

Sir, in this country education has been imparted to the boys long 
before the Britishers came here. During the time of the East India 
Company there were 80,000 village schools and every adult in a Hindu 
village could read, write and decipher. After 150 years or bo, our 
position has much deteriorated in this respect and # now only 9 per cent. 
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of the population in this country can read, write and decipher and some 
of them cannot decipher even. Now, Sir, that is the position we have 
come to as a result of the introduction of the system of education in 
this country by the Britishers who have taken charge of our education. 

Now, Sir, the primary duty of Government is to impart education 
to its own subjects. If that if so, we can rightly say that instead of 
giving us education the Britishers have made us so many illiterates. In 
short, that has been the policy of the Britishers beginning from the 
days of the East India Company right up to the present time. .Now, 
after the failure of the descendants of the East India Company if the 
East Bengal Company think that they will he able to thrust upon the 
people of this country a particular form of education, I should consider 
that they are hopelessly mistaken. If the people of this country could 
stand the onslaughts of the East India Company at least for 150 years, 
I should consider that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are going beyond the scope of the 
amendment. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I am discussing the constitution of the 
Board . 

Now, Sir, what 1 was suggesting is this. Why should there be 
two instead of one? I was suggesting also that it would be more cum- 
brous and if this form of education was given it would be more expen- 
sive. Government always complain of paucity of funds. You know. 
Sir, that when the Primary Education Bill was passed it was passed in 
a great hurry. What is the result? The result is that nothing is 
doing. Similarly if this Bill is passed in this way the same story will 
be repeated that there is paucity of funds, and therefore it cannot be 
proceeded with. 

The whole policy of Government is that prior to the constitution of 
the Board Government will take up the work. Many previous speakers 
have spoken very forcibly on this point and both inside and outside 
the Chamber a hue and cry has been raised that education should not 
be officialised. But Government is convinced that there should be a 
Statutory Board. If that is so why the University of Calcutta or the 
Secondary Education Board of Dacca should be deprived of their power 
of recognition? We see no reason why the University should be 
deprived of its power. 

Therefore, Sir, I contend that the amendment suggested by 
Mr. Manilla tha Nath Roy is a very reasonable amendment and should 
wai, t e:. t * 
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Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. the amendment which 
has been moved by Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy raises some very 
important issues to which I desire to draw’ the attention of the House. 
In the first place, Sir, an attempt is made to replace the word 
“approved” by the word “recognised”. If you look at the body of 
the Bill, you will find that there are three different terms used in con- 
nection with a school which desires to obtain recognition from the 
Board. In the first place, there is a provision that every school must 
be approved by the Board. In the second place, there is a provision 
that *an approved school shall also be registered. In the third place 
there is a provision that an approved and registered school only will 
be entitled to the privileges of recognition. Now, Sir, let me ask the 
Government what possibly can be the reason for attempting to devise 
this complex machinery for granting recognition to schools which may 
desire to come under the Board. What is the present position not 
only in this province but in other places P An institution desires to 
he recognised. It applies for recognition ami it submits itself to the 
conditions which are prescribed by rules or regulations of the authority 
concerned. Now, what can possibly be the reason that a school must 
be separately approved before it can be entitled to the privileges of 
recognition ? It is not my purpose here to divulge the discussions 
which we had with representatives of the Government during the last 
fortnight hut no satisfactory explanation was forthcoming. At one 
time it was sought to be suggested that approval was necessary for 
different kiml^ of schools. If that is the explanation, then why use 
the words “approval” at ull? You may prescribe different sets of 
regulations or rules which will control the conditions of recognition 
for different types of schools. We are anxious to simplify the admi- 
nistration of secondary education. We do not want to put additional 
obstacles in the path of schools which ma\ otherwise be poor and 
which may not be in a position to fulfil those conditions. What we 
suggest here is a simple procedure. Use the word “recognised” for 
all kinds of schools, admitting that there may be occasions to have 
different formula* of recognition which will be prescribed by rules or 
regulations. Indeed, Sir, if you turn tor a moment to section 20, sub- 
clause (2>, you will find that it is laid down that a secondary school 
which is not approved and registered hv the Executive found] shall 
not be eligible for any grant-in-aid. A student of a secondary school 
which is not so approved and registered shall not be entitled to any 
scholarship or stipend awarded b\ the Provincial Government or the 
Board and a penal clause is added according to the report of the *Select 
Committee that a secondary school which is not so approved and regis- 
tered shall not he eligible for recognition by the Executive Council 
for presentation of candidates for examinations including the Matricula- 
tion Examination of the University of Calcutta. We look upon pro- 
visions like these with distrust and with disfavour* Academically they 
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are unnecessary. Administratively they will prove to be a cause of 
undue harassment. That is with regard to the two terms used 
“approved” and “recognised” which are unheard of and which are 
not to be found in any of the provisions governing secondary education 
either in this province or elsewhere. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the other point, why should the Provincial 
Government approve or recognise schools? I understand a situation 
may arise that before the Act comes into operation there must be some 
authority to approve schools. I understand that that necessity arises 
because otherwise elections cannot be conducted in a proper manner — 
elections that will include approved schools. Our definition is simple 
and straightforward. What are the schools to-day in existence? — 
schools recognised by the University of Calcutta, schools recognised 
by the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education, Dacca. We 
put forward these two categories to be mentioned specifically in that 
clause. We also suggest that if there be any other class of schools 
which Government consider should be included in the approved list, 
I do not think there can be any objection to include such an additional 
category. But let us know clearly and specifically what we are about. 
What we want to lay down is that until the Act comes into operation, 
until the Board or the Executive Council functions for the purpose of 
granting recognition as we would like it to be called, all schools 
which at the commencement of the Act are recognised by the University 
of Calcutta or by the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Educatiou 
in Dacca should be deemed to be recognised schools. That means that 
afterwards when the Act comes into operation and the rules and 
regulations prepared by the Board have been framed, recognition will 
take its own course. These are the two important questions which 
arise out of this amendment : it has nothing tQ do with communalism : 
it is a question of pure academic importance; it is a matter on which 
•very side of the House should support. We shall all demand of 
Government that we want a simplification of the machinery for the 
control of secondary education in this province. We do not want 
additional obstacles to be put in the way of schools which are already 
in existence or which want to start their new career. Frame your 
rules and regulations and ask all the schools to come under 
the purview of these rules; or frame different sets of regulations for 
different types of schools which will come under the purview of the 
Board, but for Heaven's sake do not start by paying over importance 
to the administrative side of the machinery of the Board, do not start 
by having approval, registration and recognition before a school can 
have the elementary liberty of sending up candidates to the University 
examinations or examinations conducted by the Board. I hope the 
Chief Minister will see his way to accept this amendment which is 
very reasonable and which, if accepted, will be consistent with the 
best ideals of educational administration. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
speak a few words 

Maulvi ABDUL dABBAR: Sir, I move that the question be now 
put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble the Thief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 

e 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, may I have an opportunity 
to speak on this motion ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER • Now that the closure lias been moved, 1 must 
hear the Hon’ble Thief Minister and after that if the debate is to con- 
tinue I wifi have to take the opinion of the House on that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, under the rules the 

opinion of the House is one thing and the decision of the Speaker is 
another thing. It is for you to determine whether the debate is to 
continue. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I feel after the speakers from your side have 
spoken that it is proper that \ou should hear the Chief Minister's 
reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But, Sir, there are many 
new points in this matter which may be raised by the other members 
who want to speak on this motion. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, may I just say a 
word at this stage? I realise that because of the strength on the other 
side it is easy enough for them to put a closure, hut I do say in all 
seriousness that if a closure is lightly moved we of the Opposition 
know what the Parliamentary Opposition can do or cannot do. We 
shall act accordingly. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr, Speaker, I do not know whether 
you noticed that Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar was on his legs and it was 
after he had begun to speak that the closure motion wag moved. 

t«r. 8PEAKER: If that be so, I shall allow Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar to speak as a special case. 

* Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is not a fact that the closure 
was moved when Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar was in his legs. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is immaterial, because I have allowed him 
to speak as a special case. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment moved by my friend, Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, because 
this is the test amendment that has been moved by the Opposition. 
On this amendment we shall understand what is the attitude of the 
Coalition Party including the Government and the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister to this Pill. This is a most vital amendment that we have 
proposed to move here. Once a school fails to be approved by the 
Executive Council or by Government prior to its composition, the school 
will never have a chance of appeal to the Secondary Education Board 
that will be formed after the Bill is assented to by the Governor. Some 
time, however, will lapse in between the assent of the Governor and 
the formation of the Board, say, — nine months or a year. The 
Government is so impatient, the Coalition Party is so impatient that 
they cannot wait for a single day, and therefore they propose to give 
all pow'er to the Provincial Government. Government do not want to 
depend upon anybody for the recognition or approval or disapproval 
of a school prior to the constitution of the Board. Therefore, 1 say 
this is a test amendment. 

Sir, my friends belonging to the Coalition Party told me the other 
day thut certainly they would consider every amendment on it* own 
merits. 1 ask the Coalition Part\ members to consider tin’s amend- 
ment. From their attitude it is quite apparent that they do not want 
to puzzle their heads and worry about the amendments: they only 
depend on what attitude tin* Rou ble the Chief Minister take* and on 
w T hat Mr. Shahabuddin takes. J challenge the honourable members 
belonging to that party to state that they have gone through the Bill 
and studied the amendments us well. 1 am sure they have not. 

Sir, the point at issue is whom \ou are going to give the power of 
recognition. If you want to give power to the Board, well and good. 
But why are you going to give the power first to the Government and 
then to the Executive Council? Why not maintain the stutus quo, 
and give power to the University of Calcutta? If you say. the 
Calcutta University is had. I say the Provincial Government i> worse 
still. 

Sir, I happen to be the Secretary of a recognised school. It is 
known as the Araidangu Dinanath-Bholanath Model Academy. Malda, 
and l know that my school will be the first not to get approval from 
Government if this clause is passed. Therefore, I am so anxious to 
speak on this amendment, Sir, although I know I am speaking in 
vain. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister being tbe Education Minister 
as well knows very well how recognition is granted to a school. Atfd 
you, Sir, being the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, 
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know quite well how that recognition is granted. The school con- 
cerned is inspected by the Divisional Inspector or by an officer nomi- 
nated by him who is generally a District Inspector. If he finds that 
that particular school has got the minimum number of students, say, 
150, if the teaching staff is efficient, if the school has got the minimum 
reserve fund, if the building is not injurious to the health of the boys 
and if the sanitary conditions are good, then tftid then only, after all 
these things have been looked into, recognition is granted by the 
University of Calcutta. Whoever the inspecting authority may be, 
papery must go to the Divisional Inspector first and then from him 
to the Director of Public liM ruction who will forward them to the 
University. Then in the University it will be first examined by the 
School Committee and then by the Syndicate who generally grant 
affiliation in the first instance on a temporary basis for three years and 
thereafter the affiliation is made permanent. Sometimes, the University 
is so strict that it grants temporary affiliation for one year only and 
imposes certain conditions on the fulfilment of which temporary or 
permanent recognition is granted later on. Now that the power of 
recognition is going to be vested in the Government or in the Executive 
Council, by one stroke of the pen the recognition already granted to 
a school can be cancelled if the school has got an ex-detenu as teacher 
or if the school committee has got an ex-detenu as member. Because 
such a school is not liked b\ the District Magistrate, because it is not 
liked by the Circle Officer, because it is not liked even by the Tlianu 
Officer, the report will come that — that particular school should not 
be approved, and at once Government will cancel its recognition. If 
you want to give power to Government, \oii must first of all frame 
rules and regulations relating to the conditions under which Govern- 
ment can approve or disapprove a certain school. There are no rules 
and regulations. It ill depend rml\ on the whims of the Provincial 
Government by which they will be able to approve or disapprove a 
school. Should we as members of the Legislature leave the matter 
entirely to the whims of a Thana Officer, a Circle Officer or a District 
Officer ? I ask my friends of the Coalition Party to ponder upon and 
answer. 1 ask the members of the Coalition Party to ponder over the 
amendment first. ]<et the House retire for L> minutes. I/©t them 
understand the implications of the amendment. Let them not leave 
the matter entirely to the Chief Minister. I am sure that the Chief 
Minister left to himself would not object to accept this amendment 
but as the string is pulled by people from behind him sitting in the 
closed fences, or from Writers’ Buildings, he is afraid of accepting it. 
That means the approval will depend from Thana Officers to District 
Magistrate, then to Divisional Inspector, then it will come to Director 
•of Public Instruction and once a school is not recognised it goes for 
eyer. The schools which have taught so many students— not only 
Hindus, not only Caste Hindus but Hindus and^Muslims alike— the 
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schools which have given privilege to the Muslims to sit in this 
Assembly, the schools which have educated both Hindus and Muslims 
— and Muslims more by giving them free studentship — those schools 
will be struck off from the list and they will not be approved. The 
schools will go; the buildings will be turned into cow sheds and they 
will be turned iuto demonstration farms for the bullocks of Lord 
Linlithgow. « 

Sir, I will only re-read what has been read by Dr. Mookerjee. 
Cluuse 20(c) reads, “a secondary school which is not so approved and 
registered shall not be eligible for recognition by the Executive 
Council for presentation of candidates for examinations including the 
Matriculation Examination of the University of Calcutta.’' 

Sir, before the Board is formed, Government will give a prepared 
list of certain number of schools and the Board will have to deal with 
those schools only. It will have no scope to go beyond that list. We 
want to leave the entire matter with the Board. We have no objection 
to that but we cannot leave the matter entirely to the discretion of the 
Provincial Government, because we do not want to curtail the 
powder of the Board if at all it is formed. I think the Government is 
afraid that if the Bill is passed it will be faced with such opposition 
that it will not be possible to form the Board; there will be boycott. 
So, Government wants to take power whether the Board is formed 
or not so that work will go on. If that be the intention, it is all right. 
You need not ponder over the amendment; you need not say that you 
are here with an open mind ; you need not waste the time of the 
House ; you can get it passed ; you get it passed in one word ; you say 
that you want control and to-morrow you will get the assent of the 
Governor. Do not waste public money and do not detain us in the 
llou sc for a Bill like this. 

Sir, 1 say this is the test amendment and this will prove the 
mentality of the supporters of this Bill. Sir, I am afraid there is an 
apprehension on the part of the members of the Coalition Party that 
we are opposing the Bill for the sake of opposition, a» if 

w'e are speaking without any implication, as if we are speak- 

ing only to kill the time; but that is not the case. You mark 
the implication of what has been said by Dr. Mookerjee, of what 
has been said by so many speakers on this side. I say that if the 
members of the Coalition Party are left to themselves, if they go 
home, they will certainly think over the matter and see the implica- 
tions behind this amendment. I, therefore, request you and the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister that unless due consideration is given to 
this amendment, which is the vital amendment, it should not be put 
to vote to-night. If it is pressed to-night we will take it and uve will 
take it very rightly that the Chief Minister does not want to consider 
any amendment of the Opposition however reasonable it may be. All 
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the statements that are made by him are either bogus statements or 
they are only made to befool us or to befool the supporters of this Bill. 

Sir, I doubt that the Chief Minister is not left to himself. If he 
is left to himself as we know him as Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq of five 
years back, he will certainly accept this amendment. I hope that 
wisdom will prevail upon the members of the Coalition Party. 

Sir, I had no desire to speak but as my school which has taught 
many students — Hindus and Muhammadans — Muhammadans who are 
reading in the Islamia College, who are reading in the St. Paul's 
College, 80 per cent, of whom were free — although that is not the rule 
of the University but we managed it because our Village is a poor 
village — is going to be affected so 1 am spcuking on this amendment. 
Sir, I am the Secretary of the school recognised by the University and 
I was selected a member of the Sanskrit Tol of the village which 
receives grant-in-aid from the Government. My name was not accepted 
by the District Magistrate, as in his opinion 1 was not a desirable 
person. Sir, I am running a high school and as that school has 
nofhing to do with Government 1 am not an undesirable man; but as 
soon as my name appears in connection with the Sanskrit Tol which 
receives a grant-in-aid from Government, T am considered to be 
undesirable. 

Then, Sir, 1 will tell you one story . You will be astonished to 
heur it but it is a very good story. Mr. Speaker, 1 may be excused 
for mentioning name. As you are also the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University you should also know of a case like this. The then District 
Magistrate of Malda, Mr. Husak, whimsically had been once to our 
school. He was taken as a member of the school although he was 
not elected. He had been to the school after the electoral roll was 
prepared. He arrogated to himself the Presidentship of the school. 
We objected and said that we would approach the University. He 
said, “You will see what 1 am and what University is”. He asked 
the Secretary that unless he submitted all papers immediately he would 
arrest him. Sir, there is a record in the University. After all the 
man was saved by the University. You may look into the record. 

If it is left to the whims of the District Magistrate or the Circle 
Officer or the Thana Officer we will not be the only persons who will 
suffer. We, the members of the Caste Hindus, shall have our schools, 
but your Muhammadan brethren for whom you are so eloquent, for 
whom you are so anxious, they will suffer. The Muhammadans of 
Bari sal may not suffer; the Muhammadans of Dacca may not suffer. 
But the Muhammadans of villages in our part of the country where 
there is no Faslul Huq of Barisal or there is no Whip or Chief WTiip of 
Dacca will suffer and they shall suffer along with us. Now you are 
getting opposition from Hindus or Caste Hindus, but if the amendment 
is passed then you will get opposition from all sections of the people, 
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and from that point of view we shall welcome this attitude of the 
Government. But we will ask and request Mr. Fazlul Huq to ponder 
over the matter and to see that this amendment is accepted. If it is 
not accepted we shall take it that Mr. Fazlul Huq as the Chief Minister 
is not giving any consideration to this Bill, but he is dictating what 
he is being dictated to from behind. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, from this side of the House 
we have not spoken. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I find that from hmong four or five speakers on 
that side three have taken part in this debate one after another. If 
there were other speakers they should have risen but they did not. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: T have risen four times. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, will you kindly allow 
five minutes to Mr. Shahedali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall allow Mr. Shahedali to speak as a special 
case. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before he speaks, may I make 
one submission ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. If it is 
your ruling that members should not take part in the debate as and when 
new points are raised or elucidated in the course of the debate, then of 
course 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot say that. Exigencies might arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is exactly what we submit, 
Sir. If you definitely rule 

Mr. 8EAKER: I don't. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you definitely rule that members 
should not take part in the debate even after a certain amount of dis- 
cussion has taken place, then it would be extremely difficult. 

Mr. SA8AHKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I 
want to make it known to you 
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Mr. M. A. H> IIPAHANh On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SAtANKA 9KKHAR SANYAL: I am alao on a point of <wd«, 

Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, yon may continue, Mr. Sanysl. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 9EKHAR SANYAL: The roles empower you not 
to accept the closure motion when in your wisdom there has not been A 
reasonable debate. The length of the debate depends upon a particular 
matter. There may be certain clauses in which one speech may be auffi* 
cient and there may be other cluuses in which at least a dosen speeches 
may be made. I assure you. Sir, that it is not my practice to take up 
the time of the House by repeating the arguments which have been 
advanced by other speakers. I have too much love for inyself to take 
recourse to that action. Hut 1 want to make it dear to you. Sir, a a 
Speaker that there are other points which may he advaneed on this very 
important question. It you don’t allow us to advance these argument*, 
we shall certainly how down to your ruling, but we shall take it at 
gagging of the debate. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Sir, as memt>ers of the Krishak Proja Party, 
we whole-heartedly support the Secondary Education Bill, but we differ 
only in details. Here Mr. Boy has moved an iniiNirtaut amendment and 
we support his motion whole-heartedly. I he reason is thia. We have 
every reasonable ground for our apprehension that many of these school* 
will not receive projier attention if Government are to get reports from 
the local people. Before we get recognition, we shall have to pass 
through an ordeal, namely, the approval of the Executive Council. In 
that case, a report of the Inspector of the Division, a report of the Di*- 
trict Inspector, a report of the Circle Officer, a report of the Thana 
Officer and most probably a report of the Coalition member of that 
district may be obtained. If the Coalition member* are not in sympathy 
with a particular school or if the authorities of a particular school are 
not in a mood to satisfy the whims of the member* of the Coalition 
Party, there i* no doubt that that school will not receive the sympa- 
thetic attention of #e authorities. The result will he that the echool 
will not be approved or recognised. I shall give you one example from 
the district of Tippera. The Secretary of the Baburhat High School 
in the Chandpur subdivision cannot see eye to eye with the President 
and Secretary of the Muslim League of the Chandpur subdivision. 
The- Committee of that school wanted to have a* its Secretary a Con- 
gressman. The matter went up tn the District Magistrate and the 
‘District Magistrate was not in a position to recommend that Committee 
of that echool simply because a particular gentleman was recommended 
to be the Secretary of that particular Committee. .The order was that 
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if the particular gentleman was not removed the Committee would not 
be recognised. So, Sir, this will happen everywhere. Theses poor 
Muslims — I don’t speak of non-Muslims because they will be in a posi- 
tion to manage schools and will be able to provide facilities for the 
education of their boys and girls — the poor Muslims will suffer because 
they are not in a position to go to the big zamindars and other lumi- 
naries of the Coalition Party and as a result the schools will not be 
recognised. Boys and girls of that locality will not have any facilities 
for education. So, I submit most humbly to the Hon’ble Minister to 
see that this amendment is accepted. This will do a great deal of good 
to the Muslim community. 

With these few words, I support the amendment moved by 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, I can assure all sec- 
tions of the House— 

trijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I want to speak a 
few words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You did not rise in your place. 

trijilt NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I did, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: First time, 2nd time and 3rd time also I looked to 
that side but you did not rise. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: What about those who rise 
for the 4th time ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please understand that I consider this section as a 
very important section. There is no doubt about that. I do not think 
there is any difference of opinion on that. So far as I can find out I 
understand that this is one of the provisions on which the Opposition 
lays considerable emphasis. I find there were 3 speakers from this 
side and no body rose from the other side and naturally I called upon 
the Chief Minister to speak. At that time the closure motion , was 
moved. Instead of accepting the closure motion I allowed Mr. Kumar 
to have his say. After that Mr. Shamsuddin rose and said that 
Mr. Shahedali, representing his party, should be allowed to epeak. 
There also I thought 1 should give in. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: There is a limitation even in 
the case of the Speaker that he is a human being with only one pair ef 
eyes. When you wore looking at the Hon’ble Mr. Failul Huq before 
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Dr. Mukherji stood up, both myself and Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar stood 
up and I wanted to give precedence to Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar. So 
I sat down and I expected you to give me a chance to speak in this 
matter. You have referred to several speakers on this side hut as I have 
already submitted, this is a very important matter. 

Mr* 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact if Government does not want, 
I shall be very glad to continue. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: There are certain points which 
have been raised and the observations which you have made also raise 
the importance of this question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Daooa): Are we helpless ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Nohod\ is helpless. 

. Mr. SPEAKER: Last time when Mr. Ispuhani rose on a point of 
order, Mr. Sanyal was in the midst of his speech concerning his point of 
order. After 1 gave my decision Mr. Ispulmui did not rise. Now 
again Mr. Sanyal has risen on a point of order. After Mr. Sanval has 
finished I shall ask Mr. Ispuhani to raise his jioint of order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: I have every sympathy with 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman. No body need feel helpless. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: My point of order is that the 
importance of this matter is beyond dispute. ^ ou have just said that 
you cannot say whether we are right or wrong but the emphasis is there. 
You are not merely the Sj>eaker but also the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, Mr. Speaker is not. One Mr. Azizul Huq is 
the Vice-Chancellor and not the Sj>eaker. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: However, that may be, I ask 

your permission to give us an opportunity to advance further arguments. 
As I have already submitted the fact that 3 or 4 members have spoken 
froi& this side does not minimise the importance of the subject. That 
only shows that the subject is so important that even a dozen members 
can speak. I can assure you. Sir, that I shall give new arguments so 
that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister can give his reply to them also. 

• Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ispahani what is your point of order? 
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Mr. ML A. H. I8PAHANI: My point of order ie this. A closure 
motion was moved by a member of this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : I submit that a closure motion was 
moved. After that you allowed an honourable member to speak. Then 
you called the Hon’ble Chief Minister to address the House. After 
he had begun to address the House, you permitted another member to 
speak. Then again you called the Hon’ble Chief Minister to address 
the House. For the 3rd time the same thing happened. I want to ask 
you whether it is in order to continue to permit member after member 
to speak after calling upon the Hon’ble Chief Minister. I know you 
have the right. I do not question that. I only submit that after hav- 
ing given full opportunity to the meml)ers of the House to express their 
points of view, the Hon’ble Chief Minister should be allowed to pro- 
ceed without further interruption. 

Mf. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order. Sir. Who is 
to judge as to whether full opportunity of discussion has been given. 
Is it Mr. Ispahani or is it Mr. Speaker Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as Mr. Sanyal’s point is concerned, there is 
no doubt that the question regarding the order of the Speaker under 
which a speaker should speak in this House is not a question which 
has entirely to dejxmd on the circumstances of the case. There cannot 
he any hard-and-fast rule on that point, and T do not think I will be 
doing my duty either to the party to my right or to that to my left if I 
stick to a hard-and-fast rule. As it is, I hope, you will not mind my say- 
ing anything ns to the stage of the debate at which we have now arrived. 

I noticed the speeches that had been delivered and after that I said 
that the debate might be closed, seeing the nature of the debate that 
was continuing. It was then only that I found that certain members 
wanted to continue the debate, but just at that moment a closure was 
put. I thought, however, that the closure motion should not be moved 
at that stage, but that I must give an opportunity to other members 
as w T ell to speak. After one more member bad spoken, the Chief 
Minister wanted to speak, but then the Proja Party intervened, saying 
that they must also put forth their points of view. In spite of the 
closure motion having already been put, I had to allow two members 
to speak. I feel that in these circumstances the Speaker is helpless 
unless there is a spirit of co-operation in conducting the busines# of 
the House. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir? It is true that a member from the other side got up and said* 
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“I move a closure. 1 1 Strictly speaking, what he said, Sir, is not 
in accordance with the rules; but even assuming that he said some- 
thing strictly in accordance with the rules, that motion no longer 
exists. That motion has been washed out completely by reason of 
your decision to allow other speakers to take part in the debate. 
Therefore, I submit that there is nothing in the point of order raised 
by Mr. Ispahani. 

Nawrtzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Sir, '1 move that, the question 
be now put. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Sir, there is again a motion for 
closure moved by Mr. NnsaruyaK belonging to the Coalition Party, and 
you have got to dispose of that motion before you proceed further. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I feel is that in view of the importance that 
is attached to this amendment by the Opposition 1 would l>e discharging 
my duties properly if I first allow the Chief Minister to make his reply 
and then put the closure motion. But it will he open to other members 
to continue the debate if the closure motion is not pressed. That to 
why I will have to consider the question of the closure motion after tbt 
Chief Minister has replied. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
rules regarding the closure motion are clear. Rule 40 states that when 
any motion is under discussion, any member may move “that the 

question be now put”, and unless it appears to the Speaker that, the 

request is an abuse of these rules or an infringement of the rights of 
reasonable debate or of the rights of the opposition, the question “that 
the question be now put” shall be put forthwith without debate thereon 
before the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER • I am sorn- 1 had taken a wrong view. I thought 
that the Speaker had the right to allow the Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
to reply to the debate after the closure motion had been moved. In 

view of the provision that “unless it ap|K*ars to the Speaker that the 

request is an abuse of these rules or an infringement of the rights of 
reasonable debate or of the rights of the opposition, the question ‘that 
the question be now put’ shall he put forthwith without debate thereon. 
If such motion be carried, the question shall be put accordingly, pro- 
vided that the Speaker may, unless the time, if any, allotted to the 
original motion is thereby exceeded, permit the mover of such motion 
to exercise such right of reply as provided in these rules”. There ia 
nothing in this rule to allow me to permit the Chief Minister to reply. 
I have therefore to put the closure motion forthwith and then if carried 
to consider later if the Chief Minister is to speak. , 
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The question that the question be now put was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following results : — 

AYES — 94. 


AM Ml Ails, Manila® MS. 

AMil Nalx, Mr. Mina. 

AM vl Hakim, Maulvl (MyaHnilugh). 

AM Ml Hakim Vlkramparf, MaMhrl Mi. 

AMil HamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMmI HamM Skak, Maalvl. 

AMmI laHar, MaMhrl. 

AM Ml Karim, Mr. 

AMmI MaJM, Maulvl (MymtaMagb). 

AMmI Ma|M, Mr. 6yaS (Naakkall). 

AMmI Mutalob Malik, Pr. 

AMalla-AI MabmooS, Mr. 

AMar Rabmau, Khan BabaSar A. P. M. 

AMar Rahman SMSigl, Mr. 

AMar RaaahM MahmaM, Mr. 

AMar RaahaM, Maalvl MS. 

AMar Raaf, Khan BabaSar lhah ( Kanpur). 
AMar Ratxak, Maalvl. 

AM mi BhahaM, Maulvl MS. 

AhlSar Rasa OhtwSbury, Khan BabaSar Maalvl. 
Abal Haaaln Ahmas, Mr. 

AhmaS All Kaayotparl, Khan BabaSar Maaiaaa. 
AhmaS All MrlSha, Maalvl. 

AhmaS Haaaln, Mr. 

AlfaiaSSIn Ahmas, Khan BabaSar Maulvl, 
Amlnullah, Khan tahlb Maulvl. 

Aaaaral Ailm, Khan BabaSar MS. 

Aabratall, Mr, M. 

AulM Haaaaln Khan, Khan BabaSar Maulvl. 
Aaahar All, Maulvl. 

Blavai, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Ral tahlb KlrH Bhutan. 

Daw, Babu OahanSra Nath. 

KShar, Mr. UpoaSranath, 

raalul Hut, (ha Mon'bta Mr. A. K. 

fatlul QuaSIr, Khan BahaSur Maalvl. 

Paalnr Rahman, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Faalnr Rahman, Mr. (Mymanalnfh). 

Buraag, Mr. Dumb* tlngh. 

HaCiuSiln OhauShurl, Maulvl. 

Haaanuuaman, Maulvl MS. 

Haaham All Khan, Khan BahaSur Maalvl. 

Haalna Marthas, Mrt„ M.B.I. 

Hatamatly SamaSar, Khan tahlb Maulvl. 
Hawklagt, Mr. R. 4. 

HanSry, Mr. OavIS. 


Hlrtaal, Mr. M. A. P. 

ISrti Ahmas Mia, Maulvl. 

Itpabanl, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.t. 

SalaluSSin AhmaS, Khan BahaSur Mavtvi. 
KabiruSSIn Khan, Khan BahaSur Mb Ivl. 

Kaiam All Mlrha, cabibiaSa Ka«aa Sah *yaS. 
ManSal, J»r. Banka Baharl. 

ManSal, Mr. Blrat CbanSra. 

ManSal, Mr. Sagal ObanSra. 

ManimSSIn AkhanS, Maulvl. 

Mllaa, Mr. 0. W. 

4lar|#n, Mr. Q., C. I. C. 

Mourn m el Hug, Maulvl MS. 

MuhammaS Alxal. Khan BahaSur Maulvl EyaS. 
MuhammaS lirall, Maulvl. 

MuhammaS &tSSiguo, Khan BahaSur Dr. SyaS. 
Mulllck, thi Han ’bio Mr. Mukunta Bohary. 

Mulllck, Mr. Palin Bohary. 

Mmharruff Hauain, tht Han’bli Natvab, khan 
BahaSur. 

Muitaganoal Hogue, Mr. 8yoS. 

Muitata All Dowan, Maulvl. 

Naiarullah, NawabtaSa K. 

NaiimuSSin, tbo Honblo Khwaja Clr, K.C.I.E. 
Rahman, Khan BahaSur A. M. L. 

Ralkut, tbo Hon blo Mr. Praianna Deb. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 
taSaruSSin AhmoU, Mr. 
latruSSIn Ahmed, Haji. 
labobO'Alam, Mr. byaS. 
lallm, Mr. S. A. 
tarkar, Babu MaShuiuSaa. 
tarajul lilam, Mr. 

IhahabuSSIa, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
llrSar, Babu Lltta MunSa. 

I pallor, Mr. 4. H. 

Smith, Mr. M. Brabant 
Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Itovon, Mr. 4. W. R. 

SubrawarSy, tbo Htn’Mo Mr. H. t. 

TamlxuSSIn Khan, tho Non’ Mo Mr. 

Total AhmoS OhouShury, Maulvl Najl. 

Walk or, Mr. 4. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

WbttiboaS, Mr.R.R. 

Yoataf Mina. 

Yuaut All OhouShary, Mr. 


Ahul Pail, Mr. MS. 

AotmuSSIn AhmoS, Mr. 
Bwarjua, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
BaaarJI, Mr. P. 

Banorjl, Mr. tatya Prlya. 
Burma. Baku Promharl. 
Barman, Baku tbyama Praia*, 
•an, Mr. tantaah Kumar. 


NOES— Si. 


Bbawmlk, Dr. BoMnSa CbanSra. 
Bliwno, Mr. turooSra Nath. 

Bom, Mr. Sarat OhanSra. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. SatfaSra Bath. 
Cbakrabarty, Baht Naraasra Narayaa. 
ChauShurl, Ral MaronSra Stash. 

Daa Bapta, Baba KbaguaSra Bath. 

Das Bapta, trtjut MaronSra Rath. 
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Mai, Hr. Hanaara Ratt. 

BhtM, Mr. Atari KrUhia. 
littiMi Abma*. Mr. 
lift*, Mr. 4»(Nk OMaitfra. 

Bifta, Mr. <1. N. 

Masai All Chawibary, Mr. lyatf. 

Jalaa, Mr. t. 0. 

Saaab AU Majamtfar, Maalrl. 

Khai, Mr. DakaaSra Lafl. 

Km mar, Mr. Atil ChanSra. 

KaMa, Mr. Nfshitha Nath. 
tahW, Bali Asfevtaak. 

MajamSar, Mrs. Mamaprava. 

MaaSal, Mr. JifnSra Nath. 4 
Haairanamai lalamahaSi, Mavlaaa MS. 
Maqbil 'Natali, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Or. •jamafraaai. 

Milllak, trljMt Aabataab. 


Naakar, if. Nam Obamtra. 
rail, Mr Had taikar. 

Kramnik, Mr. Tadalaharaa. 
RaadvtSMi Almas, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara ChanSra. 

Ray, Mr. KamMkdabaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kira* taikar. 

Ray, Mr. Klahad Rati. 

Roy, Mr. Maimathi Nath, 
laayal, Or. NaNaaksha. 
laayal, Mr. taaaaka takhar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Ohaatra. 
laa, Sotaah ChaaSra, Rai BalaSar. 
laa Qapta, Mrs. Nallla. 

IhahaSaJl, Mr. 

IhamaSMi AhaaaS, Mr. M. 

Ilnha, tri|at MaaiiSra Bhasaa. 
Thakar, Mr. Rramatha Raajaa. 


The Ayes being 94 and the Noes 52, (he motion was carried. 
Mr, 8PEAKER: Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Iluq. 


t Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, as the closure is 

carried there is no scope for any further speech. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister has got the right of reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That has no concern with the 
Minister The closure closes the debate entirely and it has got to be 
put to vote. Will you kindly look at the rule? The rule reads, “If 
such motion be carried, the question shall be put accordingly, provided 
that the Speaker may, unless the time, if any, allotted to the original 
motjpn is thereby exceeded, permit the mover of such motion to exercise 
such right of reply as provided in these rules." 


Mr. 8PEAKER: H< »re t lie motion means the substantive motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ • In any case I want to 
explain the Government position with regard to this amendment. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That you can do on a point of 
order. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It seems, ni\ interpretation is correct. This 
means the mover of the motion has the right of reply and that is 
obviously for this reason that there mav be an occasion in which in 
spite of the closing of the debate a reply by the mover of the motion 
is there. Now, the substantive motion is that clause 2 stand part of 
the Bill which has been moved by Mr. Faslul Huq. That is the 
Tsubstantive motion. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I draw your attention to 
the fact that here the motion refers to the motion in relation to which 
the closure is moved f In this case it is the motion flioved by Mr. 
Manmatha Nath Eoy which is the motion on which cjpure was moved 
and if that member happens to have a right of reply* — 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I have been interpreting so far in the way 
I have just mentioned. I will not make it final but I will consider this 
matter later. In the meantime let Mr. Fazlu| Huq speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We would like to help you in 

following the rules. If the rules do no^ permit 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Speaker can at any time allow anybody to 
speak. The Leader of the Opposition speaks at times he wants to speak 
on a matter with which I am not concerned. 1 give him an opportunity 
because I consider the convention ought to be there by which the 
Speaker can ullow any member to speak. 

Yes, Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Does Mr. Fazlul Huq want to 
speak as the Leader of the House or as the Minister in charge of 
Education? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That I do not know. My interpretation for the 
time being is that under the rule he has got the right of reply. As I 
said, 1 do not make it final. This is a question which 1 will look into 
and give my final decision to-morrow. In the meantime I hold the 
view tentatively that he has the right of reply. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, may 1 suggest that 
as you are going to consider this point of order which has been raised, 
the matter should not be put to vote to-night? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no harm. It is a question of legal 
interpretation and the Speaker, I think, has the right to allow anybody 
to speak any moment whether a closure motion is accepted or not. 
For example, you are speaking now and I allow it 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: 1 am speaking on a point of order 
and I ask for your decision on the point of order and I draw your 
attention to the words “under discussion” in rule 46 and also to the 
words “permit the mover of such motion”. The Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister as the Minister for Education is not the mover of the 
motion under discussion. The motion under discuaaton is the 
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amendment moved by Mr. Manmatba Nath Roy. He is the 
mover of the motion and he is entitled under rule 46 to a 
right, of reply and not the Hon’ble the Chief Minister either as 
the Leader of the House or as the Minister for Education or in any 
other capacity. As this is an important matter, if you desire to take 
time to consider the matter, I submit you ought to adjourn the House; 
otherwise we would like to have a ruling here and now. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: My decision for the time being is that under 
rule 46 the Hon’ble Chief Minister has the right of reply, but as I 
say, I should be quite prepared, after going through this point which 
has for the first time arisen, to rediscuss it and, if necessary, to revise 
my decision. The Speaker has, however, the inherent right to allow 
anybody to speak and I am actiug under that right but 1 am keeping 
this decision open. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a point of order, Sir. 
Your ruling now is that you would allow Mr. Fanlul Huq to speak and 
still you are not coming to any decision with regard to the point of 
order whether he should be allowed or not. The question as to the 
right of reply of the mover of the motion under discussion remains 
undecided. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question which I will look into along 
with the other matter. 

Mr! M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, it is only five minutes to 
eight. This is a very important point. ^ ou say that you will give 
your serious attention to the point of order that has been raised and 
aho as regards the motion. I think, Sir, in all fairness you should 
adjourn the House for to-night and then give your serious consideration 
to the point of order in question and then let the House have its own 
decision to-morrow. As the matter is very important, I would also 
ask the Chief Minister not to insist on his speech to-night. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 draw your attention to 
rule 41, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am asking the Hon’ble Mr. Faslul Huq to 
speak on a very important matter and this question of rule cannot be 
decided for the time being. As I say, if you want me to decide, I 
m thall have to decide subject to this that I shall reconsider the whole 
matter. This point is not very important. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What about the right of reply of 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy? Have you decided thatP 

Mr. SPEAKER: The procedure we have so far followed is that 
there is no right of reply when one moves an amendment. The amend- 
ment is not a substantive motion. The substantive motion is that 
clause 2 stand part of the Bill. To that he has moved an amendment 
and therefore he has no right of reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I draw your attention to the 
rule itself? There is no mention of substantive motion in the rule. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS On a point of information, 
Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal has raised a point of order. Let that 
be finished first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My point of order is this. May 
I draw your attention to rule 41 which categorically mentions the 
order of speeches, the right of reply and the time-limit of speeches. 
The order of speeches is covered by sub-rule (1) of rule 41. It is 
stated that “other members may speak to a motion in such order as 
the Speaker may direct and sub-rule (3) states that a member who has 
moved a substantive motion 

Mr. 8PEAKER: And not an amendment. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN : The Hon’ble Chief Minister insists on 
speaking. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I submit that the right of a 
Minister is not provided at all? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. The procedure is this, namely, that when a 
motion has been agreed to by the Assembly that a Bill be taken into 
consideration 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which rule? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rule No. 59. Then, any member may propose an 
amendment to such Bill. Then the next rule speaks of notice of 
amendments. Then when you come to rule 63, you will see that it 
lays down: — 

“Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing rules it shall be in 
the discretion of the Speaker when a motion that a Bill be taken into 
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consideration has been carried, to submit the Bill or any part of the 
Bill to the Assembly clause by clause. When this procedure is 
adopted, the Speaker shall call each clause separately, etc., etc/’. 

Alter putting clause 1, I have called clause 2. But there the amend- 
ment does not occur. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 dispose of that point of 
yours ? 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Is Dr. Sanyal entitled to dispose of 
your point, Sir? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if you are not relying upon 
rule 41(«3) to enable the Hon’hle Minister in charge to make a speech 
or to reply, then there is, I submit, no other rule in the Rules of the 
Assembly under which you may permit the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Jt the House is not anxious, 1 am not particularly 
anxious that the Government should give any reply. So, I shall put 
the amendment to vote. 

The motion of Mr. Manmathn Nath Roy that for sub-clause (/) of 
clause 2 the following he substituted, namely: — 

“(7) ‘Recognised’ means leroguised by the Board or prior to the 
constitution of the Board In the Syndicate of the Univer- 
sity of (’aleutta or b\ the Board of Secondary and Inter- 
mediate Education. Dacca’’ 

was then put and a division demanded. 

(When the division bell was ringing.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: What I would like to say is hot 
a point of order. But if you permit me, 1 desire to make one 
suggestion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, after the hell has stopped ringing. 

(After the bell stopped ringing.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is \our suggestion, Mr. Bose? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: What I desire to say is not a 
point of order at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is why I am allowing you. 

-Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: But I desire to make one sugges- 
tion for your consideration and for the consideration of the Hon'ble 
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Minister of Education. The matter before the House is very important 
and having regard to what was said and done — by done I mean agreed 
to in another place — I would ask the Hon’ble Minister of Education 

to consider whether he would press this amendment to a vote to-night 

or think over the matter to-night and come to a final decision 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Chief Minister to say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, I have been placed 

in a very awkward position. It is for this reason that I wanted to 

make a statement. Sir, you remember that when we assembled this 
afternoon, a suggestion was made that we should proceed with the non- 
controversial clauses of the Bill, continuing at the same time the nego- 
tiations for an agreed settlement, and that till the last ray of hope had 
disappeared we would continue to work for a settlement. And then if 
we failed, we would proceed with the consideration of the Bill as it 
now stands before the House. To that. Sir, some objections were 
taken, and it was suggested that if negotiations were to continue, there 
should be an adjournment of the House. 

Now, Sir, the position is that since I made this motion for considera- 
tion of the report of the Select Committee, we have — I will not use the 
words “deliberately wasted" — at any rate, allowed so many days to 
pass till we come to this position that we have got barely eight or nine 
working days in order to deal with this Bill. The question of adjourn- 
ment of the House, therefore, was summarily rejected by the Coalition 
Party, and it was not within my power to go against the wishes of the 
members of my party so definitely expressed to me on the floor of the 
House and also at the meetings of the Coalition Party. I thought, 
however, that it would be possible in spite of everything to continue 
our efforts for settlement. It seems that at the present moment the 
temper of the House, so far as the Coalition Party and the others who 
are working in collaboration with the Coalition Party are concerned, 
is such that they are not in favour of my acceding to the suggestion 
made by the Leader of the Opposition that this amendment should be 
left unvoted upon so that we may meet again to-morrow to see what 
could be done. Sir, 1 confess I am helpless in this matter. Whatever 
my personal inclinations may be, I have got to be guided by the 
opinion of the party on whose support I hold my office, and unless I 
part company with them, the House will realise that it is not possible 
for me to disregard the wishes that they have conveyed to me through 
the Chief Whip that they will not allow this matter to be left unvoted 
upon; but, Sir, I can give this assurance to the House that although 
there is a strong feeling on this side of the House that the negotiations * 
be closed, possibly something may yet happen, and it may be still 
possible to have ar. agreed settlement. If that is done, it will be a 
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question of ways and means as to what should be done in order to 
implement the agreed solution. But, Sir, that will depend on how the 
members within this House behave towards the provisions of the Bill 
in order that all attempts at a compromise may be successful. 

Sir, I will not take any more time of the House, but I want to make 
one or two points clear. Although a good deal of importance has been 
attached to this amendment, strictly speaking, even if this amendment 
is defeated, there is nothing to frighten our friends of the Opposition 
that there is any sinister move on the part of the Government to put 
on the statute book any provision which would be detrimental to the 
interests of the high schools in the province or the secondary schools 
in the province. In the first place, the amendment itself seeks to 
delete the definition of the word “approved”, although a little con- 
sideration will convince them that the word “approved” with its 
variations does appear in many parts of the Bill, and that a certain 
definition of the word “approved” is necessary. Secondly, Sir, so far 
as the word “recognized” is concerned, the provisions of the Bill make 
it cTear as to what that means: that is to sa\, what the Bill means by 
the word “recognition”. And in this connection J may point out to 
my friend. I)r. Mookerjee, that when he was criticising the original 
provisions he made certain observations which, if accepted, would 
change the whole structure of the Bill. The position, there- 
fore, is that unless there is any agreed compromise, Government 
cannot accept the amendment unless Government also agree to 
change the entire structure of the Bill. 1 am, therefore, placed 
in this awkward position that in order to accept the amendment 
I have got to accept or rather give m\ assent to tin* proposal to change 
the Bill in its entirety, but that is a position which I cannot accept. 
In these circumstances, Sir, much though 1 regret that I have been 
compelled by circumstances to take up tins position, I have got no 
other alternative but to oppose the amendment and ask for a division. 
Of course, it is again for you. Sir, and for the various sections of the 
House to decide what should be done. So far as I am concerned, I am 
not going to obstruct in any sense an agreed settlement: personally, 
Sir, I am powerless, and I must be guided by the wishes of the party 
supporting me. 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that for sub-clause (/) of 
clause 2 , the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(1) ‘Recognised’ means recognised by the Board or prior to the 
constitution of the Board by the Syndicate of the Univer- 
sity of Calcutta or by the Board of Secondary and Inter- 
mediate Education, Dacca”, 

»tfas then put and a division taken. 

'(Before announcing the result of the division.) 
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Mr. 8PE/ S In order to assuage the feelings of the House 
I might just say in spite of what the result of this amendment k, if at 
any stage till clause 2 is finished any agreement is arrived at between 

Government and the Opposition even on this point, I believe it will 
be possible for me to advise the House as to how the agreement Could 
be given effect to even on the point on which the House is divided. 

The result of the division was as follows: — 


AYES — 50. 


Abaftuf, Mr. Md. 

Allmaddln Ahmed, Mr. 

■anerjce, Mr. Pramatba Nath. 

BaaerJI, Mr. P. 

•aaarjl, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barma, Bala Pramhari. 

Barman, Baku Shyama Preead. 

Bum, Mr. laataih Kamar. 

Bhanmlk, Dr. Btblada Chandra. 
Bliwaa, Mr. Sarcndra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. larat Chandra. 

Ohakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Baba Narcndra Narayaa. 
Ohaadhari, Ral Harandra Nath. 

Dai Bapta, Baba Khafandra Nath. 

Da« Bapta, Srljnt Naraadra Nath. 
Dalai, Mr. Naraadra Nath. 

Bhaia, Mr. Atal Krlihna. 

Blaaaddln Ahaiad, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. dagaih Chandra. 

Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Maian All Chavdhary, Mr. tyad. 
dalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jtnab All Majaaidar, Maalvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dahandra tall. 


Kamar, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

Kanda, Mr. Nlihitha Nath. 

Lahlrf, Baba Aihataih. 

Majamdar, Mrs. Hcmaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. dogcadra Nath. 
Maniruziaman Itlamabadl, Maalaaa Md. 
Maphal Haiain, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Dr. lyamapraiad. 

Malltck, trljal Aihataih. 

Naakar, Mr. Naai Chandra. 

Ramliaddln Ahaiad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Chara Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamatkrlahaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klran lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kitharl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath, 
lanyal, Dr. Nallnakiha. 
lanyal, Mr. luanka lakbar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

Ian, daguh Chandra, Rai Bahadar. 

Ian Bapta, Mri. Nallia. 

Ihahadali, Mr. 

Ihaauaddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Unha, Srljnt Maniadra Bhaiaa. 

Thakar, Mr. Pramatba Raajaa. 


NOES — 12. 


Abdal Aaii, Maalaaa Md. 

Abdal Halt, Mr. Mlria. 

Abdal Hakim. Maalvi (Myminilngh). 

Abdal Hakim Vikrampart, Maalvi Md. 

Abdal Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdal Hamid lhah, Maalvi. 

Abdal dabbar, Maalvi. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdal Malld, Maalvi (MymeaUngh). 

Abdal Majid, Mr. lyad (Naakbali). 

Abdal Matalab Malik, Dr. 

Abdalla-AI Mahmaad. Mr. 

Abdar Rahman, Khan Bahadar A. F. M. 

Abdar Rahman IlddHlI, Mr. 

Abdar RatahM Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdar Raaahaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abdar Raat, Kbaa Bahadar Maahrt I. (Naarrah). 
Abdar Raat, Kbaa Bahadar lhah (Raagpar). 
Abdar Ranak, Maalvi. 

AMai lhahaad, Maalvi Md. 

AMdar Rata Ohavrdhvry, Khan Bahadar Maalvt. 
Abal Haaaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All laayatparl, Kbaa Bahadar Maalaaa. 
Ahmad AN Mrtdha, Maalvi. 


Ahmad Haaaln, Mr. 

Amlnallah, Khan lahib Maalvi. 

Aawantl Atim, Khan Bahadar Md. 

Aihrafali, Mr. M. 

Aaiad Hauain Khan, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
Athar All, Maalvi. 

Biavai, Mr. Raiih Lai. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakal Ohandra. 

Dai, Rii Sahib Kirft Bhaiaa. 

Dau, Baba Dahandra Nath, 
tdbar, Mr. Upandranbth. 

Failal Hap, tha Haa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Failal Qaadir, Kbaa Bahadar Maalvi. 

Faalar Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failnr Rahman, Mr. (Mymcailagb). 

Barang, Mr. Damhar Mtgh. 

Hafliaddla Chaadhari, Maalvi. 
HacaaauaauMi, Maalvi Md. 

Haabcm All Kbaa, Kbaa Bahadar Maalvi. 
Karina Marched, Mnu, M.B.K. 

HatamaNy damadar, Kbaa Sahib Maalvt. 
Nanking!, Mr. R. 4 . 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

WrtHl, Mr. H. A. F. 
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Mrt* AkatB Mia, Maalvi. 

Ilpataai, Mr. a. A., M.B.I. 

BalalaBBia Adas*, Kku Bakakar Naatvi. 
KaMraBBia Kku, Khu BakaBar Maalvi. 

Kaiaa All Mirxa, imiktHi Kavaa Jak lyaB. 
MaaBal, Mr. Baaka Bakarl. 

Waitfal, Mr. Blral CkaaBra. 

MaaBal, Mr. Iifit CkaaBra. 

Hulnl«i AkkaaB, Maalvi. 

Mllaa, Mr. C. W. 

Marfaa, Mr. B n O.I.B. 

Mataaaal Ha*. Maalvi MB. 

MakaamaB Altai. Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi lyaB. 
MakaamaB larall. Maalvi. 

MakaamaB liMIfat, Kkaa BakaBar Dr. lyafe 
Malliak. tka Nta'klt Mr. MakaaBa Btkary. 
Maltiak, Mr. Palin Btkary. 

MaakarraW Masaala, tka Hta’lia Naval. Kkaa 
BakaBar. 

Maatifawaal Haqaa, Mr. tyaB. 

Maatafa All Oawaa, Maalvi. 

Naaarallafc. MawakaaBa K. 

HatlaaBBIa. tka Naa’kla Kkvaja Hr. K4.I.I. 


n 

Raknaa, Kkaa BakaBar A. M. 1. 

Balkat, tka Naa'kla Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Bay. Mr. Patlraai. 

BaBaraBBIa AkaiaB, Mr. 
tatraBBta AkaiaB. Nall. 
lakaka-Ataa, Mr. lyaB. 
taka, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baka MaBkaaaBaa. 
tarajal Itlam, Mr. 

IkakakaBBia, Mr. Klviji. C.B.S. 

BINar, Baka Utta MaaBa. 

•pallar, Mr. 4. H. 
laiitk, Mr. H. Brakaat. 

Hark, Mr. A. f. 

Itvvaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

IvbravarBy, tka Naa'kla Mr. N. I. 

Tamil aBBIa Kkaa, tk# Naa'kla Mr. 

Tafal AhmaB CkavBkary, Maalvi NaJI. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkitaiaat, Mr. R. B. 

Vaaaat Mirta. 

Vatal All GkaaBfcary, Mr. 


JThe Ayes being 50 and the Noes 92, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-17 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 9th 
September, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1938* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 9th September, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 

# 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Mortality and lots caused by cyolone and tidal waves in Bakarganj and 
Noakhali districts, 

•125. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in change of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing, thana by thana, in the Patuakhali and Bhola 
subdivisions of the Bakarganj district and in the Noakhali district — 

(?') the total number of deaths ascertained so far (up to the 30th 
June, 1941); 

(it) the number of cattle mortality in the affected areas; 

(tit) the extent of the area affected; 

(tv) the extent of loss to crops in these areas; 

(v) the condition of betel and chillie plantations in these areas; 

(vi) the estimated loss of Government and private properties in these 

ureas as a result of the cyclone and tidal waves of the 26th 
May last ; and 

(vii) the amount of agricultural and Tueeavi loans and gratuitous 

relief given by the Government to the people of these areas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what other 
measures, if any, have been taken and the procedure that has been 
followed by the Government for giving relief in these areas? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any pri- 
vate institutions are working in these areas? 

(d) If so, whether they are working independently or in co-operation 
with the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bls Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy) : (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table? 

(b) The affected areas have been divided into a number of relief 
centres and Relief Officers have been posted in charge of them for the 
proper distribution of relief and for general supervision. District, Sub- 
divisional and Union Relief Committees have been formed and the 
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members of these committees are assisting the Relief Officers of their 
respective centres. Adequate arrangements have been made for medical' 
relief and sanitation. Steps have been taken to sink tube wells where 
necessary. 

To provide work for the landless lalxmrers test works in the shape 
of repair of roads, water-hyacinth and jungle clearance, clearance of 
betelnut plantations demolished l>y the cyclone, erection of the huts 
of the destitute, clearance of tanks, ro|>e making, paddy husking, etc., 
have been organised in the affected area* on an extensive scale. The 
following amounts have been sanctioned **0 tar (up to the 12th August, 
1941), for test relief work— n Its. 

Bakarganj ... ... 1 ,70,000 

Xoakhali ... ... ... 35.000 

In the district of Bakarganj about 20^000 mnunds of secil paddy have 
been distributed as agricultural loan" in addition to the amount distri- 
buted in cash. 

In Xoakhali 910 maunds ol paddy ha\e been advanced for seedlings. 
Arrangements have also been made to glow seedlings in the Govern- 
ment raised land at Maijdi and also m the land belonging to tin* Gov- 
ernment sub- jail for distribution among the people* of the distressed 
areas where difficulty is being experienced in finding raised land to grow 
seedlings. 

A special loan scheme has been sanctioned for giving relief to the 
poor middle-class non-agriculturists in the district of Bakarganj. A 
similar scheme has already been introduced in Xoakhali. 

A scheme for issuing free Bailway warrant at the expense of Gov- 
ernment to labourer* fiom Xoakhali dbtrifi in order to help them to 
trawl to other districts where they may find work has already been 
introduced. 

(c) Yes. The following institutions are working in the areas: — 

/); s t rirt link ary an ; , 

(1) Bam Krishna Mission. 

(2) Hindu Mahasahlm. 

(3) Bakarganj District Flood and Cyclone Belief Committee. 

(4) Bharat Sevasram. 

(5) Badieal Democratic Party. 

(0) Muslim League. 

(7) Forward Bloc. 

District .Xoakhali. 

(1) Muslim League Belief Committee. 

. (2) Hindu Mabasabba. 

(3) Tran Ramify. 

(4) Central Relief Committee. 

. (d) The Bam Krishna Mission has been working in co-operation with 

Government. The other institutions are working^independently. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY.-irt^fa 

C-TUsrt^ff^T C^ft? Forward Blocks 4TfS (7R1 

*Tfa President 4H; ^ Secretary 

Binode Sen, <W #31 <7T*ttH relief^ Tfa ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Government are 
not aware. of that, but it lies on the ingenuity of my friend to give 
publicity to that fact. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (b) 
where it is said that district, subdivisional and union relief committees 
have been formed, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state by 
what agency these have been formed; was it by the District Magistrate 
or by the people themselves y 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: By the District 
Magistrate. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to 
answer (b), viz., “a special loan .scheme has been sanctioned for 
giving relief to the poor middle-class non-agriculturists in the district 
of Bakarganj and the introduction of a similar scheme in the district 
of Noakhali is under consideration”, will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state what the scheme is like and give us the details of the 
scheme ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We are 

advancing money to these non-agriculturists for the construction of 
their houses, etc. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the middle-class non-agriculturists who are carry- 
ing on trade are not being given any loan for doing so? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly we do 
not advance money for carrying on trade. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the Subdivisional Officer of Bhola had issued a 
notification saying that no able-bodied men will get gratuitous relief 
including women? Is he also aware that both Hindu and Muhammadau 
women do not take part in clearing water-hyacinth and jungle, etc.? 
Will he be pleased to state what arrangements are being made far 
them? 
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The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYf The honourable 

member lias put another question and 1 may reply to that in due' 
course. I do not propose to answer this point in the course of answer 
to this question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the rate of daily wage that has been given to 
the workers for teM relief Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The rate of 

wage varies according to the price of rice and we are trying to help 
every worker to earn sufficient money for his food and for the food of 
his family. 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that Its. 4,(10,000 that lias been so far* 
sanctioned for distribution as agricultural loan to Noukhali has been; 
quite inadequate and that further money is needed for distribution of 
agricultural loan in that district ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I have 

circulated a printed statement, and I have here a supplementary state- 
ment which I would like to read out, and if, after this honourable 
members would like to put further question, I would reply to their 
supplementary questions then. 

May I read it, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Since the state- 
ment was printed, since 19th August, 1941, Government have 

sanctioned the following amounts up to f»th September, 1941 


District. 


B&karganj 

Dinajpur 

Tipper* 

Khulna 

Burciwan 

Midnapore 

Noakhali 

Murshidabad 

.Hooghly 

Bogra 

Dacca 

Total 



Short-term 

Agricultural 

agricultural 

loan*. 

loan*. 

Ka. 

Ha. 

1,30.000 

Nil 

2f»,000 

„ 

12,000 

,, 

24.000 

,, 

15,000 

„ 

41,000 

17.O00 

Nil 

Nil 

4.000 

” 

Nil 

•• 

2,51,000 

17,000 


Test works. 

Gratuitous 


relief. 

R*. 

Rs. 

1,00,000 

eo.ooo 

Nil 

25,000 

Nil 

Nil 

3,000 

,, 

Nil 

5,000 

30,000 

Nil 

2,000 

,, 

1,000 

,, 

Nil 

20,000 

** 

# 1,50,000 

96,000 
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The total allotments made to the various districts under the various 
heads up to 6th September, 1941, are as follows: — 


Agricultural loans 

Rs. 

... 95,32,000 

Short-term agricultural loans ... 

... 3,83,600 

Land improvement loans 

... 1,81,370 

Test relief works 

... 13,68,762 

Gratuitous relief 

... 11,97,500 

Total 

1,26,63,232 


It may also be noted in this connection that the following schemes 
which are mentioned in the printed statement to be under contempla- 
tion have been sanctioned : — 

(?) The special loans scheme for the poor middle-class non- 
agriculturists has since been extended to the Noakhali 
district also, and Rs. 50,000 has been sanctioned for the 
purpose. 

(u) The scheme for issuing free Railway warrants to landless 
labourers in Noakhali district has also been sanctioned, and 
Rs. 5,000 has been allotted for the purpose out of the 
gratuitous relief money. 

{ivi) The scheme for giving loans to poor and distressed weavers 
and artisans in Noakhali district has also been sanctioned, 
and a special grant of Rs. 25,000 has been sanctioned for 
the purpose. This sum is not included in the amounts 
shown above. 

Although not referred to in the printed statement, it may be noted 
that the following measures have also been taken: — 

(а) A scheme for giving relief to distressed weavers in Dacca 

district has been sanctioned, and Rs. 20,000 out of the test 
relief work money has been sanctioned for the purpose. 

(б) Instructions have been issued to the Collectors of Bakarganj 

and Noakhali for the suspension, during the period of 
distress, of Revenue sales and execution of certificates in the 
affected areas of those districts. 

Similar instructions have also been issued to the Collector of 
Tippera for the suspension, till December, 1941, of Revenue 
sales and of execution of certificates. 
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Instructions have also been issued to the Collector o! Mymen- 
singh that no certificates should be executed in the areas 
affected by distress this year until the situation improves 
sufficiently. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* In answer (ft) it is stated that 
adequate arrangements have been made for medical relief and sanita- 
tion. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what arrangements 
for medical relief and sanitation have been made in the subdivision of 
Bhola ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I would ask 

for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer 
(a)(nO, will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government has excluded the able-bodied women from getting the 
gratuitous relief!”' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that the Subdivisional 
Officer has given a notice to the effect that every able-bodied man and 
woman will not be entitled to gratuitous relief y* 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH: Certainly able- 
bodied men cannot be entitled to gratuitous relief. As regards able- 
bodied women, we have to make an exception according to the custom 
of the country, and 1 propose to reply to this part of my honourable 
friend’s question in reply to question put by him specifically on this 
point. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware that in Bhola subdivision hundreds of complaints have 
been made by the Hindus, specially the Scheduled Castes, to the 
District Magistrate that the Relief Officers who are all of them 
Muhammadans are distributing gratuitous relief as well as loans in an 
iniquitous manner? 

Th« Hon'bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I am not aware 

•of any such complaint. Moreover I repudiate such a suggestion. 
Government are perfectly satisfied that Belief Officers are distributing 
relief without any communal consideration. 
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Ilf. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: So far as the paddy distributed is 
concerned, is the Government aware by now what is the percentage 
of successful germination of the seed ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am not aware 
of that. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that hundreds of complaints have been received by the 
District Magistrate from the Scheduled Caste Hindus of the Bhola 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCk ROY: I have nothing 
more to add. I have made it very clear that Government are almost 
daily in touch with the situation and the District Magistrate has been 
submitting comprehensive reports on the relief operations every week,, 
and we repudiate any such suggestion that Government officers, 
whether Hindus or Muslims, are distributing relief on communal 
consideration. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U ! In view of the fact that in 
consequence of natural catastrophe people have I wen deprived of their 
shelter and food, do the Government consider it incumbent upon them 
to lay down that only agricultural loan can be granted and gratuitous 
relief cannot be granted for shelter or food to any class of people? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have never 
said that gratuitous relief is not granted for other purposes. But 
gratuitous relief is usually granted to save people from immediate 
starvation. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: AYith regard to the provision 
for shelters which became as impeiative as the provision for food, is 
it outside the category of gratuitous relief altogether? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government 
have actually advanced large amounts of money as agricultural loan 
and it is expected that out of that amount a portion will he devoted to 
the rebuilding of huts. So Government did not find it necessary to 
grnnt gratuitous relit! for the construction of huts. 

Rei HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, may I remind you 
of a question of mine on this subject? I put ifi a question but the 
answer has been held up or postponed. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : I think, it is already there. 
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Damage caused by cyclone and Hood in BakarganJ, Noakhali and 
Tippers. 

M26. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: ut) Will the Hon’bl* 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i ) the extent of loss caused by the recent cyclone and flood in 
Bhola, Perojpur, Barisal town ami other places in the 
district of Bakarganj, Noakhali and Tippera; 

(u) the number of persons — 

(1) killed, 

(2) wounded, and 

(3) rendered homeless; 

(Hi) the number of houses destroyed; und 
(iv) the number of cattle — 

(1) killed, and 

(2) disabled? 

(b) Will the Hon'blc* Minister he pleased to give an estimate of the- 
crops destroyed by the cyclone and flood in the said districts? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what arrangements, if any, have been made for giving relief 

to the people of the ufterted areas; 

( ii ) the amount of money given to the people as — 

O') gratuitous relief, and 
(2) agricultural loan; und 

(iif) the approximate number of families that will be benefited by 
the gratuitous relief and agricultural loan? 

(d) Will the IJon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have made any special grants for the following purposes: — 

(1) reconstruction of houses; 

(2) purchasing of food and clothing; 

(3) purchasing of seed for the next crop; and 

» (4) purchasing of cattle and implements for tilling the soil? 

• ( e ) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the average amount which each family 
may get? 
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(/) Do the Government contemplate any remission of rents and cesses 
of the said areas till the people are rehabilitated? 

The Hon’bfe Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) (i) Noakhali— 
Over a crore of rupees. 

Bakarganj — It has not been possible to estimate the cash value of 
the loss. 

Tippera — About Rs. 50 lakhs. 

(ii) Noakhali — 

(1) Killed — 119. 

(2) Wounded — no estimate could be made. 

(3) Rendered homeless — no estimate could be made. 

Bakarganj — 

(1) Killed — 2,879. 

<2) Wounded — no estimate could be made. 

{3) Rendered homeless — about one million for the first few days 
after the cyclone. Almost all homesteads have now been 
rebuilt. 

Tippera — 

(1) Killed — 10. 

(2) Wounded — 50. 

(3) Rendered homeless — no estimate could be made. 

(Hi) Noakhali — no estimate could yet be made. 

Bakarganj — no estimate could yet be made. 

Tippera — 2,700. 

<tv) (1) Killed — 

Noakhali — 18,028. 

Bakarganj — 40,618. 

Tippera — 225. 

(2) Disabled — not known. 

( b ) Bakarganj — The main crop affected is the betelnut. Four annas 
to five annas of the betelnut trees have been blown down. The atts crop 
has not been affected to any considerable extent. 

Noakhali and Tippera — Average damage is as follows: — 

As. 

Jute ... ... ... 10 

Aim ... ... ... 8 



QUESTIONS. 


85 


mi.] 

(c) (t) Agricultural loans are being distributed and gratuitous relief 
is being given freely in the affected areas. Test relief operations in the 
shape of repair of roads, water-hyacinth and jungle clearance! 
clearance of betelnut plantations demolished by the cyclone, paddy 
husking, etc., have been organised all over the areas affected by tho 
cyclone and flood. These relief measures will continue as long as the 
distress prevails. 

A special loan scheme for house-building has been sanctioned for the 
middle class non-agriculturists in the Bukarganj district, and the 
introduction of a similar scheme for the Nonkhali district has since 
been sanctioned. 

For the organisation of relief work, the affected areas have been 
divided into a number of relief units of suitable area, and one relief 
officer has been placed in charge of each unit. 

Arrangements have also been made for medical relief, prevention of 
epidemic and sanitation. Forty medical units complete with medicines 
and equipments and 20 doctors and Sanitary Inspectors in charge of 
two Assistant Surgeons were deputed to Bukarganj for rendering 
medical relief. Of these, 35 medical units and two Sanitary Inspectors 
in charge of an Assistant Surgeon are now working in the district. 

Twelve medical units (including two for Nonkhali town) complete 
with medicines and equipments, and 20 doctors and Sanitary Inspectors 
have been sent to the Nonkhali district. 

(ii> Amounts sanctioned up to the 14th August, 1941 : — 



a) 

(2) 


Gratuitous 

Agricultural 


relief. 

loan. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Noakhali 

... 1,00,000 

12,40,000 

Bakarganj 

... 2,00,300 

20,75,000 

Tippera 

... 2,11,250 

5,75,000 


(tii) The relief operations are still in progress and no such estimate 
is possible now. 

(d) (1) Yes. Agricultural loans have been advanced for the recon- 
struction of houses as well as cultivation purposes. A special grant of 
Rs.l$ lakhs has also Wen sanctioned for loans to middle class non- 
agriculturists in Bakarganj for house-building purposes. 

(2) and (4) The agriculturists will utilise for these purposes a part of 
*ha agricultural loans given to them. 
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(3) In Bakarganj district a sum of Rs. 4, 60, 000 was sanctioned for 
purchase of seed for distribution as agricultural loan. But out of thia 
Rs. 3, 60, 000 has been distributed as agricultural loans in cash, as the 
cultivators preferred cash loan to seed loan. 

( e ) Distribution of loans is in progress, and so this cannot be 
estimated now. 

(/) In order to give relief to the proprietors and tenants of privata 
estates as also to the tenants of the Khasmahal estates of the districts of 
Noakhali and Bakarganj in the matter of payment of land revenue and 
cesses during the period of distress, orders have already been issued so 
that the District Officers concerned may take action on the following 
lines with regard to the affected areas: — 

( i ) No estate should he put up to sale for total or partial default in 
payment of land revenue for any ki*t till the next harvest. 
The estates which have already been advertised for sale may 
be exempted from sale under section IN of the Sale Law. 

(it) No steps should be taken to execute the pending certificates in 
respect of road, public work and education cesses till the next 
harvest. Fresh certificates may be filed for the realisation of 
arrears of sueh eesses only when they are about to be time- 
barred, but their execution should be suspended till the 
next harvest. 

(in) If the proprietors of private estates apply for suspension or 
remission of their land re\enue and cesses, action should be 
freely taken under rules 171, 190 and 192 of the Bengal 
Tauzi Manual, 1940. 

(tr) In case of Khasmahal estates, relief should be given to the 
tenants by way <0 suspension of land revenue and cesses till 
the next harvest in accordance with the rules contained in 
Part I of Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tauzi Manual, 1940. 

In regard to the affected areas of Tippera, Government have already 
issued orders as 1 mentioned, in the supplementary statement. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to question 
(c) (rii), the Hon’ble Minister has said that no such estimate is 
possible now. Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state whether 
lists have been prepared of the families for giving agricultural loan 
and gratuitous relief? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS! Then why is it that the 

Hon ’hie Minister says that he cannot make an estimate of the number 
of families which will he benefited by the gratuitous relief or the 
agricultural loan ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, a list has 
been prepared and the money is being distributed according to the list, 
but Government do not propose to make the local officers devote their 
time to the preparation of these lists for submission to Government at 
the present moment. The local officers are too busy with distribution 
or relief. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the ITonlde Minister be 
pleased to state whether gratuitous jeliet has been given once or is 
being repeated ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: It is being 

repeated according to necessity . 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased in state whether giat nitons relief or any relief has been given 
to the agriculturists or mm-agi lculturists poor people for construction 
of huts ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We have given 
loans to the agrnuliurisN for i oiislruetion of huts and generally we 
do not give gratuitous relief for construction of huts. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the TLm'ble Minister he 
pleased to state it the (\dlerinr of Noakhali has made a further requisi- 
tion for sanctioning further mone\ for the purpose of test relief works 
in the district of Noakhali? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 ask for 

notice, hut I can assure m\ friend this much that if there is A requisi- 
tion, the mone\ will be mim tinned and probably it has been sanctioned. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the JIon'Me 

Minister aware that in Ilhola as well as in the northern part of the 
Bakarganj district artisans, specially the weavers, have lost all their 
tools and instruments together with their household belongings and 
that the\ are not able to carry on their craft for want of any loan? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Loans have 
been sanctioned for the non-agriculturists. As regards artisans, I 
ttink they are having a very good trade by re-building of bouses. 
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Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: My question is that 
they have lost their instruments and they cannot carry on their trade 
for want of instruments as well as the materials, for example, the 
weavers have lost their weaving materials as well as their instruments. 
Now, they have Wen praying for loans. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what arrangements have Government made to give 
loans for these crafts ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: My honourable 
friend ought to realise that we have divided the population into 
agriculturists and non-agriculturists. Agriculturists have been given 
agricultural loans and non-agriculturists are being given special loans 
under a special scheme. So, if the class to which my honourable 
friend refers is composed of non-agriculturists, then they come under 
the second category. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to the statement 
that 4 to 5 annas worth of betel-nuts have been blown up, may I ask 
the Hon’ble Minister as also the other Hon’ble Ministers who have 
seen the cyclone affected areas whether it is true that, so far as Bhola 
and Sadar North are concerned, only 4 to 5 annas worth of betel-nuts 
have been blown up? It may be true so tar as Sadar South is 
concerned. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That is the 
estimate formed by the local officers after visiting the affected areas. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Has the Hon’ble 
Minister issued any instructions to the local officers on this point that 
artisans, even though they bad no land of themselves, will be given 
special loans to rehabilitate them in their craft? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No special 
instructions are necessary; they come under the general instructions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to bis answer that for the 
organisation of relief work the affected areas have been divided into a 
number of relief units of suitable area, and one relief officer has been 
placed in charge of each unit, from what class of Government servants 
or others have these relief officers been appointed ? 

The Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: We have 

mobilised practically all available officers in the. district and also 
requisitioned officers from the other districts. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR? But from what class 
of officers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: From all 
classes, I mean the Sub-Registrars, the Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
Debt Settlement Officers, Circle Officers and Deputy Magistrates. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to the statement 
that almost all homesteads have now been rebuilt, may I enquire 
whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that so far as rorrugated iron 
sheet homesteads are concerned they could not -at all be reconstructed 
owing to the rise in prices of materials and that only improvised huts 
have been raised ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, 1 do not 
for a moment suggest that they have been rebuilt on the same scale 
as before, but what I suggest is that some arrangement has been made 
for providing shelter. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: itt 

fV, 4* Cl ('HO tfTl* ^ 

VUrz sfc 5t *tM TS] quack ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: When Govern- 
ment said “doctor”, they certainly meant qualified doctors. We do 
not recognise quacks. 

Nature and extent of relief to the distressed areas of Murshidabad. 

•127. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: un Will the TWble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in the distressed areas of Murshidabad, where 
relief operations had been undertaken, a class of men and women, 
popularly known as the middle class, have neither been able to work 
at the test works, nor to obtain gratuitous relief? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what arrangements have been made for extending relief to 
them ; and 

(ft) the nature and extent of such relief, if any? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state what steps have 
been taken by Government for inducing organisation of non-official 
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relief committees in the distressed areas/ and the extent of collections 
'and relief operations made by such committees, particularly in the 
affected areas of Khargrain, Nabagram and Sagardighi police-stations 
•of the district of Murshidabad? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The middle 

•class peo])le did not attend test works, but they were given gratuitous 
relief when they came for it and were found deserving. 

(b) Agricultural loans were also given to middle class people when 
deserving. Its. 70,000 has been sanctioned up to 18th August, 1041, 
for agricultural loan in the district during the present year. 

To provide work for the able-bodied at home, a paddy husking 
scheme has aKo been introduced. A sum of Its. 7, 000 has been sanction- 
ed for the purpose up to IHtli August, 1041. 

(c) The local officers issued appeals and eon veto'd meetings to 
induce the people to form subdivisional relief committees. Such com- 
mittees were formed in the distressed areas, but little subscription in 
cunIi or kind could be collected by them. Smaller non-ofliriiil work- 
ing committees we re formed in all the thauas of Khargram, Xahagram 
and Sagardighi, and these committees worked well. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (a), 
namely, that “The middle-class people did not attend test works, hut 
they were given gratuitous relief when t hey came for it and were tound 
deserving”, is it the information of Government that there are many 
middle-class people who cannot avail themselves of gratuitous relief, 
because the\ cannot come or ask tor it Y 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, that 
is a fact. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR bASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any special measures have been adopted for the 
purpose of finding out who t hey are and how main they are* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: These middle- 
class people are generally landed people, I mean they have got land, 
l.c., some security. So they have not to depend so much on gratuitous 
relief. Irrespective of the fact ns to whether they require monej* 
actually for agricultural purposes * or not Government have on the 
present occasion distributed agricultural loans freeh. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I ask the Hon’ble Miniver 
to consider whether it would not be more advisable to secure the help 
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of non-official agencies like the Ramkriahna Mission through whom 
these people can be approached and given relief, aa was done in the 
Oftse of the Bihar Earthquake reliefs 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROYs Sir, I am glad to 
say that the ltamkriskna Mission, wherever they have been working, 
have been working in close co-operation with Government. They have 
as usual done very valuable work and Government have taken full 
advantage of their co-operation. As regards the suggestion made by 
ray honourable friend, we ma\ do it through the Kumkrishna Mission 
people or we may do it through other villagers, because villagers are 
supposed 1 o know the actual condition of theii neighbours. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What 1 was asking the Hon'ble 
Minister to consider was whether he will tr\ to find out and explore 
the real means of approaching these middle-class people who do not 
come for relief and try to find out it there are any people who are 
suffering for want ot relief and who are hesitating to come to the 
relief centres and whether Government will take steps to find them out 
through non-official agencies, so that relief may reach them? 

Th# Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROYS I am grateful to 

my honourable friend, but I nut) just explain to him thut the main 
purpose of organising small committees at the different units is that 
Government may be directly in touch with the actual situation and 
these sufferers, even if they do not approach Government officers 
directly, can approach their friends or neighbours or their friends or 
neighbours ma> come to their rescue and report the mutter to the relief 
officers, so that relief may be sent to them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the HouTde Minister 
avrare that in many cases Presidents of Union Boards, members of 
Union Boards and even sometimes Tirana Officers and Circle Officers 
prepare a list of lower middle class people who stand in need of relief 
but then in many such cases the opinion of Government is that the 
Famine Code does not provide for gratuitous relief to these people who 
possess lands and therefore in all these deserving cuses there is a good 
deal of difficulty in the matter of extending gratuitous relief Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is true. 
Government are very reluctant, and for obvious reasons, to grant 
gratuitous relief to persons who have securities to offer and who can 
easily take agricultural loans, but in special circumstances the local 
officers have been given sufficient discretion to give gratuitous relief. 

I am sure that they make full use of that discretion. 

7 
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Mr. BASANKA BEKHAR BAHYALl In view of answer (a) taken 
along with the answer given to the supplementary question of the 
Deputy Leader, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government have contemplated amending the Famine Code with a 
view to getting relief statistics through Government agency so that 
relief may be extended to proper quarters? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY* I shall certainly 
make a note of the suggestion of my honourable friend. Government 
do propose to revise the Famine Code which has become out of date. 
To meet the existing situation and especially in view of the experience 
we have gathered during the last few years Government will revise the 
Famine Code and they have requisitioned the services of a Special 
Officer for that purpose. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of enhancing the amount allotted for the 
district, particularly that allotted for the subdivision of Tangail because 
the amount that has been allotted for that subdivision is too small? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: The situation in 
Tangail is much better than the situation in the other subdivisions of 
the district. We have sanctioned money according to necessity. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: What is the source of his informa- 
tion? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The usual source. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House whether t he agricultural loan, as distributed 
in the district of Mymensingh, was according to the ratio of members 
belonging to the Coalition Party? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the grants were made in proportion 
to the demands put forward by the different .subdivisions or on any 
other basis? 

Tht Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: According to the 4 
conditions in each subdivision. 
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Mr. NIHAR ENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir, the 
Hon'ble Minister has not answered ray question as to whether any 
demand has been made by the respective subdivisions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has answered it. A subdivision may demand 
50 lakhs but the grant to be given must depend on the actual situation 
in the subdivision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how actually the conditions deserving 
particular grants were ascertained by Government . v 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow it, being too vague. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the distress in Kishoreganj subdivision is such that 
the amount sanctioned is not quite sufficient for the purpose, and, if 
so, does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate granting more money for 
the distress which is still prevailing there ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir Gov- 
eminent are aware that the situation in certain portions of Kishoreganj 
is very serious, espeeialh in the Bhati area.*', and Government have 
been sanctioning mone\ according to local m^ds. Ami, as the supple- 
mentary statement that I have just read out shows. Government are 
going on sanctioning money according to necessity and us they receive 
requisitions from local officers. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
besides the Bhati area there are other areas also where the distress is 
equally as acute as in the Bhati area 1 ' 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It may be so, 

but so far as we are aware, the situation in the Bhati area is serious. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether in distributing the grants for test 
relief works Government actually adopted any scheme of works which 
were to be performed in the course of granting this relief!' 

* Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of a general nature, and that 
question has no bearing to the question of relief and loan to be given 
to distreesed people. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I want to know the 

basis on which test relief work is made. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said, “ According to the 

need 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister l»e pleased to state the reasons why there is such a disparity 
between Tangail and Kishoreganj in the grants of test relief, namely, 
Its. 2,500 and Its. 38,000, respectively? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Because there is 
difference in the situation. 


Relief and loan to distressed people of Mymensingh. 

*128. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the linn hh Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state separately what 
sums have been granted for the current year as — 

(a) agricultural loan ; 

(h) test relief; 

(c) gratuitous relief ; and 

(d) land improvement loans, for the distressed people of the — 

(1) district of Mymensingh, 

(2) subdivision of Tangail, and 

(3) subdivisions of .Tainalpur, Netrokona, Sadar and Kishore- 

ganj of the district of Mymensingh? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The following 
amounts have been sanctioned for the whole of the distressed areas in 
Mymensingh district : — 

Rs. 

Agricultural loan ... ... 9,25,000 

Test relief 


Gratuitous relief 


... 1,55,000 
20,000 
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Out of the amounts sanctioned by Government, 

the following 

amounts have been granted by the Collector for relief 
subdivisions up to 19th August, 1941 : — 

in the different 

Agricultural loan . 

Rs. 

Taugail 

.12,000 

Jamalpur 

85,000 

Netrakona . . 

2.27,000 

Sadar 

1,42.000 

Kishoregauj 

Partial!} excluded area** comprising portions 

2,01,000 

of Jamalpur. K i-horeiian,] , Sadai and Netra- 


kona subdivisions 

55,000 

Total 

8,02,000 

Test relief. 


Tangail 

2,500 

Jamalpur 

0,000 

Netrakona 

52,000 

Sadar 

24,900 

Kishoregauj 

<18,000 

Total 

1,24,000 

Gratuitous relief . 

Us. 

Tangail 

200 

Jamalpur 

5(H) 

Netrakona 

5,700 

Sadar 

1 ,2(H) 

Kishoregauj 

0,000 

Partially excluded areas comprising portions 

of 

Jamalpur, Kishoregauj, Sadar and Netrukon 

a 

subdivisions 

m 

Total 

. 18,900 


. No amount has been sanctioned by Government for land improve- 
ment loan in Mymensingh district. 



96 


QUESTIONS. 


[9th Sept., 


Economic distress in Dinajpur, 

*129. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that economic distress is yet prevailing in 
the district of Dinajpur; 

(//) whether it is a fact that some people in Raiganj, Itahar and 
Pirgunj police-stations took out by force large quantities of 
stored paddy from the granaries of several villagers in those 
police-stations ; 

(in) whether it is a fact that famine conditions are prevailing in 
some part of the district of Dinajpur; and 

(ir) whether it is a fact that delay in disposing of agricultural loan 
petitions is causing hardship to the peasantry!' 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the (jovernment propose to take 
in the matter!' 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: m) (i) Economic 
distress has been prevailing in some parts of the district, hut owing to 
adequutc and timely rainfall in August, the situation is improving. 

(u) ami ini) No. 

(iv) Istans are advanced after making necessary enquiries, and there 
has been no undue delay. 

(b) Up to 22ud August, 1941, Rs. 2,7b. 000 has been sanctioned as 
agricultural loans, and most of it has already been distributed. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon'ble Minister kindly tell us the exact amount which has 
been distributed up to 22nd August? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer 
(a) (iV), will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state what time they 
took to make enquiries? 
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Th» Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We tried to 

ascertain information as quickly as we could. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is be aware of the fact that they 
took more than a month and sometimes two to three months in dis- 
posing of loan petitions and in granting loans to the petitioners ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 do not think 

so. There may be one or two such unfortunate cases, hut generally 
we tried to dispose ot the loan petitions as early as possible. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) 
( 11 ) and ( in ), will the lion lde Minister kindly look into the question 
that he has replied to and sa\ if he still sticks to the answer “No”, 
in reply to question {a) (ii)Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to enquire whether then* act nails has been such forcible taking away 
of paddy from -ome of the granaries of \i!lagers in the tlmnas Itahar, 
Kaiganj and Pirganji' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: 1 have already 
given the reply . If the honourable member can give specific instances, 
Government il 1 be prepared to enquire into them. 

Babu 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: With tef< *renre to answer 
(«) (ti) and (m), is the Hon’ble Minister aware that penal prosecutions 
have been started against some persons for forcibly taking away paddy 
under Raiganj. Itahar, and Pirgunj police-stations Y 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Police Department to answer, and 
the Revenue Minister cannot be expected to unswer that. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: On a point of information, Sir. 
May we put one question with regard to the statement supplied by 
Governments If you declare questions to be over, then it will be very 
difficult for us to ask any question. 


• Mr. SPEAKER: I will come to that later on after finishing all the 
numbered questions. 
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Damage to orops duo to flood in Tippera. 

•130. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware ttfat due to incessant and 
heavy rainfall the entire Kasha police-station in the district of Tippera, 
was over-flooded P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the affected area in square miles ; 

(ii) the area of standing jute and paddy crops affected; and 

(tii) the value of orops damaged ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) Only a part 
of the area was affected. 

(b) ( i ) About. 60 square miles. 

(ii) About 40 square miles. 

(if/) It has not been possible to estimate the cash value of the crops 
damaged. 


Damage by flood and storm in Tippera. 

•131. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing with respect to the Tippera district — 

(t) the area affected — 

(1) by the recent flood caused by the breaches of the (iumti 
river embankment, and 

(2) by storm; 

(ii) the area of agricultural lands so affected ; 

(tii) the area of land affected with standing jute and paddy crop; 
(tv) the number of huts affected by the storm ; and 
(v) the total estimated value of — 

(1) crops, and 

(2) huts, 

damaged or destroyed? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the Table. r 
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Agriculture loan and gratuitous relief in some subdivisions 
of Chittagong. 

•132. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state the 
amount that has been given to the flood-affected area of — 

(a) Chittagong Sadar (B); and 

(b) Cox’s Bazar subdivisions by way of — 

(1) gratuitous relief; and 

(2) agricultural loans? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) Sadar (B) sub- 



Rs. 

Gratuitous relief 

Nil 

Agricultural loan 

50,000 

(b) Cox’s Bazar subdivision — 


Gratuitous relief 

Nil 

Agricultural loan 

20,000 

Short-term agricultural loan 

6,000 


Eoonomic distress in Chandpur, Tippera. 

•133. Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (,/) Is the non’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that acute economic distress prevails withiu the Ilajiganj 
police-station in the subdivision of Chandpur (Tippera), 
owing to the damage of jute, [Middy and other crops done by 
the recent flood; 

( n ) that the bust aman paddy crop had also l>een damaged by a kind 
of insects in some of the unions of the said thana in 
Deoember last ; 

(in) that the damages of last aman and a us [Middy and other import- 
ant crops have made the condition of the cultivators and 
day labourers of the locality miserable; and 
(tr) that there have been several cases of starvation in the affected 

area? « 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 what amount has already been sanctioned for distribution in each 
union of the Hujiganj thnna as — - 

(1) agricultural loans, and 

(2) gratuitous relief, 

up to dOth June, 1041 ; and 

(//) how much more money the Government propose to sanction for 
each union till the next hancst time? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of declaring 
famine in the affected locality of the Hajiganj tliumi? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Yes. 

There is some distress. 

(n) About one-eighth of the tnntiti paddv crop of the last season was 
damaged by insect pest in sexeral villages in Kalachow I’nion of Ilaji- 
ganj police-station. 

(m) Some hardship has been caused to the cultivators and day 
labourers. 

( iv ) Government ha\e no such information. 

(h) (?) and (u) Government hu\e not sanctioned funds, union by 
union. I p to doth June. 1941, Government have sanctioned a sum of 
Rs. 3, 75, 000 for agricultural loans, Its. 11,250 for gratuitous relief and 
Its. 25, 000 for padd\ husking for distribution in all the affected areas in 
the Tipj>era district. 

The following further amounts hu\e been sanctioned after 30th June, 


Agricultural loans ... 2,00,000 

Gratuitous relief ... 1,00,000 

Paddy husking ... 1,00,000 

More funds will 1 k» sanctioned for relief if and when necessary. 
<c) No. 


Distribution of agricultural loan at Kasba, Tipper a- 

*134* Mr* MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Is the Ilon hle Minister in 
change of the Revenue Department aware — 

• <i) that on the 20th Aj>ril, 1941, a storm passed over the Kasba 

. police-station in the district of Tippera; and 

(»7) that it caused damage to huts and standii^ crops? 
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(b) Is it a fact that some agricultural loan was sanctioned for the 
distressed people of the locality? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
sanctioned amount has been distributed? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) A part of the amount allotted for the distressed areas 
within this police-station has already been distributed, and the distri- 
bution is proceeding with as much expedition as possible. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI : In answer to questions (r) and (d ) the Hoifble 
Minister has stated, “A part of t lie amount allotted tor the distressed 
areas within this police-station has already been distributed, and the 
distribution is proceeding with as much expedition as possible”. Will 
he he pleased to state whether the first distribution commenced towards 
the close of the month of July? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he wants us to understand that cultivation and 
sowing are still continuing in that affected area? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: How does it arise? 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon l ie Minister says 
that agricultural loan is being distributed. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not necessarily mean that cultivation is 
going on. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hou hie Minister be 
pleased to state for what purposes the agricultural loan is being distri- 
buted ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, it is too late in the day to ask the 
purpose of agricultural loan. 
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Grant of relief to certain thanas of Jamalpur subdivision, 
Mymensingh. 

•135. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (</) l* the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that all the crops (jute, boro, nus and a man poddy and other 
crops! of Nalitahari, Nakhla, and Shorpur police-stations of 
Jamalpur suhdi vision. Mymensingh, have been totally 
damaged by the untimely and excessive flood this year; 

(ii) that no crop will he available in the said area before next year’s 
boro crop; 

(ui) that the condition of jute plants are not satisfactory; und 

(ir) that da\ labourers are out of employment? 

(b) If the answer to (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he proposes to give any relief to 
the people of the said area in the shape ot — 

(1) agricultural loan; 

(2) gratuitous relief; and 

(d) test relief work? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) (i) Due to 

excessive rainfall early this season boro paddy was damaged to the extent 
of half in Nakhla police-station and almost entirely in Sherpur and 
Nalitahari police-stations. At the highest estimate, however, boro 
paddy constituted only 5 per cent, of the total crops of these places. 

Jute grown in the restricted area was damaged to the extent of 40 
per cent. 

A m was damaged to the extent of 50 per cent, only in two unions 
of Nakhla police-station but at other places it yielded a very satisfactory 
harvest. 

Broadcast aman was partially damaged in some places of the Nakhla 
police-station, but the same was re-grown in time and its prospect as 
well as the prospect of transplanted ovum of all the places are fair. 

(//) Av* will be available at mo**t places and aman everywhere. * 

. (iii) No. The outturn is likely to he roughly 60 per cent, of the 
normal. 

(ir) No. They are getting employment in the harvesting of aut 
and jute and in transplantation at present. 
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( b ) (1) Rs. 9,000 has been advanced as agricultural loans to the 
distressed agriculturists in the Nakhla police-station and Rs.28,000 to 
those in the Sherpur and Nalitabari police-stations. Further loans will 
be advanced as and when necessary. 

(2) Gratuitous relief was also giveq. in suitable cases, and further 
relief will be given as and when necessary. 

(3) Test relief works were also started to provide employment to the 
distressed people, and they were kept open as long as labourers came to 
work. The works will again be started as and when necessary. 


Economic distress in Kishoreganj. 

*136 Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that due to early flood this year acute economic 
distress is prevailing in Kishoreganj subdivision specially in the low- 
lying areaP 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps 
have the Government taken or propose to take to give relief to the — 

(1) agriculturists for their maintenance till the next harvest time 

and for agricultural purposes in the next season; 

(2) landless agricultural day labourers; and 

(3) middle class people? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount spent 
up to 31st July on the items mentioned in (b) P 

(tf) Do the Government contemplate to continue the relief work till 
the next harvest season P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the maximum agricultural 
loan given to an individual is not adequate? 

(f) Have the Government issued any instruction to the officer in 
charge of the relief work to prepare a list of needy and deserving agri- 
culturists showing the minimum amount that they may require for 
their — 

(1) maintenance; and 

(2) agricultural purpose? 

(j?) If not, do the Government propose <0 do so? 

(h) What amount of gratuitous relief has been given to the distressed 
people of the affected area? 
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Tht Hofl’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH (Sit I (a) Diatreaa 

prevails in the low-lying areas of the subdivision. ^ 

* 

(b) (1) Agricultural loans and gratuitous relief are being given and 
test relief works have been organised. 

(2) Test works have been organised. Where test relief is not possible, 

deserving landless agricultural labourers are being given paddy doles. 
They are also being given agricultural loans on the joint security of 
persons who have lands. * 

(3) Middle class people who are generally people possessing lands are 
being given agricultural loans in deserving cases. 

(c) Hs. 1,22.595. 

Separate figures for the different classes of people are not available 
now. 

(d) Yes, in cases where necessary. 

(e) No. 

(f) and (g) Lists of persons requiring relief for maintenance and 
agricultural purposes are prepared under the standing instructions. 

( h ) Hs. 14,000 approximately up to 27th August, 1941. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With regard to answer (h), will 
the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to Ntute what is the minimum amount 
distributed as gratuitous relief and the method of distribution P 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, about the 
minimum amount, I ask for notice. About the method, we are follow- 
ing the list prepared by the Union Committees or the Village Com- 
mittees. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: With reference to answer (b) 

( 3 ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any relief 
has been given to deserving middle-class people who have got no lands? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Those people who 
have got no lands are generally landless labourers and test relief work* 
have been opened for them. 

Mr* SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question was whether any 
relief has been given to deserving middle-class people who have got 
no lands. The Hon’ble Minister’s reply is “Middle-class people who 
are generally people possessing lands are being given agricultural loan# 
ih deserving cases.” 
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■ Tht Hon'blettir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi We" Kaye no 
scheme for reli* of middle-cl*#s people in the same sense as we have 
in Noakhali and Bakar^tnj. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Qu&tion time over. The r&t of the questions 
will be taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HJJA CH08E: May 1 ask a few questions with 
regard to the statement V 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

*Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, it is with regard to the state- 
ment. If questions are not allowed on the statement then what was 
the necessity of issuing a statements 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now I have seen the statement. You can ask 
questions on matters which have not been dealt with in the supple- 
mentary questions already put. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 hope you will allow me to put 
questions on this statement to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, if any arises. 

We will now take up Secondary Education Bill. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. I8WAR OA8 4ALAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 ( 6 ) 
for the word “Madrassah” in line 1. the words “recognised institution” 
and for the words “the Madrassah” in line 2, the words “such insti- 
tution” he substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment 1 am drawing the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Minister for Education to the fact that we have our 
amendments by which we wish to include not only the general educa- 
tion, but also technical, industrial, agricultural, commercial, ai^l other 
kinds of education and it might be that the principles of those institu- 
tions might have also to be referred to, and, therefore, instead of con- 
fining this definition to the word “Madrassah”, my amendment is that 
for the word “Madrassah” the words “recognised institution” should 
be substituted. 
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WJ<rt HAREHDRA MATH DAI , RUPTA : . Mr. ' j*Un 

<* amendment <3CTOp? E5t? >M'H TCI Wll TICS 

A _ ’* * 

^ 3T5f 1‘tTt’llV TO r* recognised institution 

to fro tf* (Wf cro ?w>n ftro iw ym<w r i 

^tif? 's ;f*i ^ (Tito'S 05tf% cfefsr <«; «rr$hr imms 

«rt 'mgr iflspvfi ’i^r^ <fro wn i ^ .a* fro» tctt 

Cto? CTO Scfiaf Jfft I TOE TOfTO TO TO? TtrtTl CTO 

• « 

<<K* Secondary Education Board 4 VtOHl ^TOT N"C ?pr1 N&T3 TO* (TT^TOT 

TO*T1 4< tfTO frcffi> I TOR TO nr 4*R TOtfTO NTOR Coalition 

Party} CT^TOPT IROR N ! <3ftl ^tl* <?T ?fTO TOfaH 

C*ffTOCVT T5TT5 farR ^HR (Rt | W1R Tpf TOR fTO frills 
TO 4 ^ faR® ?p?R sftor to TOjtn frofero cron ci^ <?rcl 

^ ots^n i ctzji ^ tos fa *1 Nfa ^ fas c*rif^ <?n? ^5 

AtwemblyR TOfT PC 5 ? IC&Ti? i ”5^3? 4TJ <?f*rt 5 CUC 1 ^ (R Ttf* 

\rTOT? TOrRTO *ft fTOl ?FXby fa TO fa TOT 3 f r TO*T I 

<srtfa Rl v£]^ amendment 4* ^ (7\$ STCR C^M 4R $lfT3 TO fa ^ I 

?:TO ifcs ftro tot: to totoii ^miR tot a tf*R *ft^ fclfro 
TOTO fr*Rl cto ITOi ^TOFTO (7R1 CTO *Ttft Slfa^ TO ^ I fal 
C^TOT^ R CTO Nfo ^1 1TOTO TOT ift-7t. ^ Slfvs TO nfa TO 
Niftrj TO z\ TO* rc$ TO ^ I C^TOTT 4* amendment TO?l 
Swpts TOfe I TOPn to OTT 9 ! fTvi ^ 

^ OTfa c^T^ w fros f*m 4 s n:^fe to w 

T3 ’ft^T TO tntf?-5 7tt>3 I ^3? »T‘¥fe ^ f-PTO TO 

-rfsTO TO ^ CTO^J TONl frTOJj ^*TT *r^rTO TOJTO 
TOCT5 I TO *& m =rvn fF?l TO amendment® *rt*tTO ^T 6 ! 

| Election i3^ ^TOi 9 ! fTOCT TO 

TOR. TOR (RtTO fTTO TO TOR I ^ CTO TO 

TOfr? ^PTOti ^ IT TOT '& cftsrsfro TOR TOT TR CTO *F*Z 

^n to i ^ffRTro^r fTOi 3 ’i^fer ^t 4^ =rr?ni^ tor ^TOt'>rr 

TO TOt TOR TOr TOtCR I CCTf'fotC^ flTOR fTOl 

^ cto fTO jc^ i ^4^ Rtf^r Nil TO 4i a i>Titr*Tt 

tfTO Mr. JalanSlfrs TOCl^T ^ TOR Coalition AyW CTO CTO^I 

NTO TO ^C^TC^T “TORI TO TON ClCKf^ ^ 

TO ^ TOR TOT3 TO’ I fTO 4? 5)THPR | # # fk'd TOR 

^Rt? fa-R I ^TOt^ll ^tr*R flTO ^ ^ 

**T5 5fft? I ^rtu tffo fnRt3 T5tW9 flTO ^ »ts M |feC5 ^ I 

8 * 
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whi fin* *n Awi ^tft 

<wft jymt^n w ah n cty fap r *rri/& s ft*; jn? ^ 

an / fry ici itn *t* it&ft vmft im sr* 4 4j Vos 4s 
fti w to an i <*tw c* ®*fera, sir* *nr *rfhti 

*91 ?rnrc^ i *f*f c 3 ^ ^ff%^i ts*£5: *14 cfqsi *rfa 'st t£«t 

S^Ff W a Assembly Oft* T? TU4 $1 TO, TO* Tt^Tl Oft* TO *T4 I 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, whether the Prin- 
cipals of Madrasahs should be given representation on the Board or 
not is a question of policy which will be discussed in clause 4 of the 
Bill, but so long as there is provision for the representation of these 
madrasahs the definition of the word “Principal” is necessary. There 
are over 700 madrasahs in the province and the heats of these madrasahs 
are not always called “Principals”. The object of this definition is 
that whatever may be the denomination of the head of the institution 
‘ It# will be entitled to be a voter and will be counted* as “Principal” 

the purpose of vote. The House will find in sub-clause (76') of 
Clause 4 that two seats have been given to madrasahs. The heads 
of madrasahs will form an electoral roll and the head of any madrasah, 
be he described as “Principal” or not, will be a voter. That is the 
reason behind this definition. I submit that there is no point in the 
amendment that has been moved, and, therefore, I oppose the 
amendment. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, t lie acceptance of this 
amendment will not rule out the possibility of madrasahs being included 
in clause 4. All that is said here is that the head of any recognised 
institution, whether a madrasah, or a technical .school, of a secondary 
school, whatever the policy of the Government may be, will be called 
the head of such respective institution. So realh the acceptance >f 
this amendment does not rule out any class of madrasahs or schools 
either. From that point of view the amendment may be easily 
accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the suggestion 
made by Dr. Mookerjee is concerned, I find that the matter requires 
special consideration. I should like to have a minute's time because 
I want to proceed in a spirit of compromise. I am not opposing it if I 
can accept it. 

Mr. SPEAKER. In view of the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s state- 
ment may I just speak a word. There has been a further request to 
me from certain sections of the House again to-day as to whether I 
should not consider the desirability of postponing the definition clause 
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And the constitution danse tor the time being. It is sometimes the 
practice in parliamentary legislation to take up definition Inst of all, 
because that really represents the essence of what we want in the soope 
of the Bill. I find there have been discussions going on in certain 
quarters about a compromise whatever that may be, and I would sug- 
gest to the House particularly to the Leader of the House and the 
leaders of the Congress Group, Mr. Bose and Mr. Roy, to consider 
whether it would not be desirable if this question is taken out for the 
time being, because it is so integrally connected with certain mechanisms 
in the Bill. If we want to finish it now, it will be very difficult. At 
the same time the parliamentary practice also is that definition may be 
taken last of all. So I think if we can postpone the constitution of 
the Council and the constitution of the Board as well as the definition 
clause till the last, that would be creating a good atmosphere as a result 
of which ultimately something may be done. 

Mr. KIRAM 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, I think the definition partly 
very important. That covers the whole application of the Bill. Unfit* 
we know what the definition will be, it is impossible for us to considCf 
the other clauses, and, therefore, 1 suggest that the definition clause 
should be taken up first. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: We agree with you, Sir, that if we consider 
the set of definitions at this stage it may cause some controversy and 
therefore the definition clause should be taken up last of all in accord- 
ance with the parliamentary practice, us you have said. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In fact, in M)ine cases in Parliament the defini- 
tions are taken la**t of all, a- 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : But here the definition 
is so important a thing that it it change*., the whole application and 
character of the Bill go, because these depend upon the composition 
of the Board and the Committee and everything. It is just for that 
reason that we cannot afford to postpone the consideration of the 
definition clause. 

Or. 8YAMAPRA8AD M0OKERJEE: There i« a good deal of 
point in what you have said, Sir. The only difficulty I see is that there 
is one definition clause with regard to the definition of secondary educa- 
tion. That is not a formal matter. So far as formal matters are con- 
cerned, they may stand over. But so far as the definition of secondary 
education is concerned, unless all sections of the House know what 
exactly is the matter which comes under the purview of the Board 
it ;s impossible for us to follow the different provisions in the Bill what- 
ever they may be, whether secondary education includes madrasah*, 
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technical schools, tols, etc. That is one important matter on which 
there should be some agreement. In fact, there has been some agree- 
ment acceptable to the Opposition and to the Government as well in 
this matter. I do not know if it is the wish of the Government to bring 
in an agreed clause. If that is done, that will simplify matters. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. You 
have spoken of the parliamentary practice. I fail to understand the 
implication thereof. As a matter of fact, a Bill starts with a parti- 
cular kind of legislation. It is always the practice in a Bill to define 
what the Bill seeks to provide. In fact, in our own House this ques- 
tion was finally disposed of in connection with the Money-lenders Bill 
where you decided that the definition should be first taken up, for 
otherwise the subsequent sections would be meaningless. In view of 
that it is fair that we should know what we are legislating upon. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I think Dr. Sanya! has said that the definition of something which 
lias not yet taken any shape should be established. On the contrary, 
the Hon’ble Speaker has said that the parliamentary practice is different, 
and in the Upper House when 1 piloted the Money-lenders Bill I put 
up the definition last of all because I knew that unless the people knew 
what the provisions of the Bill would be, to define some word which 
could not exist at all in future would he useless. I knew that m one 
case a certain word appeared in the definition clause which was passed 
by the Lower House. Then when the language was amended in the 
Upper House it was found that that word never appeared in the text of 
the Bill. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : What is that word:- 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not remember it now. First, of all, decide the skeleton of the BiU 
and when you have done that, then you can define the words and what 
you mean by the words. But before it has been decided why oppose 
for the sake of opposition the salutary ideas that you should first have 
a skeleton of the Bill accepted by the House and then the definitions and 

afterwards say that the (Mr. JouF.sfa Chandra Gcpta: Kindly 

explain it more fully.) My position is this that in such a matter if 
controversy can he at least delayed for some time, it will be much better. 
If there is any controversy, let the controversy be on main items. But 
I know Dr. Mookerjee has just now said that what secondary education 
means is also included iu the definitions and so the definitions should 
be taken up first. There is a great deal of force in what be has said. I 
do not know what the Chief Minister will do. If that is finished first, 
then the rest may wait. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, with reference to the 
point raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee I have got a very simple 
reply. The House will find that in a&b-clause (16) of clause 4 the 
right has been given to the Principals of madrassahs to send two repre- 
sentatives. If that clause remains in the Bill, the word “Principal” 
has got to be defind because the heads of madrassahs are not always 
known as Principals, they may be known by other appellations. 
Therefore, in order to give the heads of all the madrassahs the right 
to vote, we have got to define that by the word “Principal’* we mean 
not merely those who are stewards hut also every head of u madrassuh. 

Now, Sir, as regards the amendment before us the proposnl is to 
omit the definition of the Principal of a madrassuh and substitute in 
it* place the Principal of a recognised institution. Now, all the 
madrassahs are not recognised institutions for the purpose of the pro- 
visions of this Act. Therefore, if \nu do not define the word 
“Principal” in the way in which we have done it, a large number of 
madrassahs will he disenfranchised. 

Sir, I may point out to the House that although we are now defining 
only the heads of madrassahs bv railing them all Principals for the 
purpose of election, it does not rule out for the purpose of representation 
institutions other than nuolras^ahs. Therefore, the apprehension 
expressed by mj friend Dr. Suimaprasad Mookerjee is not well-founded. 
Therefore, Sir, had this amendment been as innocent as it looks, I 
would have accepter! it, but as it now stands, I am constrained to oppose 
it for the reasons I have given. 

The motion of Mr. I. I). Jalnn that in clause 2 (6) for the word 
“Madrassah” in hue 1, the words “recognised institution” and for the 
words ‘’the Madrassah” iu line 2, the words “such institution” be sub- 
stituted, was then put and a division called. 

(After the division bell stopped ringing.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may just mention that immediately after this 
there will be prayer interval. I will announce the division result after 
the interval and will adjourn the House for about 20 minutes after the 
the division is closed. ' 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

. Mr. Speaker then declared the result of the division. 

• The folowing is the result of the division of the motion of Mr. Iswar 
Das Jalan that in clause 2 (<?; for the word “Madmssah” in line ], the 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILL . / [9th Sot:,' 


words “recognised institution” and for the words “the Madrassah’ 
line 2, the words “such institution” be substituted;— 


jmv»i ssmsmot. «*s*"J* '** kl ***■ 

MiktifUki, Mymraalaifc. 

Baaarju, I Nr. Franatfca Natl. 

BantrjM, Mr. tlkaatb 
BaaarJI, Mr. f. 

BtMrJI, Mr. latya Frlya. 

Baraia, Ball fnmkwl 
Barman, Bahi »f*»» ^»»»< 

Bata, Mr. laataah Kanar. ^ 

Bkwai, tala Laktknl NarayaBy 
Blawat, Mr. ftaraatra Matt. 

Bmc, Mr. tarat OkaiUra. 

Ofeakralarty, Mr. JatlaBra Natl. 

Okakrakarty, Bala Naraatra Narayaa. 

OkaMfcarl, Ral HaraaBra Natl. 

Dat, Bala RaBkaaatl. 

Oai Bapta, Bala KkafMlra Natl. 

Daa Bapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dai Bapta, Irifat NarvnBra Natl 
Dalai, Mr. HaranBra Natl. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta MaaaaiBar, Mr. NilaraaBa. 

Blaaa, Mr. Atal Krlilaa. 

Bapta, Mr. BafMl OkaaBra. 


Bapta, Mr. 4 . N, 

Balaa, Mr. I. D. 

Kfcaa, Mr. Dakmitra Latt. 

Kanar, Mir Atal OkaaBra. 

KaaBa, Mr. NiiMtla Natl. 

UMrl, Bala Ailatoal. 

MaJjaiBar, Mrr. Hanaprtva. 

MaaBal, Mr. Anrita Lai. 

MaakarjM, Dr. ByaaaapraaaB. 
MakfctrJI, Mr. DliraaBra Narayaa. 
Malltak, Irljat AalatMk. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Ray, Mr. Olara BlaaBra. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkritlaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. * 

Ray, Mr. Kiilarl Pati. 

Ray, KikiraB ChanBra, Ral BalaBvr. 
Ray, Mr. Manaiatka Natl, 
laayal, Dr. Nallaakila. * 
laayal, Mr. lataaka lakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal OkaaBra. 
laa, iaftik OkaaBra, Ral BakaBar. 
Sm- B apta, Mrt. Nattk. 

Ilafca, Irljat MaalaBra Bkaaaa. 


AIBal Atli, Maalaaa MB. 

AIBal Nam, Mr. Mina. 

AIBal NaBr, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim, Maalvi (Mym«aila(k). 

AIBal Naklm Vikranparl, Maalvi MB. 

AIBal HaailB, Mr. A. M. 

AIBal ManlB tkal, Maalvi. 

AMal Balkar, Maalvi. 

A Mai KaBar, Mr. (alia* Lai Mark). 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Util Blaarai, Maalvi. 

AIBal Ma|IB, Maalvi (Mymaa»la|k). 

AMal MaJIB, Mr. ly«B (Naafckall). 

AMal Motalal Malik, Dr. 

AMal Wakal Kfcaa, Mr. 

AMal WalaB, Maalvi. 

AMalla-AI MalmaM, Mr. 

AMar Ralnaa, Kira BakaBar A. F. M. 

AMar RaaallB MalmaM, Mr. 

AMar RaaalaM, Maalvi MB. 

AMar Raat, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi I. (Htarral). 
AMar Raat, Klaa BakaBar llak (Raagpar). 
AMar Raraak, Maalvi. 

AMaa BkaktM, Maalvi MB. 

AIIBar Rara OkawBlary, Klaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
Alai Fat!, Mr. MB. 

Alai NaaMm, Maalvi. 

Alai Naaala AknM, Hr. 

AkamB All Kaayatpari, Kfcaa BafcMar Maalaaa. 
AfcmM AH MrMba, Maalvi. 

AfcaiM Naaala, Mr. 

ANaraBBta AkmaB, Kfcaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
AnlaaRafc, Kfcaa tafclfc MaalvL 
Aawaral AM*, Kfcaa BakaBar MB. 

AffcrataU, Mr. M. 


AilmaBBIn AkmaB, Mr. 

AalaB Mamala Klaa, Kkaa BakMur MaalvL 
Atfcar All, Maalvi. 

BaBraBBoJa, Mr. SyM. 
tarat All, Mr. MB. 

Birkmyra, Hr Ntary, Bart 
Blawat, Mr. Raslk Ul. 

OHppaaBala, Mr. B. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal OkaaBra. 

Daa, Ral lakik Kirft Bbaaaa. 

Data, Bala DaMaBra Natl. 

EBkar, Mr. UpaaBraaatl. 

EmBaBal Magac, Karl. 

Fartal Hap, tfca Haa’kta Mr. A. K. 

F trial QaaBir, Kkaa BafcMar Maalvi. 

Farlar Rakmaa, Mr. (Daeta). 

Fartar Ralmaa, Mr. (M ym aaa t i g fc). 
BlaaaBBIa AkmaB, Mr. 

BlaBBiai, Mr. D* B.I.K. 

Bamaa, Mr. R. A. 

•araat JNr. Damlar lla|b. 

ByaaaBBia AkmaB CfcaMfcary, AlfcMJ. 
HaitaBBIa OfcaMkart, MaalvL 
HamIBaBBIa AkmaB, Kfcaa lafcll. 

Haaaa All OfcawBfcary, Mr. SyaB. 
Hataaarramaa, Mavhri MB. 

Haafcam AH Kkaa, Kfcaa BafcMar MaalvL 
Haslaa MartfcaB, Mrt. M.B.f . 

NatamaNy BamaBar, Kfcaa lafcll MaalvL 
Naarfclata, Mr R. 4 . 

HapwaaB, Mr. Ragan. 

Haary, Mr. Davit. 

HMia, Mr. N. R. 

IBrte AfcmM MM, MaalvL 
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All— 4^ KAMI 
MdUM HMlmii, 

AImm*, Kina lUft MmW. 
Auk AH MattMter, MmIvL 
KtMreMia Kina, Kkaa kMir MaalvL 
Kana AU aim. HIM KwaiAklfA. 
Kmh 4), Mr. I. A. 


iiltiMii Okaaikary, Maatvl. 

•aatfal, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

Maaial, Mr. Ot|a< Qfcaaira. 

MaahvOOta AkkaM, Maatvl. 

Maairattaana litaaiakaOi, Maalaaa Mi. 
Ma^kal Haaala, Mr. 

Maaak All Kkaa Faaal, AI-HaiJ Maatvl. 

Marfa a, Mr. •„ C.l. I. 

Maaaaiaial H««, Maalvi Mi. 

Makaaiaiak Altai, Kkaa Bakaivr Maalvl Syai. 
Makaaiatai Ikraktn, Maatvl. 

Makaaiaiak Oka***, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak Uratt. Maal*». 

Makaaiaiak IMiM««, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. lyai. 
Makamaiaf latainaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
Malllck, Ik* Haa'kl* Mr. Makaaia Btkary. 
Maiharrv* Naaaaia. tk* Maa kla Naarak, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

MaatagawMl Ha«a*, Mr. lyai. 

Maatata All Dawaa, Maalvl. 

JUaarallak, Naarakaaia K. 

Aaalataiila, tka Haa’ka Kkvaja Hr, K.O.I.E. 


t 
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Mr. Dkaaaajay. 
Mr. BaMran. 


laiaraiila Aknai, Mr. 
talraiila Aknai, Hajt. 
laaaallak, Br. 
tarkar, Baka Maikataiaa. 
larajal lalan, Mr. 

IkakakaiMa, Mr. Kkvaja, O.B.t. 
Ikakaiall, Mr. 


Ikaauaiila Akatai,Mf. M. 
tkaauaiiia Aknai ffliaaikar, Mr. 
liriar, taka Utta Maaia. 

•a«H«r, Mr. <1. M. 
ladtk, Mr. N. Brakaat. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 


lafcrawariy, tk* Haa'Ma Mr. N. I. 
TanlaaMUa Kkaa, tka Haa’Ma Mr. 
Tatal Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvl Ha|l. 
Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkltakaai, Mr. R. B. 

Vaaiaf. Mina. 

Vaavf All Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes Win# 47 and the Noes 129 the motion was lost. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this tense 
atmosphere, atmosphere tense with hopes und expectation, suspicions 
and distrusts, 1 have the most pleasant task of moving an amendment 
which so tar as I have been able to discover appears to me to be the 
only non-contentions amendment throughout the whole measure. I beg 
to move t hat in clause 2 ( 7 ) after the word “rules” the words ‘‘and 
regulations” be inserted. (Laughter.) 

Sir, it has been rny unfortunate reputation 1 hut whenever 1 get up 
I ouh create some amount of heat and it is also 


Mr, 8PEAKER: What about troubles? (Laughter.) 

Dr, MALINAKSHA 8AK/AL: It is also my regret that I have 
often been misunderstood. ffif, in this motion of mine I have only tried 
to bring about a consequential change in the definition, inasmuch as 
in sub-clause ( 4 ) there is a provision to add regulations made under 
this Act and these words were added by the Select Committee. So, in 
ordinary course the Select Committee ought to have added a definition 
of regulations also. Now there are two ways of doing it — either to 
pot in a separate heading providing a suitable definition for regulation* 
stating that regulations mean regulations made under tiki* Act or by 
simply adding “and regulations” after “rules’' us* I have proposed. 
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I am entirely at the disposal of Government as to whether Government 
would like one draft or the other draft. There is of course in this very 
non-contentious measure a little sting, but that little sting should not 
make our friends nervous, bfceause^even to that extent there has been 
some amount of agreement. The sting is in the tail. So far as the 
regulations are concerned, the recommendation of the Sadler Com- 
mission was that all regulations of the Boftfd should be framed by the 
Board and on its own responsibility. Here, however, in the body of 
the Bill there has been cettain contemplation of rules and regulations 
being subject to the approval of Government, and in some cases this 
approval has been .very meticulously provided for. I am not at this 
stage going into the procedure we contemplate for having thehe regula- 
tions framed, and all that I now seek to do is to provide for a definition 
of “regulations” only. But let me tel] the House at the same time 
that it is our desire — and in that respect 1 hope and trust that the mem- 
bers of the Coalition Party will also agree with us — that the regulations 
of the Board should l>e framed by the Board and on its own respon- 
sibility, with the least interference by Government. It is not our 
intention, Sir, that there should be no regulation whatever requiring 
Government’s approval. As we shall proceed with the further stages 
of the Bill, it will be revealed for which of the regulations we contem- 
plate to retain the right of approval and which should he entirely framed 
on the responsibility purely of the Board. 1 should not anticipate 
things in connection with this Bill, for under t he rules of the Assembly 
I am precluded therefrom. But I am giving a little hint so that m> 
friends in their respective party meetings might examine the proposal. 
It is our idea that such only of the regulations which shall require 
special approval of Government will he those regulations that relate to 
some new policy or some .specific departure from the provisions contem- 
plated in the Act. At this stage I should not go further. So far as 
the rules are concerned, it is our idea that the Board should have com- 
plete freedom to frame its own rules, and there should he no inter- 
ference either of the Government or of any other agency in the framing 
thereof. Of course, it is also our intention that the rules and regula- 
tions, so framed, should he placed before the Legislature at the earliest 
possible moment. And if you would look at our amendments you will 
notice that towards the end we have proposed that rules and regula- 
tions, as soon as they are framed, should he placed before the Pro- 
vincial Legislature for such comments as the Legislature may be pleased 
to make. 

Now, Sir, this being the general outline of our scheme for the fram- 
ing of rules and regulations, it is only fit and proper that we should 
have a suitable definition for “regulations”, and it is only with that 
end in view that I have proposed this very non-contentious amendment. 
I trust that at least this amendment will be accepted, and by an agree- 
ment even on thk point a new era may be ushered in. (Laughter.) 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the words 1 rules’’ 
and “regulations” both occur in the Bill, and it is necessary that these 
words should be defined. We hare got in the Bill the definition of the 
word “rules”, and what is intended is a definition of the word “regula- 
tions” also. I have been advised that the best way to meet this end 
would be, with a view to removing ambiguities, to leave the definition 
of “rules” as it has been provided for in the Bill, and add a sub-clause 
(da) after sub-clause (O') of clause ” to the effect that “ ‘Regulations* 
means regulations made under this Act”. If this is done, that is to 
say, if the present amendment is withdrawn and in place of that, with 
your leave, it is moved that “ 'Regulations' means regulations made 
under this Act ”, then Government would be pleased to accept such au 
amendment. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I have no objection to the new 
amendment being inserted, and I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha San\ul that in cluuse 2 ( 7 ) after 
the word “rules the words “and regulations” be inserted, W'us then, 
by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 move that after 

clause 2 ((f) the following new sub-clause he inserted, namely: — 

( da ) “Regulation means regulations made under this Act”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that for clause 2( U) including the proviso, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(.9) ‘Secondary Education' means any form of secular education 
other than primary or post-matriculation education and 
includes — 

(a) general education, 

{ b ) technical and industrial education, 

(c) agricultural education, 
oh commercial education, and 

(e) such other form of education as the Board with the 
approval of Government may determine”. 

Sir, if you refer to the definition of secondary education, as given 
in the Bill or even in the Bill as reported on by the .Select Committee, 
you will find that no definition can be so vague as the definition that 
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has been given in the BiU. In the Bill, “secondary education’ 1 has 
been defined as “education other than primary education or post- 
matriculation education ,” and there are two provisos to this sub- 
clause, namely, (1) the Provincial Government may, by notification, 
declare any form of education to be, or not to be, secondary education. 
Now, Sir, if this proviso remains, there can be no necessity at all of 
defining secondary education. This makes the definition, as given in 
the Bill, altogether meaningless and nugatory. Then, Sir, the second 
proviso (2) runs thus: “if any question arises as to whether any form 
of education is, or is not, secondary education, the matter shall he 
referred to the Provincial Government whose decision shall be final.” 
That is, even after the constitution of the Board, the Board will not 
be the authority to determine which form of education is secondary 
education, and which not; it will be for the Provincial Government to 
say which form of education is secondary education, and which not. 
Nothing can be more ridiculous and nothing can be more arbitrary 
and derogatory to the Board, and it is for that reason also that I have 
to propose my amendment. If you look to my amendment, you will 
find that the amendment proposes to define secondary education. In 
one Rense it takes everything into consideration as to what this form 
of education will include in future, and attempts to define its contents 
and its denotation. My amendment, first of all, states in clear terms 
that secondary education in future should be entirely secular educa- 
tion and nothing else. What we are afraid of, Sir, in this modern 
age is the invasion of scholasticism in the sphere of secondary educa- 
tion. The reform of secondary education in all countries, — in all 
progressive countries, I mean, — has aimed at one thing — the develop- 
ment of modern education, the development of scientific education, 
the development of technical and industrial education out of the old 
scholastic education of theological seminaries. The classical type of 
education is not the one form of education that is now current in the 
progressive countries. Besides the classical type, other types have 
emerged and those types are called practical types or “real” types. 
Take for instance Germany. How she has developed her secondary 
education? Her old secondary institutions went by the name of 
Gymnasia. There they insisted on classical subjects. Stress was laid 
on classical studies. Then came the real Gymnasia in which stress 
was less and less laid on classical subjects but more on modern 
languages and on mathematics and natural science. Then came the 
Reformed Real Gymnasia where scientific subjects were much more 
accommodated and classical subjects were reduced to minimum. 

Sir, bow, again, secondary education has developed and has been 
reformed in England? On the lines that were laid down in Germany. 
Classical studies yielded more and more place to scientific and technioa) 
instructions and betides general education, secondary education of 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


117 


f«l.] 


practical type or types made their appearance. Recently, Sir, the 
Board of Education in England appointed a Committee which came to 
be known after the name of its Chairman as the Hadow Committee. 
That Committee indicated that the lines of advunce in secondary 
education should be as follows. In their words “It is desirable that 
education up to 11+ should be known by the general name of primary 
education and education after eleven by the general name of secondary 
education and that the schools mentioned ubovc which are concerned 
with the secondary stage of education should he called by the following 
designations : — 


(i) schools of the secondary t\pc most commonly existent to-day 
which at present pursue in the main a predominantly 
literary or scientifie curriculum to be known as Grammar 
Schools ; 

( u ) schools of the type of the existing Selective Central Schools 
which give at least a four years’ course from the age of 
eleven + to pupils with a ‘realistic’ or practical trend in 
the last two years to he known as Modern School*; 

(tit) schools of the type of the present Non-selpctive Central 
Schools with a curriculum on the same general lines as in 
the second und with due provision for differentiation between 
pupils of different capacities also to be knowu as Modern 
Schools; aud 

(it?) departments or classes within public elementary schools 
providing post-primary education for children, etc., etc., 
to be known as ‘senior classes’ ”, 


Now, Sir, their recommendation as to the curricula and studies was 
to this effect : 

“We must however add that the attainment of a reasonable standard 
of practical skill is in itself an object of importance in a modern school, 
particularly if it leads to mastery of one or more of the simple arts 
and crafts whose educational value we emphasise elsewhere." 

Again, their Report suys, “It should be possible iu the ease of 

certain suitable industries, such as agriculture, mining, the textile 

trades and transport, to give the children some knowledge of these 
industries and of their significance in the national life." But at the 
same time they say that “Modern schools should as a rule give * 
practical bias to the curricula in the third and fourth year of the 
course. This bias should be introduced only after careful considera- 
tion of the local economic condition and upon the advice of persona 
concerned with local industries. It should* not be of so marked a 

character as to prejudice the general education of the pupils. 
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Adequate provision should be made for the needs of such pupils as 
may gain greater advantage by following a more general course of 
study.” 

Such are the lines that have been adopted for the reform of 
secondary education in progressive countries. But here we see that 
the word “secular” has been most deliberately omitted, omitted just 
to make room for those scholastic studies that are provided in special 
institutions, such as the madrassahs. 

Sir, the other day I quoted before the House the recommendation 
of the Madrassah Education Committee. That was a committee 
appointed by this Government. The committee was definitely of 
opinion that the madrassahs should not come under the Secondary 
Education Board. Flouting the honest opinion of that committee 
appointed by the Government — opinion given on particular considera- 
tion of the requirements of madrassah education, — the Government i* 
now pursuing altogether a different way through political motive and 
ideas and is determined to bring the madrassahs under the Secondary 
Board of Education. 

It in to prevent such motive and ideas ruling the enactment of the 
present measure that we propose that in future the secondary education 
that the Board will control should be entirely of secular type. 

Then, Sir, we propose that future secondary education should not 
be only or wholly of literary type, should not be predominantly of a 
literary character and while it should include general education should 
also include technical and industrial education, agricultural education, 
commercial education and such other forms of education as the Board 
with the upproval of Government may determine. In other word it 
should be of a varied character. 

Now, Sir, what is the present physiognomy, the principal feature, 
of secondary education in Bengal Y The prevalent character of 
secondary education as it obtains in Bengal now has been described by 
Mr. Sargent in his “Review of the progress of education in India” 
during the years 1932 and 1937 thus: — 

“Iu Bengal except for a few schools which owe their existence to 
public enthusiasm no special attempt has been made to arouse in the 
boys in secondary schools any sense of industrial, commercial or agri- 
cultural enterprise. There is little provision in the schools generally 
for developing manual dexterity or powers of observation or mental 
skill. In 1937, however, a scheme of agricultural education in non- 
Goverument secondary schools was sanctioned and agriculture is now 
taught in accordance with the syllabus prescribed by the department. 
It is reported that the schools in which the scheme has been introduced 
are wmrking fairly well* but there is undoubtedly much room for 
improvement.” *■ 
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To tell the truth, Sir, there are only a handful of agricultural 
schools or even agricultural classes in general schools in this province. 
It is just for that reason, Sir, that we propose that these special types 
of secondary education should not be lost sight of in reforming 
secondary education in Bengal, at least in a Bill that proposes to reform 
and develop secondary education iu Bengal. 

Sir, you cannot develop secondary education iu Bengal by merely 
introducing the word “development" in the Bill. You have got to 
provide for it; you have got to place the vital idea before the Board; 
you have got to lay down your ideal in the Bill itself, und, Sir, just 
to iudicutc the ideal towards which our reform of secondary education 
should mow* and evolve that we are going to move this amendment. 

Sir, the authority of the Sadler Commission was invoked in 
introducing this Bill and is always invoked when it suits the purpose 
of the Government; but. Sir, if really the Government had any regard 
lor the recommendations of the Sadler Commission, then they should 
not have forgotten to indicate* the* main principle of reform to which 
the Sadler Commission directed the attention of tin* authorities. Sir, 
you will find in Chapter XXXI of the Report of the Sadler Commis- 
sion the following statement : — 

“The systematic reorganisation und improvement of higher 
secondary education in Bengal entails a ecntrul authority which would 
need to have under its superintendence secondary and higher secondary 
education, a part of technical education, all the middle and upper 
grades of continuation classes, some part of the preliminary training 
for certain professions and the work of many institutions giving 
professional preparation for teachers, etc." 

AY c, therefore. Sir. consider it desirable that wr should not Jose 
sight of the ideals towards which the reform of secondary education 
should he directed and. Sir, just to make that dear we propose this 
amendment. In the firM place, we propose that Ihe future secondary 
education should he entirely secular in character; no invasion or 
eruption of scholasticism should 1 m* permitted either in the shape of 
madrassah or otherwise. Seiondly, we propose — -(A voice fjiom the 
Coalition Benches: 1)o you take your stand on that*') Yes, we 
take our stand on that so far as exclusion of rnadrassahs from the 
purview of the Secondary Bourd is concerned. AVe know* you of the 
Coalition Party are going to set hack the hands of the dock; we know 
that you are going against the recommendations even of your own 
Committee, the Madrassah Education Committee in this matter. You 
set up that Committee and you are now going to tear up the recom- 
mendations of that Committee. 
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Then, Sir, we propose that the future secondary education should 
not be of limited scope and carried only on general lines, but should 
also be on specialised lines so that a variety of aptitudes among the 
students may find full scope for development. 

With these words, I beg to move my amendment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Sir, I beg to accord my whole- 
hearted support to the motion placed in this House by my honourable 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. In the “Hindustban Standard” 
of yesterday I read an article on secondary education by Sir Jadu Nath 
Sarker, that erudite scholar, eminent educationist, and ex-Vice- 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University. Among other things Sir Jadu 
Nath writes ‘ ‘secondary education, as understood in civilised countries, 
is an essentially modern and secular instrument of public uplift inspired 
by the progressive spirit of science — science which has exorcised from 
the modern mind many ‘a devil of the tamarind tree’ which is a 
figment of medieval imagination 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find the expression is going to be classic. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Yes, Sir, it deserves to be so. I 
say that the progressive countries of the world to-day have no fancy 
for what goes by the name of religious education. To me, Sir, that 
seems to be a very correct attitude so far as secondary education is 
concerned. Like an ultra-modernist I would not say that religious 
education has no place in human life, but public instruction is hardly 
the instrument for that. Those who really feel the need of a course 
of religious training for their children must look for it elsewhere 
beyond the modern class room. Any attempt to couple the religious 
and secular sides of education within the precincts of the class room is 
bound to be disastrous tor both. The curious amalgam, namely, 
religio-ftecular education of the class room will neither lead to the 
quickeniug of the spirit which is the essence of religion nor to the 
emancipation of the intellect which is the essence of general modern 
education, but will, on the contrary, retard the development of both. 
It will teach religiosity ti’hich we are in abundance to-day, but not 
religiousness. It will allow only a stunted growth to the human mind. 
In this connection, Sir, I would sound a note o? warning to those of 
my friends who are votaries of modern “madrassah” education. To 
them I would say “beware, you are digging your own grave. The 
blunder that your forbears committed a hundred years ago by keeping 
sullenly away from western culture, you are committing again to-day 
in a limited form. (Mr. ABrL Hashim: They had no regard for 
western education.) Yes, I know that even to-day you have no regard 
for it. You are going a hundred years back. As a eitixen of this land 



U941.) 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Ill 


I think it to be my duty to tell you, and it concerns us very much, that 
you by yoUr obstinacy, encouraging your people to live in the mediaeval 
age with the stunted mind, are producing a humanity that it bound 
to be a clog in the wheel of national progress . n Sir, as I have said, 
we on this side of the House are definitely opposed to the inclusion of 
any religious training into the system of secondary education. We 
have, therefore, proposed in the amendment that secondary education 
must be purely a form of secular education. We have further laid 
it down that secular education must include general education, 
technical and industrial education, agricultural education and com- 
mercial education. In other words, we have subdivided secular 
education into general education und vocational education. Now, this 
general education is a very big subject. It is not merely the teaching 
of a few languages, a little history, a little geography, and a little 
mathematics, and all that. It is much more than that. This is how 
the Sadler Commission Report characterises it. Speaking about the 
students in this province in the secondary stage the Report says among 
other things: “Their bodies should be developed and trained by 
systematic and vigorous exercise. Their e\es should be trained to see, 
their ears to hear, with quick and sure discrimination. Their sense of 
beauty should be awakened, und they should bi* taught to express it 
by music and by movement, ami through line and colour. Their hands 
should be trained to skilful u*e. Their will should he kindled by an 
ideal and hardened by a discipline enjoining self-control. They 
should learn to express themselves accurately and simply in their 
mother tongue and, in India, in English also. Through mathematics, 
they should learn the relations of forms und of numbers. Through 
history and literature they should learn something of the records of 
the past; what the human race (and not least their fellow-countrymen) 
have achieved; and how the great poets and sages have interpreted the 
experience of life. Their education should further demand from them 
some study of nature and should set them in the way of realising both 
the amount and the quality of evidence which a valid induction 
requires. Besides this it should open windows in their mind, so that 
they may see wide perspectives of history and of human thought. But 
it should also, by the enforcement of accuracy and steady work, teach 
them by what toil and patience men have to make their way along the 
road to truth. Above all. the education should endeavour to give 
them, by such methods and influences as it is free to use, a sure bold 
upon the principles of right and wrong and should teach them to apply 
those principles in their conduct. Thus its chief work is to enlighten 
and practise the conscience, both the moral conscience and the 
intellectual. And, through the activities of corporate life in the 
school, it should give the pupils experience in bearing responsibility, 
in organisation, and in working with others for public ends, whether 
in leadership or in submission to the common will.** 
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Now, Sir, it may be asked by my friends opposite “you include bo 
many things in the scope of secondary education ; it practically covers 
the whole of human life. Why then exclude the study of religion 
from the picture ?" We must make our position absolutely clear in 
this respect. We must have nothing like old “catholic seminaries" 
which are fundamentally religious in teaching and outlook with a 
valuing superstructure of modern subjects, which, in the words of 
Sir Jadunath, “do not touch its mediaeval core or essence." 

Secondary education must have nothing to do with “madrasahs" 
or “tols" in any form whatsoever and the kind of education they 
impart. But we would very much welcome a scientific secular, com- 
parative and appreciative study of religious principles, personalities 
and events in joint classes of Hindu, Muslim and other students. 
Such studies will help in widening the religious and cultural outlook 
of students and also help in creating a composite culture of all com- 
munities inhabiting the land which is the crying need of the times. 
Ah I said the other day, there is unfortunately to-day an upheaval 
of sectarian and separatist tendencies bolstered up by different classes 
of interested politicians. It is Wing assiduously preached that cultural 
differences between llinduR and Muslims are so pronounced and insur- 
mountable that the salvation of the communities lies in political and 
cultural isolation. We do not subscribe to this madrasah point of 
view'. We regard cultural differences as mere mental angularities 
which without losing the mental substance may be rounded off by 
closer and closer cultural contact and mutual understanding between 
the communities, and we believe, as J said the other day, that it is in 
the laboratory of secondary education that this invaluable nation- 
building substance can be manufactured. One of the ways of manufac- 
turing this nation-building substance is to give lessons to the students 
in the way 1 have suggested, namely, by encouraging secular, scientific, 
comparative and appreciative studies of various religious principles, 
personalities and events in joint classes of Hindu, Muslim and other 
students. Such lessons, I add, must be given either in vernacular or 
in English unless we mean to massacre our innocents under the dead 
weight of languages. Those students who desire to Specialise in such 
subjects, may do so in the higher stages through the medium of the 
original languages concerned. Sir, so much atyut general education. 
Properly administered, it creates a healthy mental outlook in our 
student population, but that is not all. Besides intellect, there is 
efficiency which education must help to develop. This means that a 
practical bias must be given to education so that our students not 
content with a mere contemplation of the beauty of Nature aud an 
apprehension of the natural aud historical laws, must know how to use 
these laws to meet the practical ends of humanity. They must 
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specially know how to earn their bread fend live above wants. Educa- 
tion must be unreal if it is divorced from this practical aspect of 
human life. So long we and the Government have ignored this 
practical aspect of education aud the result has been disastrous. Who 
can to-day contemplate with equanimity the sad plight of our young 
men bending under the dead weight of degrees and diplomas not 
knowing what to eat and how to feed the mouths that depend on them? 
A first class M.A., whose scholarship in the subject in which he has 
specialised, should draw unstinted admiration in learned societies, 
cannot earn even lls. oO a month. Such a spectacle is not very rare 
in our society to-day. This is a dangerous symptom in our social 
life which we must take steps to eradicate, if we wunt to live on earth. 
With tins end in view we have provided in the amendment that 
secondary education must include courses of vocational training in 
technical, industrial, agricultural und commercial subjects. In this 
matter, Sir, we have strictly followed the letter und spirit of the Sadler 
Commission Report which has ver\ much stressed, und rightly •o, ths 
vocational aspect of education. As a matter of fact, in all progreasive 
countries to-day vocational education is the first central pivot of the 
whole structure of secondurx education. We must full in line with 
these countries. We must therefore not bother very much about our 
litcrutuie, philosophy, the “sacred languages” and such other intellec- 
tual luxuries, but devote our energies, for some time at least, to the 
building up of a system of sound vocational education in the province. 

1 he resources of Government must not be diverted toward* the main- 
tenance and encouragement of medieval institutions that sidetrack 
humanitx in fruitless channels. Scrap xour madrasahs from the 
scheme of secondary education. You iua\ give them some assistance 
from the provincial exdiequer but for the rest they must depend on 
private munificence as tol.« do. Let them thrive as best as they may 
or l>e reduced to the scrap heap of things dead and gone, — that is not 
the concern of Government. Let Government look ahead und build up 
other things. Let Government have half a dozen technical institu- 
tions like the Judabpur Technological College which is standing as a 
monument of non-official efforts in the field of education. Let them 
be controlled by the Hoard of Secondary Education, and let special 
facilities be offered to Muslim students, if necessary, to draw them in 
large numbers to these institution-. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
xx ill la* doing a real service to the country and to bis community if 
he can persuade himself to do anything like this. Otherwise, in the 
name of education and educational reform*, he will be installing “the 
devil' on the tamarind tree” permanently in the minds of the people, 
especially of his own community. I say, “beware”. 

Khtn Bahadur Maulvi MLALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, 

Sir/ we have listened with attention to the dissertation from the lost 
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speaker, but I fail to understand why my friend who is connected with 
education has laboured so much to comment on a simple definition. 
This is, I think, just an attempt on his part or on the part of his 
party critic of this Bill to exclude madrassah education. But I do not 
find from motion No. 661 how the definition of “secondary education”, 
as given there, differs from the definition of “secondary education”, as 
given in the Bill except that the mover insists on addition of the secular 
to interdict madrassah education. Secondary education, as in the Bill, 
means education other than primary education or post-matriculation 
education. I do not understand why the addition of the word 
“secular” here is absolutely necessary, w r hen the mover thinks it does 
not cover general education, technical and industrial education, agri- 
cultural and commercial education, and such other form of education 
as the Board, with the approval of Government, may determine. In 
the Bill, Sir, there are two provisos that (a) the Provincial Government 
may, by notification, declare any form of education to be, or not to be, 
secondary education, and (b) if any question as to whether any form 
of education is, or is not, secondary education, the matter shall be 
referred to the Provincial Government, whose decision shall be final. I 
submit, Sir, this definition is more comprehensive than that suggested 
by the mover of the amendment, and the test of a good definition is 
that it must be comprehensive so that afterwards it may not be said 
that it did not include certain things. The only thing that we have got 
to see here is that the term “secondary education” includes all kinds 
of education between the primary stage and the post-matriculation 
stage, and that is covered by the definition in the Bill. So far as 
special and technical education is concerned, namely, agricultural, 
industrial and commercial, it can all be included under that term, and 
any other either by the Board or by the Government. Therefore, Sir, 

1 fail to understand why it is necessary to amend the definition of 
“secondary education” as contained in the Bill. If we restrict the 
term “secondary education” to secular education only, it will not be 
as comprehensive as that suggested in the Bill. I, therefore, fail to 
understand why my friends are so much particular about their amend- 
ment No. 661. 


Now, Sir, some of my friends have said that religious education 
should be bnnuod. But I draw your attention to amendment No. 662. 
They themselves in their definition of “secondary education” say that 
there are two kinds of education — general education and special educa- 
tion. Under “general education” in (d) and (e) they have said, 
education entirely in subjects appertaining to Islamic culture and 
religion and education entirely in subjects appertaining to Hindu 
culture and religion. So, religion has not been banned by their defini- 
tion. The amendments Nos. 661 and 662 tabled by the Opposition 
are inconsistent. 
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Now , my friend the last speaker has stressed too much on modern 
culture and modern education. After all I ask him through the 
Speaker, can he give us a good definition of education. What should 
be education of Indians? In spite of his dissertation can he give a 
definition which will he acceptable to all? Education has not been 
defined comprehensively by any educationist as yet. What education 
will suit Hindu culture and what education will suit Muhammadan 
culture it is very difficult to define. Now the word “culture” itself 
has got a dubious meaning. Can you separate culture from religion? 
Can you ask any European to he just shorn of his Christian influence 
at home? You cannot ask a Hindu to he shorn of his Hindu influence 
or you cannot ask a Muhammadan just to get rid of his Muhammadan 
influence absolutely. Your culture is combined with religion and 
there cannot he any culture which is not bused on religion. Even an 
atheist cannot say that morality without religion is more powerful 
than faith in practical life. There cannot he any morality in the 
world without the Iwickground of religion. What should prevent a 
man from stealing unless lie believes in some seer which sees things 
in the dark and everywhere. Morality alone without the background 
of religion is not potent. So, you cannot separate culture from 
religion. If you say Hindu culture, certainly you think of Hindu 
religion and customs. There is no difference between Muhammadan 
culture and Muhammadan religion, because, after all, the potent 
force, the governing force is the force of revelation. 1 even go further 
and say that there is no knowledge given to the world by human 
wisdom except by revelation. It is beyond the competence of human 
brain, limited as it is, to think of the present, past and future compre- 
hensively. It is only He who sees the present, past and future Who 
can devise any education which will be acceptable to all. So, that is 
the reason why you tanuot separate religion from < ulture. If there lie 
any education, that education must have a lands and what that basis 
will be? For a Muhammadan there would 1m* one basis. He cannot 
think of India without Islam. India would not be worth living in if 
he has to give up Islam. Nor would a Hindu like to give up bis Hindu 
religion or give up his teachings of “(reeta”. So far as Muhammadans 
are concerned, they are not worshippers of land. 


• So, if there be any education for Muhammadans, madrassab educa- 
tion should come in. There are three stages in madrassah education. 
There is the primary madrassah education which is given in rnaktahs. 
Now, in primary secular education you do not insist on the definition 
of “primary secular education'*, nor do you insist on the definition of 
college secular education. Why then do you insist on the definition 
of secondary secular education? How can you separate secular from 
moral background? So, I think the definition whit^i has been put in 
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the Bill is very comprehensive and it should satisfy even my friends 
in the Opposition. It is a perfect definition and I hope my friend 
will not press his amendment. 

Mr. SASANllA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
extremely pleasant to hear our esteemed friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad and we are glad that he has given us an opportunity 
to clarify certain questions which have been raised by him. 

Sir, ii \ y friend has said that there is nothing wrong in the definition 
as given in the Bill itself. Probably he w'ill agree with me that a 
definition means a thing that is, but the definition which has been 
given in the Bill is of a thing which it is not or which should not be. 
A negation is never a definition. Sir, in Logic we understood that the 
universe of discourse consists of one positive and one negative. Red 
and not red includes the universe of discourse, but in practical affaire 
of life, things that have got to Ik* tackled, things that have got to be 
dealt with must be positive and they must not be determined by nega- 
tion. Here the thing is almost spiritual as we understand in certain 
religious affairs of our life. We have a religious concept that God is 
to be approached by a process of elimination — this is not God, this is 
not God, this is not God; what we know is rirti , neti. Similarly, in 
the spiritual inspiration of the enlightened Cabinet backed by the 
much more enlightened Coalition Party, we have got to npprnuth the 
Secondary Education Bill by a process of elimination — thi> is not 
secondary education, this is not secondary education, and then pro- 
bably come to a certain point which we can discover in our spiritual 
inspiration. After all, even a had case cun he defended and the Khan 
Bahadur has only defended a had case. But, Sir, we want that 
secondary education should not be a had case to lie defended by an able 
lawyer. It ought to be a good case acceptable to ull. 

Sir, my learned friend has found fault with amendment No. 062. 
lie has .said that in 002 we have also given notice of an amendment pro- 
viding for non-secular education. This is as an alternative because 
we suspected, we apprehended, that our amendment No. 001 would not 
be accepted. Therefore, as an alternative we have had to pla\ in their 
own minds. In amendment No. 001, which definitely lays down that 
secondary education must be understood in a definite secular and prac- 
tical sense, we have laid down that it should not merely be general 
education of the nature of primary education but superior to that, of 
the nature of post-Matrieulation Examination but inferior to the 
Intermediate Standard. We have also amplified it and enlarged t)*e 
scope of secondary education by outlining the scope of secondary educa- 
tion which would embrace commerce, which w’ould embrace industry, 
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which would embrace agriculture and which would embrace every*- 
thing that is calculated for the uplift and upkeep of a better and more 
prosperous country. 

Sir, we had to include all these things becuuse to-day secondary 
education is undefined. To-dav we glibly use “secondary education”. 
We have been glibly using this expression, but we have never tuken 
our stand upon a definite concept. Therefore, on the lines of the more 
ad vaneed countries, as Bryce has defined it. secondary education must 
be a practical education which will make a man fit for a constructive 
avocation in life. In* it in the general educational sense or be it in the 
more productive and more practical sense. We want our secondary 
education to make us fit for the struggle of life; we want to be better 
men. 

Sir, so tar as religion is concerned, 1 submit 1 need not conceal my 
own ideas about it. India has had enough of religion. If religion 
could make us prosperous, wo would have already been very prosperous, 
but we know 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: But you did not 

follow religion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It religion could not be fol- 
lowed for these centuries and centuries, let us not follow religion any 
more. Let us have a bv-path of religion for being traversed bv other 
classes of people. We must take care of this world and let mosque* 
and temples take care of the other world. We want to live in this 
modern world. We want to live as better men, happier men and men 
who can stand shoulder to shoulder with the other and more advanced 
countries. We have had our toh all these centuries, we hove had 
madrassahs all these centuries. But in spite of these iol* and 
madrassahs, in spite of the “Gita” and the “Koran” which have been 
referred to by my honourable friend, we ure still steeped in slavery 
because we have not been able to learn their true lessons. We do not 
want to repeat that rnistukc. We want to g«*t away absolutely from 
the mistakes of old. l<et us draw inspiration from the religious 
instructions as much as we like, but we do not want to go back to the 
middle ages. We must go ahead and forward. We want our country- 
men to be better in Army; we want our countrymen to be better as 
businessmen and commercial magnates; we want our countrymen to be 
better in the practical sense; and, therefore, Sir, we insint that second- 
ary education, if it is worth the while, secondary education if it is 
really meant to stand us in good .*tead must be conceived in an 
absolutely revolutionary spirit. Religion will remain in the world; 
it will not disappear; but religion will remain for a different class of 
people. Look at the western countries. There wre ecelesiasts; there 
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are persons who are known as divine but then they are no guides so far 
as the destinies of races or nations are concerned. They are respected 
for particular purposes. We have got our priests; we have got our 
Maul vis. When we seek the spiritual salvation of our dead generations 
we shall take their help, but let us not take their help for the salvation 
of living persons. For living persons we want to dig and carve out 
a new path. We want to tread the soil with firmer stride; we want to 
breathe the air with better nostrils; we want to eat our bread with 
greater confidence. We want to live as men ; we want to defend our 
country as better men ; we want to drive away our enemy with better 
and stronger arms. This is what secondary education should stand 
for. Let us get out of this conflict of religions. I will not wound the 
vanity or feelings of religious-minded people, but then I may assure 

my friend (Khan Bahadur Mnulvi Jalaj.udwn Aiimad: Are you 

not religious minded?) Not at all. I think not of (rod but of man. I 
have been brought, up in a tradition which has taught me to learn that 
man is above everything, divine or unknown. 1 have been brought up 
in a tradition which understands our country as the best ideal of life. 

1 understand my own kith and kin; I understand the dust and soil of 
my country. Nothing will make me more happy and members of at 
least this side of the House more happy than to see that our friends 
who are now supposed to be guiding the destinies of the province are 
less religious minded than what they are trying to he. Religion we 
had enough. I jet us not put religion into the intellectual curiosities of 
life. Let us read the “Gita” for the instructions that can be had 
from the “Gita” for the practical affairs of life. I^et us read the 
“Koran” in order to breathe more of human sympathy — sympathy 
between man and man, hut so far as they are passports to the other 
world they should not serve us any more. The other world is strong 
enough to take care of itself. Let us take care of this world and see 
that we are brought up in education which will make us better as men, 
better as citizens, better a* defenders of our country and better as 
persons who can remove the alien rule with confidence and with the 
strength of body and mind. (Applause from the Congress Benches.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JAIALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I put a 

question to Mr. Sanyal as to whether lie is ready to give up religion. 

«*■ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think you can put that question elsewhere. 

Adjournment. 

It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4*45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 10th 
September, 1941, at^the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 10th Septeml>er, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'Me Sir Mihammad AziZfL IlAqtTE, C.I.K., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 205 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Crant-in-aid Rides for TeohnicaJ and Industrial Softools. 

•137. Khan Bahadur Mautvi FAZLUL QADIR: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart* 
ment be pleased to state whether the Grant-in-aid Rules for the Tech- 
nical and Industrial Schools have been framed on the lines of the Bengal 
Education Code l' 

(b) If so, when? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Grant-in-aid Rules of the 
Education Department have since been revised and provision has been 
made for payment of grants by 3 instalments and sanctioned for 3 years 
at a time? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to 
change the Grant-in-aid Rules of the Industries Department on the line 
of the Bengal Education Code? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) and (b) 

Provisional rules were made in 1330 mainly on the lines of the Bengal 
Education Code. They were amended in 1937 to carry out changes 
considered necessary in the light of experience gained of the actual 
working of the rules. 

{c) The Grant-in-aid Rules of the Education Department always 
provided and still provide that recurring grants should ordinarily be 
sanctioned for a period of three years and that department have recently 
adopted the procedure of payment of a year’s grant in three instalments. 

\d) No. 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QADIR ; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he considers that the Education 
Department Iiules are more suitable for the management of schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: They are not more 
suitable for schools under this department. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QADIR: What are the reasons 
for that ? 

The Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: One of the reasons is 
that the grants in our department are not stable. The grants fluctuate 
every year. Therefore it is not possible for this department to make 
any grant-in-aid to a school for three years. 

Appointment o>f a Lagal Assistant in the Legislative Department. 

*13*. A I had J CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that, after the introduction of the Communal Ratio Rules in 
services, all vacancies are to be earmarked for one or other 
of the Communal groups; 

(??) that the post of the Legal Assistant in the Legislative Depart- 
ment was advertised recently without earmarking it for any 
particular community; and 

(???) that at present non-Muslim officers are in a majority in the 
Legislative Department? 

(h) Is it a fact that till recently all the officers in this department 
were non-Muslims? 

(c) If the answers to (a) (???) and {h) are in the affirmative, is the 
Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of filling up the post of 
Legal Assistant by a suitable Muslim candidate ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (??) (?) No, not ill the case where a fraction of one-half 
occurs for the first time, as in the case of the Legal Assistant, when 
such vacancy would be left open to either a Muslim or a non-Muslim, 
whoever is found more suitable. 

(ti) Yea. 

(iii) No, if th^ member refers to gazetted officers. 
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(-6) No, if by “recently” the member means up to 2 or 3 years ago. 
It should be added that the communal ratios obtaining in an office prior 
to the introduction of the Communal Ratio Rules would be no criteria 
in determining the communities in filling vacancies under the aforesaid 
rules. 

(r) This question does not arise. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to 

answer («) (u»), will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to tell us the 
number of gazetted officers in the Judicial Department and the Legis- 
lative Department ? 


The Hon’ble Nswab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurt 

This refers to the Legislative Department, and not the Judicial 
Department 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to tell us the number of gazetted officers in the 
Legislative Department 'i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The number of gazetted officers in the Legislative Department is only 
three. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to tell us the mimes of these three gazetted 

officers ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY I Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to tell us whether amongst the three gazetted 

officers there is any Muslim ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There is one Muslim. Formerly all the three were Hindus. Then one 
Muslim was appointed in my time Now another vacancy has 
^occurred. Ordinarily it should go to a Hindu, but under the Com- 
munal Ratio Rules I thought that it should be thrown open to 
competition and that it should go to the best man. I do not know the 
result of the competition. It may go to a Hindu or a Muslim. In 
tbis case an explanation is, I think, due from me. You all clamour 
to have the best man for drafting. Our law should be drafted well and 
‘already complaints have come to me that the drafting of many Bills 
•is not up to the mark in the past. Having got this criticism even 
from the Chair 
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Mr. M. 8HAM8UDD1N AHMEDS Is that a speech? 

The Hon’ble Nawtb MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I think we should try to have the best man. Here is an opportunity 
come to us to appoint the best man, because there are already one 
Hindu and one Muslim. I thought I should avail myself of this 
opportunity to get the services of the best man whether he be a Hindu 
or Muslim. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to the 
lengthy reply of the Hon’ble Minister, may I take it that out of these 
3 officers, barring the appointment to be made of the Legal Assistant, 
there is one Muslim gazetted officer in the Legislative Department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

We have got only 3 posts in the cadre, first Assistant, 2nd Assistant 
and 3rd Assistant. Of the three two posts have been filled up, one 
by a Hindu and another by a Muslim. Now the 3rd appointment is 
to be filled in. I think morally and legally I have done the right 
thing. 


Chief Inspectors, Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors in Jute Regula* 
tion Department. 

M38. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(а) the number of — 

(1) Chief Inspectors, 

(2) Inspectors, and 

(3) Assistant Inspectors 

employed at present for .Tute Registration or Jute Regulation 
works ; 

(б) the number of them that are from — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims; and 

(c) the number of graduates in each of the groups referred to 
in ( b )? 
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The Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (1) 37. There are 

also 3 Inspectors-in-charge. 

(2) 131, including 3 Inspectors-in-charge. 

(3) 641. 

(b) and (c) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to clauses (b) and ( c ) of starred question No, 139 , 



| Muslims. 

Caste Hindus. 

Scheduled Castes. 



Total 

num- 

ber. 

Number 

of 

graduates. 

Total 

num- 

ber. 

Nund>or 

of 

graduates 

Total 

num- 

ber. 

Number 

of 

graduates. 

(irand 

Total. 

Chief Inspector* 

20 

10 

15 

14 

2 

2 

37 

In*j>ec to rs-in -charge 

1 

1 

o 

2 



3 

Inspectors 

07 

57 

48 

48 

10 

n 

131 

Asaistan t Inspectors 

325 

190 

221 

170 

95 

37 

041 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: nfi Chief Inspectors^* 

SR 41' I nspector -in -e barge ij 3 I Ratio 

Schedule Caster* *ftSRl STT I srrfffl fa m TO 

im dm =Tlfa TO fac* 4$ ratio TOT1 

TO fa ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the Chief 
Inspectors are not directly recruited — they are appointed by promotion 
from the lower rank. As in the lower rank, specially in the cadre of 
Assistant Inspectors, sufficient number of qualified Scheduled Caste 
candidates are not available there is some difficulty in maintaining the 
communal ratio all throughout. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Assistant Insjieotor ij*r Inspector^* Cl^tl 
Schedule Caster Cl *tfart c t graduates 7! (TO in 

proportion | Tftif* feitf WW long standing graduate I T OT 

promotion (TO dm fa *1, d fTO TTO TOTl V*1 TOC^ (Tffcl 

SWW fa? 

,Th# Hon’bl# Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANl Sir, I would request 
iny honourable friend to look at the lowest cadr$, because direct 
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recruitment is made only there in the rank of Assistant Inspectors. 
There the honourable member will be pleased to see that the number 
of graduates amongst the employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
is very small, proportionately speaking. As all other officers are 
promoted gradually from the rank of Assistant Inspectors and in the 
rank of Assistant Inspectors the number of Scheduled Caste employees 
is very small, as I have already stated, it has been difficult to maintain 
the communal ratio all throughout. But after this question has been 
asked I have been impressing upon the department that every possible 
attempt should be made to maintain the communal ratio as far as 
possible. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Chief Inspectors are promoted from the post of Assistant 
Sub-Inspector or from the post of any other Inspector? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: From Inspectors. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to 
state how he will reconcile his statement in reply to Mr. Rnsik Lai 
Biswas that promotion is generally made from Assistant Inspectors to 
his next answer that Chief Inspectors are taken from Inspectors? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is by gradual promotion that the higher posts 
are filled — from Assistant Inspector to Inspector, from Inspector to 
Inspector-in-charge, and then to Chief Inspector. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Is there no good and efficient officer of the 
Scheduled Castes in the post of Inspector? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Some of them have been 
promoted to the rank of Chief Inspector, and, therefore, my honourable 
friend’s question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Crider the rules there are a requisite number 
of posts to l>e reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates but they were 
not filled accordingly. That is why I am asking this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think \ou can ask a question of this 
nature, for it would not he proper to ask whether the requisite number 
of Scheduled Caste Inspectors have been declared fit for promotion. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BIS WAS: Tf* sufficient numbers qualified 

supply *RT5 Governments assurance 

♦ftfo fa, C* ‘TR ratio w ytf t «JJT1 TOT <^R? 
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The Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tea, Sir, I can aeeure 
my friend that if qualified Scheduled Caste candidates are available 
they will be gradually appointed. It may not be possible to appoint 
them all at once because appointments can be made only when vacancies 
arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the first batch of Chief 
Inspectors appointed were taken from the rank of Kanangos and that 
they had to revert to the general line when the second batch of Chief 
Inspectors were appointed Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, it does arise in this way. 
My point is 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whatever your point, my decision is that it does 
not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly 
reter to t lie statement attached and state the reasons why out of 20 
Muslim Chief Inspectors, only Hi an* graduates, out of 1 0 caste Hindu 
Chief Inspectors 14 are graduates, while of tin* two Scheduled Caste 
Chief Inspectors both of them are graduates!"' Why is it that in the 
case of Muslims and caste Hindus there are four and one non-graduate 
Chief Inspectors'" Is it due to any dearth of graduates in them* two 
communities Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: They are not graduates 
because they did not pass the 1C A. examination Hut tny friend will 
Ire pleased to see that these officers have been promoted from the lower 
ranks. Once a man enters into a particular service, when he is promot- 
ed to the next higher rank, his academical qualifications are not the 
only things to Ire taken into consideration. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir far as statistical information is concerned, I 
am afraid 1 cannot allow sin h supplementary questions. 1 think, in 
statistical matters there should le lesser number of supplementary 
questions than in cases where a question of policy is involved. Tn 
this particular instance I allowed supplementary on statistical 
information only because it concerns the appointment of Scheduled 
Caste candidates. I did so only to allow Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas to get 
q fuil opportunity for an explanation from the Hon'ble Minister 
although it is quite apparent that there is nothing left for an explana- 
tion in the statistical information contained in the statement attached 
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to the answer. If such supplementary questions are put which on the 
face of it do not arise at all, then, I am afraid, we shall have to change 
our rules. It is only when a question of principle is involved that a 
full opportunity should lx ? given for supplementary questions. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. I would like to make a submis- 
sion to you, Sir, with regard to this question regarding appointments 
to certain posts. These supplementaries arise on this ground that in 
making appointments many things are done 

Mr. 8PEAKER? Hut surely you have understood by this time 
that these are all promotion cases. Can you justify that only 
graduates ought to have been promoted? When a promotion is made, 
not only academic qualifications but other things also have got to be 
taken into account. Your question regarding a dearth of graduates is 
wholly beside the point. 

Standing Committee for Scheduled Caste Education. 

# 140. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
Standing Committee for the Scheduled Caste Education has recently 
been formed? 

( h ) If so, who are the members? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes 

(h) The names of the members are: — 

(1) Dr. W. A. Jenkins, i.k.s. — Chairman. 

(2) Mr. ltasik Lai Biswas, m.l.a. 

(3) Mr. Birat Chandra Maudal. m.l.a. 

(4) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, m.l.a. 

(5) Mr. l’ulin Behury Mullick, m.l.a. 

((>) Mr. Upendra Xath Ed bar, m.l.a. 

(7) *Babu Madhusudan Sarkar, m.l.a. 

(8) Babu Debendra Nath Das, m.l.a. 

(9) Babu Pat i rum Roy, m.l.a. 

(10) Mr. Kirit Bhusan Das, m.l.a? 

(11) Mr. Jagat Chandra Maudal, m.l.a. 

(12) Babu Raj Kumar Das, Special Officer for Scheduled Caste 

Education — Secretary. 
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Scheduled Caste Education Committee. 

•142. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 

charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) when the Scheduled Caste Education Committee was first con- 

stituted ; 

(h) wdio were the personnel of the said Committee; and 
(c) if the said Committee is still existing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) In August, 1938. 

(b) The personnel of the said Committee were as follows; — 

(1) Dr. W. A. Jenkins, i.R.s. — Chairman. 

(2) Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar, m.l.a. 

(3) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, m.l.a. 

(4) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, m.l.a. 

(5) Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, m.l.a. 

(б) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, m.l.a. 

(7) Mr. Puspajit Barma, m.l.a. 

(8) Mr. Pul in Bell ary Mullick, m.l.a. 

(9) Mr. Cpendra Nath Edbar, m.l.a. 

(10) Babu Madhusudan Sarkar, m.l.a. 

(11) Babu Debendra Nath Das, m.l.a. 

(12) Babu Patiram Ray, m.l.a. 

(13) Mr. Kirit Bhusan I)as, m.l.a. 

(14) Babu Raj Kumar Das, Special Officer for Scheduled Caste 

Education, Bengal — Secretary. 

(15) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, m.l.a. 

(c) The original Committee was replaced on 20th April, 1941, by 
a Standing Committee. 

^ Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question 
No. 140, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state why no 
Scheduled Caste member from the Opposition has been taken in the 
Standing Committee? 


. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not recognise 
opposition or co-operation. Whoever the Government considers fit 
will be put on the committee. 
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• Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to his answer to question No. 142 
and his reply just now given to the supplementary question, whether 
Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar and Babu Kshetra Nath Singha were not 
found to be competent members ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, you cannot mention names. Ask 
the question on principle. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the three members belonging to the Independent 
Scheduled Caste Party who were taken in as members of the Scheduled 
Caste Education Committee in 1938 were not appointed to the Stand- 
ing Committee for the Scheduled Caste Education which has been 
formed recently ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not recognise 
any party of the Independent Scheduled Caste. 1 can only say that 
the Standing Committee had to be a much smaller committee than 
the original one and it is sometimes found — and I mean no reflection 
on any one — there are certain members who go to committees only to 
create troubles and they cannot find place on any committee. 
t* 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
consider the desirability of letting the House know the educational 
and other qualifications of the members of the original committee and 
of the new committee Y 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, you cannot ask that question. You 
cannot ask what are the educational qualifications of the Assembly 
members. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Did we understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that out of the l-> members in the original 
committee tiree or four have been excluded from the new committee 
because they creute troubles Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; No, Sir. Names for 
these committees are never selected by 4he Minister in charge. These 
are merely routine work. They are selected by the department and if 
any honourable member feels any grievance I am prepared to look into 
that question and when the committee will be reorganised I will 
certainly look into any suggestion that may be made. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALI Then, Sir, do we under- 

stand the Hon'hle Minister to say that his reply that certain members 
go to committees to c reate trouble had no relation either to the question 
or to the answer ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He had already said that he meant no reflection. 

Sri jut NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: <7T<^Q 

frff ! Question f% vfe 5FT I fV 

(71 Standing CommitteeCJ CQ iff TOR "I ^\IV^ ^v4J'8 f^f*? *W 

to nra cram roras ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does uot arise. 


Inspectors and Auditors of Co-operative Societies appointed by direct 
recruitment during 1941. 

•141. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the number of — ^ 

(1) Inspectors, and 

(2) Auditors of Co-operative Societies appointed by direct 
recruitment in 1941 ; 

(h) the names of those officers; 

(c) their educational qualifications; 

(d) their home districts ; and 

(e) the minimuuAeducational qualification advertised for each 

cadre!" A 


MINI8TER in oharge of tha CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) No In sector or Auditor bus 

appointed in 1941 by direct recruitment. 


( b ) to (e) Do not arise. 


Transfer of certain officers of the Oo-eperative Department. 

* *148. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKARs (a) WiU the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state whether i£.ie:ft.iaot th<M- 

10 
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a large number of officers in the rank of Assistant Registrars, Divisional 
Auditors, Inspectors and Auditors of his department were transferred 
from one station to the other between 1st January and 31st July, 1941 f 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blc 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) number of such officers of each cadre ; 

(it) names; 

(Hi) stations wherefrom transferred; 

(tv) stations to which transferred ; 

(v) tenure of service at the old station ; 

(vi) total amount of travelling allowance incurred ; and 

(vii) reasons for such transfers? 

Tha Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Some of 
the officers were transferred during this period. 

(b) (i) to (v) and (vii) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 

(vi) The labour involved in collecting the information will not be 
commensurate with the advantages that may be gained. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 
Ministo!*be pleased to tell us how does he assume that the information 
will not be commensurate with the advantages that may be gained? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, you 
will be pleased to find that the officers transferred were 3G in number. 
They are certainly entitled to travelling allowance under the rules and 
the table will show the places from where they have been transferred 
to the places where they have been transferred. So, we felt it very, 

*> very difficult to collect information from all the different places. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY S Sir, may I ask if the 

Hon’ble Minister is not arrogating to himself the functions of the 
Speaker in giving a reply of this nature? 

4* 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, this is the usual parliamentary form. 

Introduction of froe primary education in Darjeeling. 

*144. Mr. DAMBAR SINGH CURUNC: {a) Will the Hon*fble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the opinion of the officials or the public of the district of 
Darjeeling was sought for the introduction of compulsory free primary 
education in the d : strict? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl* 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the non-officials or public bodies; and 
(it) the officials from whom the opinion was sought? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, do the Government con- 
template to make an enquiry in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr# A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (b) and (c) Recently 

the Director of Public Instruction has discussed with the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Darjeeling, and with the District Inspector, Darjeeling, the 
possibility of introducing the education cess in the district. 

It is proposed later in the year to hold a conference of officials and 
non-officials to examine the question further. 

Rents of premises in Cnloutta. 

•145. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Dejwrtment be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing for the years 1938-39 nnd 1939-40 — 

(i) the number of tenants-at-will living in Calcutta; 

(it) the number of these that were for — 

(1) residential purposes, and 

(2) business purposes; and 

(tit) the number of cases instituted to eject the tenants from — 

(1) residential quarters, and 

(2) places of carrying on business? 

(b) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate making an enquiry to 
ascertain — 

(i) the present prevailing rate of rent of business premises; 

* 4 * 

(«) the rate of rent previous to the ejectment and subsequent to 
the ejectment; and 

(in) the reasons for which ejectment cases were instituted? 

(r) Do the Government contemplate legislation in matter on the lines 
of the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920? 

• (d) If the reply to (c) is in the negative, will the non’ble Minister 
be, pleased to state what steps Government contemplate to take to stop 
enhancement of rents in business premises ? 
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MINISTER in charge at the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (0 and (u) Information 

asked for i« not available. 




1938-39. 

1939-40. 

(in) (1) (Small Cause Court, 
Calcutta proper) 

Calcutta, for 

317 

354 

(Civil Courts, 24-Parganas, 
suburbs) 

for Calcutta 

t . . 

331 

193 



648 

547 

(2) (Small Cause Court, Calcutta, for Calcutta 
proper) 

93 

109 

(Civil Courts, 24-Parganas, 
suburbs) 

for Calcutta 

. 27 

16 



12(1 

125 


\b) (i) Information asked for is not available. 

(u) Statements are laid on the Library Table. Information regard- 
ing the last part of this clause of the question is not available. 

(«i) Information regarding outlying parts of Calcutta falling within 
the jurisdiction of the (hvil Courts in the district of the 24-Parganas 
will be found in the statement furnished by the District Judge already 
laid down on the Library Table. Information regarding suits filed in 
the Small Cause Court, Calcutta, is not available. 

(c) No. 

{(1) No legislation appears to be called for at present. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that the Local Self-Government Department of the Government made 
an enquiry into the grievances of the tenants and submitted a report 
and if so, what is that report ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
this question 1ms got anything to do with that report. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Had that enquiry anything to do concerning 
these points P 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, I do not wish to disclose 
the correspondence and all other thintrs with th#» T.nml S»lf.OnvAi*vi. 
ment Departments — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The proper framing of your question should have 
been as to whether the Loral Self-Government Department made an 
enquiry relating in an\ of the points which have been asked in the 
question. That is the real point. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the Loral Self-Government Department made 
an enquiry in connection with these questions P 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I would 

request the honourable member to put that question to ni\ llon’ble 
colleague in charge of that department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether that report was duly forwarded to the depart- 
ment with which the lloii’ble Minister is concerned Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 ask for 

notice. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: This is an inter-departmental matter. It is no 
use asking this sort of questions. You can ask as to whether there is 
anything before him as a result of a report received from another 
department concerning an\ of these points. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Yes, that was my question. I 
enquired of him whether a report was submitted b\ that department. 
He said that the enquiry should be made K> that particular department. 
With reference to his answer I put the question “Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it was forwarded to hi# depart- 
ment p” Either lie has got to admit it or he can say “I do not know”. 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is impossible 

for me to say without notice whether a particular jKi|>er hits been sent 
from the Ix>cal Self-Government Department to the Revenue Depart- 
ment or not. No Minister can say that off-hand. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Is the Rou ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the Chief Minister himself is of opinion and gave us an 
fx*««r&nce that Government are earnestly considering a legislation with 
regard to this matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first part of your questions does not arise; the 
second part does. 

* The Hon’We Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I have no such 
fact before me as to whether the Chief Minister gave any assurance or 
not. 
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Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE S Under the circumstances will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the reply (d) is his per- 
sonal opinion or the opinion of his Government ? 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is the opinion 
o£ Government. 

r 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HASH EM Y: With reference to answers 

(a) (i) and iii) and (b) ( ii ) and (Hi), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why these informations are not available? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not available 
from the record of the Court. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
tfe pleased to state whether any attempt was made by Government to 
obtain these inf onuat ions from the Bustee Department of the Calcutta 
Corporation P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It is 
not possible to find it out from the Calcutta Corporation even. The 
Calcutta Corporation cannot supply information as to how many tenants 
are living in the Bustee areas of Culeutta. This information e \ en the 
Calcutta Corporation, of which the honourable member is a member, 
cannot supply. 

Central Co-operative Banks in Kishoreganj and Loans Advanced by 

them. 

• 

•146. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: <,d Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware that due to the drying up of rural credit and failure 
of all the seasonal crops due to early flood acute economic distress is 
now prevailing in the Kishoreganj subdivision specially in the low- 
lying area? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(» ) the names of the Central Co-operative Banks at present existing 
in the subdivision; and 

{u) the amounts of money that have been advanced by each of those 
banks through the various societies to the affected area in the 
months of June and July, 1941? 

(r) If no money has yet been advanced by those banka, and if no 
new society has yet been organised in the area, do the Government pro- 
pose to issue necessary instructions to the Central Banks? 
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(d) Have the Central Bank’s authorities asked for any money from 
this Government for the purpose? 

(e) If not, do the Government propose to ascertain the cause«4or not 
doing so? 

Tho Hon’bls Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Sow 

economic difficulty has been reported from the subdivision. ^ 

( b ) (t) Kishoreganj Central Bank and Bhairab Central Bank. 

(it) Kishoreganj Central Bank — Rs.4,250. 

Bhairab Central Bank — Nil. 

(r) Since April last, the Provincial Bank has advanced Its. 31, 068 
to the Kishoreganj Central Bank and Its. 17,415 to the Bhairab Central 
Bank so far tor distribution as crop loan. Seventy-eight new societies 
have been organised in this area this year, and 112 last year. The 
question therefore does not arise. 

(</) No. 

(e) No, as the Central Banks obtain their requirements from the 
Provincial Bank, and not direct from the Government. 

Trips of Registrar, Co-operative 8ooietiee, to hill stations during 
summer of 1941. 

•147. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: (a) Will the 

llon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
during the last summer, the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal, 
had made several trips from Calcutta to Darjeeling, and from there to 
Kalimpong and hack respecti\ely to Darjeeling and Calcutta? 

( b ) If the unswer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to stute — 

(i) how many trips the Registrar had made to those places; 

(u) how long he stayed in each station on each trip ; 

(ii i) what urgent and important business took him to hill stations 
on each occasion ; 

i?) how many societies the Registrar visited at Kalimpong and 
Darjeeling during his visits to those places; and 
{ r ) the amount of travelling allowance dniwm by the Registrar for 
. journeys to those places and back? 


The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK i (a) Yes. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 



Strtement referred to in reply to clause (b) of starred question So. 147 . 
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The Bengal Secretariat Co-operative Death BeneAt Society. 

M48. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) fs the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and; Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware — ‘ ^ 

(i) that there is u Society entitled “The Rental Secretariat Co- 
operative Death Benefit Society” composed of Government 
servants of offices located in Calcutta, and registered under 
the Co-operative Societies Act (II of 1912) ; 

(v) that it is currying on work under the control of the Registrar r 
Co-operative Societies, Bengal ; and 

(m) that a proposal lor the conversion of the existing “Death call ,r 
system into a system based on insurance scheme has been 
referred to the Registrar foi hi- decision. 


(If) If the answer to (//) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any decision lias been arrived at in 
the matter? 

(c) If so, what is the decision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (n Yes. 

(ii) Yes. 

(m) The proceedings of the General Meeting which made the pro- 
posal have been found to he illegal. 

(6) Fresh proposals will be ueeded from a General Meeting before 
a decision can be given. 

(c) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Increase in the number of Inspectors and Auditors of Co-operative 
Societies in Barasat subdivision. 

18. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKARs (a) Will the 
Con'ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
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Indebtedness Department be pleased to state with respect to Barasat 
subdivision of 24-Parganaa showing, year by year, for the years 1939, 
1940 and 1941 — 

(t) number of Central Banks ; 

(it) number of Primary Societies; and* 

(in) number of Inspectors and Auditors? 

(b) If the number of Inspectors and Auditors is on the increase will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) A state- 
ment is laid on the Table. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to 

Number of Central Hanks 
Number of Primary Societies 
Number of Inspector! 

Number of Auditors 


(a) of unstarred question No. 88. 

1939 . 1940 . 1941 . 

1 1 1 

280 348 387 

1 1 1 

3 2 3 


clause 


Representation against Chairman and Vica-Chairman of Sandalpur 
Debt Settlement Board. 

S9. Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any representation from the public 
against the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Sandalpur Debt Settle- 
ment Board within Daudkandi police-station in Tippera has been 
received by Government? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on it? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUHDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) A petition 
fjjom certain persons was received. 

(6) The matter is under enquiry. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: In answer to question (a), namely, whether any 
representation has been received by Government, the answer was: *'A 
petition from certain persons was received”. Does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean to say that no representation has been received by Government 
from the people of the locality P 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that a petition was received. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, our positive information is that a repre- 
sentation has been received by Government from the people of the 
locality. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: “Certain persons*' does not mean jwople outside the 
locality. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will (he Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state 
when the petition was received? 


The Hort'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am afraid 
I cannot give the date. The petition in original bus been sent to local 
officers for enquiry. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in Tippora. 

•72. Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (a) Will the Hou’hle Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state, union by 
^jaon, with respect to the Kasba and Burichang thanas, in the district 
of Tippera — 

(i) the amount of — 

(1) agricultural loan, and 

(2) gratuitous relief, recommended by the relief officers 
this year; 
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(ii) the amount sanctioned by Government; 

(iii) the amount given to each union up to the 27tli July, 1941; 

and 

(iv) the number of persons who have received them? 

(b) I)o the Government contemplate the sanction of any addi- 
tional amount for the purpose for these two thanas? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Recom- 
mendations were not made union by union, but by thanas. 

The amounts recommended up to the 27th duly, 1941, were — 

(1) Agricultural loans — 

Burichung police-station — Rs.37,Hi5. 

Kasha police-station — Rs. 30,000. 

(2) Gratuitous relief — 

Buriehang jadice-station — Its. MO. 

Kasha police-station — Rs. 1 ,000. 

(ii) Up to the 27th July, 1941, Government sanctioned foi the 
entire district, Rs. [1,75,000 for agricultural loans and Rs.61,250 for 
gratuitous relief, out of which the local officers made the followmg 
allotments : — 

.4 gricult u ra l 1 oa n s — 

Buriehang police-station — Rs. [17,105. 

Kasim police-station — Rs.30,000. 

Gratuitous relief 

Buriehang police-station — Rs.930. 

Kasha police-station — Rs. 1,000. 

(in) and (ir) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) Government allotment is sanctioned for the district as a whole 
and since the 27th July, 1941, further sums of Rs. 2, 00, 000 for agri- 
cultural loans and Rs. 1,50, 000 (including Rs. 75,000 for paddy husk* 
ing) for gratuitous relief have been sanctioned for distribution in all 
the affected areas pf the district. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) (Hi) and ( iV ) of starred question 

No. 72. 


Agricultural loan Gratuitous relief 
Name of Union Board. distributed up to given up to 27th 
27th July. I ml . July, 1041. 





Number 

r 

■» 

Number 



Amount. 

of persons 

Amount 

of 

persons 




who re- 


who re- 




oeived. 


wived. 

Burichang police-station. 

Ha. 


Hs. a. p 



1 . 

Sholanal 

1 1 ,840 

1 ,061 

109 8 

3 

250 

2. 

Burichang 

8,411 

1,097 

117 0 

0 

207 

3. 

Bakshimul 

1,930 

392 

07 0 

0 

153 

4. 

Kajapur 

3,034 

008 

203 0 

0 

404 

5. 

Sahebabad 

3,050 

000 

115 0 

0 

203 

6 . 

Brah man para 

3,443 

794 

112 7 

9 

280 

7. 

Nashidal 

2,782 

030 

25 0 

0 

57 

8. 

Chandla 

2,000 

(588 

l. r ><> o 

0 

343 

0. 

Bharella 

009 

180 

Nil 


Nil 


Total 

37,105 

7,010 

909 0 

0 

2,077 


Kasba police-station. 






1 . 

Bayek 

2,000 


20 0 

0 


o_ 

Kauri pur . . 

2,000 

0,500 

20 0 

0 

300 




for the 



for the 




entire 



entire 




thana. 



thana. 

3. 

Kuti 

1,000 


Nil 



4. 

Mulagram 

2,500 


30 0 

0 


5. 

Mogra 

1,500 


Nil 



6 . 

Akhaura 

2,000 


Nil 


* •* 

7. 

Maniandha 

2,000 


10 2 

0 


.& 

Gopinathpur 

2,200 


15 0 

0 


9. 

Dharkar 

3,000 


62 0 

0 

•• 

10. 

Binauti 

2,000 


Nil 



11.. 

Mehari 

Nil 


30 0 

0 

•• 

12. 

Badair 

Nil 


20 0 

0 



Total . . 20,200 


207 2 0 
”1 
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Distress m Chittagong do# to flood and rise in prioa level. 

•82. Dr. 8ANAULLAH. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue *Department aware that as a result of recent floods and 
abnormal rise in the price of rice most of the people are on the verge 
of starvation in the Chittagong district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps do the Gov- 
ernment propose taking for the grant of — 

(1) agricultural loan, 

(2) gratuitous relief, and 

(3) test relief work, 

in the said district? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: (a) No. But 

people of some areas have been affected by floods and the rise in (the 
price of rice is causing general hardship. 

(b) (1) Up to the 9th August, 1941, Rs.90,000 has been allotted 
for distribution as agricultural loans and short-term loans and further 
amounts will be sanctioned as and when necessary. 

(2) and (3) These measures are not considered necessary yet by the 
local officers. 


Economic distress in Dinajpur. 

•84. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that economic distress is prevailing in large part of Dinajpur 
district ; 

(it) that village mahajans are not advancing money loans or paddy 
,» to the needy villagers ; and 

(Hi) that delay is being made in granting loans by this 
Government? 

(h) If the answers to (a) ( ii ) and (Hi) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do the Government 
propose taking in the matter? 

Th. Hon’bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Economii 
distress is prevailing in some parts of the district, due to partial } 
failure of crops. t 
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(it) Village mahajam are advancing paddy loans but not money 
loans. 

(Hi) Loans are distributed after making necessary enquiries and 
there has been no undue delay. Rs. 2, 50, 000 has been ^sanctioned as 
agricultural loan up to the 15th August, 1941. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Relief requirements of cyclone-affected areas. 

•85. Rai NARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state— 

(a) what is the extent of the area affected in — 

I (i) Bakarganj, 

(u) Noakhali, and 
(in) Tippera, 
by the May cyclone; 

(b) what is the estimated number of distressed population in each 

of the aforesaid districts; 

(c) what according to the Government estimate are the require- 

ments of relief of each of the aforesaid districts under the 
following heads, vis., — 

(t) for maintenance, 

(it) for agricultural operations, and 
(m) for building purposes; and 

(d) how much provision has been made in respect of each of the 

aforesaid districts for the different requirements mentioned 
in paragraph ( c )? 

**Tht Hoft’blc Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) (t) Bakarganj— 
l,r329 square miles. 

(u) Noakhali (including area affected by excessive rainfall after 
the* cyclone) — 1,200 square miles. 

^ (Hi) Tippera — 400 square miles. 

(b) (1) Bakarganj — 1,260,000. 



154 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th Sbpt., 


(2) Noakhali — It is not possible now to separate the number of 
persona affected by the cyclone from the number of persons affected by 
excessive rainfall after the cyclone. 

(3) TippHa — 100,000. 

( c ) As the extent of relief operations will depend up6n many 
circumstances of which a proper forecast cannot be made now, e.g., 
climatic conditions, the prospect of the nman crops, etc., it is apt 
possible for the Government to state now what will be the actual 
amounts required to meet the situation. 

(d) Up to 12th August, 1941, the following sums have been sanc- 
tioned and further sums will be sanctioned according to necessity: — 


In Bakarganj- 


Gratuitous relief 
Test relief 


Rs. 

2, 00, $00 

1,70,000 


Agricultural loans ... 20,75,000 

House building loans for non-agricul- 
turists ... 1,50,000 


In Noakhali — 

Gratuitous relief (including Rs.50,000 for 
paddy husking scheme) 

Test relief 
Agricultural loans 

In Tippers — 

Gratuitous relief (including Rs. 1,00, 000 for 
paddy husking scheme) 

Test Relief 

Agricultural loans 


Rs. 

1,00,000 

35,000 

12,40,000 

Rs. 

2,11,250 

Nil 

5,75,000 


Agriculturists may utilise a part of the agricultural loans in 
house-building. 

In Tippern district, test relief work has been undertaken by t&^ 
district Board. Paddy husking schemes which are reallv test relief* 
works have been introduced in the districts of Tippera and Noakhali. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were hud on the table) 

# 

Financial help to distressed people in certain police-stationa in 
Tippera. 

85. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether owing to the floods and storms acute distress prevails 
amongst the people of Nasirnagar, Sarail and Brahinanbaria 
police-stations in the district of Tippera; and 

(tY) the amount of money sanctioned as — 

(1) agricultural loans, and 

(2) gratuitous loans 

for the said area up till now? 

( b ) Do r the Government contemplate the grant of further help 
(pecuniary) to the people of the said area? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) (t) In some of 

the unions of these three thanas, distress prevails. 

(it) (1) Its. 59, 000. 

(2) Rs. 15,870, including Its. 10,800 for paddy husking. 

(h) The situation is under constant watch of the local officers tin d 
further help will be given if and when necessary. 


Distress in Kasba and Burichang thanas due to failure of orope. 

86. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

Jj) that an acute distress prevails in Kasba and Burichang police- 
stationa, Tippera; 

(t?) that aman, mu, jute and other crops have failed totally, this 
year in both the thanas ; 

(Hi) that the cultivating and the middle class people are in distress; 

(iv) that the agricultural labourers, for want of employment due 
to failure of crops, are also in distress; 
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(v) that hundreds of persons are starving and half -starving ; and 

(vi) that some hungry people of Kasha and Burichang police-stations 

appeared before Subdivisional Officer, Brabmanbaria and 
SJflar, North, respectively, for relief? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what help have the Government given up 
to 13th August, 1041, union by union, by way of — 

( i ) gratuitous relief ; 

(it) agricultural loan; 

(in) crop loan; and 

(iv) test relief? 

(i c ) Is it in the contemplation of Government to sanction any more 
money as — 

(i) agricultural loan, and 
(it) crop loan, 

for the affected areas till the next harvesting season? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount 
that is proposed to be sanctioned ? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate to declare the said areas to be a 
famine-stricken area? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) (i) Distress 
prevails in the area. 

(it) In Kasha police-station, jute and aus crop have been considerably 
damaged, and avian crop has been damaged to the extent of about 
8 annas. In Burichang police-station, avs crop has been considerably 
damaged, jute has been damaged to the extent of about 10 annas and 
aman crop about 12 annas, 

(iii) Yes, some hardship has been caused to these classes of people. 

(tv) Yes, but in Kasha police-station they are getting employment in 
the transplantation of aman seedlings which is now going on there. 

(r), (vi) and (e) No. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. ^ 

(c) and (d) The situation is under constant watch of the local officers' 
and further amounts will be sanctioned when necessary. 
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Loans and reliefs to certain districts* 

87. Maulvi MD. H A8ANUZZAMAN : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state, show- 
ing separately, the amount sanctioned this year as — 

(1) Agricultural loan, 

(2) Gratuitous relief, and 

(3) Test relief, 

to the districts of — 

(A) Tippera, 

(B) Noakhali, and 

(C) Bakarganj? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what amount has 
been sanctioned and spent for the Sudar South subdivision of Tippera 
district ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any indtley 
has been distributed to each union of Laksam and Chnddngram thanas, 
district Tippera. for cutting aus paddy or for sowing amnn paddy? 

(d) If so, will the lion’ bio Minister be pleased to state the amount 
sanctioned for each union of — 

(1) Laksam, and 

(2) Cliuddagram? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) The amounts 
sanctioned up to 29th August, 1941, are shown below — 

Agricultural loan. Gratuitous relief. 

Its. to. 

Tippera .. 5,87,000 2,1 1,250 (including to. 1,00,000 

for paddy husking). 

Noakhali . . 12,40,000 1,30,000 (including, Rs. 75,000 

for paddy husking). 

Bakarganj .. 22,50,000 2,00,300 

£ b ) Agricultural loan — Rs. 1,35, 000 allotted, out of which Rs. 1,22, 690 
spent up to 25th August, 1941. 

Gratuitous relief (including paddy husking) — to. 36, 140 allotted, out 
of which Rs.26,920 spent up to 25th August, 1941. 

(c) Yes, in all unions except Bhulain and Bakai in Laksam police- 
station, and Kalikapur, Sreepur, Gholpasa, Cbauddagram and Batisha 
in Chauddagram police-station. 

( d ) A statement is laid on the Table. 



140 QUESTIONS. [10th Sml, 

Statement referred to in reply to clause ( d ) of unstarred question No . 87 . 
Laksam police-station. 

Amount sanc- 
tioned and 

Name of union. distributed up 

to 25th August, 

1 1941. 


1. Bag mar a 



Ra. 

579 

2. Bhulain 



.. 

3. Perul 



638 

4. Bakai 




5. Musafarganj 



5,230 

6. Paschimgaon 



1,233 

7. Laksam 



938 

8. Beighar 



800 

9. B&ngadda 



800 

10. Nangaikot 



1,050 

11. Uttarda 



5,649 

12. Gobindapur 



6,824 

13. Jhalam 



6,863 

14. Baishgaon 



9,219 

15. Lakshm&npur 



10,060 

16. Uttarhaola 



9,102 

17. Adra 



6,746 

18. Natherpetua 



10,357 

19. Jodda 

. . 


4,754 


80,842 
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Chauddag&am police-station. 





Name of union. 

Amount sanc- 
tioned and 
distributed up 
to 25th August, 
1941. 



Ks. 

1 . 

Kashiiiagan* 

2,714 

2. 

Uzirpur t 

401 

3. 

Kalikapur 

.. 

4. 

Sreepur 

• • 

5. 

Subhapur 

883 

6. 

Gholpasha 

. . 

7. 

Chauddagram 


8. 

Munshirhat 

873 

9. 

Roykot 

1,288 

10. 

Kankapait 

734 

11. 

Batisha 

. . 

12. 

Cheora 

702 

13. 

Dhalua 

3,559 


Daulkhar 

4,318 

15. 

Satbaria 

4,170 

16. 

Mokara 

1,958 

17. 

Gunabati 

3,087 

18. 

Jagannathdighi 

901 

19. 

Alkora 

1,890 


Total 

27,478 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940, 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now resume further discussion on 
the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

One word I would like to say and that is if amendment No. 662 is 
also moved we can have discussion on the two together. 
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Dr. MALIMAK8HA 8AMYAL: I am afraid that is not possible, 
Sir. T]$ two definitions are exclusive. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Absolutely they go together. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: One demands secular and the 
other non-secular education. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That is so, and they wij^ be put separately. In 
both the amendments, you will find that technical education, industrial 
education, agricultural education, commercial education are common. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not deny all that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Excepting the portion regarding secular and non- 
secular education everything else is common. You cannot go on dis- 
cussing secular or non-secular education without discussing the other. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid this is a very unfor- 
tunate situation. If you insist upon your ruling, it would be impossible 
for us to proceed with the debate in the manner we wanted. We have 
visualised two alternative schemes. The whole idea is this. We would 
first insist upon a purely secular Board. In case it does not find favour 
with the majority then the only other alternative would be |,o insist that 
if one particular community is to be provided with a special type of 
education, the other community or communities should also have the 
same facilities. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Quite right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Now, Sir, one cannot argue. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You have argued the whole thing in a nutshell. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* You have done it just now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case, we shall bow to your 
ruling but we will not be in a position to move the other motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have to bow to your ruling, but 
it is not really what we expected. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Nor is it desirable that the House on tw6 ^almost 
identical motions should have a plethora of speeches in s recession. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can you consider that they are 
identical? You have yourself said that one is secular and the other 
non-secular. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are driving- the House to such a position in 
which legislation would be impossible. The House will have to take 
some steps as to what should be done in case this attitude is taken up. 
Let us be reasonable. We have all along moved amendments together 
and have had general discussions. Let us proceed in the manner in 
which we have done in the past. But if you insist on doing like this, 
I shall have no other alternative than to proceed in that manner. But 
I feel that the House if it wants to function must take some steps 
sooner or later with a view to make legislation jHissiblo. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, may 
I appeal to you, Sir, to look at the things very dispassionately as it is 
expected of you? Whenever a jx)int of order ufxm a vital question is 
raised, it is for you, in your dispassionate wisdom, to give a decision, 
and Sir, either we shall try to persuade you to come to our view or you 
will convince us and silence our voice. 

.«* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In my experience I have hardly been able to con- 
vince you. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It would be extremely unfor- 
tunate if you are carried away by the idea that we are raising these 
points in a petulant spirit and if you invoke the attention of the House 
in order to see that legislation be done more smoothly, you of all persons 
should agree that it would reduce legislation to a farce because unless 
the Opposition gets the fullest latitude for placing all their amendments 
in their integral and indei»endent shape, I submit it will not be con- 
sistent — 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I ask you one question? Take the case of 
clause 4 which has many sub-sections. Suppose one suggests the addi- 
tion of one man and another suggests another man and there if you say 
that every amendment will have to be taken separately 

Mr, 8 A SANK A 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is a hypothetical 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, in that case it would be impossible to carry 
on. 
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Mr, 8A8ANKA iEKHAR IANYAL: That is relevant, I admit. I 
would lilUi to draw your attention to this, Sir. We have visualised two 
alternatives ourselves, and the European Group has only one alterna- 
tive. It is only fair that you should lake up these alternatives sepa- 
rately and when one alternative is voted down another alternative may 
come up. If%ou insist upon all alternatives to be taken together, it 
may be that part of one is acceptable and part of it may not be accept- 
able. That creates an anomalous position. It cannot be done. 


id whan 
i. Iftyo 


Mr. SPEAKER: I agree that it cannot be donfc. The House cannot 
accept part of one and part of the other. It must accept either the one 
or the other. 


Df. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is why we have placed a com- 
plete picture before the House. There is no motion that one Vice- 
Chancellor should be displaced by another ex-officio member. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Our past practice has all along been — I have done 
it with the consent of all sections of the House — that amendments of a 
substantially identical or alternative nature, where there is a slight 
change here and there, can be taken together and put before the House 
separately. For example when there was a discussion on the Money- 
lenders’ Bill, somebody suggested 8 per cent., somebody suggested 6 per 
cent., somebody suggested 12 per cent., and somebody suggested 15 per 
cent. All these were moved together, but voting was done separately. 
I am suggesting the same procedure now. If the House insists that it 
should be done, in this particular manner contrary to our previous 
practice, I am bound to draw the attention of the House to the neces- 
sary implications of that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, I am 
not so much worried over the decision that you are about to give, but 
what worries me and the party that we represent here is that certain 
views are placed before the Speaker and if the Speaker in his wisdom 
does not agree with those views but at once uses expressions such as 
taking steps by the House— if you were in the Opposition, what would 
be the feeling in your mind 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I won’t do it. 

Mr. SASANKA tEKHAR AANYAL: We want to be inspired by a 
sense of confidence 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I say this 
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Mr. IAMNKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: I have not finished my say 

yet, Sir. | * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me say this. Though I am not taking credit 
for the fact yet I must say — and I hope and believe the House also 
realises — that throughout India it is difficult to find a Better friend of 
the Opposition than what I have attempted to do. I have always tried 
to function in this House in the belief that my duty is first of all to 
protect the Opposition, because the majority have got the power of the 
majority but the minority has not the power of the majority. They 
require fullest protection and I have gone beyond my power with a view 
to give that protection. But I do think that the Legislative work 
has to be carried on in a certain manner by the majority. I have done 
it with the consent of all. If that is not possible, then I have no other 
alternative but to bring it to the notice of the House that it is not 
possible to do so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. We have never taken you to 

be anything but a friend of the Opposition and on behalf of the Opposi- 
tion I want to make it absolutely clear that we are here to fight the 
opposite party and that we are not here to fight the Chair. 

But the condition precedent for any reasonable debate, for any 
dignified debate, and for any sensible debate is that the Speaker will 
not only help the Coalition party but also the Opposition, und more the 
Opposition than the Coalition party, because unless in the debate the 
Opposition gets the fullest opportunity to express its points of view, 
the Legislative proceedings would be reduced to a farce. And I appeal 
to you, Sir, not to be carried away by passions and sentiments, and I 
would leave it to you to judge whether the expression “hasty” was 
really happy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is that as there are 700 to 800 
amendments, if every motion tabled is moved and if, on an average, half 
an hour is devoted to each, this Bill will take about 400 hours to be 
finally disposed of. I would, therefore, leave it to the members to 
calculate how long it will take to finish this business. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: nave we then to curtail our 
delate simply because there is a large number of amendments? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I make a sub- 
mission, Sir? I find there are 760 amendments of which we have got 
notice so far. And out of these 760 amendments there is one and only 
one amendment which has raised a point of principle with regard to 
the Bill, namely, amendment No. 661 which raises the question of 
definition of “secondary education”. Sir, I have qpthing to «ay about 
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the question of convenience for taking certain amendments together 
for discussion and then to vote on them separately. But that apart, 
we must bear in mind that when on a Bill like this out of 760 amend- 
ments there is only one amendment which is fundamentally of a different 
nature and which raises an issue of principle, namely, definition of 
“secondary education" only in the form of secular education, that is a 
point which, I hope, it will not be improper for you to accept as a 
fundamental point and to have a separate and exclusive debate thereon. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have accepted that. I have said that it has been 
the practice of the House all along to take such alternative amendments 
together. That has been the practice of the House so long. I wanted 
to follow that procedure. But if the House does not want to follow 
that procedure now, I have no other alternative but to take up amend- 
ments separately. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In this connection, Sir, may I be 
permitted to refer to the Assembly Procedure Rules? I submit that 
there cannot be any hard-and-fast rule of procedure in matters like this. 
In the past we had discussed certain alternatives or proposals relating 
to one general substantive motion. We have had so far no case in which 
two water-tight separate proposals are given, the proposals of one being 
more or less dependent upon the acceptance or otherwise of the other. 
Our rules provide that no discussion should take place except on a 
motion, and it is also laid down, as you find in rule 41, that a member 
who has moved a substantive motion can speak only once unless the 
Speaker allows him to speak again by way of reply. That being the 
position, if a member wants to speak on both 661 and 662, it would be 
impossible for him to speak unless one motion is disposed of first and 
the House is in possession of only one motion and not two at the same 
time. We have speakers who desire to speak on both and we must also 
visualise that in case one is accepted, the other will not arise at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no chance for you. If on® is accepted, 
the other cannot arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is why we have taken up the 
most exclusive one first. If we had taken up the other one first, there 
might have been some scope for limiting that provision. We have, Sir, 
put before you the whole position, and we ask you to consider the 
question very closely. 

Mf. SPEAKER. I shall take up 661 and 662 separately. I have 
already said that if the House does not agree, I must take them sepa- 
rately. 
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Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : YoWft YYMY, YtYTfa fan 

fTOIY '*rfr®TtB7 YlYlY $YY IJTYTC TOW YtY YtY Clftjft YYfa CY 

YrltYft *p*tY 4CYt^Y YftfY CY* ’Kcmnfr tJTSttYY YYYfa fa YY1 tftYlYR 
YtY Y^ftl 4* YtYlfa fan fa! 'YlYYlY *pf Y*H YlYtfrt fartYlt 

y?My >$yt vsfY ms ^yt YtYtr 3 Trw*tt«r‘5f«t y? tot^y i ^sfa 
^5 Ytfaj 'YYtrrttY 'Yfat? crofa i 'TOyi 4YftYM3 cytoj »tT* cy YtYTfa 
Ffa far? YTttY YfYYtY Y$t YYt*tY 4YY 'SYfY M3 YYf TOT «tt5Y CY YttYf 
YttYt f%fY fYfaW YYtf«l Yto TO! YtTT gtfY *faj YtfTOT CTOIY I 
YTCYY fYYY CY fYtYY YTttY, CY ffalY fatY, <5tY "*tYtY *TYtY CTO* C*tt^ Y ^fa , 
YYCYY YR YfYYl TOtE C5tY C«tY ®Y^lY” CY* YTttYY YtYY, CY* YtYYtY YYTY 
4Y^i YfY ’rtrs fefY fas ykyy {y i oaif YtYTfa fan frora ytsu ft<Y yyto 
f?ftY f%f% YtYt^Y Secondary Education means education other 
than Primary Education or Po.4 Matriculation Education. 
YTY'tY YtYTfa fartY far? CYYY YiY Y1 YTI Yt* I las' YtYTfa 
fa*tY ’YYiY 5JTO5 TOT 'TOIm 4 * CtftY tffatfY fatfY YYYR1 
'YtttCS TO, 'YtY 4* C5ttY Y^fafTOt? faftY ffatY Y^tTS TO I !5tY*ttY 
'YtYtCYY YY!T® CE&1 3 FYT3 TO YtYTfa faftY fa W *f TO I YlYTfa ffatY 
TOS 4Y! 'YfYfa ’YYiCYY <WT! fa YY 'YYYYY *CY CTO YTO CV® 
YfY 4 Y 4TO YiY Yt^l TO CTO! <5t* fartYft YTOY YlYTfa ffalY YTOT 
TOS TOtCY CYtYMi fa YTYTO YttYY (y — Y pl Y^l YYCYY Y7YT1 TOTt^Y 
<*)? 7’t*T “Provided that the Provincial Government may by notification 
declare any form of education to be, or not to be, secondary education/* 
<3$ 44^1 441 4 <5 fa^MH *111 C3a 'AH ^4£i 741 4<f.b7 777T1 4atfc*l--— 
*l!c^ <4? 77 TTfen ttti ^7 fa^a for fo> 4at5; 3t7i < 4 ? fat <4# c v fT4 

4T5 C4 m faFJ 'STtfaim 4T? C4^T, *ftW C4t^ #4 *ttVf I C7T* «RT 
frJtlT VW] 4^Tb 45T1 TITO, “if any question arises as to whether 
any form of education Is or is not secondary education, the matter 
shall be referred to the Provincial Government, whose decision shall be 
final/* ^5*t; 4 5to<TO c ivff decision? TZ* final. 4^ ^ W 4 ^ 
^nr — c r 4>?nrfa, w w* ^ 317 77 — 5^t7 5^ 

toIt *twi M 1 4 ? ^ tft* fam 7f% 1 ^rt*afa4 farm 7*t^ 4703 
fata ^ a 3n 47, w cs^ a 71 o#r*r 

7T5T ’tfautfr 3t4 I 4t7T7 7ST17R C4t7f 7t77f74 Pffl 

m cmff 77 m m ?t<3 Sm 1 

^C4<tC7 3^17 3t7 I 77, 7tT4J? 714 tffeT3 7a faa 4tC7 ^l7TC7 3^ 
71 4 l M t bH t7 4WfH C4tTt7 I 7T7 1 ‘ 4 4JOt TTttOl 43, 471 Ttf? W7 1 
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Cifod C*W1* TO 95 «m StCTl” (Laughter from Codition 
Benches.) ^tPnr 71(1 **l Cl f*W* ®*f? OTVil 'TfH *tTOr*l 

fool or Pro* f%f%* wlfiss i *iTO<*rc; ofwrc 

fa®? vm, ci Nttfhr Pm* S«t* <4$ *H*ti Ppftf^s, srrfrs wtfer 

tffaFBr v*n ’rfV® m k%, TOfwr jrft *$iiuu *f* wtff* sTfat*? 
c** v<i to* TOfir ^*t<f *1 tf*fs *i itro-^K, '• 5 *- 

*ft* *rt£t* toi itcw 5*1 otw* «rfm* <?£ *ft dr to- 

c»itTO, TO-fcTFf, ■Pte*! *far, 7 % C'pftoi &caa tpffa tot mfa Year 

to mcai ^ tffto *M wt3, <w *rhs ^ffror, *w rfo ^rlkm *rtii 

vFrtv'Vtm', *N vPq rftrw T^TT, *W ^fkm Rtmftrr, 4 t Pr^r wt 

f%«t^ m tft* afros *fro fed ?tt arror ^Tt TOtrora mm»Hi 
TO Wl TO ^ TOT%SR RTO fervfr fa C7T mi CTfa TO 
to care *ltc? ^ i aR ^ errm to to atm icsf, apt, ca far cTOf 

f"fa1 ’TO TOIt^ (Tit fm CTOF RtTO fecVfT TON TO, 

*raf^v to m i ctoi* atTOrn ca f»r*Fi tfFfas wus to cat Rn 
*jt*f cams to 4M\m afaa vsfc% ?n ^rTOv \ ^rfor 
tfcwca 5 ' TOai *tto 'aro msa TOI TOrtm man a^rofa fa^s, 
TO fat*/a matra, afaata TOa arow a"$ tow* tot i fas, toh 

Tlt^S TOJ (TR f ^TRt OT ^ntft ftr ? fenPfT 

4t I vmw* ^TcR Ffronr — <®Tofa 

’Ptnra ^(oH cnt R^N— <n R^t^i Tt?i <rff^*<t Ff^ui 
irwf ^ 'tf Ffim < 5ffr5 R | ^ ^ fro 

ira *nf? ^fi 5 ^ «R7, ^3rs ^t m ^frRin,5nR^T 

ft’VI , fall f*Wtffe&l TOT *!**?? <fv*ptH ^3^* ’CT 

C'vSHl I ^t l’«T fe(.l*ll I C*1 TOI ^t<TTf^F ftf la mi, (TI mi 

cwft $fms, fVcmi fVcitftm ofrnr^, ^ Ffe dmr mr 

^5tm «flR atatrr fei^i ^aaia mi, (nt mr ^tai 

Ftfro ^ is mi ^anui ftTt^r atai j 

^3tt (n mr cnt mni ^rWtRt ^t f-m* n<t 

iiit f*wa atai 3 R^ta ^it? '^mcm omi 

m*r ^5km mi mim Rtwot nn ^fi*ra, 

Ffmi dR ^fmta mrtra ^ ftntR «mj TO5 *ttm i ^t ^r 'itft 
;jTi?r tow ^ <r tpstt fror <nt tr^r mT> to ^rati 

¥if|, ^rft? *ft mtm cm ^rtarfm Prro ^t Rtw tor i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment moved by Bai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri regarding 



* 1941 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


169 


the definition of secondary education. It is only necessary that before 
we pass to legislate on an important mutter like this, we should have 
our ideas perfectly clear as to what we are going to legislate upon. 

Sir, the motion that has been moved has got really three essential 
Parts. In the first part we have demanded, as I hud indicated during 
the recommittal motion, that in our view the education that should 
be imparted to the new generation of our country should be purely on 
secular basis. The second part of this motion indicates that, apart 
from general education, there should be provision for various kinds of 
vocational education like technical, agricultural, commercial educa- 
tion, etc. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Why not military 
education ? 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* I am very glud that our friend 
points out to military education. In fact, in one of the amendments 
given notice of by the Opposition, you will find a provision for military 
education also made there. 

Sir, the third essential part of this motion is that we have 
visualised a complete autonomy of the hoard with regard to the deci- 
sion as to what should or should not be secondary education. In the 
proviso to sub-clause (ff) t as given in the Hill, there is a provision that 
the Provincial Government may by notification declare any form of 
education to be or not to be secondary education. We consider that 
provision to be most unfortunate and, therefore, we have proposed to 
substitute this motion not merely for the rluuse and the sub-clause 
but also for the proviso thereto. 

Sir, I need hardly say much on the urgency and necessity of having 
a comprehensive and complete definition. I will only suy a few words 
in support of these three essential points which I have now placed 
before you fj>r careful consideration. 

Vi ith regard to the fact that education that should be imparted to 
the children of the soil should be purely on a secular basis, I have only 
to point out to you the reforms that had been undertaken in different 
pafts of the world by progressive countries during recent years. You 
may be aware. Sir, that during the great upheaval of Turkey, modern 
Turkey proceeded on the basis that education there should be on a 
secular line. Similarly, Sir, in Egypt and in other countries — Islamic 
and otherwise — they have realised that in order to make a man fit for 
the modern world, there should not be any attempt to put any 
denominational studies as a load upon general education of the 
children. 
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There was a time, Sir, when secondary education and University 
education were considered to be the preserves of the few rich. At 
that time it was the Church that had practically made arrangements 
for imparting education to the younger generation. This had been 
so, not merely in those countries where Christianity was the religion 
followed by the people; it was also the practice where Hinduism and 
Islam were the general religions followed. Thereafter, Sir, it was 
realised with the new advance in the ideas of education that education 
cannot be complete unless after a certain age students are given proper 
training in the rudiments of living and in the fundamentals of human 
relations. It was on that basis that it was realised that the course of 
secondary education should be such that every child in the nation 
should be able to follow a course of training irrespective of caste or 
creed or community, and we have had numerous literature on how a 
national system of education should be shaped. During recent years, 
Sir, great strides have been taken in Soviet Russia by eschewing all 
kinds of religion from the curricula of their schools, both primary as 
well as secondary and who does not know now the immense progress 
that Soviet Russia has achieved during the last 20 years in the field 
of education? Sir, in our country, the urgency for limiting education 
that should be given to the children to secular education only is all 
the greater, because we have warring communities in our country — 
communities that have a great deal of suspicion of one another. There 
are friends who think that no education can be complete without some 
religious training. I submit, Sir, that that idea is an exploded con- 
ception now. We have no quarrel over the good teachings of great 
men of different religions and different religious faiths. We have 
great respect for the scriptures as well as the teachings as much as of 
Islam as of the Hindus. But, Sir, I submit that we can take these 
teachings into one compendium and give our children, irrespective of 
the fact as to whether they are born of Hindu parents or Muslims, the 
teachings and good sayings of all religions and train them up as 
young men and young women who would be able to share the burden 
of the State and take responsibilities for the nation as a whole, as 
children of the soil, children serving both the communities, irrespec- 
tive of whether they belong to one or the other. 

There are also certain practical difficulties in the way of providing 
non-secular education. If we try to have such schools organised in 
different parts of this very province, we shall have on the basis’ of 
separate religious training to start institutions everywhere, parallel 
institutions serving Hindus separately and Muslims separately. Some 
of these institutions obviously will not be financially justifiable. It 
would be extremely difficult for the State to provide for such separate 
series of institutions in every place. I have no quarrel with those who 
think that their children’s education will not be complete unless they 
are given some rejigious training. If they feel like it I would only 
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humbly submit that they should mate arrangements in their homes 
ior such supplementary education. I feel that the parents of to-day" 
should do something at least to give some degree of trainiug and 
education to their wards and children themselves. 

Sir, I am one of those who believe that religion or the name of 
religion or doetriunaire of religion has done great mischief to human 
relations. I am one of those who believe that if we did not have 
theologists who masquerade in the name of religion but really who 
preach dissensions, if they ceased to exist, it would be u good day for 
the world. I am not one of those who claim that if you have 
Madrassahs separately there should be counterbalancing tols and 
Hindu scriptural education separately. In fact, 1 was surprised to 
note that even the MadrasHah Education Committee that was consti- 
tuted by the Government sometime ago had realised the increasing 
necessity for secularising the education of Muslim children. The 
Government hud in fact, of late, introduced a scheme of reformed 

Madrassahs where *>0 per cent, of the subjects are secular subjects. 

That shows that even those who started with separate sets of secondary 
■educational arrangements realised the great urgency to-day to build 
the modern man, the great urgency of providing general education on 
eecular basis. Further even those who desire to protect special studies 
in Madrassahs realise that neither from the point of view of academic 
efficiency nor from the point of view of financial success Madrassahs 
should be brought under the purview of the Secondary Education 
Board. 

It has been stated in the Madrassah Education Committee's Report, 
on pages S4 and So. that from what has been stated it will be (dear 

that in the interest of reformed Madrassahs it will not be to their 

interest to place them under the control of the proposed Board of 
Secondary Education. Our redoubtable friend Maulvi Mostammel ITuq 
in his note of dissent to that report said that it would be a retrograde 
policy to separate High Madrassah Schools from Intermediate Colleges 
and to place them under the proposed Hoaid of Secondary Education. 
These institutions should be retained in their present category and 
placed under the proposed University for Islamic studies along with 
High Madrassahs. So, Sir, there is a strong volume of Muslim opinion 
also which demands that the Madrassahs should be kept separate. 
{Mr. Ahdcl Wahai* Khan: Will you support the University for 
Islamic studies then?) If the Muslims want to go back from the path 
of progress, it will be their responsibility. It is not for me to dictate 
what should be good for them, but so far as I am concerned, her® and 
now I am in a position to make it clear that so far as our children are 
concerned, we have in the past never thought of giving them training 
on a non-secular sectional basis, nor do I in future ^propose to do so. 

19 * 
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Sir, I had pointed out on the last occasion when I spoke on the 
recommittal motion that we Tisualise a time when our future genera- 
tion will cease to think on terms of Hindus and Muslims. We, who 
claim to be socialists, have in addition the dream that something will 
happen which will transcend the present differences due to caste, creed 
and community and with the collapse of the capitalist regime some- 
thing will happen which will show a new path and a new era will 
be opened out. It will be an extremely unfortunate and retrograde 
atep if to-day we create obstacles in the way of achieving that great 
millennium. I therefore pray that we should retain education 
unsullied by any talk of religiosity about it. If we want to give 
any training in character building, we have enough materials outside 
the field of religion, and if not, we can cull good materials from books 
which, are available from Islamic or Hindu studies, scriptural or 
otherwise. We do not want our children to be obsessed with ideas 
that are not born with them. I submit that the future of the country 
depends very largely on how we shape the young men and women. 
As we have stated when the new shoots come out from the seeds that 
we sow, we make no difference between the seeds that are sown bv a 
Hindu or a Muslim. Let us all work together to frame a scheme that 
will be good for the nation as a whole. We shall have a national 
system of education which will not recognise either a Hindu culture 
as such or a Muslim culture as such but we shall fuse the two cultures 
together and make one national Indian culture. Sir. it is with that 
ideal before us we claim that education should bp secular alone. Our 
other two points are that while imparting such general education we 
should also see that the young men and women are made fit to under- 
take the future responsibility of life and therefore they should be 
given proper scope for vocational and technical training. 

(At this stage the red light was on.) 

Sir, may 1 have two or three minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Y ou may speak for two minutes more. The 
House will be adjourned for prayer at 6-10 p.m. Before that, you 
should finish. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA tANYALs In all schemes for educaticnal 
reform that have found the light of day during the last quarter of a 
century, the demand for supplementing general education with 
training in various technical subjects has formed an important plank. 
The latest of such educational reforms schemes, that had been placed 
before the country for consideration, was the Wardha Yidyamandir 
scheme where also even in the case of primary education, it was 
proposed to put in in the curricula some kind of handicraft, and 
training was proposed to be given through technical or vocatioaal 
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lines. Apert from the merits of such schemes, there is the economic 
justification for giving a practical bent to the system of education of 
our new generation. We should make them realise that immediately 
after they finish their education they can fit themselves into various 
vocations and professions and that they will not be thrown entirely 
into the ocean of unemployment. 

(At this stage the time limit was reached.) 

Sir, may I be allowed to speak after adjournment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I cannot allow you to speak after adjourn- 
ment. Try to finish your speech quickly. 

Dr. NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: 1 therefore request the House to 
give very careful consideration to the points submitted and at least 
to provide that there should be no attempt to pollute the field of 
education with religious or so-called religious training ami that there 
should be some special provision made for giving technical training 
and education. By providing religious training we may probably make 
people irreligious. That has been the experience of various countries 
in the past. Let us not commit that mistake. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After adjournment .) 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I rise to support the motion of my 
honourable friend Rai Harendra Nath Clmudhuri, who has very clearly 
stated the reasons for accepting the motion. 

Sir, the clause, as it stands, reads thus : 

(9) “secondary education” means education other than primary 
education or post-matriculation education: 

Provided that — 

(a) the Provincial Government may, by notification, declare any 

form of education to be, or not to be, secondary education, 
and 

(b) if any question arises as to whether any form of education is 

or is not secondary education, the matter shall be referred 
to the Provincial Government, whose decision shall be 
final. 

Sir, the Legislature has been asked to-day to give a blank cheque to 
the Government, but we cannot. We have been entrusted by our 
constituencies to discharge our duties in a certain mafiner. We cannot 
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transfer that trust to anybody who is working under the dictation c 
a body controlled by a party, majority of whom belong to one con 
munity. It is a matter for serious consideration whether the definitio 
should be allowed to stand, as it is, or there should be an attempt t 
make the definition more exhaustive. If you leave it, as it stands, i 
will create various difficulties in the near future. To-day Governmen 
is run by a section of communalists, and this provision gives ampl 
scope to Government to do anything it likes. Therefore, this Legisla 
ture should not give unlimited power to Government to shape th 
destiny of the province, for it will ultimately be detrimental to th 
interests of the nation. When the Hon’ble Minister in charge o 
Education has sought to improve the present machinery for secondar; 
education in this province, it is very desirable that the principle to b 
followed should be definitely laid down in the Bill itself, and tha 
nothing should be left unfinished. Sir, I feel at the same time tha 
vocational training is a factor which should be seriously considered 
There is no denying the fact that for want of vocational education ii 
the province, our boys are suffering from various disabilities, and 
consequently, 90 per cent, of the employment in the province for skillet 
hands are on this day held by non-Bengalis. Even in the mufassil yoi 
will find that non-Bengalis are working as artisans, such as carpenters 
blacksmiths, cobblers, etc., while the people of this province are starv 
ing for want of employment. If arrangement is made for adequat< 
vocational training, our boys will be able to handle the tools aru 
even improve on them. Instead of vocational training, our boys an 
now receiving general education. A son of a blacksmith after passing 
the Matriculation Examination is seen frequenting the precincts of the 
Secretariat, the Railway offices and the commercial firms in Calcutta 
in search of a petty clerical appointment. Having nobody to stand by 
him and back him in securing an employment, he neither gets a petty 
ministerial job nor is he temperamentally fitted to take up his father's 
profession. And the wof.se of it is that he cannot handle his father’s 
tools. He was sent to school and was trained in general education in 
the hope of getting some job of a general nature, but when he fails to 
secure one and is neither able to take up his father’s profession, the 
money spent for his education seems to have been simply wasted: and 
he is neither useful to himself nor to his family. He realises when it 
is too late that he has done a mistake which has made him worthless 
and unfit even to earn his own bread. 

Sir, so long we heard that as soon as provincial autonomy would be 
given, improvement in every branch would be made: we have waited 
for four years since the inception of provincial autonomy in the 
expectation of having something tangible being effected by the present 
autonomous Government who have been day in and day out pressed for 
introducing measures for imparting vocational training. But to-day we 
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are surprised to find that the result of four years’ work has produced 
■ something which, to my mind, is disappointing, discouraging and 
disastrous. 

I believe that the present system of education does not meet the 
requirements of the province. Absence of vocational training has made 
the educated classes most unfit for productive work and harmed them 
physically. Money spent on general education is a wasteful expendi- 
ture inasmuch as what little is taught is soon forgotten and has little 
or no value in towns or villages or cities. For the all-round develop- 
ment of boys and girls all training should ns far as possible be given 
through a profit-yielding vocation. In other words, vocation should 
serve a double purpose — to enable the pupil to pay for his tuition 
through the product of his labour and at the same time to develop the 
whole man or woman in him or in her through the vocation learnt at 
school. 

The Zakir Hossain Committee pointed out that modern educational 
thought is practically unanimous in commending the idea of educating 
children through some suitable form of productive work and that this 
method is considered to be the most effective approach to the problem 
of providing an integral all-sided education which includes the follow- 
ing subjects: — 

(1) The basic craft, such as spinning and weaving, carpentry, 

agriculture, fruit and vegetable growing, leather work or 
any other (raft tor which geographical conditions are 
favourable and which satisfies the conditions mentioned 
above. 

(2) The mother tongue. 

(3) Mathematics, including the four simple rules, the four com- • 

pound rules, fraction decimals, rule of three, use of the 
unitary method, interest, elements of mensuration, practical 
geometry and rudiments of book-keeping. 

(4) Social studies, including study of world geography in outline, 

with fuller knowledge of India and its relation with other 
lands, together with knowledge of social institutions, public 
utility services, training in citizenship and study of news- 

# papers. , 

(5) General science, including Natural Study, Botany, Zoology, 

Physiology, Hygiene, Physical Culture. 

t Now, Sir, what is the present position of our boys as regards 
practical training? It appears from the Government report for 1938-39 
that the total number of secondary schools is 3,181; of High English 
Schools 1,236; of Middle English Schools 1,911; pupils reading in 
High English Schools 322,771 and in Middle EnglisJ Schools 202,916. 
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Out of these about sixty High and Middle English Schools continued 
their arrangements for imparting manual instruction to their pupils, • 
that is, barely 2 per cent, are receiving vocational training. 

Regarding agricultural education, only 21 Middle English Schools 
up to this time opened continuation classes and nine teachers in three 
batches were deputed for training at the Dacca Farm. 

Threre are six agricultural schools with 138 pupils. 

Other technical centres are — 

(1) the Calcutta Technical School with 341 pupils; 

(2) Kanchrapara Technical School with 60 students; 

(3) the Bengal-Nagpur Technical School, Kharagpur, with 76 

students. 

From this, Sir, we ran understand what progress we have made in 
the matter of vocational training. Therefore, I insist on having a 
definition as to what form of education should be called secondary 
education. Unless and until our boys are given technical education 
there cannot be any benefit to them. 

Therefore, I again appeal to the House to consider this amendment 
very carefully in order to find out a system which will produce better 
students and better men who may be employed in our trade and 
industry instead of bringing in this province non-Bengalees who are 
taking away the major portion of the income and causing our men to 
suffer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of my esteemed friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri. Sir, in clause 2(#) Government has defined “secondary 
education’' means education other than primary education or post- 
matriculation education. If Government had stopped there, then we 
could understand the situation, but when we come to the proviso clause 
we find it is stated there that the Provincial Government may, by 
notification, declare any form of education to be, or not to be, secondary 
education and if any question arises as to whether any form of educa- 
tion is or is not secondary education, the matter shall be referred to 
the Provincial Government, whose decision shall be final. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to draw your attention to the*' fact 
that the Government is taking a dictatorial power with regard to the 
definition. Sir, 1 cannot understand how the Chief Minister could 
support thia sort of provision in the Bill. May I remind him through 
you, Sir, that in his speech at the time of the introduction of the Bill 
the Hon'bie the Chief Minister said, “The fundamentals we have 
embodied in the Bill and in these we are not prepared to yield". Please 
mark the words that they are not prepared to yield, and what are those 
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fundamentals? Sir, I am not going into the first fundamental. I am 
concerned with the second. As regards the second provision, the 
Hon f hie the Chief Minister said, “The Board must be largely auto* 
nomous and have complete control of all secondary school activities’*. 
Sir, the Chief Minister in his speech is declaring the Board to bo 
autonomous. He is authorising the Board to have absolute freedom 
to organise its own affairs and everything that comes within its discre- 
tion; but in clause 2 here we see that the Government is the final 
authority to decide what is secondary education and what is not. This 
provision in the Bill and this declaration in the speech are, if I am 
permitted to say so, quite inconsistent. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
in his speech stated that the Board should be autonomous, the Board 
should have every facility to conduct its own business, whereas in the 
Bill he provides that the Government will be the final authority to say 
what is secondary education and what is not. May I know through 
you, Sir, what reason, what logic, what consistency there may be in 
putting this provision in the Bill and declaring in his speech that the 
Board is autonomous. 

Then, Sir, 1 would like to come to the issue of secondary education 
and its definition. Secondary education without any definition perhaps 
leads us to aimless directions drifting ourselves to an unknown current. 
In the original Bill in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the Chief 
Minister said, “the development of secondary education cannot he 
allowed to drift indefinitely upon dangerous currents, aimless and 
uncontrolled”. Here, Sir, without any definition we find that this is 
definitely aimless and it is being drifted to a place we do not know, 
nor did the Chief Minister give us any information where he is leading 
us to. Sir, to-day when the atmosphere outside is a congenial one, I 
do not want to indulge in bitter expression or any language which may 
create bitterness within this House. But, Sir, I cannot keep ailent 
all through and 1 must say that secondary education requires some 
definition. Negation is never a definition. You must say something 
in the affirmative. In this connection may 1, Sir, draw your attention 
to the book entitled “National System of Education” by J. H, White- 
house where it is stated “we should not like it to be asaumed that we 
look toward a system of education entirely dominated by the Govern- 
ment and damping down local initiative and enthusiasm.” On the 
contrary, we feel that local enthusiasm and responsibility are essential 
if any real progress is to he made and though we desire to see the 
functions of the Board of Education greatly enlarged, this is only" in 
order that it may give adequate assistance in advising and helping the 
great army of organisers and teachers in the educational world. 
Bothing would be more unfortunate than that the Board of Education 
ehould be regarded simply as a central office to check returns and pay 
aver a grant. The Board should he a great inspiring force, bringing 
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the knowledge which alone it is in a position to obtain to the help of 
all and promoting by its sympathy and aid every practical suggestion 
of advance on sound lines. There are a number of developments which 
a greater educational policy also suggests in connection with the 
Board of Education. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard to the very same definition may I 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to the Bryce 
Commission’s Report on Secondary Education in England which was 
submitted in 1895? There they stated 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Have you got anything later? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: I am coming to that. We are 
going to prehistoric days. We are going to madrassahs and we are 
going to so many things and from that point of view 1895 is of very 
recent growth, an occurrence of yesterday. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the date of your birth? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: That is a recent date Now, Sir, 
the Bryce Commission says “Secondary education is a education of the 
boy or girl not simply as a human being who needs to be instructed in 
the mere rudiments nt knowledge, but it is a process of intellectual 
training and personal discipline conducted with special regard to the 
profession or trade to be followed.' ’ Sir, it has got a great bearing 
to-day on the present state of affairs in Bengal. So many graduates 
and so many under-graduates are walking in the streets. They do not 
get employment; they cannot earn their livelihood. This is a position 
in which educated young men have been dragged. Had they been 
trained in any particular profession, in some particular trade, to 
which their brains and tastes and their capacities were suited, the 
position of Bengal would have been altogether different. 

Now, Sir, when you have asked me what is the date of my birth, 
may 1 draw your attention. Sir, to one thing? It will not be necessary 
to go far back. Even in the year 1919 when I was to require some 
commercial education, I had to go to Bombay, to get admission in the 
Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics to be trained in. 
commerce and economics. My alma mater bad no commercial colfege 
in those days — I mean in the year 1919. There was no B.Com. Class 
in Bengal, in the year 1919. There was no technical institution 
practically speaking in Bengal, and one had to go to the Victoria. 
Jubilee Institution in Bombay for technical education. These are the 
days, these are the circumstances, Sir, through which education is 
passing and we must say that to-day when there is so much enthusiasm, 
when there is so ipuch inspiration, if I may say so, for secondary 
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education, why should we be lagging behind indefinitely from the same 
sacred thing, from the same sacred cause for which all Bengal has been 
upset (cries of “hear, hear” from the Congress Benches). 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, now I come to a very disputed point, namely, 
religion in education. Mv esteemed friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal 
has explained his position in a very clear language. Our esteemed 
friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad has given his own viewpoint 
in the matter, but, personally speaking, Sir. 1 am again going back to 
the pre-historic days, the days when Rousseau adopted a philosophy 
known as the days of Renaissance, the days when monarchy prevailed, 
the days when freedom was practically speaking unknown and just 
after the days when the voice of the people, “equality, fraternity and 
liberty,” rang in that country and throughout the whole world. Sir, 
that very untouchable Rousseau who was being driven from place to 
place, who was hunted out from place to place, it was his theory, tho 
Rousseau theory, winch became the viewpoints of many of the socialists 
and communists. In the philosophy of that great Rousseau, that great 
scholar, we come to learn of civic education. We do not learn there 
Hindu education or Muslim education or Christian education. We 
learn from his hooks civic education. We learn from his books civic 
religion and not Hindu religion, or Muslim religion, or Christian 
religion. (Mr. Anri. Hashim : Is that the Hindu conception of 
culture?) I am coming to culture. In my opinion there is no Hindu 
culture, no Islam culture, no purtieular culture at all. The culture of 
the present age (in which we are living) is a living culture. Those who 
do not want to live in this culture will he extinct from this world. 

I would refer to Knmal Pasha. I would like to have one Kamal 
Pasha to educate Bengal, who will know how to deal with miidrassuha 
and tolx without making any distinction whatsoever. II Bengal needs 
one thing to-duy very urgently and very seriously, it is one Kamal 
Pasha or one Hitler who wilHrain us by dictation and by their giguntic 
personality ami not by a spirit of drifting here and there, sometimes 
appeasing the sentiments of the Hindus, sometimes appeasing the 
sentiments of the Muhammadans, and sometimes appeasing the senti- 
ment* of our masters. I would like to have one man and one man 
alone with that great personality. I>et him be a Muslim, let him bo 
a Hindu or let him he anybody, I do not mind. If be could train us, 
if life could lead us, if he could give us that inspiration whereby we 
could live as men, as free men, I shall be quite satisfied. 

Sir, it is no use exchanging words, theories and principles. You 
know what you are. We ull know what we are. Our position is a 
pathetic one. Nobody recognises u*. The free Muhammadans do not 
recognise Indian Muhammadans to In- their fellow brethren ; nor has 
any independent nation recognised us to be their equals. 'There may 
be Atlantic negotiation between Churchill and Roo^velt, but there it 
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ho place for India in that negotiation. That is our real position. If 
there has been any negotiation, that is a negotiation for the European 
people. If there has been any negotiation, that is a negotiation-*— 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is absolutely beside the point. If you pro* 
ceed like that, then I am afraid I shall have to ask you to stop speaking. 

Mr. M. 9HAM8UDDIN AHMED: From the Atlantic Ocean, he will 
now come to the Pacific. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that he has travelled all over the world. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes, Sir, through the Atlantic, 
through the Bay of Bengal, let me come to Bengal, let me appeal to one 
and all to join hands and come to an honourable compromise. 

With these few words, I support the amendment. 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the best way-- — 

Mr. N1HARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I want to say a 
few words. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, there is time yet. 

Mtulvi ABUL HASHIM: If there is time, we on this side also want 
to speak. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Masumdar and Mr. Satya 

Priya Banerji may be allowed to apeak fr^m this side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must bring the debate to a conclusion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May we know if it is your intention 
to stop the debate even when there is no closure motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER; It has been moved. * 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let us have it formally moved 
then. If there is a closure motion, our previous contention stands that 
the Hon’ble Minister cannot speak. 

Mr. NIHARBNDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to make- r — ■ , 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The closure motion can be moved at any stage, and 
it has been moved. As a matter of fact, I think that the House ought 
to give an opportunity to Government to give a reply. Otherwise the 
debate is sterile. 


* Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is for Government members to 
realise. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Government members have also to see that the 
debate is not carried on ad infinitum . My difficulty is this. At a 
certain stage I feel that the Government should make a reply. As I 
have seen the rules, I must agree with the view which the Opposition 
held the other day that once the closure motion is moved and accepted, 
there is no right of reply for anybody except the mover of an original 
motion. In this case, an amendment hus lm*n moved and so the 
question does not arise. I have gone through the rules very carefully. 
I find that under the rules as they stand — they are defective and I 
must say very, very defective — after a closure motion is moved, Govern- 
ment have no right of reply. 1 feel that Government ought to have a 
right of reply. But we must tor the time being accept the rules as they 
stand. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it your intention to check the 
Government members who are in the majority from putting closure 
motions frivolously? Here is the only effective check we have got, 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I feel is for the time being the debate is com- 
pletely closed if the closure motion is moved. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SAHYALs.Not necessarily, unless you in your 
discretion agree. 

Mr. 8PEAKIR: I know. Don’t try to lie fastidious. In this case 
I find that the debate has been going on for some considerable time. 
I would have even now allowed the debate to continue if amendments 
No*. 661 and 662 had been moved together but to that the House did 
not agree. Even at this stage, if amendment No. 662 is moved even 
formally, the debate can continue. I quite understand the difficulty 
in the way of amendment No. 662 being moved. Even if it is formally 
moved, the debate can continue 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are other difficulties also in 
the way. You know that as a result of the discussions outside thi s 
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House there has been some ray of light thrown on the whole situation 
and if that little light that we see leads to a rising sun, then that parti- 
cular motion, viz., amendment No. 662 would be the agreed motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As I understand the present situation, if there is 
an agreed settlement outside this House I am afraid Government w\Jl 
have to take some steps to see that they bring in a Bill completely 
different in character from the one before the House. Whatever 
debate we are carrying on— whether the Bill is passed or falls through 
— would be absolutely washed out. There is no difficulty about that. 
That is the whole question. I think that if the discussions outside this 
House are successful, this Bill will probably have to be abandoned and 
another Bill brought in. That is the position. In view of that, I 
don’t find any difficulty of any sort. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I remind you of 
one thing, Sir. You have been pleased to recognise that this amend- 
ment No. 661 is of such a nature that it deserved to be discussed 
specially and separately from the other. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I never said that. I said that amendments 
Nos. 661 and 662 should be discussed together. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I remind you of 
one thing? Sir, in the course of the whole debate, so far, nobody has 
been able to express the labour point of view. As the sole representa- 
tive of a party — the Labour Party of India — and as one of the 8 labour 
members, I feel that it is only fair that I should be given a few 
minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Just half a second. What I say is this: I hope 
that in future the parties will kindly adjust their speakers in such a 
way that the names of those speakers who are considered to he essential 
Speakers should be given first : otherwise this difficulty will always 
arise. 1 hope this will be remembered in future so that those who 
would be considered essential should be given opportunities first. It 
is no use putting unessential speakers first and essential speakers lapt. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. That is the parliamentary practice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot be a party to the parliamentary practice 
which makes it difficult for a parliamentary institution to function. 

I am allowing Mr. Maxumdar as a special case. After that, I shall 
call on the Hon’blq Mr. A. K. Failul Huq. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: After Mr. Mazumdar, Mr. Satya 
Priya Banerji may also be allowed to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the House does not agree to my suggestion, I 
ehall have to deny Mr. Mazumdar also. 

a 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The House is in your hands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am allowing Mr. Mazumdar as a special ease. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: M ay I rise to ask a question : if 
I decide to accept the whip of a group, ran I claim to s|>eiik on behalf 
of any outside political party and demand a special privilege to speak ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, it is quite correct that if a 
gentleman accepts the whip of a political party he should go by that, 
hut generally I find here that a man may accept the whip of a certain 
party and yet retain his individuality. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

regret to note that in the course of the debate on this Secondary Educa- 
tion Hill it has been so far very difficult for us even to agree on 
fundamentals. From the speeches that have been made and from what 
has been so far expressed by the Coalition Party and the Opposition we 
find that on a subject ot national importance there is not even 
unanimity or even the necessary fundamental agreement on the essen- 
tials of the question. Sir, we do not expert that there will he unanimity 
of a dead variety in any country, far less in this country, but, Sir, 
always controversy is raised round points — points of national import- 
ance — on which despite agreement on fundamentals and essentials there 
may be disagreement with regard to the modus operand i, and therefore, 
in practical effect with regard to the execution of certain accepted 
purposes and principles, controversies may take place and party divisions 
may come about. But here we find an altogether different spectacle. 
Those of us who pause for a while to think over the seriousness of the 
question cannot hut regret the fact that we find ourselves not even in 
agreement with regard to the essentials. I would like to put one 
question here : l)o we, Sir, irrespective of the block of benches in which 
we sit, consider the question of the educational future of our people, 
the education of the future generation, a question of national import- 
ance, a question of aiming at a common purpose, or do we notP Sir, 
if it were conceded that education must have a definite purpose of its 
own, whether that education is sought to be imparted in India or in 
any other country, then we must first come to defyae as to what should 
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be the purpose of that education. Sir, it seems that we are going to 
set up a Board, we are going to have a special legislation for the pur- 
pose of secondary education without having even clarified as to what 
should be the purpose of that education. We do not even seem to speak 
with one voice or mind on this elementary question. Sir, if there is 
lack of that fundamental unity with regard to the purpose of education, 
in actual operation, whatever composition there may be on the Board, 
of the different communities or different peoples on whatever basis 
representation is allowed there, for what common purpose is that body 
going to work? Will that Board ultimately go on to work and realise 
in practice a common objective, a common ideal, or will that Board 
pull at different directions driven by the strength and tendencies of its 
different constituent parts, not even united by one binding purpose? 
That is a fundamental question which comes uppermost in one’s mind 
and that is the fundamental question which this amendment seeks to 
solve. If there is not even that definition about the purpose of educa- 
tion, Sir, the Board will become a cock-pit of dissensions and disrup- 
tions, cliques and manoeuvres. I assert before the House that in the 
absence of that clear-out conception as to the purpose of education it 
will be most dangerous to leave the question of secondary education in 
the hands of a Board that is left without any common objective with 
regard to the education of the people. Sir. it is not a question of the 
interests of this party or that party, it is not a mere question of the 
interest of this community or that community, it is a question of bring- 
ing together, despite the communal differences, despite the disharmonies 
in our social structure, the whole jwpulace of the country into one 
common purpose for educating the future generation, for the purpose 
of layiug the intellectual foundation on which the mighty superstruc- 
ture of u uuited, educated and enlightened Bengal might be built. If 
in laying down that foundation we are not going to place ourselves on 
a sure ground, if we are only blindly carried away by sectional and 
pettty interests and manoeuvres and place ourselves on the quicksand in 
beginning the work of that reconstruction, one can easily imagine what 
the future will have in store for us. 

Sir, to-day I should not forget to mention one thing. Before 1 
make my observations further, what we note with regret is that our dis- 
sension is the inevitable outcome of something more deep-rooted. It is 
no good to-day indulging in platitudes, appealing to people to think of 
themselves in terms of Indians and not in terms of Hindus or Muslims. 
As we find ourselves plaoed in the House to-day, the atmosphere is full 
of suspicion. Sir, willy-nilly, we have been thrown into the embrace of 
a situation where people are divided into communal groupings. The 
whole foundation of thinking in terms of the interest of Bengal as a 
whole, thinking in terms of national interest, has been shattered, and 
out of that situation arises this cry for a Secondary Education Board 
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for control without knowing the purpose for which control is needed. 
That is the fundamental defect in the Bill. Let me declare that I do 
not want to be taught by o Muslim or a Hindu. If I want to he 
taught a maxim, it matters very little whether a teacher happens to he 
a Hindu or a Muslim. It is known that sealous students all over the 
world, whether Chinese, Muslim, Indian, European, American, have 
gone out on their peregrinations in quest of learning; they have set out 
in quest of teachers and professors of repute all over the world. We 
find that the most brilliant of the Muslim students, the most brilliant 
of the Hindu students, and, in reality, the most brilliant students of 
India do not look for the communal institutions. Here, !k>ys who want 
to shine as students, who want to acquire learning, scatter themselves 
all over the world. They go out to the greatest professors, whether 
they are Germans, Britishers or Americans, and from there they earn 
new laurels for themselves, new laurels to the glory of their country. 
Is there a single Muslim or a single Hindu w'ho has got the vein and 
the courage to get up and condemn this quest of those students for 
learning w hen they go forward to seek learning at the feet of teachers, 
irrespective of caste, creed, nationality or religion V That has been the 
ideal of education. In that quest of learning we want to provide places 
of learning for all where they may forget that they are Hindus, 
Muslims or Christians, but think of themselves as human l»eings who 
want to lay the foundation of their intellectual discipline; who want 
to lay the foundation of that scientific outlook of mind which makes 
their work free from dogmatism and will not make of themselves 
empty vessels full of superstition and dogma-ridden, dead dogmas which 
are age-old and bind them to (lie dead past, to an antiquated era, but 
which may give them that sharp armour of scientific outlook, that 
intellectual weapon whereby they can acquire new learning and become 
an asset to the people amongst whom they live; they may become an 
asset to the land in which they were born and in which they serve their 
people irrespective of their caste, creed or religion. Sir, those who are 
remembered as great men in the country — in any country for that 
matter, — those who have Wen able to love this country and love its 
people, despite the different religions they profess, despite the different 
races of which the Indian peoples are composed, are not the protagonist* 
of oommunalism. To-day among the great names do not range those 
who^ have always raised the bogie of oommunalism and communal group 
interests, but those who have given u» as their contribution that 
universality of thought and that universality of culture against which 
disruption mines its bead to-day. I have been deeply grieved to find 
that many of my friends sitting opposite, some of them at least, have 
professed to oome forward as prise specimens of religious beings saying 
that their religion has hitherto not been properly followed and practised. 
That is what has led the country and the people to their present state 
of desperate condition. Sir, may I ask in all humijity those who say 
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that religion has not been properly practised, are they the models of 
perfection in the practice of religious ideals ? I might remind them of 
one of the utterances even of Islam which says “every land; is our land 
for it is a land of our God”. That noble utterance and slogan, which 
was uttered in those heroic and glorious days when the culture of 
Islam reigned all over the world, was due to the fact not that they 
confined themselves in a little pigeon-hole in Arabia or in any other 
corner of the world but because they had the courage and the catholicity 
to say “every land is our kind for it is a land of our God”. Might not 
we, Sir, take our lessons from the past and realise that lesson and say 
“every man is a brother who inhabits the land in w T hich we are born, 
in which w r e live and in wdiich we toil” and thereby have education 
in common, share the common purpose for building our nationhood? 
To-day I beg to say that education in Bengal, — in India for that matter, 
— can have only one purpose. That one purpose shall be to re-build 
a united country, to re-build a united people. Sir, there are enough 
forces w T hich are going alxmt trying to disrupt that unity. Sir, it is 
the very Act out of which this Assembly is l>orii, the very Act which 
makes us sit here divided on a communal basis, it is that very Act 
which is responsible for the fact that we find ourselves communally 
diyided. When we look at the composition of the House we find that 
although we are predominantly Indians, we do not sit united as 
Indiaus. We sit here divided as Muslims and Hindus. But, Sir, w r e 
find one unity in this House. Despite the fact that they are not 
Indians and despite all the other incongruous factors about their 
existence in this House, we find in them a united phalanx, a wedge 
struck deep into us (pointing at the “European Group*’). Sir, this 
is the thin end of the wedge that has been struck into our national 
life and it is no wonder that the House that is born of that nefarious 
Government of India Act has wine forward with an Education Bill 
that strikes at the root of education. It is not a “Secondary Education” 
Bill, but a Bill which is seeking to put an end to that cementing factor 
of our national life, namely, education in common at the most formative 
stage of life of our youth. 


Sir, if to-day Hindus and Muslims, if to-day all the Indians, who 
think of the problems of India, are able to make their contribution, it 
is because they have got some amount of intellectual equipment and 
that is the outcome of their study of world conditions, that is the 
outcome of their study of social conditions; that is not the outcome of 
wearing different clothes or eating different types of food in different 
parts of the country, but that is the outcome of the fundamental unity 
of outlook which critical thought gives them. Sir, that critical thought 
rests entirely on a period of education in the life of every man and in 
the life of the nation. That formative stage of education begins when 
the illiteracy which is there in the childhood disappears and just before 
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the superstructure of specialised education is imparted. That is the 
period of secondary education and during that period what is needed is 
4 secular outlook. 

Sir, the secular form of education is the only scientifically accepted 
form of secondary education. It is only when we want to destroy that 
fundamental conception of education that we shall conic forward to 
negative this definition of secondary education. Sir, this amendment 
which I support tries to lay the foundation of that education. 

Sir, to-day we would spurn at that form of education, we would 
combat that form of education which would prevent us from thinking 
alike and thinking together. For the reconstruction of our economy, 
for the reconstruction of our national life, we want better and greater 
educationists, better and greater technicians, better and greater indus- 
trialists, scientists and commercial men. In fact, we want in all 
branches of national life those architects who will lay the foundation 
of a greater and newer national structure where despite our diversity 
there may be unity, despite our superficial division in customs and 
manners there may he a closer binding factor, a cementing factor of 
our nationhood. 

Sir, taking a glance at the bistort of the present d«\ , we find what 
that education can give to the human race. In the Soviet Fiuon which 
is known to lie inhabited 1>\ no less than 50 nationalities, it is |H»rhap* 
known that the Council of Nationalities has got 50 reiognised languages. 
Thev have got all the religions that ore ever known in the world, but 
despite that we find from what i* going on to-day over there on the 
other side of the Pamirs, across the Frals, on the shores of the Pluck 
Sea, that all these diverse jieoples are not thinking of themselves as the 
Kalmuks and the Cossack*., as the Tartars and the rkraniaus, as the 
Siberians and the Azer Baixan* talking different languages hut as one 
brotherhood of man tnmg to pull themselves together in the battle of 
life. For the preservation of freedom of their country, they are stand- 
ing as one solid phalanx defeating the mightiest jxiwer on earth and 
shattering the dreuiin notion of their invincibility- a demonstration 
of what a scientific secular education can do to unite humanity. 

Sir, let not this Bill strike at the foundation of the unity of India. 
Let the Hon'ble Thief Minister accept this amendment of secondary 
education or give his reasons for his refusal to do no. Sir, let him not 
stand in the way of Indians being educated on a secular basis. I*et 
him not hinder our national growth a* a solid phalanx, able and equipped 
to withstand the battle* of life as a united people, to build up a united 
country — a better, brighter |nd more enlightened Bengal. 

The Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ: Sir, the best way in 
which I can show my appreciation of the speeches that have been 
delivered during the tost two days is by giving a f very short reply. 
13 



188 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[10th Sept. 


Sir, I admit that eventually all these forms of practical education 
must be oo-ordinated and brought under the control of the Secondary 
Education Board, but at the present moment these forms of education 
are being controlled by different departments of Government and it will 
take some time before we can effect that co-ordination. For this 
purpose a transition period is necessary and the amendment, as has 
been drafted, gives no power to Government to defer bringing all these 
forms of education immediately under the oontrol of the Board. From 
that point of view I find it impossible to accept this amendment in the 
present form. 

Then, Sir, the amendment speaks only of secular education. It, 
therefore, excludes madrassah education altogether. In other words, 
the effect of my accepting this amendment would be to exclude 
madrassahs entirely — high madrassahs and middle madrassahs whole- 
sale — from the purview of the Secondary Education Bill altogether. 
That is a view which Government cannot at present accept. For these 
short reasons, Sir, 1 oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Kui Hareudra Nath Chaudhuri that for clause 2(0 ) 
including the proviso the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(.9) ‘Secondary Education’ means any form of Secular Education 
other than Primary or Post-Matriculation Examination and includes — 

(a) General Education, 

(b) Technical and Industrial Education, 

(c) Agricultural Education, 

{(1) Commercial Education, and 

(r) Such other form of education as the Board with the approval 
of Government may determine'’, 

* 

wa.s then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES — 41. 


Aakaryya OkoOvry, MOinja luki Kaata, at 
M kt4«cli, Myawaaiaffc. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatka Natk. 

BantrjM, Mr. . Ikaatk. 

BanarJI, Mr. P. 

Banarjt, Mr. atya Prtya. 

•ariiia, Baku i rtaikarl. 

Baau, Mr. aataak Kumar. 

Bka m\k. Of. Raki*4a Ckantra. 

Bta at, Mr. laraaira Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. Jatiaira Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Baku NartMra Narayaa. 

Ckaatfk ri, Bai MaraaOra Natk. 


Bkata, Mr. Atal Krtokaa. 
Qayta, Mr. JagMk Okaatra. 
ftuyta, Mr. 4. N. 

Jalaa, Mr. I. 0. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dtkaatfra Lall. 
Kimar, Mr. Atul Okaakra. 
Kua4u, Mr. Ntekttfca Natk. 
Majaatfar, Mr». Niaapm. 
Maaiai, Mr. Aatrtta Lai. 


Maafctriaa, Or. tyaaMprata 4. 
M«kkM& Mr. Dkiraaira Narayaa. 
MaUkk, ( rijat Atkataak. 


Oat Btfpta, Baku Kkagaatra Natk. 
Oaa Auyta, Or. J. M. 

Oal I, Mr. Naraaira Natk. 

Datta MaaaaOar, Mr. MtaQatfa. 


Paul, t tr Hart taakar. 
Ray, Mr. Okaru Ckaatfra. 
Ray, Mr. KamaNurMiaa. 
Ray, Mr. Baiailfta Natk. 
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laqm, Or. RaUaaksha. 
lanyai, Mr. lauRki tikkir. 
Id, Mr. Alai Okukn. 


Ian, Jagaah Ohaadra, m Babadar. 
laa-tupta, Mr*. NaKta. 

Hate, Irijat Maaladra IkMU. 

T 


NOEt-110. 


Abdul Aili, Maalaaa Md. 

Abdt I Nats, Mr. Mirta. 

AM I Hafls, Mr. Mia. 

AMU Hakim tikrampurl, Maalvi Ml. 

AMU Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMU HamM hak. Maulvi. 

AMut Kaltr, Mr. (aliat Lai Mink). 

AMU Karim, Mr. 

AMvl Majid, Mr. yad (Naakkaii.) 

AMvl Metalik Malik, Dr. 

AMvl Wakak Khan, Mr. 

AM l lla* A I Mabmoad, Mr. 

AMvr Rahman Mdlql, Mr, 

AMvr Raahaad, Maulvi Md. 

AMvr Raul, Khan tahadur Maalvi t. (Havrah.) 
Ahdur Aaszak, Maulvi. 

AMvl habaad, Maulvi Md. 

AiU Fail, Mr. Ml. 

Ahil Haihim, Maulvi. 

Ahul Hoiain Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All nayatpvri, Khan tahadur Maalaaa. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Altai addin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Amlnvllah, Khan abib Maulvi. 

An ar I Aiim, Khaa Bahadur Md. 

Aihratali, Mr. M. 

Aihinwddin Ahmad, Mr. 

AUad H amain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Aihar AU, maulvi. 

Badruddala, Mr. pad. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Ball- Hart. Min e. B. 

Blrkmyra, ir Hanry, Bart. 

Bit aa, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Dai, Mr. Aaukul Ohaadra. 

Dai, Rai ahlh Kirlt Bhuiaa. 

Idhar, Mr. Upandranath. 

ImdadJl Hague, Kail. 

Farhad Raia Cha dhury, Mr. M. 

Failul Hub, tha Han'hla Mr. A. K. 

Failui Quadir, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failur Rahman, Mr. (Mymanaln|h.) 
fiiaivddin Ahmad, Mr. 
flladdinf, Mr. D., O.I.f, 

Qirung, Mr. Damhar ilngb. 

Haddanr^Mr. R. R. 

HaBtvddin Chaadhurl, Maalvi. 

HamHtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Natan Ali Cha dhury, Mr. lyad. 

Naiina Mrtbnd, Mn., M.B.C. 

HatamaHy damadar, Khaa iabib Maalvi, 

Ha kingt, Mr. R. 4 . 

Hayaraad, Mr. Ragan. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 


Nadft, Mr. H. R. 

Idrlt Ahmad, Mia, Maalvi. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.f . 
lalaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
daaab All Majamdar, Maalvi, 

Kaiam Ali Miru, tahihaada Kaaran jab lyad. 
McQrvgar, Mr, B. «. 

Mali addin Obaadhury, Maalvi. 

Maadal, Mr. Blrat Ohaadra. 

Mandai, Mr. dagat Ohaadra. 

Maniruuaman litamabadi, Maalaaa Md. 

Magbul Hoiain, Mr. 

Mahiin All. Mr. Md. 

Margin, Mr. 0., O.I.f. 

Maiammil Hug, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Altai, Khan Bahadur Maalvi lyad. 
Muhammad ! tddtgua, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyad. 
Muhammad iaiaiman, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Muliiek, tha Han'hla Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Mwllkk, Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Muaharruff Haaaain, tha Han'hla Hamah, Khaa 
Bahadur. 

Murtaga«ial Hagaa, Mr. lyad. 

Naaaruiiah, Nambiada K. 

Nuimuddln, tha Nan'Ma Khwaja, llr, K.O.I.C. 
Fattinger, Mr. 0. U. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Baikal, tha Han'hla Mr. Praiaana Dab. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Rny, Mr. Dkanaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 
lahruddin Ahmad, Haji. 
lahaha-Alam, Mr. lyad. 
lanaullah, Dr. 
larkar, Baba Madhaaudaa. 
tarajul lalam, Mr. 

Ihahabaddin, Mr. Kbwaja, O.B.I. 
tha had ali, Mr. 

Ihamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Ihamiuddin Ahmad Kbnndkar, Mr. 

Ilrdar, Baku LHta Manda. 

Iptllar, Mr. 4 . H. 

• miih, Mr. N. Brabant. 

Itark, Mr. A. F. 

Itavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 
tahra«ardy, tha Nan'Ma Mr. H. I. 

Tamil addin Khan, tha Han'hla Mr. 

Tafal Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi Hajl. 

Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walk ar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wbttabaad, Mr. R. B. 

Yautaf Mkia. 

Yarn I AN Ohaadhary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes J 1 0 the motion was lost. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I find there is no time even for one speech, I, 
therefore, think that the House should be adjourned. 

Adjournment. 

Accordingly the House was adjourned at 7-50 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. 
on Thursday, the 11th September, 1941, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembh House, Calcutta. on Thursday, 
the 11th September, 1941, at 4-45 p. 111 . 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Miiiammui Amn. IIauik, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the ('hair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 191) members. 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies arid Gentlemen, it is once more my 
melancholy duty to retei to the sad death of Sir Hugh Stephenson, ft 
distinguished membei <d the Indian ('nil Sen ice. He served the 
Government of Bengal in various capacities He was a member of 
the Bengal E\ecuti\e Coumil He acted twice as Governor of 
Bengal. He was also (io\ernoi of Bihar and Orissa, and Burma. 
He was also an Adviser to the Secret un of State for Burma. I 
hojH? \ou wish a message of condolence to be sent to the bereaved family, 
aiyl I would ask you, ladies and gentlemen, to Hignifv your assent by 
kindly rising in your places. 

(Members rose in their places ) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, the Secretary will do the needful. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Extent merit order on certain workmen of the Entally workshop of 
Messrs. Sax by Farmer and Company, Limited. 

•149. (Shout Notice.) Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDARS 

(«) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that three workmen of the Entally 
Workshop of Messrs. Saxby Farmer and Company, Limited, were 
externed from Calcutta and its suburbs under the Defence of India 
Rules on or about the 1st August, 1941 f 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the specific reasons thereof; 

(it) the names of the men externed; 

(in) the period for which they have been externed from their normal 
place of employment ; and 

(/?•) whether Government have made any provisions for their main- 
tenance or living outside the prohibited area? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) (?) Their activities were intended or likely to impede the war 
effort. 

(i ?) Ramballi Missir, Sarat Samanta and Nilmoni Pal. 

(in) Until further orders. 

. (tv) No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion’ hie Minister be 
pleased to slate what was the nature of the activities referred to in 
answer (b) (?)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These three workmen were 
deliberately fomenting trouble among the workers of Messrs. Saxby 
Farmer & Company who the\ well knew were engaged in turning out 
war supplies. They did not proceed on constitutional lines and had no 
intention of so doing. 


Recommendations of the Primary and Adult Education Committee. 

*150. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in ( barge ot the Education Department lx* pleased to 
state — 

(a) when the final report on the Primary Education was submitted 

to the Government by the Primary and Adult Education 
Committee appointed by Government; and 

(b) whether the Government propose to bring forward without 

further delay an\ legislation or scheme to give effect to the 
recommendation of the Committee? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: (the 
Hon’bla Mr. A. 1C Fazlul Huq): (a) In August, 1939. 
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(b) The member is referred to the reply delivered on the floor of the 
House on 19th August, 1940, to his unstarred question No. 9T. The 
examination of the recommendations has not yet been completed. Gov- 
ernment propose to implement their decisions on the Report as early as 
possible. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Will the Rou ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether any Special Officer has lieen appointed to 
examine the report of the committee or whether the report is examined 
by the department only? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as Primary Educa- 
tion is concerned it is l>eing examined by a Special Officer and as for 
the Adult Education it is being examined b\ the dejwrtnient. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZS \\ ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the leport on Adult Education was submitted separately 
by this committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, tin* rej>ort on Adult 

Education was submitted separately. 

Interpreters in Original Side of High Court. 

M51. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: (<n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Interpreters in the Ilon’ble High Court, 
Original Side; 

(n) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Paste Hindus. 

PD Scheduled Pastes, and 
(4) others; 

(in) the number of Interpreters that haw been apjsdnted since 1st 
April, 19J7 ; and 

(ic) the number of them that are Muslims? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): By the courtesy 
of the Hon hie the Phief Justice I am able to inform the member as 
follows : — 


(a) (i) Eight. 
(ii) (1) One. 
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(2) Seven. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) Nil. 

(Hi) Two (one was promoted from the cadre of Translators to that 
of Interpreters). 

(iv) Nil. 

Assistants in lower grade of service in High Court. 

•152. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing separately the present number of — 

(1) Muslim, 

(2) Caste Hindu, 

(3) Scheduled Caste, and 

(4) other, 

Assistants in the lower grade of the linn 'hie High Court, Original Side? 
(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how many appointments in the lower grade have been made 
since 1st April, H)37, up to February, 1041 ; and 
(ii) how many of them have been given to the Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

By the courtesy of the Hon’ble the Chief Justice I um able to inform 
the member as follows : — 

(a) (1) Twelve. 

(2) Ninety-two. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) Three. 

(b) (i) Twenty-one. 

(ii) Nine. 

Jurisdiction of District Courts in certain matters relating to Liihited 

Companies. 

•153. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the difficulties 
that the parties in the mufassal districts are to meet in coming before 
the Original Side of the Hon’ble the High Court for redress in certain 
matters relating to the Limited Companies? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government consider the 
desirability of authorising the District Courts with the powers incor- 
porated in section 3 of the Indian Companies Act? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

(a) Yes. 

( b ) The present arrangement is wholesome in view of the fact that 
the Indian Companies working under the Act should have some safe- 
guard for the protection of the constitution and dissolution of the 
company. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (b), 
does the Hon’ble Minister want to say that by conferring these powers 
on the District Courts these safeguards for the protection of the consti- 
tution and dissolution of the Company will not l>e assured? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argument. You are not asking for 
information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: This proviso clause sa\s 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Wh atever it is, you can onh ask for supplementary 
information. You cannot cross-examine him. He is u lawyer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the proviso clause under section 3 of the Indian 
Companies Act is there to adorn the Slatute Hook or for the purpose of 
being given effect to? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou mav ask whether it has been given effect to. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the clause there for the pur- 
pose of being given effect to? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur! 

For the last 50 years or so the country has thought that the present 
way of doing things is quite in order. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that a large number of companies in all the districts of Bengal have 
either gone into liquidation or are applying for permission to seek pro- 
tection under section 153 of the Indian Companies Act? All these com- 
panies have to come up to the High Court for orders. As you know, 
they are all practically insolvent companies. They cannot come up to 
the High Court and the depositors’ and share-holders’ interests are 
suffering. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Too much of an argument. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: They are finding great difficulty. 
In view of that fact, does the Hon’hle Minister consider it desirable 
to reconsider the matter and do something so that effect may be given 
to the proviso clause in the very near future!" 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khaq Bahadur: 

At present all cases of dissolution of companies are within the jurisdic - 
tion of the Original Side of the High Court. The constitution and dis- 
solution of companies are vital points in the life of the companies. If 
it had been possible for individual mem tiers to come suddenly in the 
heat of passion to declare a company insolvent and have its doors closed 
then all the companies working for the last 50 years or so would have 
disapjieared. Now after a man gets irritated he finds time to calm 
down and tin* present provision hy which he has to l>ear some expendi- 
ture for coming to Calcutta and taking the case to the High Court is 
a good provision and I do not Isdieve the country feels that any change 
is required. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how authorising the District Courts as provided for in 
the Indian Companies Act would work as an unwholesome thing? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have explained it and 1 do not believe I should explain it again. 


Fines realised for offences under the A.R.P. Rules in Bengal. 1 

•154. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state the 
amount that has been realised up to date, hy way of fines, for offences 
under the A.R.P. Rules in this Presidency? 


The Hon’ble Kfcwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Rs 119-8. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Proposed new cinema house on the Cornwallis 8treet. 

90. Rai Bahadur JOCESH CHANDRA 8EN: (a) Will the ITon ble 

Minister in charge of t lie Home < Political i Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a tart — 

(/) that an attempt was made in the beginning of 19118, to start a 
new cinema house on the Cornwallis Square, Calcutta, just 
opposite to ("hit ra Cinema and on the south of Sham bazar 
Post < din e m Ward No. 1 ; 

< / / > that a very hugely signed public petition, dated the Ilrd 
M arch. 1'KJS, b\ the people o( the locality including the 
Ward Councillors piotesting against the starting of this 
proposed new cinema house was submitted to the Commis- 
Hionei of Police, Calcutta, Secretary, Calcutta Corporation, 
and to tin- Postmaster-tumoral, Bengal; 

(///) that Rate-Payers Association ot Ward No. 1 also opposed this; 

(m that a deputation consisting of the leading residents of the 
locality waited on the Jloii’ble Home Minister in September, 
19-' IS ; and 

(n that a circular letter No. (ml (liiM , dated the Hlh May, 1989, 
was issued by the then Sec ret an ot the Public Health and 
Local SelMiovernnicnt Depuitmcnt saying that licences for 
new cinema house*, should not be granted in such arcus 
where it may affect the samtan < audition of the locality, 
and may prevent free passing of traffic Y 

(hi Will the Hon lde Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that licence has since 1 ecu granted for the establishment of a new 
cinema house on the Cornwallis Sticet on the same site? 

(ci It so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tP state in what 
special circumstances the lirem e lia** been granted for this new' cinema 

house Y 

« 

((f) Is the Hon ble Minister aware — 

t/i that at present eight cinema houses and three theatre house# 
are in existence in this area; and 

<//) that during the cinema hours that portion of the Cornwallis 
Street becomes too much congested rendering not only free 
passage of traffic extremely difficult but also causing great 
annoyance to the residents of the locality? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. (Apparently 

the honourable member means “Cornwallis Street” and not “Cornwallis 
Square” as the latter is not just opposite the Chitra Cinema.) 

(ti) Yes, but we have no information about those said to have been 
submitted to the Calcutta Corporation and the Postmaster-General, 
Bengal. 

(tii) to (v) Yes. 

(b) No licence has been granted yet under the Cinematograph Act, 
but it is understood that the Corporation has approved the building of 
the cinema on the site; and that the Commissioner of Police has no 
objections to the site from the traffic point of view. 

(c) No special circumstances have arisen. 

{d) ( i ) No answer is possible unless the urea is defined. 

(u) No. 


Representation of Scheduled Castes on Union Jute Committees, Dacca. 

91. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he pleased to 
state — 

(0 the present n uin her of Union Jute Committees in the Sadar 
South subdivision of the Dacca district; and 

(n) whether members of the Scheduled Castes have been taken in 
each of the said Union Jute Committees ? 

If the answer to [a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reason therefor? 


MINI8TER In oharge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) 38. 

{it) In 11 of these Committees there is no member of the Scheduled 
Castes. In the remaining Committees there ure altogether 35 mem- 
bers of the Scheduled Castes. 

{b) The attention of the local officers has already been drawn to 
this matter and efforts are being made to find suitable members of the 
Scheduled Castes for those Committees which at present have no such 
member. «• 
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Menage. 


The Secretary then read out the following message received from 
the Bengal legislative Council : — 

“That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeing held on the 10th 
September, 1941, agreed to the Bengal Raw .Tute Taxation Bill, 1941, 
without any amendments.*’ 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that for sub-clause (.9) of clause 2, including the proviso the 
following be substituted, viz. : — 

“(9) ‘Secondary Education’ means education other than Primary 
or Post-Matriculation Examination and includes — 

(/) General Education, namely: — 

in) Secular Education open to all communities, 

(b) Pkluration which combines instruction in general subjects 

with instructions in subjects appertaining to Islamic 
culture and religion, 

(c) Education which combines instruction in general sub- 

jects with instructions in subjects appertaining to 
Hindu culture anil religion, 

(<7) Education entirely in subjects appertaining to Islamic 
culture and religion, ami 

(e) Education entirely in subjects appertaining to Hindu 
culture and religion, and 

(tt) Special Education, namely: — 

(a) Technical Education, 

(b) Agricultural Education, 

(r) Industrial Education, 

{(1) Commercial Education, and 

(e) Other types of vocational and special education as the 
Board may determine.” 

Sir. yesterday the House discussed another suggested amendment 
regarding the definition of secondary education. The definition as given 
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in the Bill is, I consider, extremely defective in character. In fact, 
Sir, this is no definition at all so far as secondary education is con- 
cerned. 

The Bill says that secondary education is education other than pri- 
mary education or post-matriculation education. And then the proviso 
lays down that the Provincial Government may, by notification, declare 
any form of education to be or not to be secondary education; and 
secondary school is an institution in which secondary education of such 
undefined character is imparted. 

Sir, I believe it will be acceptable to all sides of this House that 
secondary education, the advancement of which is said to be the main 
purpose of the Bill, should be defined with as much precision as possible. 

1 admit that it may not be possible to have a definition which will be 
entirely exhaustive in character, but at the same time not only does 
the Government owes it to itself, not only does the Legislature owes 
it to itself, but the public at large has the right to know what is the 
kind of education or what are the kinds of education which are going 
to be controlled and supervised and developed under the new Board. 

Now, Sir, if you trace the history of the development of secondary 
education in this province, you will admit that one of the gravest defects 
which confronts us, — and it is not any particular community that is 
confronted with this question, it is a question that confronts all com- 
munities — Hindus, Muslims and Christians residing in this province, — 
is that the present system of secondary education has been pre- 
dominantly literary in character. That has been criticised by the 
Sadler Commission and that has produced certain results in the social 
and economic life of our province which seriously affect the integrity 
and welfare of all communities residing in Bengal. It is, therefore, 
necessary that secondary' education has to be given a new direction. 
It is not my purpose here to trace in detail the reason why secondary 
education came to he predominantly literary in character. Briefly 
speaking, the reason historically is that from the very beginning there 
was a demand that through these institutions a particular type of 
Bengalees would be created who would be suited for various kinds of 
work, mainly administrative in nature for the purpose of keeping 
intact the wheels of a bureaucratic machinery. That is how English 
education developed in this country nearly a hundred years ago, but 
to-day we find that the result has been chronic unemployment ; we find 
that our boys who pass the Matriculation Examination practically have 
no opening. They go to join the ordinary Intermediate classes. From 
there they do not know where to turn to. They go and join the 
ordinary degree colleges and then they go and overcrowd the University. 
There are now some openings in the lines of engineering, in the lines 
of medicine and in gome other technical lines, but they are of so slight 
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and insignificant character that the general trend of educational pro- 
gress has been seriously affected in the province as a whole. There- 
fore, we consider it essential that if the purpose of the Bill is not 
merely to control schools, most of whom have flourished in this province 
out of their own effort, if the purpose of the Bill is to effect real 
improvement in the educational system of the province, then all sides 
of the House must clearly demand it from t he Government that they 
enunciate their policy here and now that secondary education will not 
merely remain confined to general education of a literary type ns now 
but will definitely be directed to various channels in the lines indicated 
— technical, agricultural, industrial and commercial. This, 1 consider, 
Sir, to be a vital recommnedation which the Opposition is making and 
which the Coalition Party ought to accept without an> hesitation if the 
interest of education are really at its heart . 

Now, Sir, what are the objections win such education cannot form 
part of secondary education to-day? We have ln*en told that one of the 
objections is that there are insuperable practical difficulties in con- 
vincing certain departments of the Government to transfer control over 
these sections of education to the department of education. 1 am told 
that technical education and industrial education are controlled by cer- 
tain other Ministers of the Government and it will take months, it will 
take years before those Ministers can he convinced of a very elementary 
proposition which has got to he fulfilled if educational progress is really 
our goal. I cannot understand the logic or the sincerity of this 
objection. If you can by one stroke of the pen claim to bring under 
the control of t he Hoard nearh 1 ,.VMI schools who owe their exist- 
ence to private munificence and charity, who have never come to Gov- 
ernment with a beggar’s bowl in their hands, if you can do that with 
one stroke of the pen, what is there for the legislature to be prevented 
from demanding from the Government, here and now’, or say, in not 
more than a period of *i\ months, that Government must agree to 
transfer special education like technical, agricultural, industrial and 
commercial to the control of the new* Board of Secondary Education, 

There are two assets of the matter which we ought to bear in mind. 
There may be social types of schools which exclusively concern them- 
selves with such serial education, technical, agricultural, industrial 
and commercial, as we find to be in existence in some parts of the 
country, and particularly in all free countries outside India; or there 
may he education that w'ill be given a definite technical or vocational 
bias in the existing institutions thereby preparing the students for 
practical life in a better fashion than what they are capable of being 
to-day. This is one aspect of our proposal which I do not think has any 
communal tinge whatsoever, but is closely, very closely related to the 
future welfare of all communities in this province. I' n less this new 
Secondary Education Board is going to be a sham, it must bring under 
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its control with the least possible delay these types of special educa- 
tion for which a new policy will have to be devised and its administra- 
tion placed under the control of the Board. This is one aspect of the 
matter. 

The second is a more comprehensive definition of general education. 
This matter was debated yesterday from another angle of vision. There 
are many amongst us who hold that general education should be of a 
secular kind altogether. Many of us also hold this opinion that this new T 
Board which is going to be created should concern itself only with 
secular education. That proposition was placed before the House 
yesterday, debated, and the proposition was rejected. In other words, 
it is the view-point w’hich Government share with a majority of this 
House, which was explained by the Chief Minister yesterday that, so 
far as Muslim interests were concerned, there is a strong feeling amongst 
them that there must be included within the system of general educa- 
tion such elements of Islamic religion and traditions which they con- 
sidered to be vital for the completion of the education of their children. 
I shall make my position clear in respect of this matter. It is true 
that there has been this opinion strongly felt and expressed in this 
country for the last 100 years that general education should have 
nothing to do with religious education. But I believe, Sir, 
seeing things not onl\ as they are existing in our country, 
but seeing things as they are developing in countries out- 
side India, that it will be a fatal mistake if we divorce education from 
our highest religious ideals altogether I believe, Sir. that it is possi- 
ble to shape our educational policy in such a way not that we shall train 
our students in a ]>articulur religious dogma, or in the observance of 
particular religious rites, but our education may be so shaped and 
modelled as would he fundamentally based on those eternal truths which 
lie embedded in the religion of Islam or in the religion of Hindus. 
There will he no conflict whatsoever, for it is true that if religion has 
resulted in feuds, it is not that religion has been at fault ; the fault has 
been with men who mistook the scope and ideals of religion and tried 
to divert religion to purposes for which religion was not really meant. 
It is just like the place of science in the life of the people. To-day, 
science is being utilised, science is being prostituted to-day for the 
purpose of bringing devastation to humanity. Will any one dare 
say for that reason that science is bad. that science has to be neglected 
and relegated to the Background in educational institutions and in "the 
human society? On the other hand, the reply really would be that 
science was not intended, was not meant, for the destruction of human 
beings but it is man himself who has brought it down to that level. 
Similarly, if religious ideals and principles can be correctly related 
with our educational system so as not to turn out boys and girls from our 
institutions who would become narrow-minded bigots but will cultivate 
the true religious spirit and will also understand and respect religious 
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points of view of others, then I believe that a day will oome which will 
be good for the Hindus and the Muslims residing in Bengal and in 
India as a whole. The proposal which we make, therefore, if sum- 
marised comes to this: let there be different types of general education. 
Let one type of general education be entirely secular and open to all 
communities, which will have no connection whatsoever with any 
cultural or religious traditions of a particular community. ThaJ, will 
be followed by education which will also be partly secular. In other 
words, in imparting such education you will have English, vernacular, 
science, mathematics, rudiments of history and geography, Hindu or 
Islamic culture, the bias being so connected with the tradition and 
culture of the Islamic community or of the Hindu community that no 
community will have anything to fear of the other. Then you have 
lastly the (d) and (e) types of traditional traiuing which was imparted 
in the old type madrasahs and old toh which have existed in this 
country from time immemorial. 

The proposal which we are formulating contemplates that there will 
be final examinations at the end of these particular types of education. 
That is a point which I would like to make absolutely clear. If you 
look at the amendment which 1 have the honour of moving, general 
education which will include partly secular education open to all com- 
munities, will have at the end of each course a final examination on 
the passing of which it will be possible for candidates to go up for higher 
studies in the University or elsewhere. 

Similarly with regnrd to (b) education which will be partly secular 
and which will he connected with Islamic tradition, it will also have a 
final examination at the end permitting successful candidates to go and 
join the University or pursue their higher studies just as they may wish. 
So with regard to (c). 

So far as (d) and (e) are concerned, there will be separate exami- 
nations which of course will he based on orthodox training, not 
necessarily permitting them to join the University courses as they 
stand, hut permitting them to receive higher training in such educa- 
tional institutions as may he provided. 

That, in a nut-shell, is the scheme which I have the honour of 
presenting to the House on behalf of the Opposition. Without divulg- 
ing any secret, I may say this that it represents an agreement between 
the (Government and the Opposition as the discussions have been going 
on during the last fortnight. It has been agreed that if we approach 
the educational problem from this point of view it will not make the 
Moslems suspicious, it will not make the Hindus suspicious and that 
it will leave the door open for secular education where Hindus, Moslems 
and Christians may flock together without any reserve. It will leave the 
door open to those Moslems who desire to receive their education based 
on their faith and on their culture. It will give a fimilar right and 
14 
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privilege to the Hindus of the province and lastly it will leave the door 
open also for the Hindus and Moslems to receive their training 
according to strict orthodox lines as has been the case during the 
last one century or more in this province. 

The only difference betwen the agreement which has been reached 
between the Government and the Opposition, although the point of view 
was pressed by us, is with regard to the time-limit during which such 
special education like technical education, agricultural education, 
industrial education should be given effect to. It has been impressed 
upon us that the Government should be given a time-limit within 
which such education should be transferred to the Board. Of course, 
theoretically, and even from practical standpoint, we do not consider 
that there are insuperable difficulties in persuading some of our 
estimable Ministers to transfer the control of technical, agricultural, 
industrial and commercial education to the charge of the new Board 
of Secondary Education, but if there are insuperable difficulties it 
should not prove difficult for the Opposition and the Government to 
come to an agreement that a reasonable time-limit should be imposed 
within which Government will hand over the control of such types 
of special education to the Board. 

Sir, before I take my seat I would only say this that here we are 
considering a problem from an absolutely detached point of view, here 
we are considering the future development of secondary education in 
this province, not particularly for the purpose of dominating the interest 
of one particular group or community. We are visualising a system of 
education which will be devised in this province, which will give the 
fullest scope to technical and vocational education and to general 
education, wdiioh will give the fullest liberty to the Moslems of 
Bengal to develop their education according to lines which they consider 
to be right and proper, and similarly it will give equal right to the 
Hindus to develop their education in a manner consistent with their 
best traditions and ideals. I believe, Sir, that it is only on this basis 
of equality that Hindus and Mussalmans respecting t lie points of view 
of each other can sit together with their minds open absolutely to 
permit each other to develop their educational system in a manner 
consistent with their best traditions and in a manner which will lead 
to the highest development of the province as a whole. It is only 
then that it will be possible for the Board or any other constituted 
authority to frame a national system of education suited to the best 
ideals of our beloved motherland. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will remember that last week it was 
agreed that the House would either sit on Saturday or take up the 
Secondary Education Bill on Friday. Now I have seen the agenda for 
to-morrow and t^ere is nothing of importance. As regards Mr. Ghost's 
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Bill in which I am personally as much interested as any one else, I 
am told by the Chief Whip that Government are prepared to examine 
this question on its merits. In view of that, I suggest that the House 
may take up Secondary Education Bill to-morrow instead of meeting 
on Saturday, so that there may not be an extra day. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Negotiations are going on out- 
side. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, I k now. All I suggest is that instead of 
meeting on Saturday let us take up this Bill to-morrow. 

There is also another matter to which I want to refer. I think that 
all sections of the House have agreed that they will close the debate 
to-night on this clause. I understand that there is also a desire on 
the part of many members to attend the Town Hall meeting to condole 
the death of the Maharajudhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. If the House 
has no objection, I shall adjourn it for half an hour or so, especially 
in view’ of the assurance that has been given by all sections of the 
House that the debate on this clause will be closed to-night. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far as this side is concerned, we 
would like you to adjourn the House to enable members to attend the 
meeting. There is a further point. We would like you to have the 
convention established that in an important debate like this the 
Minister in charge should be present. I understand that he has also 
been called away to attend that meeting. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Would you give us a little time to 
consider the matter of extra day, so that we may inform you after the 
adjournment Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Otherwise we meet on Saturday. Instead of (hat, 
let us proceed with this Bill to-morrow. I find that the first Bill is 
sponsored by a member of the Coalition Party and the second Bill is 
that of Mr. Ghoee. 

Ik. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We have already lost many non- 
official days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know. 

The Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What I want to point 
out is that we think that to-morrow should be reserved for the Govern- 
ment Bill. It has been very much delayed and we feel that the House 
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ought to go on with it and if there is agreement, then it would be 
all right. Supposing there is no agreement , we shall hare to go on and 
continue the debate on this Bill on both Friday and Saturday. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to the Hon’ble 
Home Minister’s suggestion, before we express any opinion we want 
time tp consider it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As far a9 this debate is concerned, I think it will 
be closed to-night. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI. Yes, particularly in view 
of the absence of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In that case, we have no 
objection. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I must object to the 
suggestion of the Hon’ble Home Minister. In your chamber, when 
the other day on (he question of ajourning the House on account of 
the death of the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, there was a 
talk, the leaders of all parties were present and I was also present. 
There was only a question of accommodation in respect of the loss of 
that particular day. It is preposterous now for the Home Minister to 
suggest that the Government want to have both Friday and Saturday. 
There was absolutely no talk like that. 

.Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I did not claim that on 
the basis of the agreement. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. You want to deprive us of 
another day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Provided it is agreed that the debate on this 
olause will be closed to-night, I have no objection to adjourn the House 
for half an hour or so. ' „ 

(No objection was raised.) 

(The House was then adjourned till 6-30 p.m.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think at this stage I should take this opportunity 
to announce thafc the matter as to when we should meet — whether we 
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should have the Secondary Education Bill on Friday or whether we 
should meet on Saturday as arranged — has been discussed between 
ourselves and the Chief Whips. In view of the fact that there has 
been an agreement between the Opposition and the Government that 
we should have Non-official Bills on Friday because there has been no 
non-official day this session at all, and as I understand the Opposition 
is prepared to meet on Saturday, I feel that this will meet the purpose. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. Sir, ns I said, we want 
both Friday and Saturday for Government business. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I told them about this but they are not willing. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I make an 

appeal to the Opposition leaders. After all, Government, as far as 
this session is concerned, brought in two major Hills. With a view to 
meet the wishes of the Opposition to a certain extent and with a view 
to bring about an agreement on these two measures, they agreed to 
the recommittal of one of the Hills to the Select Committee and, as far 
as the other Hill was concerned, Government agreed to sit unofficially 
with the leader of the Opposition in older to bring about an ugreed 
Bill. At the request of both parties this House lias been adjourned 
on a number of days in the hope that wo will he able to bring about a 
settlement and get an agreed Hill. 

The position now is that we want that if there is no agreement, 
Government should be in a position to get this Hill through or at least 
as far as possible before the end of the sesion, and I would appeul to 
the leaders of the Opposition and particularly to J>r. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee, who is not here and who is keenly interested in this Bill, 
to take into consideration the attitude adopted by Government. 

(At this stage Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: I)r. Mookerjee has come. You 
may now repeat what you have said. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. As I said, I have appealed 
to the leaders of the Opposition and also to Dr. Syamaprasad Mooker- 
jee who is keenly interested in this Bill that in case there is no agree- 
ment, at least to make a genuine attempt to get this Bill through this 
session. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee was not here and I would like 
to repeat that two major Bills were introduced and with a view to 
bringing about an agreement and better relationship between the two 
communities, Government agreed to the recommittal of one of the Bills 
and with regard to the other Bill, they agreed to sit informally with 
the leaders of the Opposition for the purpose of coming to a settlement 
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gnd we had to adjourn a number of days, when we could have gone 
on with the Bill, merely for the purpose of coming to a settlement. 
In case we do not come to a settlement, we would like that full oppor- 
tunity should be taken of the remaining days of the session either to 
finish this Bill this session or to get as far ahead as possible. Otherwise, 
the position is that practically during the whole of this session we have 
spent such a large number of days doing nothing whatsoever. In view 
of the fact that we have made practically a very genuine attempt and 
an attempt has been made on both sides for a settlement as far as the 
Secondary Education Bill is concerned, it will be only fair and proper, 
I submit, on the part of the Opposition if they will allot as many days 
as possible and sit as long as they can in order to get this Bill through. 

Sir, as far as parliamentary procedure is concerned — I am speaking 
subject to correction — when important Bills are brought in, there are 
rules in Parliament for suspension of certain rules to enable those 
Bills to get through. Unfortunately, we have not got such rules here; 
otherwise it would have been possible for us also to get along. But 
whatever powers we have within our rules, those powers should be 
allowed to lie exercised and we would like to exercise them with the 
co-operation and consent of the Opposition to enable us to get ahead 
with this Bill and, if possible, to try to finish it It may be argued 
that in the number of days that are left it may not be possible with the 
best effort and with genuine attempt on the part of the House to 
finish this Bill before the end of the session. I am prepared to uccept 
that proposition, but I still feel that members of the Coalition Party, 
Government and, I submit, the other members of the House should put 
forth their best effort so that they may feel that they have 
conscientiously discharged their duty during this session and the whole 
of this session has not been entirely wasted ami that something has 
been achieved. Therefore, I would request that the honourable 
members will agree to have Government business done on Friday. 
Just ns 1 said, the rules contemplate that in case of emergency or 
necessity Government can requisition non-official days for Government 
business. At the time when this rule was discussed, those who were 
members of the Commit tee will remember that Government were very 
reluctant to give an absolute power that Friday should always be for 
non-official business. According to the parliamentary practice we 
maintain and it was provided in the rules that whenever Government 
felt it necessary for Government business they would be able to 
requisition non-official days for Government business 

Dr. NALINA8KHA SANYAL: That is not in the rule. 

Th« HOft’bla KhWiJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it is there. I 
am speaking from memory subject to correction. I think there is in 
the rule provided that Government, if they like 
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Mf« SPEAKERS The rule runs thus: Except at the meeting on 
Friday of each week, Government business, unless the Governor other- 
wise directs, shall have precedence at every meeting of the Aasmbly, 
provided that, with the permission of the Speaker, Government 
business may have precedence on any Friday. So, there is that power. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is subject to the Speaker’s per- 
mission. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, with the consent of 
the Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if l am permitted to discuss 
what passed in the Rules Committee, Sir Nuzimuddin will remember 
that there we ver\ definitely made it clear that the Speaker will not 
give his consent in this regard unless emergencies arise like war or 
something like this when then* would be necessity for suspending the 
rule. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sure that at the 
time when these rules were discussed, war was not there. The pre- 
cedent of the House of Commons was quoted. In the House of Commons 
Government have got absolute right. Here in view of the representation 
of the Opposition, Government agreed to have the consent of the 
Speaker, and they felt sure that in cases where Government could make 
out a good case, they would naturally get the consent of the 
Speaker. For this reason may I submit here that this is one of these 
cases where we feel that we are genuinely entitled to have “Friday” 
for Government business, because as far as this Bill is concerned, we 
have adjourned the business of the House for a number of days when 
we could have gone on with the Bill, to enable both sides to come to an 
agreement with the result that now we are reduced to a position where 
we may not even he able to get through this Bill in this session? 
Therefore, I submit, Sir, on behalf of the Government that this is one 
of those cases as contemplated in the rules where Government should 
be allowed to have “Friday” for official business instead of non-official 
business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I correct you in one point? 
The House of Commons has got no authority there for the Government 
to change the date. It is the Speaker only who can do so. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacct): No; no. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes; I shall show you the rules 
presently. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Anyhow let me clear up the position. I think 
for the time being we might forget everything, about rules, etc. Sir 
Nazim uddin has made an appeal. As a matter of fact, we have lost 
a number of days with a view to try to come to an honest agreement, 
and I believe that if the history of these negotiations, and the efforts 
that have been made to make these negotiations successful, are ever 
published, everyone in Bengal will pay a genuine tribute to everybody 
who has been in that conference. In view of these facts, and as 
Government have lost so many days in view of the arrangements which 
they propose to make, is it possible, by agreement of all sections of the 
House and, without jeopardising the rights of the House, for the 
Opposition to agree to Sir Nazimuddin’s proposal? I think, Sir 
Nazimuddin, this is what you want to say. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr* 8PEAKER* After all, it should be realised that if there is a 
compromise, the whole perspective will be changed. There is absolutely 
no doubt about that. In case no compromise becomes possible, at least 
they will be able to explain to their party saying that “we are going 
on with this Bill,” and thus make their position easy. I feel that 
probably Government will have a better case for their own party if there 
is an understanding arrived at. 


Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY* Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not know if 
I have heard Sir Nazimuddin correctly, but 1 think he said that there 
had been many adjournments merely for the purpose of compromise. 
I do not like the word “merely.” I think, Sir, if we have spent sorno 
time for compromise, it has been very well-spent, and as you have said 
if ever the proceedings of this conference were published, everybody 
would pay tribute to the sincerity and determination of the members 
who have tried for compromise. 

Now, Sir, as regards the extra day I understand Mr. Bose and 
Dr. Mookerjee agreed that there should be an extra day, because there 
was an adjournment to condole the death of the Maharajadhiraja of 
Burdwan. We are prepared to sit on Saturday morning. That would 
suit us, but as regards Friday, that is a day reserved for non-official 
purposes and we are not prepared to give up that date. We have 
already lost many Fridays. Therefore, Sir Nazimuddin, — I am 
addressing you directly, — I am making this suggestion that we are 
prepared to sit on Saturday morning, but as regards Friday I request 
you to leave that day for non-official business. After all, if we oome 
to a compromise, 4he whole thing will be finished very soon. Taking 
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the worst view of things, if we do not come to an agreement, it will not 
be possible or wise for you to rush this Bill through in this manner. 
Tou will have to give us some time for proper discussion and voting. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope there will be no misunderstanding. The 
Opposition have agreed to sit on Saturday. There is no difficulty about 
that. Sir Nazimuddin has said that if there be an agreement that they 
will meet on Saturday, is it further possible that the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill will also be taken up on Friday instead of non-official business P 
That question is wholly foreign, namely, whether they will meet, on an 
extra day or not. As a matter of fact, they are meeting on an extra 
day, they will meet on Saturday. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir, 1 am glad that Sir 
Nazimuddin has acknowledged the spirit in which the work has been 
carried on in the Conference by both sides, but I join issue with him 
when he says that on account of the adjournments which were 
necessitated by this Conference Government have lost several days in 
connection with the Secondary Education Bill. I would also like to 
remind him that it is not the Government alons who have lost some 
days, but the Opposition also who have lost as many as three non- 
official days. It was by mutual agreement that we agreed to have the 
sittings of the Assembly adjourned in order to see that the good work 
which was being carried on outside the Assembly might be brought to 
a successful fruition. Therefore, so far as the loss of days is concerned, 
we are on a par with each other. We are also very much anxious to 
maintain our rights with regard to non-official days, particularly in 
view of the fact that several non-official Hills and resolutions have been 
tabled from this side of the blouse, and, if there has been a loss both 
sides have lost their days. Under the circumstances, I do not think, 
Sir Nazimuddin can insist that the Opposition may be called upon to 
lose another non-official day in order to enable Government to carry 
on the discussion with regard to the Secondary Education Bill. So 
far as the programme already circulated to us is concerned, to-morrow 
is the last non-official day of this session and non-official business still 
outstanding may to some extent be brought up to-morrow and the 
members may get a chance of placing iheir viewpoints in connection 
witli the business which is pending in the agenda for to-morrow. I 
would, therefore, ask Sir Nazimuddin not to insist upon annexation of 
another non-official day to the official list of days, but to be content with 
the offer which has been made from this section of the House that we 
agree in view of the assurances given by Mr. Bose and Dr. Mookerjee 
that we shall ait on Saturday this week. I think having regard to the 
spirit to which reference has already been made, Sir Nazimuddin would 
not do anything to ruffle the atmosphere and to disturb that spirit by 
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ins isting upon having one extrarday out of the non-official' side, although 
it is admitted by him that that will not help him to dispose of the BiH 
in this session. If that is not humanly possible, why insist upon having 
one day, the last day, from the non-official side and deprive ut of the 
right, a valued right, which we have secured by discussion in the Rules 
Committee? This point I am requesting Sir Nazimuddin to consider. 
If by annexing one more day he could have a reasonable chance of 
finishing during this session all the motions which have been tabled 
that would have been a different matter. In that case the value of this 
one day would have been enhanced. Having regard to the fact that 
ther$ is hardly any human chance of this Bill with its enormous 
importance being finished in this session, as Sir Nazimuddin himself 
lias been pleased to state, I am appealing to him again in response to 
bis appeal not to insist upon having this non-official day of all non- 
official days — this being the last one — but to he satisfied with our 
willing offer to sit on Saturday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I suggest one thing, and I hope this will 
meet with approval of all sections of the House. After all a day means 
three hours and I can with the consent of all sections of the House 
get another extra three hours in about 5 or (i working days. I hope 
this will satisfy all sections of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before any decision is taken, may 
I draw your attention to the House of Commons Manual of Procedure, 
Standing Order No. 4, published at page 2t>4 of the House of Commons 
Manual and refresh the memory of both Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. 
Fazlur Rahman who poses to he the constitutional expert of the 
Coalition Party? The rule runs thus: — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are also the constitutional expert of 
the other side! (Laughter.) 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: It reads as follows: “Unless the 
House otherwise direct — 

(ii) Government business shall have precedence at every sitting 
except after a quarter past eight on Tuesday and Wednesday 
and the sitting on Friday;’’ 

and this is explained in a note stating that “the practical effect of this 
order is before Easter private members have the time after 8-15 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Wednesday and the sittings of Friday for their busi- 
ness, priority being reserved on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for notices 
of motions and on Fridays for public Bills other than Government Bills, 
commonly called private members’ Bills’’. 
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SPEAKER! Thaf will do. I take it that £he House has 
agreed to my suggestions* 

Mtuljfi 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Hare the Opposition agreed to 
itP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Leave that to me. I think we can certainly work 
half an hour or three-quarters of an hour extra on other days and thus 
make it up. 

Now; as regards the programme, I am unxious to know what, is going 
to be the future programme. 1 hope that it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to finish on -the 18th. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We are not in a posi- 
tion just now to say that. We may be able to intimate to you in two 
or three days’ time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am particularly anxious to know it. I did not 
want to say it, but it is a fart which is probably known to many — that 
for the last few days 1 have been working under very great dis- 
advantages, but as I feel that I have a duty to perform I am carrying 
on in spite of my discomforts and ill-health. It would be of great 
convenience to me if I know definitely the date on which the session 
will close. Will it he possible for Government to let us know to-morrow 
at least? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: lly Monday we shall be 
able to let you know. 

The Hon’ble Mr A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We shall try to intimate 

to you on Saturday if possible. »■ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ^ ou know very well that one has to make 
arrangements and it is difficult to make them within two or three days. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. It would be impossible to reserve 
accommodation on trains unless timely notice is given. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not looking at it from that point of view. 
If I am to continue, it will be under great personal disabilities, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. After that appeal, I do not think 
that anything need be said from this side. So far as the last data is 
concerned, we have very definite views that 18 th should positively be 
the last date. After that our religious ceremonies sbegin. 
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Mr. iFEAKIRl This 'amendment is fery contentions, and if a 
closure motion is moved, Government will not have an opportunity to 
explain, and I feel that the House ought to know' the Government point 
of view. I* think that the rules permit me to call upon the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to give a reply afyer one speaker has apoken and then 
allow the debate to continue with other speakers. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, 1 have much pleasure in supporting the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 
My previous speakers have explained that the definition of secondary 
education as it is found in the Bill is not satisfactory because it really 
does not define what is meant by secondary education, but it simply 
gives a negative view of the definition of secondary education and it 
gives a great amount of discretion to the provincial Government to say as 
to whether any other form of education comes within the purview of 
secondary education or not. Sir, it would be an easy matter to leave 
many thiriga to the provincial Government bh it is likely to be in the 
ordinary course of business. But as matters stand at present, I must 
confess that there is a great amount of distrust in the Government as 
it is constituted to-day. The Government which has got the destiny 
of this province and which is going to be vested with these wide 
powers does not equally enjoy the confidence of a considerable portion 
of the population of this province and naturally in the communal 
atmosphere which is prevailing in the country at present and in this 
province in particular it becomes difficult to leave matters to the pro- 
vincial Government and to its discretion, especially a matter which is 
of such vital importance as the definition of secondary education. The 
whole Bill rests upon this idea as to what we mean by secondary educa- 
tion and what are the things which we want to entrust to the Secondary 
Education Board. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that we should 
give a definition of secondary education in the Bill itself and should 
not leave it to the discretion of the Provincial Government to include 
one branch of education or the other. It is with a view to safeguard 
this position that the present amendment has been moved by my 
esteemed friend Dr. Mookerjee who is well conversant with the educa- 
tional problems of this province. So far as the definition goes, it 
elaborates what are the things which we wish to include within its 
sphere. Firstly, we say that there should he secular education, and 
secondly we say that it should comprise also special education. So 
far as special education is concerned, I don’t think that there is much 
dispute between the different sections of this House as the Chief 
Minister said the other day the objection from the point of view of 
Government is not because the Government does not want to bring it 
within its purview but because the Government feels that it is difficult 
for the Government at one stroke to take upon its shoulders tire 
responsibility of special education in this province. Sir, in order to 
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toeet this contingency sufficient safeguards can be introduced in the 
Bill empowering the Government to defer the taking oyer of this 
special branch of education for a short time or for such time as may 
be thought expedient. But the real controversy Which rages in th^l 
House is with regard to the question as to whether religious education 
should form part and parcel of secufar education" or not. Enough has 
been said about the importance or the unimportance of religious educa- 
tion being imparted in these secondary schools. M}' friends on one 
side have stated that religious education should be absolutely discard- 
ed. On the other side, friends have insisted upon religious education 
to be put in the forefront of our secondary education. 

Sir, so far as our education is concerned we are primarily concerned 
with the type of education which could give us our dal bhat and that 
is the education which the Government is going to provide for. {^ir, 
I do not wish to minimise the importance of religion in the life of a 
human being, especially in a country like India in which religion plays 
such an important part in our everyday life. So far as even Muslim 
countries such as Eg vpt and Turkey are concerned in order to have 
political advancement of the country, they have relegated religion to 
a very unimportant position. They have thought that religion brings 
conservatism and impedes the political advancement of the country* 
Therefore in the larger interests of the country, they have not given 
undue importance to religion in the everyday affairs of the country. 
But so far as our country is concerned, we are still politically back- 
ward. We have not still got that yearning for independence, that 
yearning for political advancement which is absolutely present in those 
countries, which have achieved their independence, and that is the 
reason why even at the cost of independence, we are laying too much 
stress upon our religious differences in this country. 

So far as our Congress Tarty is concerned, it stands for political 
freedom of this country and that is the goal which it has got in its 
view and that is the reason why we do not want that the question of 
religion should form a very integral part of our studies which are 
imparted under the auspices of a government which must be com- 
munal in its nature on account of the situation in which we are living 
at present. This does not mean that we do not desire that there should 
be a religious education in this province or in this country, but wdiat 
we^lo wish to emphasize is that we do not wish to impede the political 
advancement of the country by laying too much stress upon religiou 
and religion alone. Sir, so far as religion develops the character of a 
human being, such as truthfulness, honesty, integrity and all these 
qualities, there is no difference^ between one religion and tie other, 
whether it is Hinduism or Muhammadanism or Buddhism or whatever 
religion it may be. Every religion will insist upon truth, updi ( non- 
violence, upon honesty and upon those qualities jvhich are essential 
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for the material advancement of a human being in any society, in any 
country whatsoever. The difference lies in dogmas and beliefs which 
have got very little connection with the material problems which con- 
cern one country or the other. Whether we believe in Ram or Krishna 
or whether we believe in Allah or other God, it is immaterial so far as 
the question of dal bhat is concerned, and that is the question with 
which we are concerned. 

Sir, so far as our country is concerned religious dogma has created 
havoc. It has impeded our progress in this country, it has been a clog 
on the wheel of political advancement. In spite of GO years of agita- 
tion which has been carried on by the Congress in order to achieve 
Hindu-Muslim unity we are yet as far distant from the achievement of 
our goal as we were 50 years before; rather our progress has been 
impeded. In this view of things we would have very much liked to do 
away with the religious aspect of the education in our secondary schools. 
But after all we have got to face the realities of the situation and the 
realities are that our country is ridden with religion and Hindus and 
Muslims alike feel that religion must be imparted in our school educa- 
tion. We must be educated in the tenets of religion, and if that be 
go, unless and until there is a change in the mentality of the people 
inhabiting this country we have got to take the position as it is and 
we have got to yield to a position which is not the ideal position con- 
sidering the interests of the country. It is for this reason, Sir, that 
this amendment has been moved. This has been moved not only to 
provide for the education of Muslim religion and culture but also to 
provide for the education of Hindu religion and culture. Really, Sir, 
as soon as the Muslims of the province desire that in the secondary 
schools in which Hindu and Muslim children are going to be educated 
side by side, that the system of their religion and their culture should 
be one of the main curriculums of such schools, there is no reason why 
the Hindus should not insist upon provisions being made for their 
religion and their culture. The case is just like this. When a Mamdo 
on the tamarind tree of the Hon’ble Chief Minister is going to create 
a disturbance, there should be a Brahmadaitya to protect others from 
such disturbances. It is nothing else than that. It is a counter-blast 
of what the other side wants. It is just a counter-blast of a Mamdo 
by a Brahmadaitya. 

As appears from the remark of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee I feel 
that that i» one of the clauses which has been agreed upon between the 
Government aud the Opposition, and I feel that there is no reaeon 
why, if the Government feel that this is the right state of affairf which 
ought to find provision in the Bill, they should not accept our amend- 
ment, irrespective of other considerations which are there. This ie all 
I have got to say, £ir. 
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Mr. R« 4 . HAWKINGS I Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to giro the 
views of my party on this amendment. We feel, Sir, that the defmitioxr 
of secondary education in the Bill is unsatisfactory. It does not give 
sufficient direction to enable the Board to direct their activities and 
clause 9(a) under which Government may by notification declare any 
form of education not to be secondary education seems to us undesir- 
able. We welcome, therefore, any definition which will give clear 
indication as to the lines which the different forms of secondary 
education will take. 

With regard to the first two clauses of the amendment we have no 
special comment to make. 

Sir, we listened yesterday to a numWr of impassioned speeches 
from the honourable members of the Opposition calling for education 
of a universal form instead of national ones. Without in any way 
decrying these admirable sentiments we feel that practical difficulties 
of the coming years are more likely to be met by clauses (/>), (c) , (r/) 
and (<*) of this amendment than by any optimistic hopes of an 
undefined universal culture which India has never yet seen. 

As regards technical education, we feel that in any definition of 
secondary education it is of the utmost importance to define technical, 
agricultural and industrial education in its various forms. We have 
spoken on this point at some length on previous occasions and we feel 
that any addition or alteration in this Bill which will enable the Board, 
when it is constituted, to implement special training of this kind, 
particularly as regards engineering, agricultural and allied trades will 
be of definite advantage. 

But in this amendment as it stands there is no provision for any 
period during which the Board should take over these various institu- 
tions and we feel it is unreasonable to expect the Board, as soon as it 
is constituted, to take over the control of the various technical and 
agricultural institutions. We fed, therefore, that there should be a 
period of 4, 6 or possibly 6 years during which the Board will taka 
over gradually, without interruption of their work, these institutions. 

We understand that Government are not prepared to accept such 
a revised amendment as they first wish to consult the various depart- 
ments concerned. We understand further that if an amendment similar 
to this but with the necessary provision for a transitional period is moved 
in the Council Government would accept it. In such a case, Sir, we 
would support that amendment and hope that it will improve the Bill. 

(Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble the Chief Minister will now speak. 
Mr. Das Gupta may speak after him. 
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Dr, NALINAKBHA SANYALJ Sir, is it fair? We hare still 
time. There was a District Magistrate in my district who said, “Let 
me pass the sentence and the pleader may speak thereafter.” 
(Laughter.) It would be like that. 


The Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ? I won’t say many things. 
I will only say a few words and then take you to some room over there, 
#o that we may sit together and work and try if we can come to an 
agreement. 

Sir, I very much regret that the proceedings of the House during 
the last few days have been lacking something in reality. We have 
been carrying and speeches are being delivered not for the purpose of 
having a real debate but for the purpose of killing time. (Cries of 
“No, no” from the Congress Benches.) We are placed in an awkward 
position. If there is a settlement, there will be a happy ending of all 
our troubles, but if unfortunately there is no settlement we have been 
pushed to a position, from which escape for us is impossible, for the 
Coalition Party will take us to task saying that we have not been able 
to show this session any substantial work towards placing this Bill 
on the statute book. I do not blame anybody. We are still waiting 
to see that this settlement is arrived at. The difficulty has been, 
Sir, that we have been trying to solve a problem which has baffled 
solution up to now in whatever form it has come up and the best of 
politicians have failed. If we can do something, Sir, it will be a 
record event in the political history of India. I am going to make a 
final attempt witli my friends and I hope we renew our labours with 
the best wishes of all concerned in the welfare of education in this 
country. 

Before I go, Sir, I wish to make the Government position 
absolutely clear. The motion that was moved yesterday is very much 
on the same lines as the present motion except that this is more 
explicit and it does not exclude non-secular education. As I pointed 
out yesterday, Government agree that these forms of special education 
must form part of the secondary education in this country. (Cries of 
“Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches.) But unfortunately 
according to the division of work many of these forms of additional 
activities are entrusted to various departments and we require a sort 
of transition period. We cannot immediately transfer the administra- 
tion of vocational and other education to any Board unless prepara- 
tions are made beforehand to hand over the control from the present 
heads of departments to the Board. From that point of view, this 
motion is not acceptable, but I give this promise that we shall take 
this matter into consideration and it may be that at a later stage— if 
there is a compromise, at whatever stage it may be decided — we will 
implement the suggestions that have been made in this motion in the 
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definition of secondary education. I do not eay that we are opposed 
to the motion, but at the present moment we cannot accept it. But 
if I oppose it, it does not mean that Government does not accept the 
suggestion that this should form part of secondary education. It is 
only on account of technical difficulties that we cannot accept the 
motion in the present form, and from that point of view and also with 
a view to leave the House now 1 have no other comments to make, I 
am sorry I have got to oppose the motion. 


Sri jut NARENDRA NATH DA8 OUPTA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4* 
for tor 4 ?: *r«rr ot stro 

tsi *rf* Ff«Tt^ vz TOra *f'o c f 4$ TOft* 

¥1*3 r^TI, I Vocational Education >I1TO *JT 

snrW oTO fWCSH cn feft Vocational Educations FfrTOc&r 

ffaft to* fro wfirvi ft 

+< +- 

*5T?fr TO <31 TOHR ^ | frjfa TO rc^ General 

Education4* ^47 CTO Secular Education «ft?PT4 

srt «rf 44; ftTO tovi i <TOi CTO CTO 

a Pro TOfc Pro tt<i to to— 

^rft fms toto *r*t •tS* i ?w; 4TO? wfo to rt TO* 

TO 1 <71 ftTO <©ta C*1 5 (TO TTO *ftCT, CTOCoTC^ 

toi <fc*5pr Pro ‘'tnrft <$fai *ttt3 *ti i i 

\5te] St * to sn i ’TO c* cTO *m facara 

<3TN «TO ^TftTO 4^’ ^t^T'T^T? tffe ftlttTOTO *FTOi 
^7^ ^1 I (j ^fenT^fatTOJl ** TOTO TTOlTO 

cfa 4T 3*fT ScVTT I ^rt<PTl ^TCTCj CoTtTTW JC Ttf*d 4 *Tvtt^ (TTttF 

to *tH *fc«t ^rfirbiron to 4*rTO*fir c^rfrror to 4i trffa 
TO c*r to rtfaro to ^trai, TO'TOsi '<5 

TOT CTO 3TO TO? fV 5TO < 4tTO ? $1$ CTOrrft ^faCTO TOTfc 

^▼JhK^r «ftr^ i cws *ftfw( TO tot <rt- 

Prro to^ to TOrar srttftrro i'ferm nro ^ i <tt 

7m % C*5\ TOTO vtfhr TOTC-f tot tffero toc^t 

tort tnm^^tro^ tot 4^ ctpr 6 ^ 

I CTOTO f3iRF, TOT Mtfi, HP53 tocto toit, ^tronr 
»j?j ’srtPtst c*tN 4^* c'n^ tfwrrv 1 # 

cg?«n cTO5 ^ i crt ^ i ferfTO ctpr^ Tft ^f roy^ ftroro* ^rcfi 
«n ^ toc«t ^tronr tot Tf^rronr 4^t ^ ^ cTO 

Ijp ^ g^5 TOTOl ^ *lf%5tfTO TO ’TTOfl ’fl I Off’t® 

15 
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WR fctSVIS* VISES <71* C5*l Vjfs Sts tfN<5 Vtf% 1K$ #f03 *11nfs I 
4 ore 1 RiPft Pm *srsfps cvsi^l teirtft vssis ton i cn Rjfwjpwqfn* 
vt rcs% ts«fs st^s vfc vssfs sst «tfsvf»'3 vsfsi vissi fsortt sir$* 
rsttsifss stw new «i<.t* (Bliss exists sis Si^f^ i >5Rn is 'sirs vtsirss 

ftf^5 VtSI^ l 3tCJ V'SV'SfS V* SIVl? SWISS SfolV tfTNH NBTC? IS ft 

a srsfos <ms tfisis??. cs* Nti«t sisters «ri a sivfer Sss f%fo net 
fan sirs (Biers ^vis tjntm % «t*i f5^r-.rmr=r ststs *irr Ssis vtfr- 
vtfvsi ^s <s*ft 1 "(Wot iettstfr sf% Jii vsi csrs fscs ct sttvssi 
CN«frN ni a newfoftn Pm Proses Ssfc vm" Pm 4st eftvSr vtsis 
vfoss s$ /rirPm ’nrrs vt«tf% visits i 'S'fte otseBs Ren (stfvcs csfs i 
csfts (5ts(5 »{f«rtk'5 si^Ibb Tts 'srfJpFts vts% ( 5 Ss wt'ft? Pm gwB% 
’^t^pr ■w shpv s i v vtipr vis ■'TO? &$s i or fss c’ft Pm vtffftfosssi- 
fssts sis *t$n cn$ fss csrv? vsisc'a* vssf($ vtso ?s i vfsr sf(r ( 5 ts( 5 - 
<f>T! e*f t[V(5 wt($ts(Bts ®ss nncs vs, sfs (Bfrv tfv(5 sssirss 

Ssb si^tus? vs (stv’rs vtw (sts Pmrv fssti> stssijis visef <as’ 
S’Ts tff%(|i3 vsre si ststs “Ntsfa^n, sfe, ^t€tvsi ” rvss 
slat strvr *rtTsPra sis i 

(5fs*ts vsi sib* vissi fTftcs ^sisss SNsts srsr vises <w (strv 
sets ®*ts tffelttj vsesBifB^ cs^s? wi vtfs ^vsi vflvts vfs si cs 
sets sirs ert*r orei vrefsjfs, stststfl, rtstrtfs Btsrg i stsrira 
CS CSFtS ssig' cs CNTS fivst? $»Pm VIS vn»fvM VSTO »ttIS I S&ltv 
Wcsti*t wt^tvsts sirs siststfs, sfststft R«rr^ i « 4 V st§ v»ts sli|s nt^Is^i 
• tsvPra vis sUrmstmt "^si pfvsts' vsr^ i fvsi scs jivu ssn ict 
S) CS VtSSl Vl<Sl«\jU CV?lTO (B*tmi VSS SI I vfv *tt*5lT5T VS® (SWISS 

smstois vis ^sts slslisT ’jPt^ls sivs $»ts »j-;rss ^Isn Pistil^ SIS “fs^- 
fssjtsTS cScvfsalsPm Sfessla” ^vsi ssi bis si — fiv c'ssprstis vjv- 
S»f*I si -SS- TtS'SS CStV srts ssts VtSl'lV fsivtss STf%SK5 TtlS^S 
SfiiStsv vis sffira vsr^ sis s^iv ^ vsra ssi ^s ibis vftv^s 
^t'^i vis fv^ nos sirs si i vttw*'i* »rt Pms f%f%s fc4st sri^ls #(ss . 
ststftrv sTlss sisi «ttfsstfsv tftssiv sWf sis i s^iv sis fiir sfv 
Nff% sfJlSS tflBil VSl 5S'5tS’lS^51 SCTSyjfSf^STSSIS I vtwts VIS srfs 
Pm cs? fv« sis fv vprturs cvi«f stfs sis fsis stststfs ststslfs 

VS SIB? T 'SI SB I sfs SI ’is IfV'J frvi (STTlSISS SST fSIS ^%IS •t'g'S 

'sfsis s<fS'iB'5i cstivsi qirs Pits srfs sirs fssn virus sbsi vis 
vsslslflcv v'sssnr iSssu vis SS1T csiss srsr fr sw <asi vsmr 
Wlsi =vf vis cspw s^sts siss vsro *mrs si i vltv^ vis <s$ 
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<ii"3.v.v ■ fifpt ^rrg prftjftf] w fro g^j 

tspT ft’Ti cwffir gnrftrthrsi w crfh ^s?f? «rfft *fii «rtf- 
Rf ICV Vftrfo ft Tt?n -sf-uifire th feffo ow? ^tcs <n$ f*w 

jftig jpftcsnr grer* tot fays to! *tror ist? »rmi iSfasi "<rtn 

ffti: jpUJii: i” 

?rtt gfrarw tot, sfin to* i «rwm orc-ft 
■ rt faq 't iv g *ft»* >prft Ture 5ftft & i =n^ft «pifc^ '«PRt? tot frfi- 
«t*f% go? <?ft , wif%n r orfR 'srosrpra i tp^^s Jim fcsft *c# 

sr’t^r «« girts « , Jrf*rn frpr sre *i ^ ^ eft <’Sr 5 F, sfica « sfftFi 
jtm't 5 rRi nt«pn {*m «rS Fwa wift< r’*! in i fVg aft ^firai grw 
w fan nftitf*^ isft <rfti gm ’nn nft nfin « ?t«fi ro pri gant; 
g ifc rfe ren *r*r Tigm Tft <rft .iw; »rfcTt«fn g«ft <?tMft *csr c^rein cto 
*ttr* i isft’ftft’nfK’l^cs?^ i Rft “ift: *ftt:,*ifr: i” ^ 

ta’fsfi wtft <?r c^Ttrv w <frt? tpri wt <w T^stw wfJ 

?to *tfto gftH < ft"'tc?nr 5 i*tt *ftfttf? sMl»tf*r ^ toi «tt’*trw TOT to 
c%rt' ’s'Wott crft i *rfa Rro c&m CTO <rk* ^r cfsm 

Trm srro *from tc<t *fa , *tOT 7 vm *tftM w ^3 ^«rtTO tprft 

?n rotffa tf 1% ^«n v 3 fam <*rta$ <ro to 1 <n?shf fef%* 

$*fa R^n znr 4 *; ^Tt’ffa nr $tro ^tfrtf 

dfaR ^r v 3 ^rt'prtK ns ; c^rttr^ fnj, ^jtts ^1 01 crfs <frtf 

^ <tMsni ?jfj few fe^fn *nr tot 

feffes nra *tt& 1 ^n to tor H ^itro < R t|t«r ns ^rtft 

tot 4*ap$ ^ 1 stfe to 5jrfa ^ <Ttn? ^ Sk^ 
^tTrfl ^ i *rtn sffesTt'4 to ntto tfv ^n n:n 

^Tt^t ns ^kh R^zr i 

The motion of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjep that for sulMsIaiM ( 9 ) 
of clause 2 including the proviao the following be substituted, viz.; — 

“(9) ‘Secondary Education' means education other than Primary, 
or Post-Matriculftion Examination includes — 

(i^ General Education, namely: — 

(a) Secular Education open to all communities, 

(It) Education which combines instruction in general aub- 
jects with instructions in subjects appertaining to 
Islamic culture and religion, 

(c) Education which combines instruction m gen^l 
subjects with instructions in subjects appertaining >to 
Hindu culture and religion, 
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( d ) Education entirely in subjects appertaining to Islamic 

culture and religion, and 

( e ) Education entirely in subjects appertaining to Hindu 

^culture and religion, and. $ 

(it) Special Education, namely: — 

(a) Tech»i<jfil Education, 

(bfr Agricultural Education 

(c) Industrial Education, 

(d) Commercial Education, and 

(e) Other types ef vocational and special education as the 
* Board Aiay determine .”, 


was then put and a diviison taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 61. 


Abel rail, MtM. 

Mlarjryt ChoMhur/, Maharaja laahl Kanta, of 
Maktagaeha, Mymsnslngh. 

AsJmoiiin Abmai, Mr. 

Saaarjaa, Mr. Praiaatba Nath. 

SaatrJI, Mr. f. 

Sansrjl, Mr. latya Prtya. 

Sanaa, Saha Praaihari. 

Baaa, Mr. laataah Knmar.?. * . 

Shaw ml h. Dr. Qablnia Qhanira. 

Obafcrabarty, Mr.iatlaira Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Saba Narsnira Narayaa. 

•baaibnrt, Sal Hartnira Natb. 

Daa, Saba Raibanatb. 

Dai Oapta. Saba Kbagtaira Natb. 

Daa Oapta, Dr. J. M. 

Sat Sapta, trljiit Nanaira Natb. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira Natb. 

Sbaaa, Mr. Atal Krtabaa. 

SaiaraaH, Mr. Tnltl Ohanlra. 

Sapta, Mr. Jagtab Obanira. 

Sapta, Mr. i. N. 

Naaaa AN Oboaihary, Mr. ftyai. 

Jalalaiiln Haabaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
ialaa, Mr. I.D. 

itaab AN Najaartar, Maalvl. 


Khan, Mr. Dahtaira Lall. 

Kaaar, Mr. Atal Obanira. 

Kanin, Mr. Nlihltha Natb. 

Labirt, Saha Aibataab. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Mamaprava. 

Sandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Jagandra Natb. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Manlruxxaman Islamabadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Maoktrjaa, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Mabarji, Mr. Dblrtndra Narayan. 
Hulllek, trijat Aibotosb. 

Pramanlk, Mr. Tarlnlekaraa. 

Ray, Mr. Obara Ohandra. . 

Ray, Mr. Kanalkrtabaa. * 

Ray, Mr. Kiran lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Klsbari Pali. 

Ray, Mr. Maaautha Natb. 
taayml. Dr. RaHaakiha. 

SaajaL Mr. baaanba iakbar. 
baa, Mr. Atal Obanira. 
baa, dagash Obanira, Rai Babaiar. 
ban-Oapta, Mrs, HaRia. 
bbabaiall, Mr. 

ShaaMaiiln Ahmai, Mr. M. 
bln ha, trijat HtsMrt Bhaaaa. 


Abial Atta, Maalaaa Mi. 
Abial Nait, Mr. Mina. 


Abial Maktai Ythraapart, Maatvt Mi. 
Abial MaaaM, Mr. A. M. 

Abial Rartai, Mr. 

Abial MaJU, Mr. tyti (RaakbaNj. 


Abial Nabob Khan, Mr. 

A b iOS a Al MrtKMai, Mr. 

Abiar tahaaa, Kkaa SObaiar A. P. I, 


Nofel — 12. 

Abiar Rasbaai, Maalvl Mi. 

Abiar Aaarf, Khan Sabaiar bbab (Raagpar). 
Abiar Rantk, MaatvL 
AM as tbabaaO, Maalvl Mi. 

Abliar Raaa Obtvibavy, Kbaa SabMar MaatvL 
Abal Masala Abnssi, Mr. 

Abawi AM I napat pa rt , Kbaa bsMsr Maalaaa. 
Ah mi AN NrUho, MaatvL 
AfaaaOila AJunai, Kbaa Babaiar MaatvL 
A MlaaMab, Kbaa Mb MaatvL 
AlbwHM, Mr. M. 
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/UM mmm KbM, Kin M*r Mii 
Altar AB, Mavtvt. 

BtovM, Mr. Bulk Lai. 

Paa» Ral lab» Klrtt BImu. 

»«m, Aata B A ii ta Nat*. 

Pastil Hat «ta Maa’Ma Mr. A. A,, 

PHM Qaaifer, Kbaa Babtavr Mavhrl. 

Pastar Rabmaa, Mr. (Oaeta). 

Pastar Ralaia, Mr. (MiaaaiaifcK 
•Batata f, Mr. 0„ BJ.C. 

•araag, Mr. DaaMar Mafb. 

Haflsatala Qbvtabvrl, MaatvL 
MaartMaa, Mr. K«A. 

Ilata a a n aa i aa, Mbahri M A 
Haslaa Mart**, Mn., M.B.E. 
Matomaliytamtaar, Kkan Ilka Mavhrl. 
Mawktap, Mr. R. 4. 

Maywata, Mr. Ragan. 

Haary, Mr. Oat Ml* 

Haifa, Mr. H. R. 

IMrfla AkaH Mia, Maalvi. 

4alaivtal* AhauM, Kbaa Babtavr Maahrl. 
Kauai All Mlru, tahlbitaa Kawan tab Syta. 
Kvaatay, Mr. I. Q. 
manger, Mr. 0. «. 

MaBzvtaia Obatabvry, Maalvi. 

Maakal, Mr. Banka Bahari. ^ 

Mania!, Mr. Jafat Obankra. 

Manlratain Akbank, Maalvi. 

Mltaa, Mr. 0. W. 


Marfas, Hr. fc, B.I.I. 

Ma aaa wal Maalvi Mi. 

MataMBiai Altai, Kbaa Babtavr Maalvi tyta. 
BilaaaH laratt, Maalvi 
Mvbaaiata IMIiaa, Bttaa fabtavr Mr. Ijta. 
Mabauaui latahaaa, Kbaa Babtavr Maalvi 
Maltttk, Mr. Pvta Btbary. 

Mvrtifawaal Nafaa, Mr. tyta. 

BaaarvHah, Hawabitaa K. 

RaMmvtaln NM Ifba'bBv Kb«aja Ur, K.O.I.I. 
PaRMfu, Mr. B. U. 

Raaatr RabaNM Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patkaai. 

Itaaratain Abamk, Mr. 
lababa-Ataai, Mr. &yta. 
lanaBRab, Or. 
larfear, Ba|p Mtabaataaa^ 

Mil I Hank Mr. 

Ikaaiaataln Abawi Kbatakar, Mr. 
tlriar, Baba Lltta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant, 
ttark, Mr. A. P. 
t van, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Tamiivtaht Kbaa, tM Maa’bta Mr. 

Taftl Abrnta Obatabvry, Maalvi MaJI. 
Wbitvbata, Mr. R. B. ' 

Yauivl Mina. 

Yauf All Obatabvry, Mr. 


The Ayes being o] and the Noes 82, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas’s next amendment No. 30 is out of 
order. If his amendment is accepted then ‘‘Seeondary Education’ 1 
would mean educ ation other than post-main* ulatinn education. It 
will include pjimary education which is against the whole scope of the 
Bill. Then comes Mr. Manrnatha Boy’s amemlment No. 37 which, 
wants to omit proviso (a). 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: So far as my amendment No. 37 

is concerned, it is largely covered by the amendments Mil and 662 
already disposed of, and it also contemplates something more. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you want to move ataemloicut No. 39P 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Yes, Sir. I beg to move that 
in clause 2, the paragraph (a) of the proviso 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

afraid it is not in order. 


Are you moving amendment No. 37? I am& * 
Ycm better move 39. 


* 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I want to more both 37 anct 
39. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am doubtful whether 37 ia in order. 
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Mr. MANMATHA MATH ROY: Sir, there is something in it 
more than what has already been disposed of. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER! No; this seema to be not, in order. The whole 
contention off the House haa been that secondary education means 
something more than primary education. Here you want to take 

away the power. This is inconsistent with all other motions. 

% , * 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY. * Sir, with regard to # my amend- 
ment No. 37, my point is this that the Provincial Govertfment should 
not have the power to determine what form of education is secondary 
education. 

A 

Mr. 8PEa1(ER: fhat I understand. But where is the clause, 
regarding what power you are giving and to whom? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY. That should come under other 
motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those have been ruled out. I am .sorry, but I 
am afraid your motion will be inconsistent. The real purport of the 
motions was that secondary education must be something more than 
mere school education. It will include technical education. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: The main question that my 
amendment raises is 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is that Government should not have the power. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Then who is to get the power? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: It may be the Board or the 
^Legislature. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Where have you said that ? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY; I have not said that in ao many 
/° rds 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unless you have said that, you cannot raise the 
poitil. 
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Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, my amendment is this that, 
at all events, whatever authority may have that power, the Provincial 
Government ought not to have that power. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I agree, but that is another mattlt altogether. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 'May I submit, Sir, that it will 
not entirely jeopardise the possibility of the Provincial Government 
interfering in certain respects? As we have not been able to convince 
the majority party by our onmibua motion moved by Dr. Mookerjee, 
the only other alternative is that the Provincial Government may not 
have the power. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Roy, you then better move amendments 
Nos. 37 and 39 together. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: All right, Sir I beg to move 
that in clause ‘2, the paragraph (a) of the proviso to sub-clause (9) be 
omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 2, in paragraph (b) of the proviso 
to sub-clause (9), in line 4, the words “whose decision shall be 
final” be omitted. 

Sir, the main question raised is whether or not the Provincial Gov- 
ernment should have the right to determine that a particular form of 
education is secondary education. I strongly ffel that the matter 
ehould be determined not by the Provincial Government but by the 
Board or the Legislature. 

The next thing that I point out in this connection is that the Bill 
is wholly silent with regard to this question as to what form of educa- 
tion should be secondary education, whether it should he secular 
education intended for both the communities or intended for only one 
community or education which is not purely secular but is partly 
denominational and if so, denominational from the point of view of one 
community or denominational from the point of view of both the 
communities. 

Sir, as has Wen very definitely suggested in the two amendments 
discussed to-day, yesterday and day before yesterday, I also suggest 
that the form of secondary education should be determined and devised 
in the Bill itself by the Legislature. The Bill does not define what 
form of education is secondary education. The country ought to kn«^ v 
and ought to be assured what form r f education will be provided by 
the Board. The country should not be left in the dark as to w(| t 
form of education will be controlled by the Board. The country does 
not yet know for what form of education this Secondary Education 
Board iB going to be established. I submit, Sir, Jhat that is %ot a 
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gound policy to frame the bill with regard to eecondary education, and 
to leave it to the Government to define the form of education; the 
country must know and must be assured that it is such and such form 
of education that is to be provided and that this form of education 
comes under the purview of this Board. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the other motion, the Provincial Govern- 
ment should not have the ultimate voice in determining whether a 
particular form of education should be under the purview of secondary 
education. The Provincial Government should not have arbitrary 
powers in this respect. The country will not appreciate that position, 
namely, that of leaving to the Provincial Government the whole 
question of determining what form of education is secondary education. 

Sir, I won’t repeat what has already been said about the other 
amendments Nos. (Kil and but I would adopt arguments which 

have been advanced in supporting those amendments. In my amend- 
ments I have not suggested which authority it is that *is to determine 
the form of secondary education that will come under the purview’ of 
this Board, nor have i pointed out in my amendments what is the form 
of this education, but, the important point that I press in moving these 
amendments is that the Provincial Government should not have that 
right. It is the Board which should determine in later stages as to 
whether a particular form of education is secondary education or not, 
but before the constitution of the Board or the other authorities under 
the Bill it is the Legislature which will give in the Bill a definition 
of secondary education and the legislature should determine what form 
of education is to he secondary education. The matter can not he left 
to Government. That is all that 1 urge in support of my amendments. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-54 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on 
Friday, the 12th September, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1938. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 12th September, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizfl Haquf., c.i.b., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 2 Hon’ble Ministers and 38 members. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There is no quorum, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please ring the bell. 

(The bell was rung for some time but there was no quorum.) 

As there is no quorum, I have to adjourn the House, but before 
doing so, I want to know whether it would suit all sections if we meet 
to-morrow from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : The idea was to meet front 
8-30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Would that suit the European Group ? 


Mr. C. MORGAN.* It would suit us just ns well as any others. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There being no quorum, the House stand* 
adjourned. 

Adjournment. 

Accordingly, the House was adjourned at 4->0 p.in. till 8-30 a.m. 
on Saturday, the Kith September, 1941, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 13th September, 1941, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present. 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 


STARRED QUESTION. 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Appointment of a Legal Assistant in the Legislative Department 

* 155 . Maulvi MOHAMMAD ABDUR RASHEED: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that after the introduction of the Communal Ratio Rules in 
services, all vacancies are to be earmarked for one or other 
of the communal groups; 

(«) that the post of the Legal Assistant in the Legislative Depart- 
ment was advertised recently without earmarking it for any 
particular community; and 

(Hi) that at present non-Muslim officers are in a majority in the 
Legislative Department? 

( b ) Is it a fact that till recently all the officers in this department 
were non-Muslims? 

(c) If the answers to (a) (iii) and (b) are in the affirmative, ij the 
Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of filling up the post of 
Legal Assistant by a suitable Muslim candidate? 

MINISTER in charge cf the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Mushamiff Hoesain, Khan 
Bahadur) I The honourable member is referred to the answer to starred 
question No. 138 ,of the 10th September, 1941. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Gertifloftte procedure to Tippers for reoovery of awards by Debt 
Settlement Boards. 

92« Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that certificate procedure is being adopted to recover the dues 
of instalments given in the awards by Debt Settlement Boards 
in the district of Tippera; and 

(11) that this certificate procedure has becomefa cause of hardship 
to the agricultural debtors in this year of economic depres- 
sion ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do the Government contemplate 
to take in the matter? 

MINISTER to Charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) (i) Yes. 

(t?) No, as time is granted by the Certificate Officer in suitable cases. 

(b) The attention of the Certificate Officer has been drawn to the 
rules which empower him to grant time. 


Nursing train tog classes at Campbell Medical Softool and Hospital. 

93. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: (a) Will the IWble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether nursing training classes are going to be 
opened at Campbell Medical School and Hospital? 

4 b) If so, when it is likely to he opened ? 

(c) Will the Hon* hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) the number of students that will he admitted this year; 

(n) the qualification required for admission into the nursing train- 
ing class; 

(m) whether the Superintendent has up till now received a tty 
application for admission; 
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(tv) the number of such applications ; and 

(v) the number and rates of scholarships and stipends that will be 
awarded to the student nurses P 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(b) The training classes will be opened very shortly and as soon as 
the rules for the training are finally drawn up and approved. 

(c) (?) Forty students in the first year. 

(u) The candidate must have read up to the Eighth Standard of High 
English School and must be able to speak and write in English. The 
rules are under examination by the Bengal Nursing Council. 

(in) and (iv) Applications have not yet been called for. 

(v) It is proposed to give the following stipends and allowances to 
the nurses while they are under training: — 

Rs.10 per mensem in the first year of training, 
lls.15 per mensem in the second year of training, 

Its. 20 per mensem in the third year of training, and 
Rs.25 per mensem in the fourth year of training, 

plug diet allowance of Rs.150 per annum, uniform allowance of Rs.25 
per annum and dhobi allowance of Us. 24 per annum for each. 


Held-over questions. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, what about the held-over 
questions to be answered by the Hoifble Minister Khwaja Sir Nazim- 
uddiu, who is not present here now ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Mr. Kumar, we have only disposed of the held- 
over questions of yesterday, but as Sir Nazimuddiu is not present here, 
his questions are again held over. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the amendments moved by my honourable friend Mr. 
Manmatha Nath Roy. Sir, by these amendments he proposes not to give 
the power to finally decide as to whether any education would be 
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secondary education or not, to the Government. The purport of his 
amendment is to give the final power to the Board. As it has been agreed 
among all sections of the House that minimum power should be given 
to Government so far as the control of secondary education is concerned, 
I hope that the final decision as to the form of education to he called 
secondary education should he left to the Board which will be consti- 
tuted under this Bill, and if the Board is considered not to be quite 
efficient for that purpose by the majority of this House, then I propose 
that the final power should he given to the Legislature itself. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the amendment No. d7, 1 want to submit 
that the proviso («) to clause 2 (!)) by which the Provincial Govern- 
ment may by notification declare any form of education to he or not 
to be secondary education, should he deleted from this Bill. The 
purport of this amendment is that the secondary education should be 
clearly defined In the Legislature here and now. Although the amend- 
ments proposed by the Opposition have been defeated, still the time is 
not yet late. I invite the Hon'blc Minister for Education to define the 
secondary education lieie and now. The reasons for the urgency of 
such definition have been adduced by many members of this House 
during the last two or three days. 1 do not think t hat I shall he able 
to add any more reasons, hut what I want to submit is that if educa- 
tion is not defined by the Legislature, then the necessary consequence 
will he that the very same kind of education which has been imparted 
to the students of this province since the introduction of the I'niversity 
Act in 1 So 8 will he pursued in future also. But you are aware that 
every right-thinking man of this piovince is quite fed up with the 
present system of education This system oi education does not develop 
either the intellect or the capacity to wmk or the character. It may 
be argued that many brilliant students belonging to both communities, 
Hindus and Muhammadans, have come out of our alma water with the 
help of this education. In their ease, I submit, that in spite of this 
system of education these persons could be as intelligent as they have 
been found to be. If a person — T won’t mention his name — who has 
not crossed even the threshold of our I'niversity could be found fit 
enough to be put in charge of the department of education of a 
higher Government, then, iSir* how can I he convinced that the educa- 
tion which is being imparted in this province is responsible for making 
a person sufficiently and intellectually equipped. Sir, I want educa- 
tion to be defined as Swami Vivekananda defined it some years ago. 
Swamiji defined education to be the manifestation of perfection already 
in a man. In his view* and in the view of the sages, a man is born 
with all the requisite qualities to make a perfect man. Proper educa- 
tion helps the manifestation of those qualities inherent in a man. Sir, 
I ask the Hon’ble Minister for Education whether he maintains the 
view tliat the system of education that is being imparted in this pro- 
vince can develop all those qualities which are ^inherent in a man. 
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I hope not. Sir, the time ha s come when right-thinking people of this 
province, especially the Legislature which is sitting here to discus® 
the Secondary Education Bill should ascertain what sort of education 
should be imparted in this country. They should decide here and now 
what form of secondary education should be given to the students of 
this province, so that all the good qualities inherent in them may be 
developed. Sir, after all, every man should be so educated as to be 
able to earn his livelihood. There is an instinctive urge in every man 
to earn his food independently. Of course up to a certain age he is 
dependant on others, but beyond that age he is urged to earn his 
food and other necessaries which are the essentials of life. Sir, an 
education which does not help a man to earn those essentials of his 
life is, in my opinion, no education at all. Sir, I do not propose to say 
that education which is given in secondary schools shall be quite 
sufficient to qualify a student to earn his livelihood as soon as he 
passes the Matriculation Examination, but what I mean to suggest is 
that the elementary principle of that class of education which will 
qualify him to earn his livelihood should be taught in the secondary 
schools. Sir, if a man is wanted to take up industry or commerce or 
agriculture or any other vocation in his life, the elementary principles 
of such vocation he should be taught in the secondary schools. As a 
science student is required to learn the principles of science while he 
is in school, so a student who is expected to take up some sort of 
vocational training should be taught the essentials of that sort of 
training 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are arguing exactly against the amendment. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: No, Sir; what I am arguing 
is this 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever you may argue, that is not the amend- 
ment before the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, there are two amendments. 

# k 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those amendments have been lost. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, proviso (a) says that the 
Provincial Government may declare any form of education to be or not 
to be secondary education. In support of this, it has been argued by 
the members opposite that as “education” has not been defined, some 
power must be placed in the hands of Government to define what form 
of secondary education should be imparted in this provinoe. But we 
want the definition here and now. Now, what I want to submit is 
this; that although two amendments have been rejected in this Home, 
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there is still time yet — as I find the Hon’ble Minister for Education 
and Mr. Shahabuddin are placing amendments in this House every 
day — for the Hon’ble the Minister for Education to submit another 
amendment defining secondary education and the necessity of defining' 
education 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is not the amendment. That is 
not the point. Your amendment is that Government should be given 
no power. You cannot put forth any argument as to whom the power 
shall be given. As I pointed out yesterday, the only argument that 
you can adduce is that the Local Government should not have the power. 
It is no use saying things which do not come. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, Sir I want that Local 
Government should not be given that power. I shall certainly argue 
on that point, but still I think I can also argue that somebody else 
should be given that power. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use arguing in vacuum. You cannot argue 
in that way. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. 

In that case before I sit down I would appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Education to think over this question and consi- 
der whether sufficient provision should be made in this Bill either to 
define secondary education here and now or to entrust the Board with 
the charge of deciding as to what form of education should be secondary 
education. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I accord my whole-hearted 
support to the motions placed before the House by my honourable friend 
Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. 

Sir, you will remember that while speaking on motion No. GG1 the 
other day, I said that this Secondary Education Bill was not really 
an education measure, but it was a power-grabbing measure, and I 
reiterate it to-day because it is true. Otherwise, how can one account 
for the fact that in the Bill even the final power to define secondary 
education has been given exclusively to Government. There is practi- 
cally no provision whatsoever defining what secondary education is. 
Sub-clause ( 9 ) of the Bill says : 4 ’Secondary education means education 
qther than primary education or post-matriculation education”. 

You remember, Sir, speaker after speaker the other day made it 
abundantly clear that this reaiiy is not a definition. It is a negation. 
It merely says what secondary education is not. It does not aay what 
secondary education is. The only positive provision that is given in 
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the Bill ifl that it is for the Government to say what is secondary educa- 
tion. Now, Sir, I ask what is the competency of the Government to 
have the final word in this matter? Are the Government a body of 
educational experts or is it expected of any Government of the future 
that they would be a body of educational experts? Without meaning 
Any reflection against any particular member of the Government to-day 
I do not see that any among them can speak with authority on matters 
relating to education. I will not go into details with regard to that 
question. I would only say that it is extremely untenable that the 
Government having no educational experts among them should arrogate 
to themselves the right to say the final word with regard to the defini- 
tion of secondary education. 

The next question is: Apart from the question of technical compe- 
tency who from the moral point of view will be the competent body to 
have the final say with regard to the definition of secondary education 
in the province? Let me make it perfectly clear to the House that 
education is after all a matter that concerns the people more than the 
Government. So, the people must have the final say about it. Viewed 
thus, this House has a greater right than the Government to decide on 
the educational policy and programme in the province. This House, 
I know, does not really and truly reflect public opinion. 1 know it as 
a fact that to-day in this House matters are decided on almost every 
•occasion by an uninformed majority. I know it, hut still when the 
matter is discussed it has this advantage that the question is discussed 
in all its aspects. Speaker after speaker places the respective points of 
view of the different parties and the question is discussed threadbare. 
Some light is thrown and the collective wisdom of the House points to 
some sort of right decision, though almost on all occasions it is dis- 
regarded by the present uninformed majority. It is true that we have 
fouud after good deal of deliberation and discussion that we have 
not been able to influence the uninformed majority at all. But we have 
had this satisfaction that our side of the question has been placed, 
that our views have been placed and that through this House our views 
will go to the country and will help in bringing a better state of things 
in future. Therefore 1 say that even though this House constituted 
as it is now does not reflect the opinion of the country correctly and 
though the uninformed majority really influences the decision of the 
House, still it must have the final say in the matter so far as the 
definition of secondary education is concerned. The question of work- 
ing out details may be left to the Board. I know that as matters are 
proceeding from day to day we are not hopeful of having a good Act 
which will give the Board the proper shape that is necessary for giving 
secondary education the right direction. We know it. Still, the 
Board that will be constituted will have some educational expert* on 
it. It will be a competent body in a sense. Different points of view 
will be discussed V the educationists who will be there, by the members 
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fit this House who will be there, by the mentbtri of the public who will 

be there. Therefore it is really expected that better justioe will be done 
to educational subjects if they are left to the Board than if they are 
left entirely to the discretion of the Government. Therefore I say that 
this amendment is absolutely called for. I say, Sir, that this amend- 
ment should be accepted by the Government. The Government should 
not arrogate to themselves a right which belongs primarily and 
essentially to the people. The Government should not arrogate to 
themselves a right which they cannot properly function. The Govern- 
ment should not arrogate to themselves a right which they have no 
right to exercise. 

W i t h these words, I accord my whole-hearted support to the amend- 
ment placed before the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 want to Kjteak a few words. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. A list has been given to you, Sir. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : May I druw your attention to the 
fact that a list has been given to you and we desire that the speakers 
whose names have been mentioned to you in that list should he given 
an opportunity . I know . Sir, that you may t>e anxious to finish this 
discussion to-day as early as possible. At the same time, this is a 
very* important matter and I would ask you to reconsider your decision. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May l draw your attention to the fact that the 
list does not contain his name? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Jf there is any other name in that 
list, I would request you to allow him to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is none. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Anyway, Sir, it shows that the 
list^ould be adhered to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to point out that in future if my discretion 
js questioned. I shall not accept any list. The right is vested in the 
Speaker to call such speakers as he likes. I have been trying to follow 
the practice of having lists and I have been trying to work up to it, 
but it seems that somehow or other even where I am absolutely correct 
there is a tendency to question my discretion. 

16 
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Dr« MALINAKEHA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that it k a mis* 

understanding f 

Mr. SPEAKER 2 Whatever it is, the House ought to have confidence 
in me. I see that there is a tendency 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs We don’t blame you in this matter, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the thing. I feel that more difficulties 
have been created by questioning my discretion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Our endeavour is to help you, and 
the list is submitted in order to help you to get at the right men. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been of considerable help. The moment 
I got this list I saw it and naturally I was not prepared to give him 
the chance when his name was not there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It has been coming from day before 
yesterday, and so the Deputy Leader of the group to my left thought 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not blame the Deputy Leader. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: When you said that his name was 
not in the list 1 thought that that was the reason why he was not given 
the chance. Naturally from that I hope that if there is an amendment 
later on, you will give him a chance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to other exigencies of the rules. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: His name appeared in yesterday’s 
list. It is a mistake, Sir, that his name has not been put in to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I say that his name was not there too? 

Thu Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I wish to point out to my 
friends of the Opposition that the amendment really is not only a very 
simple one but need not be at all controversial. I wish also to £roint 
out that the previous amendments having been defeated and not accepted 
by the House, this proviso becomes absolutely unnecessary. The pre- 
vious amendments wanted to incorporate what primarily secondary 
education should include. That the House did not accept. That 
being so, the proviso becomes all important, because it allows the 
Provincial Government to include any form of technical or special 
education or exclude any form of such technical or special education. 
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If this power is rested in the Government the object sought to he 
achieved by the previous amendments would be achieved very easily by 
the exercise of the power which this proviso vests in the Government. 
In my opinion, therefore, Sir, I think that this proviso is absolutely 
necessary. 

We have defined secondary education as education between primary 
and college education. My friends wanted to define secondary educa- 
tion as any form of secular education other than primary or post- 
matriculation education. The House did not accept the amendments 
relating to that question. This proviso says that although the defini- 
tion of secondary education is to be as it is in the Bill, Government 
will have the power to include any other form of education to be or not 
to be secondary education. Therefore, the object of the amendments 
can be achieved by this proviso, and far from opposing this proviso, 
my friends ought to have supported it. In that view of the matter, 

I regret I cannot support the amendments. 

The motions of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that in clause 2, the 
paragraph (a) of the proviso to sub-clause (V) he omitted, and that in 
clause 2, in paragraph (b) of the proviso to sub-clause ( 9 ), in line 4 , 
the words “whose decision shall be final*' be omitted, were then put 
and a division called, with the following result:— 

AY El — N. 


Aitarm Mirtliry, Rakaraji lukl Kiita, 
Naktafaaka, Ryaiaartafk. 

BaawJI, Hr. P. 

Baatrj*. Mr. latya Prtya. 

Btta, Mr. laataifc Kim. 

Bkawalk, Dr. tSMa kknSl 
•Imvu, Mr. liwMni Batk. 
kkakrakarty, Baka Raraakra Rarayrt. 
IkaakbaH, Sal Haraatfra Mats. 

Dai tafia, Baka Mkagaakra Ratk. 

Dai tafia. Dr. M. 

Dai tafta, Irtjat Raraakra Rati. 

Dalai, Mr. Raraakra Ratk. 
tafta, Mr. 4 . R. 

Kaaur, Mr. Atal M-tl 
Mtaka, Mr. RDMtka Rat k. 

LaMrt, taka Arturtart. 

Majaakar, M n. Mmprtaa. 


•I Hartal, Mr. JagMlra Ratk. 

Mattarjn, Dr, tyawapraart. 
Hakkarju, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.D.C 
Makktrji, Mr. Dfclrartra Rarayaa.' 
NaHfck, Irtjai Aikataik. ^ 
Haikir, Mr. Niai Ortrtra. 

Praaualk, Mr. Tartafekaraa. 

Ray, Mr. Ikara Okirtra. 

Ray, Mr. Raaialkrtikaa. 

Ray, Hr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. KRkarl PtU. 

Ray, Kikiral Ortrtra, Ral Bakakar. 
Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka talk, 
laayal, Dr. MaHaakirt. 
laa, Mr. Atal tkaalra. 

■m, lafatfc Ortrtra, Ral Bakakar. 
Baa-tafta, in. Rat*. 

•taka, Irtjat Maalakra Bkaaaa. 


MOW— 13. 


Akkal Atk, Maataaa Mi. 

Akkal Nats, Mr. Him. 

Afekkl Nakfai, MaaM (MyMaatefk). 
AM Makka Vlkrma^art, MmM Mk. 
Akkal Haati, Mr. A.M. 

Akkal Maarik that, MaaM. 

Akkal Makar, Mr. (atai Ml Mart). 
Akkal Marta, Mr. 
AMSURIImAInM. 


Akkal Majtt. MaaM |My»«artafk>. 

AMafta-AJ M a kai aak, Mr. 

AMar Rakiaaa, Mkaa Bakakar A. P. M. 

Akkar trtaua DAkklRi, Mr. 

Akkar i ai kaak, MaaM Mk. 

Akkar Raaf, Mkaa Bakakar MaaM t. (Maarrak). 
Akkar Baal, Mkaa Bakrtar Ikrt (t aa#ar). 
Akal Fart, Mr. Mk. 

AImI Nmli 
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Abmi AttCfttyrtM*, Bbbt BiMir iHw a. 
AtaK NaMta, Mr. 

Alt m*m AkMt, KkM liMw MftMvt. 
Aftwarvl AM«, Kbaa Btbabur Mb. 

Atbraftfi, Mr. M. 

AtJmvbbfci Abnml, Mr. 

Aalab Haaaala Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvl. 
Babrabbaja, Mr. lyab. 

Mf«4» W« 

Dai. Mr. Aaakal Obaabra. 

Baa. Rat tab* KtrH Bbaiaa. 

Ibbar, Mr. Uaaabraaatb. 

Kaibabal Hajui, Kail. 

Parbat Baaa Kbaaaai. Ba|am. 

Paslal Hag, tba Haa’Ma Mr. A. K. 

Paslal Qaablr, Kbaa Bababar Maulvl. 

Paitar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Dmu). 

Patlar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Mymaaatagb). 

Balaai Rabbaal Abammab, Maalvl. 

•araai, Mr. Dambcr Singh. 

HabtbvKab, tba Hoa'Mi Niaak Bababar K., < 
Oaaaa. 

Hamlbubbia Ahmad, Kbaa Sahib, 

Naalaa Marabab, Mn, M.B.C. 

Matamally bamabar, Kbaa lablb Maulvl. 
Nawklagt, Mr. R. 4. 

Hayw aab, Mr. Ragart. 

Ibrta Abaiab Mia, Maalvl. 

Maflaabbla Abaiab, Maalvl (Tl»«ra). 

Maabal, Mr. Raaku Baharl. 

Maabal, Mr. Blrat Obaabra. 

Maabal, Mr. Jagat Obaabra. 

Maalrabbla Akhaab, Maulvl. 

Maalraataaiaa lilamababl, Maulaaa Mb. 


Matbat HaaaM,Mr. 

***** Ail Kbaa Paaat, AJ-HabJ MbatvL 
Maataa, Mr. ■€., B.1.1. 

Baalaai AU MaNab, Maalvl M. 

Mahanaiab Itlugat, Maahri. 

Mabaaiaiab laraN, Maalvl. 

MaHick, tba Haa'Ma Mr. Makaaba Babary, 
Maibarraff Hataala, tba Haa’Ma bawab, Kbaa 
Bababar. 

Maatagaaraal Hagai, Mr. lyab. 

MatUfa All Dawaa, Maalvl. 

RaiaraUab, Nawabxaba K. 
flaiiaiabbin, tba Haa'Ma Kbwaja Hr, K.O.I.C. 
Pattlagar, Mr. Cl. U. 
alkat, the Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oab. 

Rajlbvbbla Tarafbar, Maalvl. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
labarubbln Abaiab, Mr. 
labrubbla Abaiab, HaJI. 

Sabtba-Alaia, Mr. Syab. 

Saaautlab, Dr. 

larkar, Baba Mabbasubaa. 

Sarajul I Ham, Mr. 

Sbababadbin, Mr. Kbwaja, C.B.E. 

Sbahabah, Mr. 

Ihamivddin Abaiab, Mr. M. 

Blrbar, Babu Lltta Manba. 

Spallar, Mr. 4. N. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 
Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Tamlmddln Kban, th« Han’bla Mr. 

Tefal Abmab Obaabhnry, Maalvl HaJI. 

Yaaiul Mint. 


The Ajes being 35 and the Noes 83, the motions were lost. 

Mr, ^ NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (^0) after the word “imparted” in line 2 the following be 
added, namely: — 

whether the school includes classes for primary education or 
not”. 


Sir, in considering these amendments, we have to consider that 
secondary education has been defined in sub-clause (9) of clause 2 
of this Bill iu this way: “Secondary education means education other 
than primary education or post-matriculation education”. This 
defective definition, this vague definition is creating all the difficulties. 
When we scrutinise the Bill, these defects become so very prominent 
as to remind us that the sponsor of the Bill was not very earelul and 
that uppermost in his mind was the fact that he was only anxious how 
to kill all education and educational systems in the province and how 
to usurp all the powers that Government should not have. Now, Sir, 
who does not know that all the secondary schools with little or no 
exoeption, namely, middle English and high English schools in the 
province, have primary classes? If the definition of secondary educa- 
tion as given iff the Bill is maintained, then secondary education will 
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• the late of these schools which have primary classes? Will they 
disapproved, refused registration and consequently refused recognition? 
If it is in the mind of Government that they want to abolish all the 
schools which have primary classes, then certainly we shall understand 
that this sub-clause is quite justified as it is in the Bill, but if 
Government 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kundu, I do not want to interrupt you, but 
I hope that you will be very brief, because I understand that Govern- 
ment are prepared 4o accept this amendment in u modified form. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 won’t take half a second 
of the time of the House unnecessarily. I shall go on speaking until 
I am satisfied that 1 have said all that was necessary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T am sorn to hear about your attitude. Did you 
hear what i said ? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. what l said was 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order. If that be the attitude which is 
developing among some members of the House, then it will be very 
difficult to earn on the proceedings. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am v*n sorry, Sir, hut I did 
not quite follow what you said. 

% 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is all right. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: If good sense has at last dawned 
on the Government and if Government have appreciated the value of 
my amendment, I need not take any more time of the House and I 
commend the motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May I enquire whether the 
Hon’ble Minister will accept the amendment in totoY In that case 
no speceh is necessary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the C hief Minister will explain the 
position. 

Thi Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Government appre- 
ciate the value and importance of this amendment soinuch that I can 
eay at once that Government will be pleased to accept the amendment, 
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but I wish to make one or two points clear. A full-fledged high school 
has got primary classes, the upper classes imparting secondary educa- 
tion. The primary classes are financed from the primary education 
fund and those classes will not have the advantage of secondary educa- 
tion. Therefore, Sir, although we accept the amendment, we wish to 
make it clear that though primary classes will be financed from the 
primary education fund they will not have any claim on secondary 
education. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not in the Act either. 

The Hotl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, it is not in the 

Act. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : May I put one question, 
Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you can ask for information. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do we understand that 
Government in accepting the amendment is accepting the present 
arrangement of the secondary schools and only for purposes of financing 
Government will consider the importance of the secondary stage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Am I to understand, Sir, that 
these arguments will apply to every school also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas ought to have information by this 
time that any and every school is not a primary school. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that in clause 2 (10) after 
the word “imparted” in line 2 the following be added, namely: — 

“whether the school includes classes for primary education or not”, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
8 ( 1 ) for the words “The Provincial Government shall constitute” in 
line 1 the words “There shall be constituted” be substituted. 

Sir, on a previous occasion I had drawn attention to the fact that 
.it has been my good fortune to try to move amendments which 
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more or less of a non-contentious nature. Here, Sir, the Bill provides 
that the Government shall constitute a Board. We beg to suggest as 
an alternative that when the Board is being constituted under a statute, 
the form should really be: “There shall be constituted a Board” and 
so on. We do not propose to lay the intuitive of constituting the 
Board on the Provincial Government, because the Board is being 
constituted under statutory provisions. I do not know if this form 
would be found acceptable by the Legislative Department and if the 
drafting advisers would permit this change, but 1 can show any number 
of instances in which this form has been provided in legislative 
measures. 

Under the circumstances, without taking up much time of the 
House, I place this suggestion for the consideration of the House 
that instead of beginning the clause with the words “The Provincial 
Government shall constitute*’, it ma\ begin with the words “There 
shall he constituted”. 

With these words, I move motion No. C(>4 of the amendments given 
notice of. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4&1 
amendment. vjfr?) JTfa'SttTT “Board shall be constituted.” 

fVl 4^ <f5f] “The Provincial Government shall constitute”, 

4$ ^ rTO Government control Ffa 1 

Original Bill 4 control^? ^vfl fipT, C 7 f*ftT*T Development^? Wfl 

f^T ^ I Control ^ fevfT ftc? 4* for rnrf^T I 

“The Provincial Government ehall constitute a Board.” 

?TMtT? ?1 <.? c 3 ^ ?Tt*nt?* Government control ♦fTY 

I ft’fl ?Tt’tft?5 OftCZ 'ttf^ Government control | 

(TtttC^S PNU5 ’ttfRi control^? idea far? rc?7.$ “Provincial Govern- 
ment shall constitute a Board.” rsf “There shall lie a 

Board constituted.” tpStPT? ?r«F "UPWy^r amendments C^Ft^T 

^ c?rai Yfc^Ri, cvw ^ i iren'prtfc 

Of 4* fafavfr otfum 3R c*ro? *3 m pfc v ? rr *itfa jjf 

I vrHl *fir f*m ift wtew 4^ amend men tffipF 3 RTO OfPf 

*f?«t «f PfCZ *fft? *fl I vto f^T “The Provincial Government shall 
constitute a Board” Scvir fipr Provincial Government OFW 
iff* *?t? I 44^ Development^? tTl *31*1 ^jf 5m? fact? 

*n I “Provincial Government” SfSfff fat? “There shall be 

a Board constituted” 4* 4W Sfo I Board faretCY 

constituted FT? <?$} clause U fayflcfft Y W TOfCff Conned 
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Hlfo FC? C’lfcl'Q T«n 5TTC5 I Governments? '5C75 Oft* *t?T eft I 

^farf? *1W ?»Ft VC? csm «? Developments? 5*f? Vl?t CWt? <?TQ?n $SJ 
$<f? “There shall be constituted a Board” TSW Sfts I '^tf? 

<«rHi vfir ftm Tft ’nrm sti gr? *?r?* i 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I oppose the enactment of 
of a provision like this as appears in clause 3, sub-clause (/). My 
grounds mainly are that sub-clause ( 1 ) is wholly out of place and 
entirely inconsistent when it comes before sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 3. 
By sub-clause ( 2 ) it is proposed that “the Board shall, by the name of 
‘the Board of Secondary Education*, be a body corporate with perpetual 
succession and a common seal, shall have, subject to t he rules, power 
to acquire and hold movable and immovable property, to transfer such 
property when held by it and to do all other acts necessary for the 
purposes of this Act, and shall by the said name sue and be sued*’. 
In other words you propose to constitute a body corporate by sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 3 which will have an independent existence of its own, a 
statutory legal existence. The Board will be a legal entity which will 
have its own perpetual succession and a common seal and the right to 
sue and be sued in its own name, so that in the eye of law it will be a 
legal entity whether the Provincial Government constitutes it or not. 
That is the spirit of this clause and 1 submit that it is utterly incon- 
sistent with the creation of a Board of Secondary Education which is 
brought into existence by the statute itself that another authority 
should have to intervene and bring that body into existence which is 
already created by the statute. I submit. Sir, the framers of this Bill 
have lost sight of this very important legal objection, a constitutional 
objection which will naturalh arise having regard to the juxtaposition 
of these two sub-clauses. If sub-clause ( 2 ) stamK as it is — I do not know 
if it is the intention of Government to omit it, amend it or improve it 
in auy way — sub-clause (/) is entirely out of place. In one breath you 
say that the Legislature here and now brings into existence the Board 
of Secondary Education a* a body corporate with perpetual succession 
and a common seal and in the same breath you say that another 
authority must intervene in order to bring that body into existence. 
It is a position which is utterly inconsistent in law. I submit that no 
precedent can be shown that such a thing is possible in any other 
statute. As regards a municipality, power is given to Government to 
bring it into existence because there is no statute bringing a particular 
municipality into existence. Look at the Corporation of Calcutta. 
There is a statute relating to the Corporation of Calcutta, creating the 
Corporation of Calcutta. It does not lie in the hands of Government 
to create the Corporation of Calcutta which has already been created 
by the Legislature by means of the Calcutta Municipal Act. I submit, 
8ir, that so far aJi this sub-clauee is concerned, m., “The Provincial 
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Government shall constitute a Board for the regulation, control and 
development of secondary education”, that cannot possibly find a plao* 
in the statute which itself creates the Board of Secondary Education. 
I do not know whether in England the Board of Secondary Education 
which is a creature of a statute also requires the Government of the* 
country to bring it into existence. The two positions are utterly 
inconsistent. 

I hope, Sir, that this objection will he taken into consideration 
by the Hon’ hie Minister of Education before he desires to plaee thin 
clause as it is now before the Legislature. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, even if 1 
were inclined to accept this amendment, alter what has fallen from 
the lips of the honourable the Deputy Leader of the Forward Bloc, I 
feel inclined to give m\ vote against it lor the simple reason thui the 
theon he has propounded before the House j* neither legal nor con- 
stitutional. We are asked to believe that the Secondary Education 
Board — because it will he a ereutuie of legislation paused by thin- 
House, an autonomous eoi poration, a person under the law, it cannot 
and should not he touched h\ the Government. I have understood 
the point he has tried to muke, in ni\ own humble way and not in 
the interested and totally unacceptable manner in which it has been 
placed before the House. That an autonomous body, created by the 
Legislature, should not be appointed or constituted by the Govern- 
ment is a thesis which would be considered absurd and ridiculous in 
the eyes of constitutional law, its practice and principles for, even 
if we said that a Secondary Education Board be constituted, how are- 
we to constitute it and who is going to constitute 1 1 F This part of 
the work will haw to be done by* the Ministry of Education. Whether 
you mention the Provincial Government or you do not, you must 
mention the agency that will carry out your wishes. Even in 
England, which has been cited as an example, such a thing i a 
unheard of. The legal person we propose to create, under the Bill 
we are discussing, has to he given a body and a shape. Who will do- 
that except the Government of the da> . The Legislature can only 
lay down the principles and the broad outlines of the scheme. The 
intetesting theory propounded has no legs to stand upon. The 
honourable mem her is merely trying to make an argument in the 
debate which has neither meaning nor any force, of a constitutional 
or legal character, behind it. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BAtUs May I just put one question to 
the last speaker? If clause 2 is passed, and if the Provincial Govern 
ment does not constitute the Board 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQIs I think, Sir, it is against the 

practice of the House to subject a speaker to a cross-examination and 
to give or demand explanations. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is, in my opinion, a drafting question, and 
I do not want to interfere in the matter of drafting. As far as I have 
seen, where it is the intention of the Legislature to constitute an 
autonomous Board as far as practicable, the power of constituting 
the Board is left with the Provincial Government by specific provisions 
to that effect in the Act itself, but the duties of carrying out the 
provisions of the Act generally lie with the Board, just as is the case 
with the Bengal Waterways Board or the Calcutta Port Trust; but 
where it is not autonomous, as in the case of the Board of Industries 
or the Wakf Board, the Provincial Government not only constitutes 
the Board but also retains some power in its hand. From that point 
of view*, as far as I have been able to see, the clause, as drafted, is not 
very happy but, myself not being a draftsman, I would leave the 
matter to the draftsman to say which would be better. So far as the 
Waterways Board and the Calcutta Port Trust are concerned, the 
autonomous character of these two bodies is undoubtedly there. Here, 
the power of carrying out the provisions of the Act, subject to the 
Tules, shall lie with the Board, — a Board which shall have perpetual 
existence, — and the power of constituting the Board may be given to 
the Provincial Government by another provision. The whole point 
in the argument of the Opposition is that here is an autonomous Board 
created by an Act of the Legislature while the Local Government has 
retained every power by a separate provision to take necessary steps 
for constituting it. 

4 

Th. Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have had an advantage 
of discussing the matter with my friends, and I think the question 
is a very simple one. In the first place it is necessary that the Board 
shall be constituted. Following that, it is also necessary to decide 
who shall constitute the Board. We all want that it shall come into 
being, and I am anxious that there should be no doubt as to its 
security. We want to specify that it is the Provincial Government 
that can bring the Board into being. If there had been « any 
possibility of any other interpretation, certainly the words suggested 
in the amendment would have been necessary to solve that doubt. I 
do not think the Opposition suggests that it is anybody other than 
the Provincial Government that shall bring the Board into being. 
If that is so, what is the harm in saying that it is the Provincial 
Government that shall constitute the Board? I do not think the 
words contained in the Bill are at all capable of being misunder- 
stood. The wordl are clear. The Legislature passes this Bill in 
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order that the Board may be constituted. The question is, who shall 
constitute the Board. I think we all agree that it is the Provincial 
Government which shall constitute the Board. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But the Opposition amendment is that the Board 
shall be constituted by an Act of the Legislature. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: But unless the amend- 
ment is that when the Act is passed, the Board shall be constituted 
for the regulation, control and development of secondary education, 
and that the Provincial Government shall, as soon as possible after 
the passing of the Bill, take necessary steps for constituting the 
Board, there is meaning in it. If the amendment is worded as I have 
suggested, I have no objection. But the way in which the amend- 
ment has Wen suggested does not ensure that the Provincial Govern- 
ment will be able to see to the constitution of the Board as soon as 
the Bill is passed and comes into operation If the amendment of 
my friend is accepted, namely, that the Board shall he constituted, 
etc., without any provision as to who should he the authority to 
constitute it, it may take a huudred years to constitute the Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In this connection, Sir, I 
would invite the attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to 
clause 5 (/) of the Bill, namely, that it, by such date as may be 

prescribed, any electoral body specified in section 4 fails to make an 

election under that section, the Provincial Government shall, in any 
^vacancy resulting from such failure, appoint a suitable person quali- 
fied for election by that body. 1 submit that a vital question arises 
here. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 submit that we are 
missing another vital point. Clause 3 says that “the Provincial 

Government shall constitute a Board ”, and clause 4 lays down 

the composition of the Board. If the Bill be passed in this form, 
there may be confusion and it may be interpreted that the constitu- 
tion of the first Board will be in the hands of the Provineial Govern- 
ment. Without our amendment there may he some room for that 

construction. Therefore, if it is put in this way that “there shall be 

constituted a Board ”, it will mean that it shall be constituted 

as laid down in the Act. It cannot mean anything other than that 
*the Board shall be constituted or set up under the provisions of this 
Act of the Legislature. Otherwise, the expression “the Provincial 

Government shall constitute a Board ” may lend support to the 

view that the first Board may be constituted by the Provincial 
Government. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I think it would be better if we accept an amend- 
ment like the one suggested by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, 
namely, that the Provincial Government shall, soon after the Act 
comes into operation, take steps for constituting a Board for the 
regulation, control and development of secondary education. Govern- 
ment haH, T believe, accepted the principle that Government wants to 
have power to take steps for constituting a Board, while the Legisla- 
ture has got the power to say how to constitute it. At the same 
time, however, I think that even though the substantial objection 
raised by the Opposition is met by the Hon 'hie Chief Minister’s 
suggestion, there may still he some lacuna in it, and that, therefore, 
it would he better to leave this matter at this stage tor the time being, 
allowing Government to bring in a suitable amendment at a later 
stage. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, it may stand over for 
the time being. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, it cannot be held over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I submit that we never object 
to anything being held over for drafting improvement because that 
is the parliamentan convention. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If after this discussion you think a drafting 
improvement in the clause will meet the point, it is for you to do 
thut, und then 1 will consider the matter further. Subject to that 
arrangement, I agree to this clause being held over for the present. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to amendments 
to clause 4 \ou will again see that there are some amendments relating 
to the principle that there should be no communal representation, and 
I believe it will be convenient if such amendments are taken up first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: AY hat I want to sa> is that you will move 
amendment No. fiW> first, failing that \mi will move amendment 
No. Then I shall dispose of all other amendments. ( 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, that is so, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I may tell you, Sir, that the 
European Party may move their amendment. 


Mr. A. F. STARK: Yes, I will move our amendment. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
for clause 4 the following be substituted, namely: — 

* ‘The Board shall consist of fifty-three members and shall be 
composed as follows : — 

(1) the President, to be appointed in the manner hereinafter 

provided ; 

(Later on we from the Opposition have tabled an amend- 
ment describing the manner in which the President should 
be appointed.) 

(2) the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, e,r •officio ; 

(3) the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dacca, r.r-offino; 

(4) the Director of Public Instruction, (\r-offiao; 

(5) mx persons to be elected In the members of the Senate of the 

Calcutta Unneisity from among themselves; 

(fi) two persons to be elected by the Principals and Professors of 
colleges affiliated to the Calcutta University of whom one 
must la* Principal of such a college; 

(7) five persons to he elected by the Protestors and teachers of 

the Calcutta University from among themstdves to 
represent the following departments of studies, .namely, 
Science, Sanskrit, Bengali, Islamic studies and Teuchers’ 
Training ; 

(8) one person to be elected by tbe Executive Council of the 

Dacca University; 

(9) three peisons to he elected by the Academic Council of the 

Dueea University from among the Professors and teachers 
of the said University to represent the following depart- 
ments of studies, namely. Science, Islamic Studies and 
Teachers’ Training; 

(10) five Head Ma-teis of re< ognised High Schools for hoys, one to 

he elected by Head Masters of such schools in each division 
of the Province; 

(11) five persons to he elected from among themselves by Graduate 

Teachers of recognised schools, one from each division of 
the Province; 

(12) five members of the Managing Committees of High School* 

to be elected by the Managing Committees of recognised 
schools in each division of the province, the managing 
committee of each high school having^one vote; 
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(13) two Head Mistresses of recognised high schools for girls 

elected by themselves; 

(14) seven persons to be elected by the members of the Bengal 

Legislative Assembly according to the principle of propor- 
tional representation by means of single transferable vote; 

(15) two persons to be elected by the members of the Bengal Legia- 

lative Council according to the principle of proportional 

representation by means of single transferable vote; 

(16) one person to be elected by the Executive Committees of the 

Bengal, the Bengal National, Indian, the Marwari and 

the Muslim Chambers of Commerce at Calcutta; 

(17) one person to be elected by the Board of Anglo-Indian and 

European Education ; 

(18) one person to be elected by the Indian Christian Association; 

and 

(19) three persons to be co-opted by the Board as experts in 

Agricultural, Technical and Physical Education/' 

Mr. Speaker, if you for a moment now look at the provisions of the 
proposed Bill which is now being piloted by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, the Minister for Education, you will see the main point of 
difference between our proposals in the first instance and the proposals^ 
of the Government lies in the fact that we have attempted to build up 
a Secondary Education Board free from all the trammels of com- 
munalism. We have attempted to form for ourselves a Board where 
purely academic interests will prevail. Mr. Speaker, if that 
constructive scheme which has been put forward by us is not acceptable 
to the Government and the party in power because of the existence of 
that Bible of the Indian Constitution, the “Magna Charta” of our 
liberties, namely, the Government of India Act, 1935, we are also 
offering an alternative solution by way of another amendment, amend- 
ment No. 665. 

Mr. Speaker, we are quite familiar with military terms in a war 
which is raging outside and we know that our efforts in this direction 
are not likely to meet with success. In fact, as one of those ambassadors 
of good-will who have served in the capacity of a plenipotentiary for 
the last three w-eeks, and have worked day and night for a settlement 
over this great question of controversy in this province, I know, Sir, 
that my three weeks have been three weeks of nightmare. About three 
days ago we were almost on the verge of the impossible. But, Sir, our 
efforts have so far not succeeded. 

Mr. Speaker, if you now turn for a moment to the Government 
proposals under section 4 of the proposed Bill, you will find that 
academic interests have to a large extent been circumscribed by the 
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dominance of the theory of the balance of power. The theory of the 
balance of power, Mr. Speaker, in another sphere — a sphere larger than 
the sphere in which we live and move and work — has been the cause of 
rivers of blood and oceans of tears, and if rivers of blood and oceana 
of tears have flowed elsewhere, I do not think for one single moment 
that this Bill will even ensure the purpose for which it has been 
introduced, namely, the purpose of ensuring to the Muslim community 
of Bengal the dominance in education which they desire, 

Mr. Speaker, if you now analytically look at the Bill you will find 
in the Government Bill that we have first of all a body of 48 members. 
The President is to be appointed by the Provincial Government. The 
Provincial Government of these days is, after all, a party Government, 
and we know very well the amount of pressure that is put by the 
members of the party, miscalled elsewhere as wrong members of back 
benches on the Government of the day. In fact, a few’ nights ago I 
wondered in dismay if the Hon'ble the Chief Minister of the province 
who is piloting this Bill found his boats almost rudderless. 

Secondly, we have the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta. 
Mr. Speaker, I have the greatest respect for the office of the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of Calcutta where I have spent a quarter 
of a century of my life, hut the Vice-Chuueellor of the University of 
Calcutta, you will recognise, Sir, is the only Vice-Chancellor in India 
who is a direct nominee of the Government of Bengal, and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, whatever its composition may he to-night, or whatever 
its composition may he to-mornow, will be and continue to be a party 
Government. 

Then, Sir, it has been the usual practice of the Government of the 
day including the much maligned bureaucratic Government of the day 
to have as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calrutta, gentlemen of 
position, of great eminence and attainment, who have held other high 
offices in the State. For instance, Sir, we have had Law Members of 
the Governor-General’s Executive Council, Chief Justices of High 
Courts in India as Vice-Chancellors. What function will they dis- 
charge in a Secondary Education Board of this character I have failed 
to visualise or imagine. 

As regards the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dacca, ex-officio , 
I have great respect for my friend the present Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Dacca. His life is short and the life of a Vice-Chancellor 
may be shorter still. 

Then, Sir, we have the Director of Public Instruction, c.r-officio : 

I .have no objection to this office because we are so familiar with the 
powers exercised by the Director of Public Instruction ex-officio since 
the establishment of education as a statutory institution in India that 
we have to abide loyally by that office. But I am not betraying a 
secret. I am simply giving expression to a doubt wtych has arisen in 
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the mind of every one of us that to-day under the mandate of the party 
in power even the Director of Public Instruction in his ex-officio 
capacity finds himself almost in a position of impotence. The instance 
ol the Director of Public Instruction of a neighbouring province is a 
case in point. He was, it was stated in the newspapers, even put under 
arrest. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not in connection with educational affairs! 

Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: I hope not. That will 
come in connection with this Secondary Education Bill if passed into 
luw, because there are some very important penal measures which even 
the Director of Public Instruction, notwithstanding tradition, notwith- 
standing office, notwithstanding his colour, may not escape. 

Then, Sir, we have the Assistant Direc tor of Public Instruction for 
Muslim Education, e.r-officio. This is an office which has recently 
been created for < lie purpose of helping Muslims, because they are 
backward in education. But the presence of the Assistant Director of 
Public Instruction on the Board in the capacity of his office us a purely 
Muslim officer for the advancement of Muslim cause is to my mind a 
superfluity. If the service* of experts have to he requisitioned by the 
Government for the purpose of conducting the affairs of the proposed 
Secondary Education Board, these services might very w*ell he dis- 
charged by the advisers of the Government not in their capacity as 
r-offino members, not in their capacity as members of the Board hut 
in their capacity as mere advisers and counsellors. That procedure, 
Mr. Speaker, is not unknown in the constitution of this country. 

Then, I notice that the Inspector of European Schools and the 
Director of Physical Education huve been omitted by the combined 
wisdom of our friends of the Select Committee and in their place have 
been substituted item No. Hi, rtc., two Principals of high madrassahs 
.approved in this behalf, of whom one shall lie a Principal of the old 
type mudrassah and one shall he a Principal of the reformed scheme 
madrassuh to he elected in the prescribed manner by the principals of 
such madrassahs. Mr. Speaker, if old madrassahs are more important 
than the physical education of our numerous hoys and girk who have 
to work and live and read under the jurisdiction of the proposed 
Secondary Education Board, if that is the view of the Government, 
Sir, I can only enter a demurrer which I am sure will he thrown out 
on the plea of want of jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker, so far as the Universities are concerned, they have 
been treated with the utmost “respect” and University representation 
in this Bill is very novel indeed. Sir, this reminds me of the new 
principle in international law which has been adumbrated by a great 
*nan yesterday, viz., the doctrine of the freedom of the unchartered 
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eeas. Mr. Speaker, the Dacca University will be represented by the 
Provost of one of the Muslim Halls of the University. There are other 
Halls. AVhether they are as spacious as the Muslim Halle of the 
University of Dacca is a question which my Muslim friends will answer. 
The Dacca University will also be represented by the Head of the 
Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic. Has the University of 
Dacca no other Chair? Is it the function of the University of Dacca 
merely to encourage the Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic? 
I freely and frankly confess as one who has to a large extent been 
responsible for propounding a scheme for the Department of Islamic 
Studies and Islamic history and culture elsewhere that I do not 
minimise the importance of this subject, but, Sir, in my judgment and 
it is a very humble judgment, the process aud the policy should he a 
process and policy of inclusion and not of exclusion. 

Mr. Speaker, the next persons who will represent the University of 
Dacca arc two persons to he elected in the prescribed manner by the 
Executive Council of the Cniversity of Ducea, of whom one shall be a 
Muslim and one a Hindu. I notice that the framers, the sponsor* and 
the supporters oi the Dili are very anxious for representing the Univer- 
sity of Dacca from a limited constituency. The Executive Council of 
the University of Dana, so far as I am aware, has no more than 17 
members and of these 17 members, you have certain e.r-<tfficio members 
and certain members nominated by the Government. I am not mistaken, 
Sir, if I say that in the University of Dacca you have got an Academic 
Council, on which sit the Professors, the Headers and other teachers 
of the Cniversity of Dacca. Why the Academic Council has been 
found incapable of representing the Cinvcrsih <>f Dacca I fail to see 
and why should the election be limited merely to the Executive Council 
of the Univeisity of Dacca is a question whuh my friend Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman will answer •»<nne day. 

Sir, the Cniversity of Calcutta is sought to be represented in a 
manner which is most humiliating to it, remembering full well that SO 
per cent, of the members ot the Senate of the much maligned Univer- 
sity of Calcutta are nominees of the Government of the day, remember- 
ing further that 10 more per cent, of the members of the Senate are 
indirectly elected by the 80 plus 10 elected members. Therefore 
Government has directly or indirectly control over 00 per cent, of the 
members of the Senate of the University of Calcutta and yet what do 
we find ? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I have 5 minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I shall not dilate on 
the question of the representation of the University oftCalcutta because 
17 
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I belong to it. I say this that the University of Calcutta has been 
treated in the most niggardly spirit possible. Other members who are 
not so intimately connected with the University of Calcutta as 1 am 
will speak on this point. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, we have a constituency of Head Masters of 
approved high schools for boys. Remember, Sir, the girls’ schools 
have been sedulously kept out of this constituency. Of these five 
Head Masters, two shall be Muslims and three shall he Hindus (of 
whom one shall he a member of the Scheduled Castes). There are 
roughly about 1,400 odd high schools within the jurisdiction of the 
University of Calcutta and there are high schools operating under the 
jurisdiction of the Secondary Education Board of Dacca functioning 
not under statute hut under executive fiat all these years. Sir, it will 
he most unfair, most unfortunate, if the constituency of the Head 
Masters from which experts w T ith independence can possibly find an 
approach and an entrance to the Secondary Education Board is limited 
in this manner. 

Then, Sir, we find one Head Mistress of an approved high school 
for girls to he elected in the prescribed manner by the Head Mistresses 
of such schools. In the presence ot distinguished ladies in this House, 
I dare not oppose this measure. 1 can only point out to you the limited 
number of such Head Mistresses. 

Then, Sir, with regard to d(>) two Principals (Mr. V \zlar 

Rahman: You oppose the appointment ot ladies?) 1 never opposed 

ladies — unlike yourself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I hope the pioeeedings will lw» reported at your 
house. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have had no home 
for the last two or three weeks; I have made this place my house and 
possibly in another two or three weeks’ time if this measure goes on 
I shall make it my grave. 

There is a provision for 7 representatives of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly to be elected in the presented manner by and from the 
members thereof, of whom three shall l>e Moslems, three shall be 
Hindus (of whom one shall he a memlter of the Scheduled Castes) and 
one shall be an Anglo-Indian or European. The Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Symbolises “Bengal's Parliament” and, as a member, I have 
such great and grave respect for its wisdom and its academic knowledge 
that I cannot certainly subscribe to the view that the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly should go out of the picture in the composition, at any rate, 
of the Secondary Education Board of this province. It is sometimes 
supposed that th* Bengal Legislative Assembly like the famous Bridge 
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of Sighs in Venice stands between educational reform on the one hand 
and the political controversy on the other. But the manner in which 
its representation will be permitted on the Board is so vague and is 
under such a thick cloud of smoke .screen that 1 should like the Hon Tile 
Minister for Education to be more specific alxmt it. Its composition 
by the Statute is well known to us. Then, if the prescribed manner 
does not deal with its composition trained under the Government of 
India Act, UhT>, either the members of this side of the House, who 
have the good fortune of lieing returned, will be absolutely under the 
domination of the (io\erninent of the day or will not he returned at all. 
The first alternative, Mr. Speaker, 1 view with equanimity. Because 
in that ^vent there will be no Opposition, but we shall suffer tinanciully 
because unless there are speeches in the House and unless there are 
sittings of the Assembly, then our [nickels,-- if not our conscience, — 
differ. Mr. Speaker, we have on the proposed Board two representa- 
tives of the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil. According to the liest 
parliamentary conventions of which my friend, Dr. Sunyul, is our chief 
exponent, it is not permissible for a member of the Assembly to refer 
to that honourable and dignified, even though not efficient, ('hamber 
known as the second chamber of the Legislature. In the House* of 
('ominous reference to the House of lords is under interdict. You have 
I know been somewhat liberal in the interpretation of our rules and 
conduct and therefore I pas* by the Bengal Legislative Council not 
w'ith pleasure but with a sigh of relief. Then we have two non-official 
persons to be elected in the prescribed munnej by the members of the 
Provincial Board of Anglo-Indian and European Education. On 
imothei occasion 1 maintained that our Luntpean f fiends represented 
the vital interests <d the white elephants The sjieeies is extinct but 
the .species has left an artistn memory behind. Our friends were very 
anxious, when the Government of India Act was on the legislative 
anvil, that they should have a statutory lauird with statutory financial 
support. They have got it. The Bengal Legislature has got nothing 
to do with it. Having got it, they want to have their slut re here also. 
So far as they are (xuiceined. I am frequently reminded of the story in 
JEsop's Fables of a quarrel between two cats,- whether my friends 
opposite would prefer to he <ats or continue to remain lions and tigers 
is a question for them to solve. I*astly about women. Three women 
are t <4 be appointed by the Provincial Government of whom one shall 
be a Moslem, one a Hindu and one an Anglo-Indian or European, 
provided that one of the three women to be .so appointed shall lie the 
Deputy Directress of Female Education or, until such an office exists, 
an Inspectress of Schools. Mr. Speaker, our women friends wit] take 
care of themselves. I notice my friend. Mrs. Basina Murshed, one 
of the ministers of the Government of Bengal to-day, is perfectly 
willing to take care of herself. There are yet ten nominee* of the 
Government of Bengal. What is the good of framing the constitution 
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of a Secondary Education Board like this? Will it serve the interest 
of the country, will it be able to shoulder the heavy responsibility 
imposed on it, will the Moslems be happy under it? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Yes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My friend, Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi, says, yes: Yes, Sir, is not always “not no”; in 
politics “yes” means “no”. The time will come when my friend, the 
ex-Lord Mayor of Calcutta, along with his brother followers in faith, 
will see that this Bill has not been designed for the purpose of securing 
better and more education for the Moslem community. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, in order to fix our programme as to which 
of the amendments are going to be moved. I think it will be helpful 
in expeditiously disposing of the amendments if T call the amendments, 
one by one, and puss over those which will not be moved. 

(Mr. Speaker then called out amendments Nos. 41-07, which were 
not moved.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, we cannot follow if you 
go on so hurriedly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : As far as I can see, all the amendments, except- 
ing Nos. fit).) and (>(»(> and one motion of the Eiuopeun Group, are not 
going to be mo\ed. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: I think there will be some minor 
amendments to 1 >e lmned also. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: It may be that these big 
amendments may be lost, but there are other small amendments which 
we would like to move. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 think the other amendments are of absolutely 

minor importance. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: There is another point* Sir. 
These amendments are concerned with the constitution of the Board as 
a whole. Supposing we do not succeed in getting through all these 
amendments, amendments for smaller changes in the composition of 
the Board may be suggested. Therefore, I suggest that the amend- 
ments be taken up one by one. 

Mr* SPEAKER • Yes, that is what I am doing, and I have disposed 
of up to amendment No. $7. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will it not be bettor to allow ua 
some little time, say, ten minutes for going through them P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to give t lie House the fullest facility to 
discuss the matter, and therefore what I suggest is that after the next 
amendment is moved, the other two amendments, being of an identical 
nature, will be moved, one after another. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, may T draw your attention 
to the fact that since so many amendments have been moved by the 
members it may be a fact that the whole clause will be opposed but if 
a particular amendment fails there may be other minor amendments 
which Government may accept and which we may move. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must know it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I rise to oppose the Gov- 
ernment motion and accord my whole-hearted support to the motion 
that has been so ably moved by my honourable friend Mr. Banerji. I 
do not think that I can improve upon his constructive criticism and I 
have no hesitation again to repeat that if really Government have in 
their heart the welfare of education and educational systems in this 
province they should not hesitate to accept this amendment. 

Sir, Government have by this motion tried to constitute the Board 
by proportionate representation of the two major communities in the 
province on communal lines and practically on population basis. Sir, 
we all know the recommendations of the Sadler Commission. The 
Sadler Commission made this observation : “It is clear that the success 
of the Board s work will depend upon its combining expert judgment 
with an intimate knowledge of the needs and sentiments of the people”. 
It was not in the mind of the Commission to give representation ou 
population basis or communal basis, but they thought that if it was 
not done on communal basis, there must be >oine provision made where- 
by the needs and sentiments of the different communities would be 
represented. Sir, that can he done by representation of persons, either 
Muslims or Hindus, who have got sufficient academic experience and 
knowledge and who will be supposed to have an intimate knowledge 
about the needs ami sentiments of the communities. So, if we think 
that the needs and sentiments of the different communities should not 
be neglected or overlooked but should la* respected, we should not have 
Iny sound reason for objecting to such representation as has been 
suggested by our amendment. With this improvement in our amend- 
ment we will be able to remove communalism from the sphere of educa- 
tion. That is the improvement that has been suggested in our 
amendment. 
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Sir, when we examine the amendment that has been tabled by the 
European Group, we find that they have omitted sub-clauses (0), ( 10 ) 
and ( 11 ). In omitting these sub-clauses, Sir, they agree with us, if 
I am correct in understanding their viewpoint, to a certain extent in 
the matter of principle of representation. Otherwise they would not 
have omitted these sub-clauses, namely, Nos. (0), ( 10 ) and ( 11 ). 

Another fact, Sir, which w r e should also remember is that in making 
recommendations the Sadler Commission also made this observation 
that the majority of the members of the Board should be non-official, 
i.e., not in receipt of salary paid directly by Government. Now, Sir, 
though, the number of the officials who are in receipt of salary directly 
paid by Government and who are in the Board will not be in the 
majority, still, Sir, the tendency has been to allot such number to the 
salaried officials that will have some influence in forming majority in 
the Board as is intended by t lie Government. So, if we have any respect 
for the recommendations of the Sadler Commission, Government should, 
though they say that they are sponsoring this Bill after those recom- 
mendations, bear in mind the important and pertinent recommenda- 
tion that was made by the Commission, namely, that the number of 
salaried officers must not be in majority. In our amendment, we have 
tried to do so by reducing their number. 

Sir, as Mr. Banerji has said, we do not like to keep vague the 
method of appointment of the President who will have to do a great 
deal in the matter of execution of the policy and principle of the Educa- 
tion Board which will he the new authority for the control and develop- 
ment of secondary education in the province. If the Hon’hle Minister 
for Education will only look at the amendments under clause 7 as 
tabled by our party, lie will be convinced of the fact that t lie amend- 
ment on sub-clause (/) under clause 4 is an amendment which should 
be accepted without any hesitation, namely, that the President should 
be appointed iu the manner hereinafter provided. The manner w re 
have suggested is that the appointment of the President should he 
made in such a way as will safeguard the proper appointment of the 
post which is very important so far as the Board is concerned. 

Sir, we have in our amendment to clause 18 suggested representa- 
tion by election In votes and uot by nomination as suggested by the 
Government by the Indian Christian Association. 

Sir, I do not think that this amendment can be in any way opposed 
either on principle or when we consider this question from the point 
of view that the Indian Christian community is also an important 
community which has contributed much towards the development of 
education in this country. They should never go unrepresented on 
the Board. 1 do not know if that community will also like that they 
will enter by the back-door, namely, by nomination. By sub-clause 
( 19 ) we have suggested representation of agricultural, technical and 
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physical education and also commercial education. As has been said 
by different speakers during the discussion of this Bill that if we are 
to develop secondary education, certainly we should include commercial 
education, agricultural education and other technical education in the 
curriculum of our secondary education. It is only meet und proper 
that if we have to develop this special education, we must include some 
representatives who have knowledge about this special education. By 
sub-clauses {14) and (/•>) we have onh tried to narrate the manner 
in which the election of representatives from the Legislative Assembly 
and the Legislative Council be taken in. We do not like to keep it 
in the hands of the Government, because if the Government want fair 
representation from these two Legislatures, there is no reason to give 
it in the manner in which they want to have representation from these 
two Legislatures. Sir, we can say without the fear of being con- 
tradicted that in suggesting this amendment we have only kept in oui 
mind the welfare of education and of the educational system in this 
province. 

Sir, as I was submitting, if wp take persons who have academic 
experience and who have also knowledge of the opinions, views and 
sentiments of the community there can he no apprehension of any 
community’s interests being jeopardised in their hands Keeping that 
point m view, we have inserted two sub-clauses, n: , sub-clauses (7) 
and ( it » tor taking in persons w ho combine in them expenence in educa- 
tional line and knowledge of views and sentiments of the communities 
In sub-clause {7) we suggest five persons to be elected b\ the pro- 
fessors and teachers of the Calcutta Cniversity from among themselves 
to represent the following departments of "Indies, namely, Science, 
Sanskrit. Bengali, Islamic Studies and Teachers’ Training. In sub- 
clause (//> we have suggested three persons to be elected bv the 
Academic Council of the Dacca CinversiU from among the professors 
and teachers of the said Cniversity to represent the following depart- 
ments of studies, namely, Science, Islamic Studies and Teachers Train- 
ing. If this amendment is not accepted by Government, the irresist- 
ible conclusion is that they are not prepared to forego communal 
representation, because if they accept this amendment there will be 
no apprehension of their interests or their culture being jeopardised. 

With these few words, I beg to commend the amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr, SPEAKERS There is just one matter which I want to say. 
It appears that there are cerlain difficulties now in members banding 
over to me a list. I understand that the substantial amendments 
which will be moved are ()(>•"> and fiCIJ and the amendment which will be 
moved by the European Group is No. Toff. There are also certain 
minor amendments which will be moved. The Krinhak Proja Party 
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also want to more one amendment. My intention is to close the debate 
on this clause finally by Tuesday night. I hope that this will satisfy 
all sections of the House. In order to simplify the procedure what 
I suggest is : let the other minor amendments be moved one after 
another on Monday and everything will be put to vote on Tuesday. 

i 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: That will be all right, Sir. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That meets with our wishes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. On Monday, let all the minor amendments be 
moved. After that, let the debate go on. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: If our considered 
amendment goes, then we want to move the other amendments. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That depends on me how I put the motions to 
vote. You must let me know when you move it. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Some members of the Coalition 
Party also want to speak on this clause supporting the motion and 
opposing the amendment moved by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 
because this is a very important matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall keep open all the motions till Tuesday 
night, so that anybody can speak. 

Srtjut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA : TOtffa TOW, 

wrfa w* *pr*t to rortfw tomot 

Tfa i facro «< toi cro to tojto to 

TOptm tfoi *1 tjiTOT Tiro to$ 4% Srw»n favfc 

c^tvfe 'T&OTt fafa TO71 TO TtTOH fTTO TO<5 

WltprtfiTTOl CTO CVft^F T9 TOT (TOTO f*TO fTTO TO" 5>t$l TOT 
TO' TOT? ^ TO* 4$ foTOT fro? 4* ’KrfTO tfTO TOl r 
front 8 TOm to fro* *rori“ tot* fr* ^ 

TOl CTOS TO* I $ <TTO TOT! TOTOU ’lotTOs VIW 

ittT ftcTO TOtTO I CTOffoTO ^ CTO *I5TO (X 

rw*JK<tti tos tor inn (^) ; 

wx Tf* crofrt ctffros^ froTO’t* TOTtft inn faro 

*RTR f TOWfos TOrf? T5 ^tTOTQ TOl % ; TOt5| 

TOfii toTO cro^t faj TOs 1 fas to*i wtfw ct'ttto to'* cro cnrTO 
Trfvcr f*RV TOl ro $1 fro TOtTO Yltf%5tT 4FI* tf^pr^TO I 
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W Pm CTO§? 4$ RTOffa PoTTO TTMTC? ♦jrypF * 

^51 C'TS^l ?tvft? TO ? I I ? s *C1t?? tfHtt? “President 

to be appointed in the manner hereinafter provided.' ' ?f*r 
TOTl TOT C% &T 6 4TfS HTOTtfos panel 018 «TC?? TO 

tot crs?i to) <toh 4w?cr *fs<CT«fr Ptttot ?ro? 

stet? *r?fTO ?fcf?<?mi, ?sr *rf?ro *? tos *ttc? i toh toto^t grrofc 

?rc? c?*f? TO c? c?ta§? ?st fir? w fa^ts? tfTO 

o^Qm ??Pt i *rpmi Pro? Pt^ttr ?i tot f-w? tt< f^rtr^ fiq'tro? 
trti *pst? h?i toc^ i ^pto ?$f£ argro 4TOr ?? fr? cTO? tor 
tot <TOre i 4? ?t ?"g?rnr? frow ?Tfe ^n *m^? tin to it* to ?i c? 

tftm <pl T?Tft*R Pm? 5fe 4?? cQ^F *ff%itT?? $*f? C*fQ¥l CTO CTOtt? 4T 

n^pmr to 4* ?*gro? §to tpTOr h *ns? tito? *rj to, ficro * fioir?? 
jfros TOr tto i fire? c? tot ?tto <stre 4 $ TOgptftur to, Prnrt? * 
^rronr ?p!pr ctq?i tom tffai $0? ?"gro? tot ?to . r?*tcs to 
<w Pm croff §o? ’rgro* TOrw^fr to? to? sr?i c?rg *fk? 
TOj^tfw totto *tfot? tor, Ssrfc ?fa^t? 1 tot fan cstrfra Htfror? cTO? 

*R fro. TO?? TOT TOT TOR — TOtr* TORI, TOrtTO TOlTT (^ CTOTO* 

TOfg fV?)— itmr tot? tot? faj ?t*i 

fTOR tpStPre Pm C?frf Calcutta University? ^ Dacca University? 
Vice-Chancellor 4?* Director of Public Instruction.*!? ?CW '5t? 

Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muslim EducationOTS 
TORT? ?T?T1 TO^ I Assistant Director ???TO TOT Htft TOff? TOp> ?| j 
firf? Director of Public Instructions? ur^PTT TO! 3f? >ftTOT ?t*fR ^tt? 
CTO? ?TOT 5 to? ( 3) ?pfH WKt TOTO? T TT?*f? CTO$ Head of the 
Department of Islamic studies, Dacca UniversityC 3 ? C?0?f? ?Pm TOTC?[ 
'#*• ?TfrTOt? TOpnfe* TOTRT ?T^l 31 OfTOfl? Head of Sanskrit 
Department, Calcutta UniversityCR C?i?f? tP^T? TOIT^ | TO5"lf?TOIt?r? 
?l TOT 4TOf TOT! W ?! 31 ^irr^ CTOH TO I TOpnftrT f^f?nr 

feTO c?fi£ tffiSrs 77? S3? totou? tot, 7 to, ?tto q tcto ■to toft? 

'■TlTOH TO3^ I ^I? v f? “Five persons to be elected by the Senate of the 

Calcutta University in the prescribed manner of whom two shall bo 

Muslims and three Hindus of whom one shall be a member of the 

Scheduled caste 4?t “Seven representatives of the Bengal Legislative 

Assembly to be elected in the prescribed manner three of whom shall 

be Muslims, three Hindus and one shall be an Anglo-Indian or European'* 

tf«tc? TO3*tf?rosf? *ffons tou to foffsro *iwfm ¥ti 

• * 
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57 1 Government fa ?f«fl prescribed TOT 

fa? *rm <? ifr **$ i trsft?r 

(6) Two persons will be elected by the Principals and 
Professors of Colleges affiliated to the Calcutta University of whom 
one must be Principal of such a College. (7) Five persons to be elected 
by the Professors and teachers of the Calcutta University from among 
themselves to represent the following departments of studies, namely, 
•Science, Sanskrit, Bengali, Islamic Studies and Teachers’ Training. 
(8) One person to be elected by the Executive Council of the Dacca 
University. (14) Seven persons to be elected by the members of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly according to the principle of propor- 
tional representation by means of single transferable vote. (10) Two 
persons to be elected by the members of the Bengal Legislative Council 
according to the principle of proportional representation by means of 
single transferable vote. (1(>) One person to be elected by the Execu- 
tive Committees of the Bengal National.# Indian, Marwari and the 
Muslim Chambers of Commerce at Calcutta. (19) Three persons to be 
co-opted by the Board as experts in Agricultural, Technical and 

Physical Education. G faf t^T 717T1 vSl 

^7T, fan? 5CCS Bengal Legisla- 
tive Assembly cvfr^ SR members single transferable vote Tfal 

faf tFT ?mi stto i <4* cn? erz ‘-tm’s 

R — TPM Legislative Assembly Legislative Councils *URT 

faf tl5*T \5*|7 & representation faf tTR <T?H 5T I 

Chambers of Commerce c v JU* tjfaftfa G ?UH?1 

TOTC^ Tt?1 fa* 2 ! 5 ! ?7 TPfiR 3 T5tlT31 

Vntl^ I Agricultural, Technical and Physical Education^? 

ExpertsOR co-opt G *R 1 TOTCS U? tsffa $rp 5 

aft juto i nft to tit fan? cwvx 

f?? c*r *n yc? i i\ w %*V5 ftfars s 4 Cs fan? 

cot^t nt? rzftfc oti vm Sfa i nfc fiw 

Muslim, Hindu, Schedule Caste fatft? fafaj* 

tnii? vst^f ^ri su <4?* n^m 57 f*m *n 

toi <*rfan, *fan « ctwiw fan fao yy t nraft 

n< *rr $ 4* i fan £tfaj ifin tffas *? 

<w fan*fttf cnev* ^^7i ?fa m ttxx hg r* g 
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FTTO$> <7T$ I 4$* 

^rww tpm im tow tpsft ^r*t fartot* ^i i 

^^5 $t°1 1^*1 ^TtMlfl S*nr 'Tdji Q »t$W CTCf <lt W> I 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I support the amendment that 
has been placed from this side of the House. This Bill, as I said on 
a former occasion seeks to officialise and eommunalise education. Let 
me first tell the House why I think that it seeks to officialise educa- 
tion. This Bill is practically tying the secondary education in the pro- 
vince to the chariot wheels of the Government. Really, the anxiety 
of the Government to load the Board with their nominees and with 
their appointees is not understood Why fear this Board? It has 
really no autonomy . Please look at section 4*>. Section 4”> provides 
that the “Provincial Government may, by order in writing, suspend 
the execution of any resolution or order of the Board, the Executive 
Council or any Committee constituted under this Act, and prohibit the 
doing of a in act which purports to be done or to be intended to be 
done under this Act, if in the opinion of the Provincial Government 
such a resolution, order or Act, is m excess of the powers conferred 
by” etc., etc Now, Sir, if in the opinion of the Government the 
Board in any case goes wrong, Government have the power to take 
drastic steps against it even to the extent of annulling its proceedings. 
One cannot imagine that there can be a more shameful and more naked 
fascism in the field of education. Armed with such power Govern- 
ment are not satisfied. The\ want to pack the Board with their own 
nominees and appointees. Ju-t look at the Board as proposed by 
Government consisting of 4* members. There are. I have given only 
a hurried glance through it at this moment, as many us 17 members 
to be appointed by Government One is the President; then the V : ice- 
Chunceilor of the Dacca ITiiversity who is appointed by Government 
and is in the pay of the Government. Sir, it is a very well known 
truth that people who are in the pay of the Government find it very 
difficult to exercise their own discretion and judgment even in matters 
educational. 1 am not casting any reflection on the present Vice- 
Chancellor of the Dacca CniversiU. He is a friend of mine and 1 
know him thoroughly well What I mean to say is that a man who 
is in the pay of Government cannot be expected to discharge his duties 
in his own discretion in all circumstances. Then there are the follow- 
ing: Director of Public instruction (sub-clause (4s)\ then sub-clause 
( 5 ), the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muslim Educa- 
tion; after that sub-clause { 20 ) three women to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government, and next comes sub-clause { 21 ), under which 
ten persons are to be appointed by the Provincial Government. This 
makes a total of 17. Besides these 17 members who are pure and 
simple Government’ s own people there are other members on the Board 
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who may be regarded as demi-officials. For reasons more than one 
and also for want of time I do not propose to scrutinise the Bill in 
that light. What I intend to stress is that the nominees of the Gov- 
ernment officials and demi-officials can hardly be expected to go con- 
trary to the views, contrary to the inclinations of the Government even 
in matters relating to education. 

Sir, I have particularly to speak something about the President. 
The Bill provides that the President shall be appointed by the Pro- 
vincial Government in their discretion. We do not agree. We hold 
that the President should be a man of outstanding eminence, a man of 
outstanding educational acquirements, a man who knows what educa- 
tion is, a man who can discern educational ideas and educational ideals 
of the present day and of the past. He must be an independent man, 
a non-official gentleman of outstanding eminence. The Government 
might as well leave the President to be appointed by the Board itself 
and might throw the onus on the Executive Council to appoint a Secre- 
tary, a whole-time man for doing day-to-day routine work. That is 
not in the Bill. What I mean to say is that the President must he a 
man who can he expected to exercise his judgment unhampered by the 
frowns or favours of the powers that be. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What about fury? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Yes, Sir, fury too. You know 
better than I what the fury of the Government is, because you are not 
altogether unconcerned with matters educational. I say that the 
President must be absolutely an independent man. In this respect, 
I submit that the amendment is decidedly superior to the provision 
made by the Government. It does not deny the right of Government 
to appoint a President. But Government must not have unfettered 
discretion to exercise it in any way they like to suit the party political 
ends. It must he a choice subject to the conditions laid down by this 
House and one of t lie conditions that we propose is that the President 
shall be appointed by the Provincial Government on the recom- 
mendation of a Special Committee — composed of whom? — a Committee 
composed of h firebrand political agitators? No, but of men wdio can 
speak on education with authority. The first is Minister in charge of 
Education, the second the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, 
not an unknown entity, the third the Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Dacca, the fourth, the Chairman of the Public Services Commission 
and the fifth the Educational Commissioner with the Government of 
India. Sir, what is the idea? The idea is that any recommendation 
from such a body is bound to be helpful to a right appointment. If 
the Government refuse to accept this very wholesome, very modest and 
very reasonable amendment suggested by us, it would show not merely 
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their obstinacy but also their senseless obduracy. The conditions laid 
down by us will have the wholesome effect that the man who will be 
appointed as President subject to this condition will be a man whose 
educational qualifications, and educational eminence, will be beyond 
question. There is no reason therefore why the Government should 
refuse to accept this condition. 

Now, Sir, I will turn to the other matter, namely, communal con- 
sideration. Of course, this clause is not really based on communal 
election. We call it communal because it drives weightuge to a parti- 
cular community far in excess of what might reasonably be demanded 
by that community. If we look at the table of schools, the number of 
students, the labour and money contributed by the respective com- 
munities, can any one say that the contributions of Mussalmans have 
been far in excess or at all in excess or at all commensurate with the 
weightage given to them in this Pill! 1 mean no reflection against my 
Muslim friends. What I mean to sa\ is this that the contribution of 
the Muslim community has not been such as to justify the weightage 
given in this Bill to the Muslim community. Without going into 
details, without going into figures, I may say about HO per cent, of the 
students are Hindus and perhaps more than <H() per cent, of the money 
contribution is from t he Hindus. The labour is predominantly Hindu 
labour that has gone to build up the educational super-structure in this 
land. Still, an unjustified weightage is given to the Muslim com- 
munity. I can show you and the House that all this has been done 
not from any educational consideration. 1 repeat what 1 said in my 
speech the other day and made abundantly clear, viz., that this was 
not an educational Bill but a power-grabbing Bill, a communal Bill. 
Just for a moment look at sub-clause {S) of the clause under discussion 
which provides that one of the (\r-offmo members must be the Provost 
of oue of the Muslim Halls of the l Diversity <d Dacca to be elected by 
rotation. What is the idea in having the Piovost ot one ot the Muslim 
Halls on the Board unless it be to gne an artificial weightage to the 
Muslims? You may say that he is there to protect the educational 
interests of the Muslim community. Without meaning any reflection 
on the educational and cultural attainments of the present incumbent 
—I know the gentleman— the Provost of the Dacca Muslim Hall need 
not be an expert in matters relating to secondary education. It you say 
that the Provost of the Dacca Muslim Hull is bound to be a man of 
educational attainments and therefore his inclusion in the Board w'ill 
help the cause of Muslim education, m\ reply is, there is the Head of 
the Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic of the L Diversity of 
Dacca, there is the Head of the Arabic and Persian Department of the 
University of Dacca and there is also the Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Muslim Education on the Board. There are so many 
people who could be relied on for the protection of Muslim interests. 
But what is the idea of having a man who is not w expert in matters 
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relating to secondary education unless it be to guarantee the artificial 
weightage given to the Muslim community? Sir, this is not fair, this 
is not reasonable and this is not just. We have made it clear on more 
than one occasion on the floor of this House that we on this side of the 
House stand absolutely opposed to any communal consideration, any 
communal representation, in matters educational. We regard educa- 
tion generally and secondary education in particular as a laboratory in 
which the substance known as nation building will be manufactured. 
We believe secondary education to be a laboratory in which a com- 
posite culture— not particularly Hindu culture, not particularly Muslim 
culture but a composite culture, viz., the Indian culture — is manufac- 
tured. And also we believe that secondary education is the instru- 
ment that will make the Bengali bo\ , Hindu or Mussulman, fit for the 
struggle for existence. Therefore what is needed is that people who 
are really competent to speak on education, people who have studied 
educational problems of this country and other countries, people who 
have educational ideas, people who have studied educational psychology 
and also people who know agriculture, industry and commerce, all these 
people should be there. I have made it clear the other day that agri- 
culture has no communal colour and industry has no communal colour. 

When it is a question of agricultural or industrial science, is there 
any one in this House who would be so communal-minded as to say 
that agriculture is a Hindu science or a Muslim science? In these 
matters what really does count is experiment and research, what really 
do count are educational ideas, what really does count is experience. 
Therefore, we on principle stand opposed to any communal considera- 
tions in matters of education. I know the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
who is also the Minister of Education, if left to himself, will not think 
of education from a communal point of view. I might tell this House 
of his own college at Chakhar. It is very good of him to have made 
it in his own village which is almost my village too. If we take into 
consideration the staff he has appointed, you will see. Sir, that this 
staff is not realh Muslim in composition; it is rather Hindu in com- 
position. Not that the Education Minister has got any .super-abundance 
of love for the Hindu community in preference to his co-religionists, but 
that in appointing the Hindu staff he has selected the best men available 
for the educational uplift of his community and incidentally of the 
other community. As regards the Committee of that college, although 
I am not sure, I believe the Committee is not purely communal in com- 
position. What I mean to say is this that when a man is left to him- 
self, when he is free to judge things as they really are, he is not com- 
munal. The Hon’ble Minister will have to admit that be is really 
doing no justice to his country, that he is really doing no justice to 
his community, but that he is really digging the educational grave of 
his own people if he is really obdurate in passing this Bill in tvto , as 
it is. • 
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With these few words. Sir, 1 accord my whole-hearted support to 
this motion. 


Adjournment. 


It being 11-3 a. m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4’) p.m. on Monday, the loth 
September, 1941, at the Assembly House, (aim Mu. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 15th September, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haqfe, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The book “Red Hell” by Joseph Ameei. 

•156. (Short Noticf.) Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUM- 
DAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment 1 m; pleased to state whether the attention of Government has 
been drawn to a book entitled “Bed Hell” by Joseph Ameei, 
published by BoWts Hale, Ltd., of 102, Great Bussel Street, London, 
and printed in (Heat Britain by Northumberland Press Ltd., Gateshead 
on Tyne, containing scurrilous propaganda against the Government of 
the Soviet Union, now being prominently displayed in several Calcutta 
bookshops including Thacker Spink and Co.? 

(b) Whether it is the intention of Government to adopt — 

(/) any specific measures in respect of the circulation of this book; 
and 

(ti) any definite policy regarding scurrilous propaganda against the 
Soviet Government. 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (« j and (fy No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer “No” to question (b) (r'G, namelv, whether Government pro- 
pose to adopt any definite policy regarding scurrilous propaganda 
against the Soviet Government, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is the intention of Government to see that such 
scurrilous propaganda is not allowed or whether Government has no 
definite policy with regard to the carrying on of such propaganda? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the answer 

goes, it applies to both t he questions (?) anil (»?). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to the 
book “lied Heir" by Joseph Ameel. 1 asked whether it is the intention 
of Government to adopt any definite policy regarding scurrilous 
propaganda against the Soviet Government and the answer is “No’\ 
My supplemental y question is whether it is the intention of Govern- 
ment in the absence ot any definite policy to allow such scurrilous 
propaganda against the Soviet Go\ernment to go on at the present 
moment 'i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: W!iore\er there is any 
new propaganda, this question will he treated oil its merits and Govern- 
ment will act accordingly . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hnn’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the hook entitled “Red Hell” by 
Joseph Ameel, which is a icient puldieation now being sold in the 
Ualeutta l»ooK-"talis and which (ontains seiirrilous and vicious propn- 
ganda against the Soviet Government, will be allowed to eireulate at 
f he presen t moment v 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : I assume that in view 
of the pi esent situation, people will not he Inning ot leading this hook 
and no useful purpose will he served h\ giving it undue ptominence by 
banning it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether similar piopaganda will he allow- 
ed to U* eanied on against any o! the all i<*<! Governments at the present 
moment ‘f 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilonhle 
Miniver he pleased to state whether, apart from his hope that buyers 
will not buy or read a hook of this desinption, it is the policy of 
Government to allow by lonnivame en< ouraireinent of such hooks/ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Aft far as I am concern- 
ed, 1 have not gone through the hook and I do not know* what in in it. 
But I feel no useful purpose will he sened by giving undue importance 
to this book. s 

18 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether since the question was tabled, be 
called for this book ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs Will the Honble 

Minister bo pleased to state whether he has ascertained as to whether 
the contents of this book come under the Defence of India Art or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, 1 have not ascertain- 
ed it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it U his intention to ascertain 

whether the contents of this book come under the purview of the 
Defence of India Act ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will have it examined. 

Meeting of Munshiganj Hindu Sabha. 

•157. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI : (,/i Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department la* pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— 

( i ) that the Kuhdi visional Officer, Munshiganj, withheld permis- 
sion to hold a general meeting of the members of Munshi- 
ganj Hindu Sabha announced to be held on dOth July, 1941; 
and 

(«»’) that this meeting was called for the purpose of electing new 
office-bearers of Munshiganj Hindu Sabha? 

(b) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Ilou’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for withholding permission by 
the Suhdivisionul Officer for holding the meetings? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate issuing a circular to all Execu- 
tive heads of districts prohibiting interference with holding of such 
meetings ? 

Th6 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a){i) and (c) No. 

(**) 1 have no information. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Mr« ATUL CHANDRA 8EN* With reference to answer (rt't 
do I understand the Hon hie Minister to say that no such meeting 1 was 
to tie held or the meeting was held without the interference of the 
authorities Y 

» li© Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. the real point is 
that the District Magistrate ot Dacca put a ban on all meetings in the 
Dacca district and the meeting was not withheld by the permission of 
the Snbdivisional Office], hut by the District Magistrate of Dacca. 
T\ hen these people approached the Suhdix isional (Mlieer, the Subdivi- 
sional Officer dm < ted them to refer the matter to the District 
Magistrate of Dacca, hut the\ did not do so. 


$j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’lde 
Minister he pleased to state it In* considcis it necev»ar\ for :iti\ general 
meeting ot any organisation to secure permission from the Magistrate 
or the Subdivision:)! Othcer concerned l' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was a general ban 
and where t lie Magistrate was satisfied permission was given auto- 
matically If these gentlemen had referred the mailer to the District 
Magistrate. I believe. there would have been no difficulty in obtaining 
permission. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: M.\ poi„i ,s this. 

Whether uridei tin* rules or by the order <»f the District Magistrate 
concerned, is it the intention of the fiovernment that lor aii\ general 
meeting or any meeting of any organisation, whether of Hindu Sabha 
or of Muslim League, it is necessary for the organisers to secure 
permission from the authorities concerned!' 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. The Hon’ble 
Minister sa\s that there was a general ban on all meetings. That was 
the reason why this ease arose. 


8j. 'NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, the question arises 
because in this ease it was a general meeting and not a public meeting 
and the question of taking permission from the Magistrate does not 
arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A general ban w'as there on all meetings, 
whether it was a Hindu Sabha meeting or a Muslim league meeting. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (?/), 
wliere tbe llon’hle Minister says that he has no information, did he 
take necessary steps to have the information asked for? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Restriction of movements of two persons of Faridpur under Defence of 

India Rules. 

*158. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the llon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(/) that one Samarendiu Si n ha oi Hajhuri, and one Surendra Nath 
Datta of Madaripur, both in the district of Faridpur, are 
nelsons upon whom order- ot restriction oi movements have 
been passed under t he Defence ot India Holes; 

(it) that the atoiesud two person- were earning then livelihood 
while under orders ot restriction h\ eoa< lnnir school boys; 
and 

(m) that both oi the sard two pet son- hn\t been juoliibiied by the 
Police to coach boys? 

(b) If the answer to (ai is in the aflirmut i\ e, will the llon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons tor (mpimnu tho>e two persons 
ot their onl\ means of li\tdihood? 

(r) Has the llon'hle Minister considered the propriety oi enabling 
♦ he persons under older-* of resfuetitm to earn their livelihood by 
honest means? 

{</) Is ihi> llon’hle Mmistei also eon-ideiin^ the desirability of 
frmntim? allowances ioi maintenance and other necessities of Hie to 
persons who are depnved ot (lie means of livelihood a- an effect of the 
orders oi restriction ot movements passed upon them? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: u>, un> and (c) Yes. 

(ti) They worked as piivate tutors. 1 

(b) In the interest of public security the local officers corn-blend it 
necessary to make it impossible tor them to exercise a had political 
influence *m impressionable boys. 

(d) I refer the honourable member to the policy ot Government 
announced in th^ House on 19th September, 1940. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
'pleased to Mate whether Government have been informed of any 
instance of any of the.se two persons having ever exercised a bad 
political influence upon anybody in the locality where they are living? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whether they have 
done it in the past or mu is not the question. Government felt that 
if these persons Mere allowed to have contact with ^oung and 
impressionable boys thex would lead them astray. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will tl n* Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the local ofticeis have informed the Govern- 
ment 1 h a f thex have leiisuiis to believe that these two persons have 
exercised or are about to exercise a bad political influence on 
impressionable box s '? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in view of their record 
ill Calcutta, the Distnct Magistrate assumed that lliit would 1 m* the 
natural lestdt . 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have < onsideied the fact that, 
these two persons were taking up this private tutorship as their only 
means of livelihood and hx the police order thex haxe la*en deprived 
ot their nnlx means of earning their livelihood?' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 see no reason why 
flex should not hax.* other means of earning their livelihood than the 
private tutorship. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
phased to state whether Government will he pleased to enquire 
w 1 ether it l" a fad nr not that tliesv two persons had tried their 
utmost to take up other means ft! earning their livelihood, hut failed, 
and after having failed lhe\ took up this private tutorship to earn 
their livelihood 'f 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have no informal ion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government are informed that Hie two 
boys under private tutorship of these two persona were boxs of lower 
classes and as such Government had no reason for apprehension of these 
boys being politically influenced by their tutorsf f 
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Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My information is 
different from what the honourable member has stated. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is whether it is 
not a fact that these two schoolboys were bays reading 1 in the lower 
classes and as such Government had no ground for the apprehension 
that these two persons would exercise a bad political influence upon 
them. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think that one of 
them was a private tutor to a boy reading in Class X. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What about the other? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the age of these two box s and whether the opinion of 
their guardians was sought with regard to this question of bad 
political influence ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that the 

opinion of the guardian wa> sought, and 1 do not know the age of the 
boys. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability 
of assisting such persons in finding out other means of livelihood? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the circumstances 
disclosed in hi** reply, that the\ are unemploxed now, will t lie Hon 'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether they are entitled to any 
maintenance allow anee? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to .state whether it is a fact that the guardians of these two 
hoys are willing to have them as private tutors. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I have no information, 
hut that does not xnakc^anv difference. 
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Appointments made in the office of the Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department. 

•159. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Tlon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and IjOchI Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing from 1st January, 
194(1, up to date — 

(i) the total number of posts — 

(1) temporary, and • 

(2) permanent 

in the clerical and technical sections in the office of the 

Chief Engineer, Public Health Department; and 

(it) the appointments made in the department — 

(1) temporary, and 

(U) permanent 

during the period from — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(d) Scheduled Castes? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
appointments have been made in accordance with the communal ratio? 

(c) If the answer to is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (<n A statement in respect of the 
period from the 1st Jarman, 1940, to the dOth June, 1941, is laid on 
the Library Table. 

(b) and (r) The appointments ha\e Ireen made according to the 
comfhuna] ratio in respect of permanent posts and temporary clerical 
posts, hut in regard to temjiorary tec hnical appointments it was not 
possible to follow the communal ratio strictly, as technically qualified 
and experienced Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates have not been 
always available. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state with reference to answer and*(r) where he said 
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that communal ratio rules were not followed in the matter of temporary 
technical appointments, what is the nature of these appointments? . 
Do they include posts of overseers and engineers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is not possible to follow the communal ratio rules because suitable 
candidates are not available. If the honourable member wants to have 
a detailed list of these technical appointments, I want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Chief Engineer appointed 
some candidates of his own choice? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Wi 11 the Tlon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be will be pleased to make an enquiry into the 
matter himself ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If the honourable member gives any specific case in waiting, I shall 
be glad to make the enquiry. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sometimes Scheduled Caste 
candidates are not recommended by the party. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If the honourable memW gives me in writing any specific case, I 
will look into it. 


Distribution of augmentation grant. 

*160, Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department, be pleased to state the basis on which the 
augmentation grunts to District Boards in Bengal are made? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how much giants 
have been extended to the local bodies in Bengal, to balance the budgets 
in the District Boards ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that District Board roads and 
bridges have been damaged by the recent floods in Chittagong district? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount, 
if any, the Government contemplate to give to the District Board to 
meet the situation < 
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The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) A statement explaining the basis of distribution of the augmenta- 
tion grant is laid on the Table. 

(h) No grants are paid by Government for the purpose of balancing 
the budgets of the District Boards. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The matter has not been considered as no application for such 
financial assistance from Government has been received in mv depart- 
ment. 


Statement explain mtj the hosts of distribution of atttf mentation t/rant 
referred tit in clause {a) of starred question Ao. KiO. 

The principle of distribution of ihe augmentation grant, as followed 
up to the year 1934-35 was as follows: — 

The total amount of the augmentation grant for tin* Pmvince in a 
year was calculated at 2b per cent, of the road cess receipts realised 
in the penultimate year. Half of this amount was distributed to each 
district rateable, i.e., according to the amount of road cohn receipts 
realised in the district. The other half was distributed according to 
the mean proportion of the area and imputation of the district. 

The amount of the grant due to each district was calculated thus— 

(;') 12$ per cent, of the road (’ess receipts realised in the district; 
plus 

(it) the proportionate share of the moiety of the provincial augmen- 
tation grant, calculated on the mean proportion of t he area 
and imputation of the district. 

The actual distribution of the amount calculated according 1o (li) 
above to each District Board was left at the discretion of the Divisional 
Commissioners, the distribution }>eing made accmdmg to the needs of 
each district. 

2* In consideration of the financial stringency of Government, the 
question of reduction of augmentation grant was considered during the 
year 19*13-35 and it was decided in the year 1935 that the total amount 
of augmentation grant to }>e given to the District Boards in the Pro- 
vince as well as the amount to be given to each District Board should 
be fixed at the figures for the year 1934-35, without arty reference to 
the road cess income of the District Boards. This method has been 
followed in distributing the grant up to the current, financial year. 
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Election of Tippera District Board. 

•181. Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state with respect to Tippera district — 

(a) the date when the last District Board election took place; 

(b) the date when the next election is due; and 

(c) when do the Government intend to hold the next election? 

The Hon’ We Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The election of members of the Tippera District Board by the Sadar, 
Chandpur and Bruhmanbaria Local Boards was held on the 2nd, 5th and 
10th February, respectively, in the year 1036. 

(b) The next election of the District Board is due before 7th Novem- 
ber, 1041, on which date the five-year term of the present Board will 
expire. 

(r) The local boards in the district having been a liolished, the next 
general election of the Board will l>e held under section 361) of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act, for which the prerequisites are the 
delimitation of constituencies, preparation of electoral rolls, etc., as 
provided in the Rules for the direct election to District Boards. The 
question of delimitation of constituencies has been taken up and the next 
election will be held as soon as possible after the necessary preliminaries 
have been completed. 

Mr. SHAHEDALIl In view of the fact that the election took 
place in ihe month of February. 1636, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that the 5-\ear term expired in the month of February, 
1!)41, and not that it will expire on the 7th November, 1941, as stated 
by him ? 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The honourable member is aware that after the election, certain 
nominations took plate and the 5-year term is calculated from the date 
on which the constitution of t he Board is completed. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the delimitation of constituencies has been 
effected by the local authority and it has been sent up to the Govern- 
ment for approval ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I do not understand what the honourable member means by “has been 
effected”. The proposals regarding delimitation of constituencies 
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have been sent up by the local authorities for Government's approval, 
after consultation with the District Board members and others. I can- 
not understand how it is effected. 

Mr# 8HAHEDALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is fact that the District Board of Tippera has formed 
constituencies in different thanas to which the approval of the District 
Magistrate has been obtained and that the matter has been sent up 
for the approval of t lie Hon’ble Minister ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa! 

It ha s not come to my office and i know nothing about it. 1 will make 
enquiries. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what time will Ik* required for effecting the delimitation of constituen- 
cies and the preparation of electoral rolls! 1 ' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa! 

I cannot sa> . 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Operation of the Bengal Money-lenders Aot, 1940. 

94. Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: <«) Will the llon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state how 
long the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 1940, is in force? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of compiling 
statistics relating to the workings of the said Act, and its effect on the 
problem of indebtedness ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hcto’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Since the 
1st September, 1940. 

(6) Yes. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is in the contemplation of Government to bring 
in an amending Bill of the Bengal Money-lenders Act in view of' the 
manner iu which that Act has Wen working in ■the province? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. Here the only 
point is the ex ami nation of the effect of the Act on the problem of 
indebtedness. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With due respect to you, Sir, my 
question is, “Are the Government considering the desirability of 
compiling statistics relating to the working of the Act and its effect on 
the problem of indebtedness ?” 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, combined with statistics; but when there 
are no statistics, how can the question of bringing in an amending Bill 
arise ? 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon’ldc Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is now in possession of such facts 
as to consider the desirability of bringing in an amending Bill Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Several Bills have been sent in b\ non-official members for amending 
the Act, and 1 do not know what the Government will do in future. 
At present, it is mu in the contemplation of Government to bring in 
an amending Bill. 


Arrest of Babu Amulya Kanchan Dutt Roy under Defence of India 

Rules. 

95. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether it is a tact — 

(i) that Balm Amulya Kanchan Dutt Hoy, n.i ... Pleader, Camilla, 
was arrested under Defence of India Hules; and 

(it) that he was produced before the Second ( ourt at Brahmanbaria, 
Tippera, with handcuff and rope round his waist ; 

(b) If the answer to \a) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) He was handcuffed and tied in accordance with the provisions of 
Police Regulations, Bengal, to which 1 refer the honourable 

memlier. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to question (b), in 
the answer the Hon’ble Minister has said that the gentleman in question 
was handcuffed and* tied in accordance with the provisions of Police 
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Regulations, Bengal, 392. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to answer the question in plainer language and tell us what were the 
circuna stances that made it necessary to produce a respectable pleader in 
handcuffs and with a rope round his waist before the court ¥ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the answer so far 
was quite plain, the language was absolutely clear. There was no 
question of anybody having any doubts about it. The ci ream stances 
are as follows: When the prisoner was taken out of the Com ilia Jail 
to take his trial at Brahnianharia, some persons assembled and tried to 
speak with him, and he also wanted to .speak with them in spite of the 
protest of the officer in charge of the escort party. Finding that the 
situation was getting out of control, the officer in charge handcuffed and 
roped the under-trial prisoner. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the ilon’blo 
Minister he pleased to state whether it is the practice to have the 
Defence of India Kale pi i sonars tied, under the rule mentioned Iry the 
Hon’ble Minister, with a wipe round the waist and handcuffed} 1 ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a quest ion of 
wliat category the prisoner belongs to; the rule applies to all. The 
point is that I am m\ self in great difficulty about this question of 
handcuffing and having ropes tied round the prisoners. The rule, as it 
stands, gives the discretion to the officer who is in charge of the 
prisoner, and if the officer thinks under certain circumstances that 
either the prisoner is likely to escape or he is going to in* rescued, and 
it he, under such circumstances, exercises Jus rights to have him 
handcuffed and rojies tied round his waist, it is very difficult for Govern- 
liient to say that he was not doing right. It is a problem which J have 
been faced with for a long tune. 1 piopose to discuss further with 
the Inspector-General of Prisons about this matter and if after the 
meeting the honourable members, any of them, am ghe suggestions 
as to how ] am get round this difficulty, 1 shall he very glad to have 
their assistance. Not only on ihis question hut also during transit of 
a prisoner from one place to another the same difficulty arises. I 
continually get complaint of prisoners being handcuffed and ropes being 
tied round them, and the reply is that the escorting officer apprehended 
the* likelihood of these prisoners escaping. Government cannot dispute 
that thing unless there are special reasons to prove that there wus no 
apprehension whatsoever. And therefore it happens that as a rule, ami 
.specially during transit, the prisoners are handcuffed, and I have not 
yet been able to find any solution of this difficulty. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the fact 
that such wide power is given in actual practioe to^the officer in charge 

i 
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of prisoners for handcuffing and tying them round with ropes, will the 
Hobble Minister be pleased to state whether in this specific case he 
made any enquiry as to whether this particular prisoner tried to escape 
or did anything which warranted bis being handcuffed and tied round 
with a rope? In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s invitation asking for 
suggestion, this is the definite question with regard to this particular 
case that 1 do like to know. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am on stronger ground 
ns fur us this particular C4i.se is concerned. According to rnv informa- 
tion, the prisoner was not listening to the order of the officer in charge. 
And if one order i> disobeyed, there is every likelihood of other orders 
being disobeyed, and I think the exercise of power in this particular 
case has been rightly done. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state whether he made any enquiry through any 
respectable persons present on that occasion at the court as to whether 
such allegation about the prisoner was true or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Administration would 
be impossible if Government were to assume that their officers did not 
send correct report. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to enquire whether it was the usual practice, before 
this Ministry came into office, not to handcuff civil disobedience 
prisoners generally ? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Our practice is the 
same. Very likely in the case of civil disobedience prisoners, as there 
was no possibility of their violating thp orders and escaping, because 
these people were eager to go to jail, there was no necessity tor hand- 
cuffing them or having ropes tied round their waist. 

Filling up of the post of Professor of Modioino in Calcutta Medical 

College. 

96. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether the post of the Professor of 
Medicine in the Medical College, Calcutta, has been permanently filled 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
. Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 whether the appointment was made in consultation with the 
Public Service Commission; 

(it) whether the post was advertised before the appointment; and 

(in) whether the question of communal ratio was considered before 
the appointment Y 

ic) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Jlou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor!*' 

(<1) Will the lion 'hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what is the qualification of the candidate who has been appoint- 
ed to the said ]>ost ; and 

(/?) whether any Muslim candidate with better qualification is avail- 
able in the Medical College!' 

(c; Will the lion hie Minister lx* pleased to state the present number 
of — 

(?) Muslim, and 

(/?) Hindu, 

Professors in the Medical College Y 

if) if the number of Muslim Professors is not adequate will the 
Hon* hie Minister he pleased to state whether cases of qualified Muslim 
candidates were considered before filling up the post of Professor of 
Medicine Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) The post has been recently filled up permanently on a tenure basis. 

( b ) No. 

(r) The post of Professor of Clinical Medicine is subordinate to that 
of the Professor of Medicine in the Medical College and both these posts 
when held by non-I.M.S. officers are included in the Bengal General 
Service. As Dr. M. N. De, Professor of Clinical Medicine, has been 
prompted to the Professor of Medicine, under rule 33 of the Bengal 
Public Service Commission Regulations, it is not necessary In con mi It 
the Public Service Commission. As this is a case of promotion, neither 
spiv communal consideration nor the question of advert isement arises. 

(</) (?) M.B. (Cal.), M.R.C.P. iLoml.). 

(it) No. 


(e) (i) 1 and (it) T. 
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(/) Dr. M. N. De was selected in 1937 by a Special Selection Com- 
mittee after advertisement for the post of Professor of Clinical Medicine 
and the claims of all candidates were duly considered on that occasion. 
From this post he was promoted to the post of Professor of Medicine in 
1938 being considered by Government to be the most suitable officer for 
the post. In case of promotion communal considerations do not arise. 


Appointment of a Bengali Pharmacologist. 

07. Khan Bahadur Maulvi MD. 80LAIMAN: (a) Will the HoiFble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and lineal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state when Sir It. N. Chopra retired from 
the Indian Medical Service? 

(b) Is it a fact that he is still continuing in service? 

(r) Do the Government contemplate to appoint a Bengali 
Pharmacologist in Bengal? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) With effect from 17th August, 1989. 

(b) lie is continuing in service us a non-I.M.S. outsider. 

(r) When t he post falls vacant, it will ta widely advertised and 
filled by the best person available. 


Vacancies in Pharmocology Department in School of Tropical Medicine. 

98. Khan Bahadur Maulvi MD. SOLAIMAH : (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to stab* whether recently there were any 
vacancies in the Pharmacology Department? 

(b) If so, have they been filled up? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik? pleased to state the qualification of 
the appointed candidates? 

{d) A\ ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Muslim candidate with tatter qualification had applied for the post? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) No. 

(6) to ( d ) Do nqt arise. 
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Kan an goes appointed during 1940*41. 

99. Mr. UPENORA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the IWhle Minis, 
ter in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state how many 
Kanangoes were appointed in Settlement Department during the years 
1940 and 1941 P 

(b) How many of them are — 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(ti) Scheduled Castes, and 
(tii) Muslims? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy):— 

(a) 1940 82. 

1941 . . No appointment has been made yet, but 102 oandi- 

dates have been selected for training which is 
now in progress. 



1940. 

1941 (Trainees). 

Caste Hindus 

32 

37 (including 1 Buddhist.) 

Scheduled Castes . . 

9* 

15 

Muslims 

41 

fiO 

Total . . 

82 

102 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the total number oi Scheduled Caste candidates who 
applied for the posts of Kanungoes? 

The Hon’bie Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

» 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’bie Minister he 
pleased to state bow the suitability of the Scheduled Caste candidates 
for the post of Kanungoes was tested— whether they were to stand in 
the general competition or any special competition was held among 
the Scheduled Caste candidates? 


•Not more than 10 suitable candidates belonging to the Scheduled Castes could be 
found and actually 10 candidates wfere selected but 1 difi not join. 

10 
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The Hon’ble Sir BiJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The test was 
general fitness and then particular competition amongst the Scheduled 
Caste candidates. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: In reply to question (b) as regards 
the number of Scheduled Caste oandidaes appointed in 1940, the Hon’ble 
Minister says, 4 ‘Not more than 10 suitable candidates belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes oould be found.” Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many candidates in all applied for the post since 
1940? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Of the 10 suitable candidates when 
one did not accept the service, did Government ask any other candidates 
who was not selected first to join the service? 


The Hovt’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: When there were 
only 10 suitable candidates, what was the use of asking others? 


Alleged deaths in Tippera due to starvation. 

100. Maulvi MD. HA8ANUIZAMAN : (,/) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government (Collector of Tippera or Sadar Subdivisional 
Officer, Com ilia, or Circle Officer of Laksam Circle or Sadar Circle) 
have received any information, written or verbal, as to the death of 
people of Laksam and Chauddagram police-station from starvation due 
to the last flood and cyclone? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of cases about which such information has been 
received ; and 

(it) whether the Collector hag made any enquiry into the matter? 

The Hoifble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and ( b ) Five 
cases — four from Laksam police-station and one from Chauddagram 
police-station — in which death was alleged to have been due to starva- 
tion were reported to the Collector; but on enquiry it was found that 
the deaths were not due to starvation. 

In each case, the Collector had had the enquiry made by a responsible 
officer. 
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Mr. &YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Ron 'We Minister 
be pleased to tell us the reason of the death of these five persons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, in case of 

Uraidunnesa, she committed suicide; in case of Nurjahan Bibi, she died 
of a boil in her ear; as regards Golapjan Bibi, she died of fever, and 
Meherjan Bibi also died of fever. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to the 
first case, will the Hon’ble Minister please tell us the cause as reported 
by the police of this sort of suicide? 

The Hon’ble 8«r BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: She was off her 

head. and she committed suicide. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In the case of the 
other person who, as the Hon 'hie Minister stated, died on account of a 
boil in the ear, will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to st4ite whether 
any doctor has actually certified that? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, unfor- 
tunately, the pom woman was not probahh treated by a doctor and the 
doctor could not possibly certify long afler death. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state on what information he liases his statement, 
in the absence of a doctor’s certificate that death was due to a laiil ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Mazumdar, let us lie reasonable. Here is a 
case in which there was an allegation that death was due to starvation. 
How can a doctor long after death of a man or a woman certify that 
death was due to such cause? The question was whether any enquiry 
was made into the matter, and the reply is that it was done by a 
responsible officer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I would point out 
to you one thing only in this connection. Although we are used to 
such incidents and almost have grown callous ubout such happenings, 
we ought to take a serious view of a question of this nature and ought 
to have an enquiry made from the villagers, from respectable persons 
and neighbours to ascertain the actual causes of death. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry; the questioner was a Government 
member, and he only wanted to know whether the Collector made an 
enquiry. If you have got any further supplementary question on this 
point you may put it. « * 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the "Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether Government has made thorough 
'enquiries to ascertain the actual causes of death in the other cases in 
which no doctor has examined? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, the Sub. 
divisional Officer visited the village and in the presence of the President 
of the Union Board and some other respectable villagers he held the 
enquiry and came to the conclusion that in the first case the woman 
committed suicide by drowning as she was suffering from madness. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: zrf) ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state what enquiries were made with a view to 
ascertaining the cause of dealt h in the second case? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The enquiry was 
made in the second case by the Relief Officer and he also held the 
enquiry in the presence of others and came to that conclusion 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Did the Relief Officer 
come to the conclusion that death was due to l>oil in the ear? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This was reported 
to him . My honourable friend should have intelligence enough to 
understand the point which I am trying to make out that the woman 
died long before and when this allegation was made through this 
question we sent the officer to hold an enquiry. He went there, met 
the villagers, tiied to ascertain facts and came to that conclusion. 


Held over questions. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, what about the held over 
questions* of the 13th? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only about 15 minutes’ time, and I am 
afraid they will not bo finished. To be frank, as for myself I am 
having temperature for the last one week, but I am somehow carrying 
on with that temperature. As a matter of fact, in the morning I had 
100° temperature and so I am not anxious to take other questions. 
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Message. 

The Secretary then read out the following message from the Bengal 
Legislative Council: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked 
to the Bengal Maternity Benefit i Tea Estates) Bill, 15)41, as paused by 
the Bengal Legislatne Council at its meeting held on the 8th September, 
1941.” 


Point of information. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point 

of information. Sir vfftr tr-j f5jr fir«T r’*T Adjournment 

motion 4V Starred question ij^rfe«TPt Forward Block 

wua, cnfr TBt3 vxrs i 

Mr. SPEAKER ! 1 am jim told that the an.swei has come this 

afternoon. So, we shall tr\ to take it up to-morrow. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The arrangement that was arrived at on the last 
day was that all the amendments will be first foimally moved and then 
there will be a debate on all of them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, that was not the arrange- 
ment. We made it perfectly clear and you also appreciated that so far 
as amendment No. bbfi was concerned that should he disposed of first 
and when that was disposed of, (iba would he taken up, because that 
was an alternative amendment which would onl\ ari«a* when the other 
amendment was turned down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will reuieml>er that we agreed to 
finish clause 4 by to-morrow, 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Amendment No. 686 to clause 4 
which was first moved the other day and which is under discussion 
should be disposed of first. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That iuis been finished. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have not yet finished. It is 
only after that amendment No. 665 can come. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If all the other amendments are formally moved 
up to the prayer time, then we can form a time-table amongst our- 
selves. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: So far as this side of the House is 
concerned, we have already acquainted you with the amendments that 
are likely to be moved. We have asked one of our Whips to give you 
that list. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let me see first what those amendments are. 
Unless a time-table is fixed, it will be difficult to carry on. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We adhere to your sug- 
gestion of time-table. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let. all the amendments be formally moved and 
then we shall divide the time. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 11 two motions, amend- 
ments Nos. 666 and 065, are discussed together, and if speeches are 
delivered, you ^ ill realise there will be a confusion of thought because 
amendment No. 666 is based on one principle and amendment No. 665 
is based on an altogether different principle. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let the amendment be formally moved. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When we move it, we will have to 
give arguments. That will he difficult. Sir, at this stage. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. Now, will you tell me how long you will 
go on with amendment No. 666 P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There you may allot the tim$, 

Mr. 8PCAKER: We may do that. But I must know' what are the 
amendments which are going to he moved. May I know what are the 
amendments which are going to moved? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: After we dispose of amendment 
No. 666? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that amendments Nos. 74-77, 82-86 
form one group, and amendments Nos. 73, 87, 111, 121, 129, 153 and 
156 form another group. 

Mr. Stark, which amendments are you going to move? 

Mr. A. F. STARK: We are moving amendments Nos. 68-71 and 
221-224. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: We are going to move amendment No. 231. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any motion in the name of the Scheduled 
Castes? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: There are Government amend- 
ments which will he moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government amendments in that regard will be 
moved last of all formally, if at all. 

4>r. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why, if at ally 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not know. We may assume that Government 
will move. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: A re you in possession of more 
information ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: I want to move amendment 
No. 156. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The two important amendments are amendment# 
Nos. 665 and 666. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What about the amendment of the 

European Group ? 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a minor one. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tlx *re is ulso a major amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are not moving that. They have told me so 

to-day. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On the qjher day they said that they 
would move amendment No. 756. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but to-day they have told me that they are 
not going to move it. What I say is subject to the agreement of the 
House; let us to-day finish amendments Nos. 665 and 666. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the meantime, you want to take 
up other amendments? , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The only way in which these amendments will 
come is this. Let them be moved formally and let the whole debate 
continue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that on a scrutiny of 
these smaller amendments from this side you will notice that most of 
them relate to a Board without communal representation and only when 
we will have a Board of this character disposed of logically these other 
set of small amendments recognising some Kind of communal repre- 
sentation will come in. If you leave that to us, to arrange, we will 
not misguide you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you come and help me in working out a time- 
table ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I shall be very glad to do it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So long as wc keep ourselves within the time 
allotted, I have no objection. In the meanwhile, the debate on amend- 
ment No. 666 will go on. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : Jtstfhr 
snrKfl, ^ tprvf ?rtvt ^nt'tt^rrm a 

tpsfa feTOPts ctt to* T'<h toxs st?| 

JTJV 4$ TOfT* c* tot 

(7# TO2 ^ TOT 4 $ *«fl Of, TTTfe- 

Secondary Education Bill CS ^WC'S'S 1 

fayrca intf 0A1 4 $ far sro, crH, zfts 

toti i m fart* i 

fa? oft*, fa? rtt? w cm? Trtrtfar 

fa? oft? «rtw c* *rrfTWt< *[fWhr far? fat? sfara 4*: 

C* fa^O ,«pr TOF ^3 TOT A fa? 
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to, s? *rf rorro or tot ri? cro tot to^ ?cr Rift 

ft*/T? Rto i to* ^mr toot fes? TO[ot to? c? 

v WM TO? 'Si TOn to?*i? IV *n s?* rtc^ Rmi srtft ?i i ?ft ?st ?STt 
to?$ 31 tot toot to staff fro TO?t? *to $t?i ftorro toti tot? 
S?1? *tf)lc*llMl ???f? TOFH ffTS TOTS? I fVl, StOT Of ?M'tt C?t I 
C? toTt^t ^tw nto RW^ Wife? otC’lT, ^TTO ^jfaft? <5trsfT 3tC5 Education 
Bill to TOl TOt?t? TO? 4$) TO I TOOT 4$ TO& JTT# SRTOtTl falTO 
RtcTOTO srtf% ?! CFOT cfp r c? tts to ?i, 3i s?fr to ?toi* 

ffl cton to i st to? Rtoto tffstot? amtfro totoIc? 

ton cvCt to, to nq *:to? ?c? 3*rr? i to-TOTOTcro ?r?r frotfe ?ro 
4i: TO"r?T7 vB ??i re? i 4i: 3t? faro? ?? tot* ?ft s?1J to ??re? 
<stor iKvs mu&f toOT to 4 i to fro S'trtto ??i ?frto 7rra> 
f? ?t ? tot ft toto to to *ttoi 4 t to ?W3 apft tofs <w ?fai*?? 
TOtuto ^ 'Q to 6 ! TOtrton tots? i 4i's of? TOt r roro? Rtft to# 
to to to i oi toto 4? to? ?ff tors, ?r?rs s?* rfstto 
?r?rs Rtfa o t ^fc^if o*n ??r?i i cfcto tojc 1 ? Rfa rto torti 

OT ’to? f?TOr toOTi st to? S^frs rnrrto i to? 

?tro off, to#K TOrft? off. to? f-m <rrt, ?ttor oft, to? ifo crot? — 
?fft? ^OTTtot? S?ft w $roftTOl Rtfs? TO WTOt TOOT TO 
CRff tocs i S3 TOtron tots, S3 topth tots tot m^Tfro ton 
to? ?«n OT TO feto 7? I , TO i]?f? ?T? Wtft? to TOTO 

to to^ ??t? ?i ?#t?'9^t to* 3 trro to wt’tr?t ot r 

^j? c’tro c? TOtst? c? 3#t to ??rs 3t?^ ^mr?t^?i ?to i ?tron 
«rtf? ^Tt?¥ 7*r«?T7 *y ?^TO *p{ 4? TO to?? v !l TO^OTt 

csr?f^r?? to* 40f ?trVr ??rs cts r?fsr?*T i ^?* 

?«mr, tS? ?! ?i irS? *srt’ttft ^ to ?^to to itrro wrot?t?r c t? 

TO[r<t CTO 7C? 4i: 4^1) ?f? tto? ?TO TOR C? TO?t?t?r*t? ?R7 3 TO 
"STtrf? to (R^ 3tOT ^OT TOT 41] ?TOT?T TTt^rfPff? ?r?HR *rt? TOT 
TO fro *\$n tr^3, 3T7r? TOt? to TO? ^R? cstt? tor? I 4? C!f 6 tl? 
to? to? ^8^ iJ?^T? ^OTT STS1 TO fVjt C?^ I Rtf? tot?! ?f? »Pmf 
^tfeV tot? c’fTr^r? tz TOi N?i to csrw f? cro vtfe ’tr^ Sdn? r* 

tjTOT? ^tto^ f?TO TfT! Rtrs ! 3tT? watertight compartments 

fet’t ??i TOn ?rfV? to" ®rto to?"? SciT ’t c tT rrj to? ?t i ot? 

S?fS CTO ?f? 7t3 ^ S?* TOT TO TO tfSTR to? ??l ?t7<7tfc CTO 

cto ?to to C3?f? TO?t? «ft?r? ?f? tfrsi? ftrtoffi 
TO C*f^fl ?t? SSto (Tit ftK 3 TO ??1 I /^Wtfe? to OTORF RtTO 
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rci Pw toPwt, ^nr tototi * 4Rfc rtog **r 1 

^ <3 arorotR PPre Rroftpr <31 ^ Stk^, <3ti“ rcr 1 4 cr fai • 

isircs tor Ppri, jroRftror Ptrj, frp Pm, yPRtr^r Pm, fc^R 
toPwt, yrrottCRR TOfwr, ft^R R<3Yfo Toe yrrorttEE R<*tfo Me rS s 
^tottocee Rf? tom toto ^cr ^fpiu rto^s toc«h ^ Rtp5 E eur^ \toei toto® 
recee «rffar to grofoE stei rfh tostotose, TOtfer gw ffecR ^n 

RCE vJMCEE TO 1 ^ 'Q *fro I ^3 EE TOPHI W^Pcr'S trf^fro? TOWtE Ptr t>!^C«i 
fR TOt^TRE 4 $ torto?! etetoe TOEEtfMi torts CEi^ cE*ft rce gTOPra 
toi r gf ^P thrt Rtcw tottoei Pf crorre TO* ? fBpFvrtE cetoe Eft ftro 
to< rt toe ei tore frorom TOrMre rn'er!e cut* r if* wtfo 
*ftfoE gg toe ei tore v& wtftv to^ecre 11 TO*ra ce grTOBr^ta wi 
<? r* Pme ottto fe*i etoitocee gg cre ? 4 “cree” weie tottoot 

fECTOCEE &fe 4RfrTOfE frogW RTOM* EE1T3 R& 9? El I tom 4R TO 
CEfEE ^C^rf^C'oTH CE gt^wftE cTOTOEI W3E TOtpT gtE* EEOTE “If Hindus 
are communal the Muslims are personal”. TOtEEl ETf%TO\3 TOTOR'e Sctf &&C3 

TOftfEi 1 if* croft 5 fe r$ crotE TOgmr *tfro Ste TOfa 1 tottocee toet 
TO tC^E tftEl VtvSt-Uv^HtKl tom Potcee m%e pT 3 ETfg 3 tEt$ 4 * 
TOTOEtfETOTOE $k \5 TOcee ei 1 gro^ TOtr toRtei w totoetPir^icr* 
WR?tE 31 ETE & E TO TOpF I 4 * '4wr6t<$ PriOT ah I ^25 

W^PTt^TO TO m^3f vS ^ 4 ft^RT teR ^ <7FR 

^Mt c=# i 1R1 ymR ^ i^] ctfi'ft ^n i 

V 5 T J Tt<fR t W ^®dW C^ltU3 GQ frj TI ?WrR WITSl 

wot w * j $ 4 $ fro feMfrs ^wrm W \s y^Rt^ 

^5 frot«j Pr^tf^t, Pr», Pf’f 6 !, vjprff fir*n vfm^ Mtm Pn #?n c* 

^5^ TflCH apfsRR TOC 5 ! ^ / ? e i^lc*i^l Pt^FtfTOFl 1\ "Ff? TOR I 

^TOTORR vH 'Q PpFtfWl TOF1 TOTT3 Pt^FR TOR C4C^ K^otM TOTT3 I 

wtfe Ptor ymu im to^ Pr vmtuft ^ Pr^tProtc^ ^tfe totos 

^ i ^ ^ m"fR ^tot tocr ?f? Pct* cr^i Phrir^tt? 

TOTOr vtfC¥ ^ WTOt«(t?«kRr (RtRl ^PkH ?fa ^tTOf '©t’fT ftTOSt? 

TOR Tor ^n ym*tt n croN RfroR^t **\ ^51 TO* Pf? c*i 

111 , Rtf% TOR, TORT TO^F. "? FCR TOR, TOtTOCTO TOf 4TO Rtf <ftC«TR 
RE ^Pn cTOfrS TORTI TOT S^R I (7f Rt^" R^t? RtTO? TOT 

TOf ^ ^1 RR7 CRt*T TOTORf% TO ®CRRT 4$ TOR? pR TOtTOTt? CR^CR RtW 
RCE TO?“ I 

4 * VI RTOl RTOf TO»H Hindu culture, Muslim culture RTOW CRfR 
Orrf Pf 4 jRh CfOf TOro culture TOCv^ ? ^nrrw culture 4TOT5ttR 
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£ck$ mr c? cmtiR cror fm culture m ywfm oulture tot 

fiff ofc ? ymR tot fa cm vtfc 4cmf % r ^ f*»r ♦frtrm. <mrn, 
mt*, ^fti mm ?Ttor $tm Frftfhn tjfcm 

^itaitc*nr wnStv « mre? Wssti ? r crws ywmr 4 l m rc wfat 

c^n m *n i stra Stem $:m *m fro* «fcR ?m <?rt\ w 

vi>tS5 c=i (?rfcl m *T TOT JjfisifaF *R '$1 , ffa C3?fa ^otTOR faTO5 

ffin ^rr siwrm fem s *<^1 toe** *msH& *t%rr fastnph 

Vtfe TOT « fa*> f^SRl I %f arm, *t m, 

*rsfe mfo i m*nr cMt, $tot fttT, $tm fa*t m fror ystror 

culture ’affetps TOT I <7T$ ^rJk^? mRl 'Q TO fTO$ *JHT cWfatfaf 

CtF * TOT 4 *ffcR, <3NST. ^5Rr, mS‘>f3 WfOT VstVTSV 
Stk^ i ^ ^frffa mm mf* jjMr \s toko^ TORtftoi, 
w ^Rrora to c»nm cfrfi, m fmttfT ^ *hi yv ttm crotpr 
4cmm mrc* i 4 ^t^ttor to .fipj* to, cf. tm to, mrom 

m ; 4 *# Wj?, 4 *t m$fa i v-j *Bhr Smtfavffr mm fr*j, 

^pttor, <m, Pw, ^tcroi i ^ mi ^ m ^rrvri jq* t< ■* m rnfasT 4* 

« mm to 8rk* or* faro tffil* mrotffa mm i 

m $fa cn *tortcto *{<fa « ^mRtcmn *rtft tor 

to cror *r:* nr i to- ^ vrfpr vfc? ^>n vm ftw wrf ) Prni m 
mi S’R mrj tor, ^ ** ^ 

C5ui <r df?n *rc tot TOnrm c*r cro^ froicsR m c*N cmurr 

tot? m*R, for tor *3r^PF ms 

tprfl^ TO I ^TtTO m" ^ ORTt sjtpF 'Wf ^ (TOR tJT^RnTlTOl 
S ,p ffT5 TOC5 I TOT CTO W" (TO 

vU^t vttTOTS ^JTOtTR TO? <7T TOt^ TO3«ftpT *ToR S ^Tf'RF 

C»T m^TttRl f^fCTOR I m" *rP TORR Wlfcz W f ’TJCS* 

C<TTOl, mC®T ^ TOC5 ^Wl TOT CQ f?R ?R TOT yR- 

*HH4 tt^oR mfR Prf^rs toir c^iPh 4t*^iR ^t®rt*t 

fV TOrfTOR ? , mf3PF1, £fw*fc, 'TO TOtmt<ft ^4Rr 4FR =J1RR 
(R rRTTOr <s RfroR fb^TTfft *tot c^c^fc^ ’3R w*rrif ^n ttrir ^t^rR 
ft ? m mr <r cw ^^t 8m *;mr $ ^tfmti 

mfR ^ Shrttot ^isT to^ m ftros mu pirn mro jtor 
^^fTOts z to^ti i w ?f tcm fe^r f^rpr^ $’ 8im i 

tsi^F^I tfpRR 5«HT , / i'dffl <^^^1 3 F V TT’S U CV8 ^RRRl ? f^TtW ^f%^T 

«RT Secondary Education Billilf tfCURR I #1^1 ft*f* 

ftwitTOFf P rftmr fe yro T cy w'rx **$ to* fro^r TOtPrr fritrm 
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wt® w™ talOT *ttorai, TrtfR W 

' >41<|W4 C^ffiTTR 4 mI ^?*T, fiflrtft «C*T ^C'd ^Bn 

*AfW *fsRT5! f% ) ^f^ l t J femc^ nsMLS? ^ / 1°il i f <iR* (?T^ ‘T’tfl £fbBl «5F73r 

0RTT3 Ffa C*T ft«T ^#T\5 ^1 3T°T ^RTOT ^R] *ItR R I 

f%f& ftvfTtFBT, 59tft 3 Jjm §*fa 4$ fatSf? *tt*r*nfc sfF3 

tot^i Pftp^r <r$, ^rmr *rtr <?rt« c=£i *Tf%wra 
*fe 43 3&1 *tt9Rf 3 «TW I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Chakrabarty, yoii are going 
much beyond the scope of the amendment. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : *r5t*rfT ^ m. 

3W cR ror 4mt$ i ^tt^r ^fi^R wm'i rr c^Mt 3 3tsi *tt 3*n 

3ttr 1 c^R wra tpRfsR m, ^ ft-JR^R ^tr ^tretfr 
3R3R tfnrtSR M, 'STffe^ fRf^R T5 C''tfaR 3T3 3RRR ^'45 M <7tttR^ 

4* ft*lTtFR Crttefc 5?f5RR 7W' fr«R ^1'4l *tt51 3R3 «?K5R. 3TJ3R 
<tfen c*r sm mi *rtsnFR fro toui 35 eife* »tvt 

<5lT3 ^3*ftft3 ^RRR I ^RM^tHR ^vn ^fsr ^T5T 3JRR | TSR 3?*RR 
yroR '3 ^tR? 3*«tl YR *tR ft I ^ 3 v5<rnSR *Y3R RRTT (TRRl "fftT 

ftgit ?rr ^ ^csrf^ri -st? ^tlft-sR ftft 

OT^ffeRR, Rl^T Oft T'jt 43ft^ ftft 3Jj 3HR I ~5'TC$3 C3RH 

\5NR C^Rl M I ^Rft oRR CRlt 6 ! ^ ^ RI r/^ \ ^ffa TYRFR 
*lft CPRM *t^5 M tStOT ft'CWR'< oRR ^5C?. ftR ^RTCrra ^‘41 I 

Mr. 8PEAKER : l am afraid, Mr. (’hakrabarty , I cannot permit 
you to continue like this. Tins is not the only occasion when i find 
you doing tills. Whenever \ou speak, \ou speak not on the Bill itself 
but on e\er\ thing else except the Bill. So, please confine \ ourself 
to the motion before the House. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : TSWft asm. 

4ft ftrsR 'StlC'^tFHI Cfcf TTJ M. ^ft 

9 Tfr^ ^ ^'<1 77R «trr^ i s Tf^rr oft 

^ 9 ^ Cbh 7 fU^ I C^R OTR (RTR culture 4ft%^ 

f%f%» S*Rr ^ feift, 4ft **sft , ^rr tffVrm f^nn 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That you can do but not on the empire policy. 
You are ,speaking on the empire policy, and that is what I am object- 
4 ing to. Please sp^ak on the educational policy. 
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Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 'gffac’T* mft TOffir | 

(Mr. Speaker : You are not.) ^tfir 4^ m VS TOTO C* ItlWtil CT 

<^ri i cTOtroc^r 

CTOCTO co-education^^ TOYl TOC3> I TOTit* $vft^fvf 3 C*ftTOj 

ftroc? sroc cm? tiro toc^ i crosi T»ff^ <rwcTO 
ftt 4V\ i tft 6 ^ *rtw $t*i mi *m *r fsi to i crortro 
< ^r ? T oti 4^fto c^T^tir, tot to, : r#tra* trer&i to i ^t*r ^jtw cto*i 

4C‘3lc£pT I ^tw 5 TTO f^jT 7 ! ’ffrort^ <KtfCS> I ^otTO^frt^ 

?f%TO fr 4i to *f&3 sttoi r strotf fr cm fro* fro* *ttmr S*t* 
«ft$TCTOl ? TOT TO ^TTOl f% R 1 ^ ^ TOTOt*T fSTTlTO *fl CoC^ 4*TOfa 

^trornt to ^tto faTOi ? otro^ a sfrort— 

“c^? •rtfir 'Brtft <rfa ^rTOtro ws tojtto Tot, 

*Tjf ft (7JtC3 4«T (TFftl ?TO TOCB 5" «T TOl I 

c?m mn, cii\ TOftr, (^vmr ffK 

■r? fro *iritR ctoto 4* cro m m\ 


(At this stage the red light was lit, hut Bahu Naremlru Narayan 
C'hakiabarty still continued to speak.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. I expect that if a member wants 
to speak even after the red light is lit, it is only fair that he should 
ask the permission of the Speaker. That is the convention. But 
although you have seen the red light, you are still going on in your 
own way. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : TOfttfj TOTTO, v6m 
fan TOrfer ^rtf% to*T ^ ^rfir i ^rft tot toR 5 ft i f*r% **rtfa stfc 4 to 
^fro^r i\ art fer 4^£l toTO mct'i $TO fefs to ^pro i eft Pfwi 
tftrhfrr? ^rtroi tfW fro oTtotto 4 ^ 4$ Stptt fro a to froft men 

\51 TOc? TO ^ftCTO TO CTO STO I *TOT Soviet Russia? C? f*P¥l 

TOY! TOCS' (Tit TOY! 5ft I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are giving advice to everybody in the world, 
but you yourself are not listening to any. As everybody is anxious to 
speak, it is equitable under the very Soviet principle which you are 
trying to enunciate that you should sacrifice a little in order to give 
a chance to brothers of yours. 

1 
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Baku HAREHDRA HA RAYA PI CHAKRABARTY : 

TOf$ 4$ fa«T TO Tl TOT fTOfa *TtFT ^ftTCl I 

vtf% 3 Tfat*rr tott to tot? fro*pr w*f v ffiW'6*i 5 c^ i 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will finish in two minutes. 

Baku NAREHDRA NARAYAH CHAKRABARTY : 4* wtfrtcte filers 
eft wtfl' froro 3jrtnr TO-sf^r csrrtfo to? «tf^r w cTO^ ^rwtm 
to? jrtft to cro mfar TOtfe 1 *fto ^ f%ro <tfro cro, eft 
froro, <tt$ ^TOf fro? to To 5 * i ^f£ro<? wtJhi wrotrr 

*ro<n jrftros 1 T TOm 4* frot-n cro tot T5t? eiStos ^Tt3 c^*TT tot 
eft fro, cqfrr ^twrro 4* fer?F thst, ^rtfiron 3 fwnr* SpiTO to 

TN ^St'l I 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have got to explain 
to the House the constitution and the motions that have been moved 
and discussed, and it is for this reason that 1 do not wish to make a 
long speech at the present moment. I may tell the House that the 
principle underlying* the distribution of seats has been very carefully 
worked out in order to give due representation to various interests, 
keeping in view the needs and requirements of education and lastly 
preserving the communal ratio as much as possible. We have done 
that, Sir, by giving representation to communities, giving representa- 
tion to es-ojficw members in order to justify the needs of education, 
and we huve also made allowance for ew-offirw members. At the 
present moment 1 do not wish to say anything further, but I cannot, 
as at present advised, accept any amendment or change the constitu- 
tion of the Board as in the Bill without destroying the fundamental 
principles on which the Bill is based. For this reason I oppose the 
amendments. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must bring the debate to a close. You will have 
enough opportunity to speak on amendment No. 665. Let all ( the 
amendments be formally moved first and then let there be discussion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, that is about minor amend- 
ments. 

Mr. SPEAKER! There is no question of minor or major amend- 
ments. 
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Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you 
• proceed further, may I remind you that the arrangement was otherwise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What was the arrangements 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: The arrangement was that 
after the Chief Minister has spoken, seeches will go on. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: On amendment No. 666. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Some will speuk on definite 
issues and others will speak on general issues. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If th ere is any desire to move amendment No. 606 
or any <>1 the amendment* of which a lint has been given, I am prepared 
to allow it. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: After all, we shall have to 
earn on the debate, advancing our points within the minimum space of 
time. It is no use killing time tor nothing. Hut, Sir, there are several 
amendments which have got to he discussed independently because we 
need not and cannot anticipate either, hut there are certain other 
amendments in which certain common questions of principle will 
arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There are only fine or two amendments which 
require to he discussed separately. How long am I to go on with 
amendment No. 666? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I am going to support the 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long am I to go on? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, certain amendments take 
more time than others. 

1 * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please give me a time-table. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I*t the debate go on on the 
basis of one or two amendments, apart from voting. It is no use 
creating water-tight compartments. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I don't want that. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is quite true, Sir. But 
there are some which cannot be mixed with others. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot say let each amendment be moved 
separately. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That we are not saying, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 666 may be put to vote to-morrow 
provided you move other amendments. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: We wdll discuss now amendment 
No. 666. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I shall explain to you in 
person. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the meanwhile, let Mr. Ghose go on with his 
speech. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment so ably moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee. Sir, in discussing this Bill one has got to see whether 
the Bill has been introduced here for the purpose of education or for a 
purpose other than education. If this Bill lias been introduced for 
the purpose of educational development of the country, nobody will be 
more glad and happy than I am. But, Sir, a critical study of all the 
provisions made in different clauses and sections of the Bill makes it 
transparent that the Bill has been introduced not for the development 
of education but with some other motive behind it and that motive, if I 
am allowed to say so, is a sinister motive, a motive which from every 
consideration is reactionary and anti-national. Under certain political 
inspirations, under certain political exigencies, we find in history 
many misdeeds have been perpetrated. If we trace the course of 
history, we will find that the Britishers murdered the heroic Joan of 
Arc in the name of politics ! If we trace the records of history we will 
find that many a patriot has been hanged in the name of administra- 
tion of Government. If we trace the records of history, we will find 
that the opium war was declared in the name of politics. Political 
circumstances prompted different groups, different sections, different 
votaries, in different times to introduce measures regardless of conse- 
quences, but ultimately the nation suffered and suffered very bitterly. 
To-day from communal considerations you may introduce a Bill, a 
Bill which may ultimately ruin your own community.. T«wlay you 
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may laugh. To-day you may go on merry-making regardless and care- 
less of the future. But time may come when your descendants will 
realise that you did this work of misdeed for which they will have to 
bear the burden and pay the penalty. One Mir Jaftur and one Umi 
Chand did something in the past and to-day we Bengalees are suffering 
for their misdeeds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just a minute. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, am 1 to understand that at 
6-5 p.m. the House is going to he adjourned for prayer}* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. You have no points. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I have many points to argue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y'ou may do so after adjournment. It has been 
agreed to that immediately alter Mr. (those finishes his speech, amend- 
ments Nos. 68, 71, 79, 74, 77, 78. 81, 82, 86, 87. 112. 121, 129 and 
191 will he moved one after another without putting amendment No. 600 
to vote. All these will be finished to-day. To-morrow amendments 
Nos. 156, 158, 221 and 291 will be moved and thereafter amendment 
No. 665 will Ik* taken up. 

(At this stage tin* House was adjourned tor 15 minutes.) 

(After <ul jvvrnment .) 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, an important question has 
arisen whether there are important points in our discussion. It may 
be surprising to many, but 1 think it will not be a digression if 1 
say that important points have been raised at different times under 
different circumstances. During the last (heat War, President 
Woodrow Wilson raided his famous fourteen points, and he thought 
that those points were very sharp and wry important. Thereafter, 
when Mr. Jinnah raised his fourteen point", he also thought that those 
were the most invaluable points e\er discovered in the history of 
research of political theories. But, Sir. it is time alone which can 
give its correct verdict whether some points are important or nut. What 
to-day we think to be important points, to-morrow time may give a 
different verdict that it is absolutely nonsense. The provisions con- 
tained in this Bill may appear to be important to some members, but 
without referring to any personalities, may 1 be permitted to say that 
the theory propounded in this Bill is rotten and not w f orth the paper 
an which it is written. When this Bill will be criticised, say, 25 or 50 
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yearn after, when this Bill will become a matter of history, our next 
generation may very well ask this pertinent question — “Were the men of 
that time incapable of independent thinking; were they actuated by 
educational reform or was there something sinister behind this Legis- 
lative measured” To-day, Sir, I raise that question in advance: ia 
this measure really meant for the educational development of this pro- 
vince or is there some motive behind it — some selfish motive, some 
personal motive or some political motive — that has been the guiding 
factor in introducing this Bill? When I speak in this strain, I do 
so, not because of the fact that this Bill will do immense injury to the 
Hindus, but because I am confident of the fart that this Bill, if passed 
into an Act, will injure everybody in Bengal, whether he is Hindu, 
Moslem or Christian. To-day, Sir, the situation has altogether 
changed. Under the baneful influence of the Communal Award and 
the spirit of the time one may l>e curried away by communal considera- 
tions, but history will not support it. History will give its correct 
verdict in due course. To-day the Communal Award may be something 
like Aladin’s I^amp to one particular community, who may think that 
because of its communal majority it can do anything it likes, and it 
can have anything it chooses to have. Sir, it may he a temporary 
gain or even it may l>e a temporary loss. Taking it for granted that 
it is a temporary gain, may 1 sound a note of warning that this 
temporary gain of to-day may eventually prove to be an immense loss 
to their future generations? The so-called Aladin’s Lamp will not 
lust for ever. One day the lamp will be extinguished, and in its 
place some new light, a new ray of hope, a new philosophy, a new 
ideology will come to this country when the people will analyse every- 
thing properly in the light of that lamp. And when they will 
scrutinise this measure in that light, what will he your position in the 
judgment of the people of those future days? In the field of politics 
when we discuss a matter of public importance, we ought to remember 
that it is a matter not only of to-day, hut one which is intimately 
connected with the future as well. Therefore, before giving effect to 
a measure of such public importance like this Bill, which we are now 
going to enact into law, we ought to think fifty times as to whether 
we should launch iu such an abnormal measure. 

Now, Sir, to understand the precise nature of the Bill, we have to 
consider the constitutional reform under w’hich we are now working. 
The present Government of Bengal has come into existence under the 
Government of India Act, 1935. The Government of India Act was 
framed by a foreign power which rules over India, and it does not 
satisfy any of us. Not a single community, not a single communal 
organisation in India has given its approval to this measure. But, 
Sir, even the devif must be given its due, aud the Government of India 
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Act of 1936, by virtue of which this Assembly has come into existence, 
does not provide for nomination. Even the British bureaucracy has 
gone so far as to forsake some of its control exercised by means of 
nomination which it had enjoyed as a right and a privilege for many, 
many years. The system of nomination means nothing else than to 
have a number of men who would be always at its heck and call. But 
intoxicated with the power that has devolved on it, the present demo- 
cratic Government of Bengal is unwilling to give up the power, 
privilege and right of nomination which has devolved upon it as a 
legacy from the past bureaucratic Government. Government wanted to 
take eleven members by means of nomination, but the Select Com- 
mittee has reduced it to ten. When tfe come to the proviso to this 
clause, it becomes ludicrous. The proviso says — These nominated mem- 
bers will be taken in by virtue of their expert knowledge from the 
educational standpoint in agriculture, industry, commerce and medicine, 
etc. Sir, our past experience and the records of this Government in 
matters of nomination are a clear proof that nominated memliers are 
persons who cun Hatter the Ministry, who can follow them like dogs, 
and who can do unything and every thing at their dictation. No ques- 
tion of merit, no question of expert knowledge is taken into considera- 
tion but still in the proviso clause it is stated: “Provided ihut amongst 
the ten persons to he appointed under this clause persons having special 
or technical knowledge from the educational standpoint in agriculture, 
industry, commerce and medicine, {arsons associated with physical 
education and representatives of the teaching staff of the training 
colleges in Bengal shall, as far as possible, be included.” I submit, 
Sir, this “as far as possible” will never be realised, and it is the Hutter- 
ers and mosahibs — (At this stage, the member having reached him lime- 
limit was allowed one minute’s time to conclude bis speech.) — and 
men who are prepared to sell their conscience at the dictates of Govern- 
ment, it is they and they alone w ho will go into the Board as nominated 
members. Under these circumstances, jf I say that the whole Bill is 
reactionary and that the whole Bill has been launched not for the 
purpose of education but with some other sinister motive, I think, Sir, 
I am not far from right. Government ma\ not acknowledge it to-day, 
but the people of Bengal will realise it to-day or to-morrow. 


Sir, with these words I support the motion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry to say that during the prayer 
interval I sent for Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, a member of the House, and 
I find that my temperature is rising more and more since I came to 
the House and now is over J01*. So, I hope the ifcmse will forgive 
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me if I go now and leave the Deputy Speaker in the Chair for the time 
being. The Opposition has agreed to a certain arrangement, and I * 
hope they will keep to it in my absence. 

(At this stage Mr. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Mr. R. A. C0ME8: With reference to the election of the Indian 
Christian member on the proposed Bengal Secondary Education Board, 
amendment No. Gf>(> suggests that the election shall be run by the 
Indian Christian Association. As a representative of the Indian 
Christians in this House, I strongly oppose this. In my community 
there are two associations of equal importance, the Indian Catholic 
Association and the Indian Christian Association. It would be most 
unfair to allow our member on the Board to be elected by the Indian 
Christian Association only, thereby ignoring the Indian Catholic Asso- 
ciation. (Dr. Nalinasha Sanyal: What electorate do you suggest?) 
Under the existing circumstances, 1 think that the clause in the 
Government Bill answers the purpose best. 

Si. ASHUT08H MULLICK: Sir, Secondary Education BilM* 4 $ 

Black Board, ^t Pm-fTOR Black Boards (Tj 

TO, TO I &51 , »rfTO 

-sifts 1 farei i&i cro ma cvFt wffa 1 ^ cm & 

TOtfh® *K?R Tam OR indexes Trfyrj 

I &!F 1 OR Stfel 

otrr 3 t<n 1 ^ ft rcMarcr wttra mn mca tortr 

c*fR:c*ttft^ Prt wfcc* ^ finn, ^ i cm&s 

mm Sbtprb m * ifa ^s\ 

T\U5 ^Tf^C^T WTJt&l OR ^3^ C^*Pt OTRR 5??\s> I 

cm ’kc-ikr tflBftr mpi mm ^ 2jr*i toh riti stre 
srousi wtora «mj wt*n fj rtrc (?it srt omtPftfr 

wifttor o 5 ! 7 itc*tt i rr*R smj 3 rR < tR ^rf^nn ftrsft 1 
'*vmm bc^ ^tr j ptrr c^tt*r ^trior -tri ortou i 

tftorf*!^ SRRTO 'SRfRR ft*} yW 6 ! TO TOtOT ^fftTR 

Cbgl ^TOS $7} pRFR §vffeTO*t C^R C*tY^ltlR TO TO'SH I 

4 t at c*lfwlfai 1 &n *t«rft? Pm 

fro oi **r *fro sirirs ftfa* wt w^ffttm *n cro 

PmR yjT ^btq ’tr <Rtt?n ^tfro 1 tot *r$pj $ wr 
TF 5 TTO tl^l TO ‘ft^R *TR *T 1 I TR rRtsf^> fTO CT^TW 

Cm T TOyTT fiPSRR ’TOOR ^105 cJpFTS ^t<T, OT R"|R ^fRtOT TO fTOl^ * 

Sir, 4t fTOR OTO— Pm 
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tot* fa^i sty to CT yptfi Rtft to R*ffy* i *ppr 

*tty yre cy fanty vtwtft s* fkm wy rtytt* m y mxrs 
$yi ISyf fcy y*n yfty n i yTy«t fam $ty fe$y *n i OTf, 

<4^1 fayT-TO TO yt*T3 *ttty, 4* faTR 4* «t*mt ft *tffo Tv¥tW RRt* 

yfa cry yt*Ri ywtryy $yi c^t«iPrf«Tt immyR cyyty?ty rkti or $tn 
y*re <ngTfa fan Rfoyfas ycy y’or «rfft nor *fy m Rtft sTO 
fynftfy <RtytfaR^rc*iy fami ^rf% — wns^i s* m s*fci 

C 5 Rt?t ^RtOT ?}TTRR fa ? yR ^Tf%y TO1 (TRtt (TfTV •frtl 

wrs rraR ^pm, c*r faj yrtRtty **mi fayr*tf$ yfr, w Rfy 

fan fa ? 4 $ yrTRtty <nfy 4^1 constructive suggestion fwr$ Et$ — ?f«fa5 

4^Ft?l fay ^'Hr^ sry yfy Rrif 7771 “Lifelong Membership of Bengal Provincial 
Legislatures Bill”. OFR private member 4 fay <arRcy TOT yi ¥rir*t quorum 
fail yR|y ^ wfp$ | .4 ot? sfl5<rH?Cy$ fare yty I ytRtrm <4* 

ctOR OPR 4yfrl fat unprecedented G yty Rl, ^f? u t Permanent Settlement 
yt’Rty fasHj n*^tfl5 4y* <3tyi Laws of the Lond. $ facyy amendments yTOR*f 
tfcyRHcyrcy *n c^ftu yRtffa <rft rety yycRy 

yfare Hfw, ytre cyfa’Tfay yfc yi yy 1 fans yfaciy y^n c^RcTO 
y^y faRi of «rir* ? rettfry ^rs^fhr ^ wyvfi ^rniyrty n tot 
fr? ftr ymrty yyi yR i ^rtfa trs cyfaf rw yfas Tfsr 05 Rtfa ^ fatR 
opposition 'SR7 ^RT Rfa fa3R y'OT I CotMf^n ’RpFJ’PRTl? 

’Rt^fR y^ty <4^ House of Commonsi]^ 'O 

c^t^RT 4^ ^rt<nRt«R ^rfs 1 4^f* si? 

Tire ot^nft^rtTOT 4^ svfri 

f^rs qtyT^ftr y^rr 4^1 ^Rt^ i 3 rtf? r7 nr3 4^ f^R yfRtfl ^fi»ytc J, i 
^'Vwuz fw* C^friR- I 

Pl^n s^5?, 'm? Calcutta municipal amendment^ 

URT wrr-'j5F0R >RtyfTJ 4T&1 4^1 Committee 

^F%1 f?C^ »R ’TTOfa ^Rt4R rt^l 4t7 I «fiR*itt v t , ff rftl 3 fPnil 
vft^ty 5t$V3 yrt^rft ?m ^ cr ^ s frrcs ^ 1 si? 

tpgt? Rtffyr y?, ^rr Rtfy 4 ^ ^prrw ^ *?t 4 ^ ^ to 1 
Sir, ^trv ofR Prvi vsR, ®i ^"y yRty ^ mn fV yrs Mt 

<71 %y fay yryi rr»w i ^ ^ yr^ ^yi or — “ f*WiTy MftRrir s¥ 

gty «r, sr? faR Rty^n or i stfyRt* wtji — son cW' i yri7 

toi ^1 ’tf^rty c*Ft5 *f? y^R 1 fan, yt«ity frfoytRi yrfay 

yfy ctr yftyc«i fry y st c y y^'crot RRRRfas cr*l i Wtyi 6ci ftw 

<71 yj fay fa ttowr efts ^y y^r f s^ ftory ytytpiT j nRrtnnr owtnrfy 
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ci ir 9:9fS$ rtci sutn ft RftJti Pro 6 r it?N ^tci v if9btfro 
ifcl, ftRl TO 9! ft f"TO 9TOHS (TO® 99 ? (Hon’ble Mr. Faelul Huq* 

TO to fftci ftii) TO, 9tt9i 9ti?rro UR ftu -mror ift?* 
^fro, m ftn -to TOttro *tron ^mr i ftft i forom to ftu *m re 

CltV TOR foft <J<fR <JTO TOl C9t> TOR 4* 99tTO fall 91 C9C9lft 
Or? R99fft9 ?Tf5 59 TOl S'itR 9TO5 TO ^St9 “ftlfiRtl 99l” I ftft TO 
f*ll TOT 1 TO fro 4R&1 9^1 ft$ TO R<ft C99 foft iftire TO I 4* 
firei tprfts irore 9:m trit^Tfa 9R9 i$re ftrirere 991 iftr® 
TO «rt fro Pro to 91 i TO to fro re 9ftre to r im rh re 

91 9905 TO 9903 9TE9 91 I <?ftl TO3> — C999 CTO 97ft 9ft? 9T9 (71 9:9 
TO1 91 ftll &TC9HI 9:9 TO 9ft, ftl, TO 9?t 9$t9 C99 ? C9R 

TO 1 <1*f59t9l C9tfcl ^tt^t 9tTOT ? Rt9t9 9$»9T 4$“, 4R& Rftftl Rtl"^ 
91 TOFC9 RT^tf PfRtf 979VI 991 9t9 91 I 99>9, 9ft Rift 9lo 99tre <5 t^To9 
Rt^l Rt9< TOT C5 t91 TO TOT9 R9"f7 C9 Wjftf PTO 9:TOreTO VitC9fl 
R97 Ptttin 979YI 9RC99 — RTO 9T9 9^59 9to 991 9ft RJOff RtJftT Rt9*T 
919 CTOl TO ^5l9T9 (7f Rtfef PTO 9*9t9T99t<3 ^tC9fl RHj PftT99 97911 991/99 I 
99 -9191 ftftfr C9t$l, ft:il C9T$1 Pttfc TOl Rflfrft, ff9l? 4R 9t9 ®Rr9T— 
4 ft9C9 9C99 9fft <49^ 9t9t9 c t^5: $cb^ 9T9t99 C9tC99 9t99l I 49* 

ftt^C99 9RT C9tT9TQ 999t9 I 9ft?Br$ 4^ ftfl 9r9tC99 *997 4$ ft9ft9tC$9 
R^tfwrfT Ttftl I 4^919 ?pj 4^ S\59 9997t9 9t9T 91991 C979 

wfiSt?? C9 ftror crof ftwf ftm 9tro^s (71^9 c*f39ftft C9 

PRFI C9919 49F9f3I C9 ftTOT ftrl9 CTO 95To*f 9ft I 9tC9ft Rt9tC99 

PT91 9C¥t99r^H 49 91^5 9^ Rtf 49 9tT$ pRFl TOT RfftRf 6^9 9 9lT5 
bt^9 bfoffdVfl 5t9 — 9C9 TO ^tt91, C9l^1 49: TO C9t^1, ^1t91 9T9 ^51 
991 9l$9 9T9 I 9tW% C9 R9T statistic ft9t93 tfT9tW9 9T9, 9$9t9 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 rise to support 

the amendment No. 6(>G moved by Mr. I’rumntha Nath Banerjee. This 
amendment seeks to alter the character and composition of the 
Secondary Education Board. We on this side of the House in moving 

our amendments on clause 2 of this Bill sought to define secondary 

education to be secular form of education. This amendment which has 
now been moved is but the logical corollary of the other amendment 
which was moved from this side of the House. There is no doubt 
whatsoever that those who did not find their way to accept secular 
education as the prime purpose and end of secondary education would 
not be prepared to accept this amendment which seeks to alter the 
composition and character of this Board and tries to create a Board of 
a secular and non -communal character. This amendment gives a 
concrete form to the main issue which divides the Opposition from the 
Coalition. There is absolutely no meeting ground between the two. 
In a situation like this one cannot but realise the futility of this formal 
procedure of moving amendments and having to oppose. Where the 
argument of reason is absolutely shut out and where, as the Hon*ble 
Prime Minister had proclaimed, there was no question of better sense 
or better judgment and there was no question of even individual 
judgment and good sense being brought into play; the only thing that 
remains is the question of the pressure of the party. Whenever a 
situation arises where principles are shut out, where principles do not 
find any admittance and where the counsel of an apparatus of a different 
kind, the counsel of the promptings of narrow sectarian interests gains 
the upper hand, there can be no question of any hope of our being able 
to persuade. Yet, it is necessary that on the floor of this House the 
Opposition must make absolutely clear, beyond all doubt, the funda- 
mental standpoint it has adopted and therefore at every stage the 
Opposition seeks to assert that standpoint. While moving this amend- 
ment and trying to expound the point of view of tbe Opposition * we 
are not deluding ourselves with tbe hope that our. voice or affluent* 
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will Lave any influence whatsoever with the better judgment of the 
honourable mover of this Bill, because, better judgment has already 
been shut out according to his own open declaration. But, Sir, we 
know that we have to take a longer view of things. Taking the longer 
view of things, we have to appeal to those who will be the architect® 
of the future Secondary Education Board and who will be the architects 
of the entire scheme of education of this province. Sir, it is from that 
standpoint that I rise to support this amendment. This amendment 
seeks to give in the first place a secular composition to the Board and 
in the second place by seeking to give a secular composition it wishes 
to ensure that expert knowledge and best secular judgment should come 
to find a place in the working of the Board. Therefore, how to secure 
this objective shall be the prime consideration. It is not by means of 
loud hurrahs, not by means of slogans, that the Secondary Education 
Board will function to the advantage of the nation, or to the advantage 
of any section of the people tor that matter, but by virtue of having 
the best educational advice, by virtue of having the best educational 
guidance which can come from educational experts alone, such as 
people, who, while tackling their subjects, will not be thinking of 
themselves as the representatives of the Shias or the Sunnis, of the 
Brahmins or of the non-Brahmins, hut will he thinking in terms of the 
purpose which they see ahead of them. Those who in their scheme of 
life find absolutely no possibility of thinking of themselves as people 
entrusted with responsibilities and purposes of a non-communal 
character, of serving the best interests of the people, Sir, 1 have not 
the slightest hesitation to assert, whoever he may be is unfit to he on 
the Board of Secondary Education to be entrusted with the work of 
guiding the future destinies of the people of Bengal. If a man 
constantly goes on thinking of himself as a Hindu or a Muslim, us a 
Shia or a Sunni, as a Christian or a non-Christian, in his work on the 
Board of Secondary Education he will always be influenced by the 
pressure of sects or groups which are farthest away from the educational 
interests of the people. Sir, the Secondary Education Board, like the 
entire polities of this province under the icgis of imperialism, is sought 
to be converted into a religious chess board for mean, treacherous and 
sectional gain of the various cliques which are ruling the province 
to-day. Here the Opposition conceives that it is its duty to cleanse 
this country of these pests, and to do the cleansing work by clearing 
off these sectarian and intriguing forces from the Education Board as 
well as from the entire larger politics of the province. It is from that 
standpoint that the Opposition has conceived its amendment which it 
seeks to move. Sir, we have no hesitation in proclaiming now and here 
on the floor of this House that to-day by means of a majority which is 
based on the artificial communal divisions of our people, even if this 
Bill is passed, ,it will be the concern and one single pnrpote of the 
members of the Opposition to. see that this Bill is put an end to at 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


307 


mi.] 

the earliest possible date. I for one feel it my duty to assert this 
resolve here and now. I ask the members of the Coalition Party: if 
you give the liberty to some people to think of themselves as Hindus 
or Moslems, why should you not allow the same liberty, to be expected 
with regard to matters educational, to those who refuse to think of 
themselves as Hindus or Moslems? I find that principle is not 
accepted, and a new element of coercion is imposed on all sections of 
our people. I assert that it is the inherent right of any citizen, it is 
the inherent right of any Mussulman or Hindu to regard himself as a 
citizen of the province and in matters political and educational not to 
be guided by religious consideration. 

Sir, this Bill, by seeking to divide the representations as primarily 
into Hindu and Moslem, tries to compel every man to take the 
particular viewpoint of those who would like to see our people com- 
munally divided, and that is a form of coercion which has to be 
fought against. Although that form of coercion has been the guiding 
principle in the Government of India Act where you talk of communal 
constituencies, it is open to a man, irrespective of his religion, to 
insist to be classed as an Indian, as a son of Bengal, and us such, to 
exercise his right. But to-day it so happens that with the advantage 
of the ruling intriguers of Brititish Imperialism pulling the wires 
from behind they have succeeded in shutting out the possibility of 
there being any secular, non-communul, general constituency. Willy- 
nilly we have been thrown into the embrace of communal electorates. 
That is why ive find a proposal to reject secular education, and, in 
fact, the idea of secular education has been rejected. We find the 
proposal that there should be a board on the basis of communal repre- 
sentation. But what has been the direct outcome of thut proposal P 
One of the direct outcomes of that proposal has been an assertion that 
if you have a Muslim board, then some other people are going to have 
a Hindu board. Those who strive to think a little, those who strive to 
consider the future and take a long range view instead of merely 
looking at the tip of their noses cannot but be sorry that they are 
witnessing a spectacle of the country being split up by this Bill into 
different communities and different sectional interests. We have had 
the whole experience of five years’ rule of this province by an Assembly 
and a Ministry which is based on communal electorates, which is based 
on <$>minunal composition of the Assembly and of the Ministry. Sir, 
only to give a finishing touch to the work of the Dance of the Devil 
to see the disruption of our political life, they are to-day coming 
forward with a Bill which is aimed at polluting the very source of 
our intellectual life which like the poison tree trie# to scatter that 
communal virus right into the tender minds of the young students. 
With the working of the Secondary Education Board they shut the 
way to unification, they shut the way against the ^people thinking of 
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themselves as educationists or educational experts. And what will be 
the effect of that? There is bound to be similar division of sectarianism 
in our educational institutions, and that will be taken to the minds of 
the tender-aged boys, seeking to pollute their minds and trying to ruin 
the future destiny of the province. But, Sir, I am not a pessimist. I 
have this optimism in me to think and realise that these machinations 
are nothing new; these machinations have been experienced in the 
history of the world by ail people who have had the misfortune of 
being under the iron heels of foreign rule that has sought to divide 
them into different communities. To-day we find that where even 
communal Muslims have sought to unite together to the disadvantage 
of imperialism, the black hand of disruption is instantly set to work. 
Wild rumours are coming to indicate that there is already a sharp 
difference between the two sections of the Muslim community. We 
find that an honourable member of this House in delivering his maiden 
speech to-day has raised the demand for the Catholic Christian repre- 
sentation as distinct from the general Christian representation. What 
is there to-morrow to prevent the different castes and sub-castes, 
whether among the Muhammadans or among the Hindus, to claim 
separate representations ad infinitum ? Those who were one day hold- 
ing the banner of communalism and talking of Islam in danger to 
their Hhame find themselves exposed to the mischief they have done. 
They find themselves in their camp divided amongst themselves. It is 
now time for them to realise that it will not do for the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister to condemn the misdeeds of his colleagues. To-day it 
is time that he should also recognise the mistakes he has made; it is 
time that with a view to rectifying those mistakes, when he talks of 
the interest of Bengal in danger in raising his standard of rebellion 
against the all-India Muslim leader, it is also necessary for him to 
assert his conscience and to see that the interest and the destiny of the 
future generations of Bengal are not endangered by the Bill be has 
placed before the House. Let him therefore not shut out the counsel 
of reason and sound arguments for reconsideration of this Bill. Let 
him also have the courage to rise on secular principle and base his 
revolt on a sound principle which will be accepted and recognised as 
beneficial by all sections of our people. We have seen our politics 
ridden by the personal considerations of political leaders. It has not 
been the good fortune of Bengal politics to be based on points of 
principle. The time has come when the people should eschew oppor- 
tunism and oombine and take their stand on principle in matters, big 
and small., it is from that standpoint that I condemn Hie provisions 
of section 4 of this Bill, and to remedy those defects, as far as pomible, 
I support the amendment that has been moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Pramatha Nath* Banerjse. And I hope that to-day the time has 
come when everybody is trying to think about the future H nee of 
alignment instead, of following an opportunist’s oeuxua. Let, them 
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take their stand on points of principle; let them stand on a surer 
foundation of public life on questions educational and on questions 
political, otherwise they will be playing the personal game of different 
leaders, groups and cliques and will be betraying their conscience and 
will be betraying each other. Let that game of betrayal once and for 
all come to an end. It is an appeal of the Opposition not only to the 
members of the other side of the House but to all to take their stand on 
points of principle to defeat this Education Bill and to defeat this 
particular clause, thereby to lay the foundation for a better, surer and 
more enlightened Bengal, a more hopeful future full of promise. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it has 
fallen to my lot at this fag end of the day to wind up the debate on 
the amendment No. (>(i(> which has been moved with ability and 
eloquence by my learned colleague Mr. Pramathanath Banerjee, on 
behalf of the Opposition of this House. During the last few days and 
also to-day we have had enough of discussions regarding the nature and 
scope of secondary education as also the composition of the Secondary 
Education Board to be constituted to control, regulate and develop the 
system of secondary education in this province. Sir, education and its 
development are not isolated phenomena beginning and ending in them- 
selves, but are intimately and inseparably connected with the general 
progress of the social life of mankind. During the long course of 
human history we have left behind us the remote past in which educa- 
tion was given to the highest classes of the society for preparing them 
for the purposes and service of the State. We have left behind us the 
Middle Ages in which education was the hand-maid of religion and was 
imparted for the purpose of training the people for the benefit of the 
church and religion as conceived by it. We have just left behind us 
the age which began with the Industrial Revolution proceeding right up 
to the beginning of the present century in which individualism was the 
gospel — ‘'Each one for himself and the Devil take hindmost” in which 
education concerned itself only with the development of the individual 
— and, Sir, in the age in which we live, move and have our being, the 
age which is unfolding itself before our very eyes, education has come 
to mean social education, education in society, through society and for 
eociety, education which aims to develop men both as an individual 
and as a member of society. Natorp, one of the greatest of German 
pbifbsophers and educationists of the modern age once said about 
education — “Man becomes man only in human society: and human 
society is maintained and developed only through the human education 
of its members,” that is, education which should help the growing 
individual to draw out that in himself or herself which is best and 
noblest and io make him or her perfect for a noble use; in other words, 
education should prepare a man or a woman to earn a living, to live a 
life *nd to mould the eociety. i , 
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Sir, the Bill that we have before us and the clause that we have to 
discuss this evening have got to be considered dispassionately, impar- 
tially and with an open mind solely from the educational point of view. 
The original motion and the amendment have got only to be read side 
by side in order to understand the merits and demerits of each of them. 
The original clause contemplates a Board 33 per cent, of the members 
of which will be either appointed members or salaried officers of the 
Government. Secondly, no educational experience or interest is worth 
anything unless the representatives of these interests and experience 
are standard-bearers of the Hindu or the Muslim cause. Thirdly, undue 
weigh tage has been given to the Muslim representation on the Board, 
a fact which will be apparent if we refer to the following figures : over 
75 per cent, of pupils in secondary schools are Hindus; over two-thirds 
of the total expenditure on secondary education are met from fees of 
which 80 per cent, is contributed by Hindu pupils; half of the total 
expenditure in Government schools is met by fees over 70 per cent, of 
which is contributed by Hindus. Still we find that two heads of 
madrassahs will be representing less than 150 high madrassahs, while 
only five head masters are considered sufficient to represent 1,300 high 
schools. One head of the department of Sanskrit studies is quite 
enough to look after the interests of Sanskrit studies in 1,300 high 
schools, while the Provost of the Muslim Hall and two heads of Islamic 
studies of the two Universities who are to assist the Assistant Director 
for Muslim Education are not considered enough to look after the 
interests of Islamic studies in 800 and odd madrassahs. Sir, if we look 
on the other hand to our amendment we will find that it provides for a 
much larger representation of educational interests and experience. I 
will ask the members of this House to look up sub-clauses (0), (7), 
(9) and (12) of the amendment No. 000. Sub-clause (0) says, “two 
persons to be elected by the principals and professors, etc.”; sub-clause 
(7) says, “five persons to be elected by the professors and teachers of 
the Calcutta University, etc.”; sub-clause (9) says, “three persons to 
be elected by the Academic Council of the Dacca University, etc.” and 
sub-clause (12) says, “five members of the managing committees of 
high schools, etc.” 

Thus Sir, oue who runs may read that merit and justice lie on our 
side. So far as the representation of educational interests and 
experience is concerned, you have got only to read our amendment 4 and 
be convinced of the truth and justice of our cause. I will pause here 
for a moment and ask my friends of the Coalition Party to consider 
w'hether they want us to put hack the hand of the clock, whether they 
want us to be a party to this retrograde step, or they want us to be 
working with the spirit of the times in the living present so that we 
may be able to build up a future brighter, happier and nobler by far 
than the past, a futyire that will cast into shade the resplendent glories 
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of the golden age of the past of which we talk and hear so much. And 
this is exactly what is wanted to be done by the sub-clauses (5), (8), 
(9), (11) and (16) of the original clause 4 of the Bill. 1 can under- 
stand, Sir, there may be a feeling lurking in the minds of my Coalition 
friends that by teaching religion iu the Madrassahs which forms a vital 
part of their scheme of secondary education as envisaged in the Bill 
their children will be made pious and moral, but I would ask them to 
remember at the same time that religion has got to be lived and not 
learnt as a creed and the teaching of religion in schools would lead more 
often than not either to the mechanical aceptance of a creed which 
will, if at all, have a baneful effect on the lives of the pupils or to the 
creation of fanatics or unctuous hypocrites, ritualists. Religious 
education and confessional schools are anacronisms of the past. They 
are clogs in the wheels of progress. They are impediments on the 
onward march of humanity. In the words of Heinrich Schultz in his 
book “School Reform” — “Religious education in the final analysis is 
nothing more than instilling into a new social generation such points 
of view as are useful to the ruling class; for ull faiths preach humility, 
blind submission to the secular and religious authorities; they culti- 
vate in the children a slave-like servility.” We, Sir, on the other 
hand, have envisaged a scheme of Secondary Education and a 
Secondary Board which will he absolutely free from all taints of com- 
munalism. We envisage secondary schools which, in the language of 
the Board of Education of England, will give education on progressive 
lines, schools from which will go forth manly, useful and well-equipped 
citizens able to hold their own in all the vocations of life, schools which 
will create leaders of thought, leaders of notion, successful business- 
men, successful industrialists, valiant fighters in land, air and water, 
schools which will create servants who will live, work and die for 
humanity, for country, for society, for others and for themselves in 
these. That is the vision of education that we have in view. If, Sir, 
we have to lay the foundation of that education, we have to constitute 
a Board which is not communal, a Board which is not sectarian, a 
Board which is not otticial-ridden as contemplated in the original 
clause 4 of the Bill but a Board which will In 1 educational par excellence, 
as has been placed before the House by w ay of amendment to the 
original motion for its acceptance. I am afraid my time is up. 

r» 

Sir, we have placed before you the scheme that we have in view, 
a scheme which will go a long way to place Bengal educationally on a 
firm footing, a scheme which will advance Bengal educationally to the 
best of its capacity and ability. The decision that will he arjjyed at on 
this motion will be a momentous one. It will make or mar the future 
of the province. It will usher in a genuine system of secondary 
education or sound its death-knell. We, therefore, stand on our trial 
to-day. We stand on our trial before the House* before the public at 
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large, before the present generation and generation yet unborn. Let 
us hope with the co-operation of the members of the Coalition Party 
we will oome out of the trial with flying colours and in such a manner 
that will do credit to us and benefit to the long, long posterity. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend the motion to the acceptance 
of the House. (Prolonged applause from the Opposition Benches.) 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that 
clause 4(8) be omitted. By jthis amendment I refuse to give the Provost 
of one of the Muslim Halls of the Dacca University any seat on the 
Board, far less an ex-officio membership. 

Then, I beg to move that in clause 4, for sub-clause (12) the 
following be substituted, namely — 

*‘(12) five persons to be elected by the Senate of the University 
of Calcutta.” 

By this amendment I want that the Senate should be given unrestricted 
freedom to elect 5 persons as they like. 

Then, I beg to move that the proviso to clause 4 (12) be omitted. 
Along with it, I uIho beg to move that in clause 4, after sub-clause (12) 
the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(12u) five persons, of whom one shall be a woman to be elected 
in the prescribed manner by and from among the Principals, 
Vice-Principals, Professors and Lecturers of colleges 
affiliated to, and Professors and Lecturers of, the University 
of Calcutta.” 

By this amendment I want to give 5 independent seats to the Professors 
and Lecturers of the Colleges affiliated to the Calcutta University and 
the Professors and Lecturers of the University itself. 

Then, I beg to move that for clause 4 (14) the following be sub- 
stituted, namely : — * 

“(14) fiVe Head Masters of approved high schools for boys to be 
elected in the prescribed manner by the Head Masters of 
v such schools,” 


By this amendment I want that 5 Head Masters to be elected should 
be outside the pale of communal representation. 
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Then, I beg to more that in clause 4(15) for the words “one Head 
• Mistress of an approved high school’ ’ the words “two Head Mistresses 
of approved high schools” be substituted. 

By this amendment I want to have two representatives from amongst 
the Head Mistresses of approved high schools instead of one Head 
Mistress as provided in the Bill. 

Then, I beg to move that in clause 4, for sub-clause (IT) the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely : — 

“(17) Seven representatives of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
to be elected by and from the members thereof by the 
method of single transferable vote.” 

In the Bill I find that 7 seats have been given to the representatives 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly to be elected in the prescribed 
manner Hy and from the members thereof. Instead of leaving tho 
manner of election to the whims of the Government, I want that this 
House shall dictate that the election shall he by the method of single 
transferable vote. 

Besides moving the amendments which I have just moved, I also 
beg to support the amendment moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee and J oppose the clause 4 of the Bill 
in toto. 

Sir, we the members on this side of the House want national educa- 
tion to bo imparted to our boys who are t he* future hopes of the nation. 
By national education I mean such education as will inspire our hoys 
of impressionable age to realise that they form one nation and that 
they are the future hopes to free the nation of its foreign yoke and to 
raise the country to the pinnacle of glory and to have an equal position 
amongst the other nations of the world. We want an education which 
will lead our boys to stand on their own legs instead of being hangers 
on other| for eurning their livelihood. On the background of this ideal 
of education we should place the method of the constitution 
of the Board as proposed in the Bill. Sir, we find in the 
Bill that the Board shall consist of 48 members. Out of these 48 mem- 
bers^ 5 will be officials, 11 members will be appointed by the Govern- 
ment, Europeans and Anglo-Indians will be 2 and Muslim members will 
be 10. The Assembly will elect 7 members and the Council 2 and the 
Hindus will get 9 seats. There shall also be two Vice-Chancellors of 
the two Universities of Calcutta and Dacca. If we scrutinise the 
methods of appointment and election as well as the description of the 
members who will constitute the Board we find that the Government 
will have absolute control over this Board. The five official members 
and the 11 appointed members will naturally side with the Government. 
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Then, the Europeans and Anglo-Indians, as we have noticed all along, 
are expected to side with the Government in matters of communal con- 
troversies. These together form 18 and then there are 10 Muslims 
who support the Government, That brings the total to 28. If we 
allow sub-clause (17) to remain as it is by which 7 representatives of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly will be elected in the prescribed 
manner, that is to say, in the manner prescribed by the Government, 
we have every reason to believe that these 7 members also will be prac- 
tically the nominees of the Government. Similar will be the case of 
members who will be elected from amongst the members of the Legis- 
lative Council. So, Sir, out of 48 members, 37 members will belong to 
the Government Party and there will be only 9 members belonging to 
the Hindu Group, while the two Vice-Chancellors may be expected to 
neutralise each other. Sir, I do not mind giving all of the 48 seats to 
my Muslim friends if they so desire, but that I shall give them on one 
condition only, and that condition is that they should approach 
secondary education with a spirit of nationalism. They must prove 
themselves worthy of the trust that the only education that the Board 
will impart to our students will be nothing but national education. If 
they prove to be worthy of that trust, we are prepared, — at least, I am 
prepared, — to allow these 48 seats to be occupied only by my Muslim 
friends. But what do we find to-day ? Unfortunately, Sir, my Muslim 
friends on the opposite are under the influence of the Muslim League 
which is animated with a spirit of separatism leading to the demand 
of Pakisthan. So long as that is the mentality of our Muslim friends, 
we cannot trust that they will help the Board to impart national educa- 
tion to our students. That is the main reasons for which I object to 
the formation of this kind of Board. 

Sir, the system of separate electorate under the Communal Award 
has led our Muslim friends to gradually imbibe the spirit of absolute 
separatism and that has been evident in many matters concerning this 
House. It is due to that mentality that my Muslim friends mow 
demand a scheme of Pakisthan> that is, the setting up of independent 
Muslim States for the purpose of dominating over other communities 
in countries where Muslims live. If, even to-day, my Muslim friends 
opposite declare that they do no longer cherish that mentality and 
make a national cause with us, then I will certainly welcome their 
good spirit and agree to give them anything which they will want. I 
can tell them one thing, that so long as the British Raj will continue 
to exist in India, there shall be no Pakisthan or any sthan other than 
the British sthan. The only thing we shall have in this country so 
long as we shall quarrel amongst ourselves is British sthan . Com- 
munal and internecine quarrels amongst us will not only result in 
killing that spark of nationalism that may still be within us, but also 
in the destruction of both the Muslims and Hindus. Will my Muslim 
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friends realise that and shake off the spirit of separatism and unite 
with the Hindus to free the nation and live in peace and contentment P 
May God bless them with that realisation. 

Now, Sir, as against the composition of the Board as set forth in 
the Bill, our amendment No. 666 proposes its constitution in quite a 
different manner. If you go through amendment No. 666, you will 
find that out of the 53 members, as proposed in that amendment, only 
four will be officials and 46 will be elected, and three will be co-opted: 
that means that the Board will be absolutely a non-official laxly. Two 
ideas work behind this amendment No. 666, namely — (1) that tho 
Board shall be absolutely free from officialdom, ami (2 ) that, the Board 
should be absolutely free from communal representation. B> amend- 
ment No. 666 we have given the Senate of the ('alcutta I niversity 
six seats, the Principals and Professors of Colleges affiliated to the 
Calcuttu University two seats, the Professors and teachers of the 
Calcutta Cniversity five seats to represent the different departments of 
studies, namely Science, Sanskrit, Bengali, Islamic Studies and 
Teachers’ Training. We have given* the Dacca University one seat, 
and we have given the Academic Council of the Dacca University three 
seats to represent the following departments of studies, namely, 
Science, Islamic Studies and Teachers’ Training. We have given five 
seats to Head Masters of recognised schools and another live seats to 
the (iraduate teachers of recognised schools, one from each division 
of the province. We have given five seals to the managing committees 
of high schools who are responsible for the development of secondary 
education in this province. We have given two seats to the Head 
Mistresses of recognised high schools for girls. We have given seven 
seats to the Bengal Legislative Assembly according to the principle* 
of proportional representation to he returned by the method of single 
transferable vote. We have given two seats to the Bengal Legislative 
Council according to the principle of proportional representation to be 
returned in the same way as in the case of the Assembly. We have 
given one seat to the Chambers of Commerce so that they may have 
their say in the matter of vocational training that is imparted in this 
province. And one seat we have given to the Board of Anglo-Indian 
and European Education, although they do not require any representa- 
tion on the Secondary Education Board, because the> have got a Board 
of thbir own, and can manage their own Board under u different Act. 
All these forty-six seats will be elected seats, and only three member* 
will be co-opted by these elected forty-six members and four officials. 

Sir, I have explained how the Board is proposed to be constituted. 
It shows that there will be no official preponderance on the Board. The 
other feature is that there shall be no communal representation in the 
sphere of education. I appeal to my friends opposite to avoid com- 
munal representation at least in the sphere of education. I know that 
21 
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they will not listen to me, but still we feel that it is our duty to appeal 
to them and to beat into their ears that they should keep the domain 
of education free from communal virus. I say so because I have not 
yet lost all hopes of Hindu-Muslim unity in this province. I hope the 
time is fast approaching when Hindus and Muslims shall unite and 
work together. If, on the other hand, communal virus is allowed to 
work uppermost in the minds of our boys, then the consequence will be 
fatal to the very existence of the nation. My friends do not know what 
irreparable harm they will do to the boys who are the future hopes of 
the nation if they allow communalism to spread in the domain of educa- 
tion. The other day the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, while admitting 
that the Muslims will predominate on the Board, observed that the 
Hindus should wait and see how the Muslim members acted. To-day, 
Sir, I shall ask him one question in return. Why should he not allow 
the domain of education to be left free from communal influence and 
formulate a sound, national policy with regard to the education to be 
imparted by the Board to our boys so that our boys may turn out to be 
true and manly sons of the nation, and wait and see whether the real 
education of both Hindu and Muslim boys alike is safe in the hands of 
such a Hoard? Since after the commencement of the Calcutta 
University Act in INoN, lias any Muslim got any reason to complain 
that he has not got any opportunity tor proper education under the 
patronage of the Calcutta University or under the supervision oi any 
managing committee of any secondary school in this province? If 
there has been any, 1 would certainly surrender to my Muslim iriends 
and let them have their way. But as no such instance can he cited, 
1 submit that they have not been able to make out a case tor com- 
munal influence in the sphere of education 


Sir, when non-communal influence in the sphere of education has 
not harmed any community during the long past and when communal 
influence in the sphere of education is harmful to the interests of the 
naticyi, 1 hope my friends will come to their senses and support the 
amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Pramathu Nath 
Bunerjee. 


Sir, I have got to say only one word more about my amendment 
No. 7d by which I have refused one seat to the Provost of the Muslim 
Hall of Dacca. Sir, I do not find any reason why the Provost of the 
Muslim Hall should be given a seat. I shall only wait for the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister in charge of this Bill to explain to the members of the 
House why one seat is demanded for the Provost of the Muslim Hall. 
Is it not giving undue weightage to one community? Is that a sound 
principle? Sir, with these words I commend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, with 
your permission I will move together the three motions that stand in 
the name of my honourable friend Mr. Atul Krishna (those, namely, 
74-77, 78-81 and 82-8(1. I beg to move that clause 4 (lh be omitted. 
I also move that clause 4 (10) be omitted. 1 further move that clause 
4 (11) be omitted. 

Sir, I do not wish to take much time of the House. What 1 want 
to say is this. By sub-clauses (12) and (13) under clause 4, we have 
given representation to the two Universities of ('alcutta and Dacca. 
Of the representatives from these two Universities there will be three 
Muslims. If we cannot reh on the representatives from the two Univer- 
sities to look to the interests of Islamic Studies, Sanskrit Depart- 
ment and Arabic and Persian Department. I think we cannot do any- 
thing by bringing these three more gentlemen in ihe Board Sir, in 
my opinion, by including these three gentlemen in the Board we have 
only given a maximum expression of oommunalisni and nothing else. 
It t lie members sitting opposite cannot accept any motion moved by 
this side, l will only draw their attention to the amendment which has 
been tabled from the European Group seeking to omit these three 
sub-clauses (Mu past expeiience is that an\ amendment moved by 
the European Group is \ery coidmlly accepted by the Government. 
They appreciate the wisdom of the European Group. In that view l 
hope that these amendments will be accepted by Government 

Sir, I do not wish to take the time of the House any further. I 
hope that these amendments at least which an* reallx tlx* amendments 
of the European Group will be accepted by the Government, as has been 
done m the past. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; There will he no voting to-night. So 
I adjourn the House 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 7-40 p m till 4 -4b p m. 
on Tuesday, the Kith September, 1041, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 10th September, 1941, at 4-4-3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mi. M. Ashk\k\j.i) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers an<l 20(i members. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, Iasi night 
Mr. Speaker lei t (he Chamber with high temperature He is still in 
bed and has got temperature. I find that the matter fixed for to-day 
is of great importance and I feel that this should be dealt with !>\ the 
Speaker himself. The House stands adjourned till 4-43 p.m. on 
Thursday next. 


Adjournment. 

Accordingly the House was adjourned at 4-47 p.m. till 4-4-3 p.m. on 
Thursday, the 18th September, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assemhh House. Caleutta. on Thursday, 
the 18th September, l!Ml. at 4-4 •’> p m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mihwimvd A'/i/il Huhk. (M.K , 
Khan Jlahadun in the (’hail, ft Ilon’hle Ministers and *J0(i members 


Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: J have it in command fiom His K\cellene\ the 
Governor that the Legislative Assemhh stands prorogued. 


\ 
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